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“tiad“ reason td> expedt the arrivpl of

- fur establishment on the Columbia.

~to'sea, " Not a moment was to be

. my anchor within pistol shot of the

" approach to the attack of the crip-

. that before we could get our broad

- and thus ren2ered useless Po us.—

< RIGHTS contipaed ta fly at the fore.

“and’ to guard against.a sirilar e-

' were hoisted in different parts of the
' ghip.

“l&n my staphoard quarter out of the

/- oy stern guns could not be bropght
" to hear, fe ‘there. kept up a most
. - gallipg fire, which it was out of my

... perfing under way anil beconingthe:
: Els’zihgn_t: My t'g’x:;;s ails sheet :‘,,'afga"
- ‘haljards Werg atl s yy 18 well
. astheib and Tore-top-mass-stay #ail
, Jicﬁ:r'g : '
Wha the Hyingjib

other, there were no hope.

gerstay in porty 1 therefore deter-
wined to put to se3 the first-oppor-
tunity . which should “gffer;‘ and:d
was the more strongly induced to'do
so, 28’1 had gained certain. ingellic
gence thar the Tagus, rating 38
and‘two other frigatés, had sailed
for that sea in pursuit of me; and{

Uie Racoon from the N. W. codst of
Amgriga, where she had béen sent
Aor the.purpose of destroying dur

A rendezvous was appointed 13k the
Essex - Junior,” and every arrange-
ment made for sailing, and T fntend.-
ed t6 let them cthase me offy to give
the Essex Junior ah opportunity of
escaping. On the 28th of March,
the day after this determination was
formed, the wind came on to biow:
fresh from the southward, when [
parted my larboard cable and drag-

2d iny starboard anchor dire@ly out

last in gettiug sail on the ship. The
enemy were close in with the point
formingthe west side of the bay ; but
son opening them, I saw a prospecl
of passing to windward, when I
took in my top-galiant sails, which
were set over single reefed top-sails
and braced up for this purpose, but
on rounding the point, a heavy squall
siruck the ship and carricdaway her
maintopniast, precipitdting the men
whio were alolt into the sea, who
were drowned.  Both ships now
gave chase to me, and I endeavour-
«d, in my disabled state, to re-
M = = :
gain tie post ; but finding I could
rot recover the common anchor-
sge, I ranclese into a small bay,
about three quarters of a mile
to the leeward of the battery onthe
east side of the harbor, and let go

shore, where I intended to repair
my damages 3s seon as passible —
“Uhe enemy continued to approach,.
and shewed an evident intention of
attacking, regardless of the neutral-
ity of the place where I wasanchor-
ed; and the caution observedin their

pled Essex was truly ridiculous, a$
was their display of the motto flags,
and the number of Jacks at ail their
mast heads. I, with as much ex-
pedition as circumstances would ad-
mit of, got my ship ready for aflion
and endeavored to get a spring on
my cable, but had pot succeeded
when the epeuy at §4 minutes after)
3. M. made his a€ack, the Phcabe
placing herself under my stern, and
the Cherub on my starboard bow ;
but the Cherub soon finding her si-
tuation a hot one, bore up and ran
under my stern also, where both
ships kept up a hot raking fire. I
had got three leng 12 pounders out
of the stern ports,which were work-
ed with so much travery and skill
that in half an hour we so disabled
both as to compel them to haul off
to repair damages. In®the course
cf this firing, I had by the great ex-
ertion of Mr. Edward Barnewell,
the afling Sailing master, assisted
by. Mr. Linscott, the Boatswain,
succeeded in getting springs cn our
cable three drffcrent times ; but the
fire of the ¢nemy was so excessive

side to bear, they were shot away,

My, ship had reccived many injuries
and'several had been killed & woun-
ded ; bdt my brave officers and men,
notwithstanding the unfavqurable
circumstances under which we-were
bronght to allion, -and the powerful
forze opposed to us, were no ways
discouraged—al] appeared determi-
ned to defend their ship to the last
extremity, and to die in preference
to’a shameful surrenders, Our gaff,
with the ensign and the motto flag
at the mizen, had been shot away,
but FREE TRADE 'AND SATLORS’

Our cnsignwas replaged by another,

-vent, an ensign was made fast’ in4
the mizen rigging, and several jacks
‘The enemy soon repajréd his
‘famages for-a fresh attack ; he/now
Placed himself with both his’ ships,.

~reach-of my carronades, and when

. Jower’to Teturn, w[;xgp. 1 saw b
prospe& “of “injuring’ him_ without

ot away, as well

s. ~The’ only rope not cut

: 'any ad-4}"
' NAntages to my.country from a -lon.

, The Gring 90 both sides w
tremendopss. bad tet fall tey- :
‘top-sail and forésail, bug the wajit of
‘the tacks”and sheets vendered them
almost uscless tous ; yef we'wergen-
abled forashorttime toclose withthé
enemy; &altho’ onr deéks were now
strewed with dead,"and our-cockpit
filled - with wounded—although our.
ship,had.been several times on' fire,
and was teodered a prrict greeck,
we were still encouraged to $ope to
save her, from the circumstance of,
the Cherud, from her'erippled state,
being compelied to haul offi* She
did not return to close aion again,
although she apparently-had it in
her power to do se,” but kept up
a distant firing with her long
guns, The Phebe, from ourdis-
abled state, was enabled however,
by edging off, to chodse the distance
which best suited her long guns,
and kept up a tremendous fire on us,
which mowed down my brave com-
panions by the dozen. Many of my
guns had been rendered uscless by
the enemy’s shot,and many of them
bad their whole crews destroyed s
we manned them again from tnose
which were disabled, and one gun
in particular was three times mann-
ed—Affteen men were slain at it in
the course of the aélion! butstrange
as it may appear, the captain of it
escaped with ouly ashight wound.
Finding that the cnemyhad it in his
power to choose hisdistance, I now
gave up all hope of closing with
him, and, as thg wind, for the mo-
ment, seemed to favour the design,
[ determined to endeavour to run
her on shore, land my men and de-
stroy her. LEvery thing seemed to
favour my wishes. We had ap-
proached the shore within musket
shot, and I had no doubt of suc-
ceeding, when in an instant the
wind shifted from the land (as is
very common in this port inthe lat-
ter part. of -the.day) and.payed aur
head down on the Phabe, where we
were again exposed to a dreadful
raking fire. My snip was now to-
tally unmanageable ; yet as her
head was towurds the enemy, and
he to the leeward of me, I still
hoped to be able to board him., At
this moment Lt, Com. Downes, came
on board to receive my orders, un-
derthe impression that [ should soon
be a prisoner. He could be of no
use in the then wretched state
of the Lssex; and hnding (from
the enemy’s putting his helm up)
that my last attempt av boarding
would not succeed, I dire&ed him
after’he had been about 10 minutes on
board, to return to his own ship, to
be prepared for detending and de-
stroying her in case of attack. He
took with him several of my wound-
ed, leaving ghree of his boat’s crew
on board to, make rocom for them,
The Cherub now had an opportuni-
ty of distinguishing hersel!, by keep-
ing up a hot:fire on him during his
return, The slaughter on board my
ship had now become horrible, the
enemy continued to rakesus, and we
unable to bring a gun tobear, I
therefore dira€led a hawser to be
bent to the sheet anchor, and the
anchor to be cut from the bows to
bring ber head round; this succeed-
ed. Ve again got our broadside to
bear, and as the enemy was “tmuch
crippled and unable to hold his own,
Ihave no doubt he would soon have
drifted outof gun-shot before he dis-
covered we had anchored, had not the
hawser unfartunately parted. My
ship had taken fire scveral times du-
ring the action, but alarmingly so
:orward and aft at this moment, the
flames were bursting up dach hatch-
way, and no hopes were entertain.
ed of saving her; our distance from
the shore did not exceed three.quar-
tcrs of a mile, and I hoped many of
my brave crew would be uble to save
themselves, should the ship blow up,
a3 I was informéd the?fire was near:
the magazine, and the cxplosion.o
a large  quantity of powder below
served to increase the horrors of -our
situation—our boats were destroyed
‘by the enemy’s shot ;. 1, therefore,
direfted thoge who cauld swim to
jump . overboard, and ‘eudeavour ito
 gain the shore, Some reachediiz;
some’‘were taken by the envmy; and
some perished if_\ﬁglq ateempr s bt
most preferred shidring with e the
fate of the ship)' We, who temain:"

ly to extinguishing the flames §rand
whea we had succeeded went aBain
o qQur guns, where the firing was
crew *had by this. time Become ap:

fire the impossibilify*of makisg furs’

haliatds; and that |
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tagge; and entreated. me.
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'] ed would not-consert to be taken

ed, now turned our attention.whol. |

kept up for some minnges, bug the’f’
[ weakened, that they.all.declared. tor |,

(0 g ] ) , S8 as '-“y
syrprizg:to 6nd dnfy alling Lt. Ste-
- pbcq-pg'cqwfmxnight" temaining,:
S:v‘ho qonfismed the report respecling
the ‘coadifion of the guns on the
‘gun-deck—those an. the spar-deck
-were not jn a better state.) - Lieut.
" Wilmey, afteér fighting most gallaat.
ly throughout'.the attion, had been.
knogked overboard by  a splinter
while‘getring the eheet anchor from
the-bows, and was drowned, A&
ing Ls. John G. Cowell had lost a
leggiMr. Edward Barnwelly .;Jtlng
-saillug-masger, had beew cartiéq be-
'low alter receiving two: severe
wounds, oriein the breast and aue in
the face;and aéting Lt..Wr. H, O~
denheimer, had been knogked over:
board from the quarter aniustant be-
fore, and did' not regain ‘the ship
until after the surrenders [ Wwas
informed that the cockpit, the steer-
age, the ward.roam and the birth-
deck could contain no more wound-
¢d; that the wounded were killed
while the surgeons were dressing
them, and that” unless something
was speedily done to preveni it, the
ship would sink from the num
ber of shot holes in her bottorm.
And on sending for the carpenter,
he informed me that all bis crew had
begn killed or wounded, and that he
hafl once been over the sidé to stop
the leaks,” when his slings had been
shot away, and it was with difficul-
ty he was saved from drowning.
The enemy from the smoothness of
the water, and the impossibility of
our reaching Lim with our carro-
nades, and the little apprehension
that was excited by our fire which
had now become much slackened,
was enabied to take aim at us as at
a target ; his shot never missed our
hull, and.my ship was cut up.ina
manner which was, perhaps, never
before witnessed—in fine, I saw no
hopes of saving her, and at 20 ms.
after 6 I>. M. gave the painful” or-.
der to strike the colours. 75 men,
including officers, were all that re.
mained of iny whole crew, after the
adtion, capable of doing duty, and
many of them severely wounded,
some of whom have since died. The
enemy, still continued his fire, and
my brave though unfortunate comas
panions were still falllng about me:
I direcled an opposite gun to te ‘fir-
ed, toshew them that we intended no
further resistance ; but they did
r.ot desiet ; {our men were killed at
my® side, and others in different
parts of the ship. I now believed
he intended to shew us no quarter,
and that it would be as well to die
with my flag flying as struck, and
was on the point of again hoisting it,
when about ten minutes after hauling
the colours down he ceased firing,

I cannot speak in sufficiently high
terms of the ®onduét of thase en-.
gaged for such an unparallelled
Jength of time (under such circum-
stances) with me in_the arduous &
unequal contest, Let it sufice to
say, that more bravery, skill, patri.
otism and zeal, were never display-
ed on any occasion. Every one.
seemed determified to die in. de-
fence of ‘their much loved country’s
cause, and nothing but wviews to
humanity could ever have reconciled
them to the surrendér of the ship;’
they remembered their wounded &
helpless shipmates below.  To a&-
ing Lts, M‘Knight and Odenheimer,
I feel muchindebted for their great
excrtion{ & bravery throughaut the
a@lionin fighting and encouraging
the men” at their divisions, for the
dextrous management of the long
guns, and fog their promptness. in
‘Temanning their gurs, as their crews.
.were slaughtered. The condué of
thatbrave and heroig officer, afting
LeJohn G. Gowell, ‘who Jost_his
leg.injthe latter part’ of the adion,
excited the admiration of every man
4n the ship, and after being wound.’

‘helow:tilf loss of blood rendered him:
irisensible., Mrc. Edward Barnweli,.
.ating sailing master, whose .aflivi-
ty and courage was ¢qually conspi-,
cuous, returned or.-deck “after his”
first wound, and remaided” alter re-
ceiving his second ‘until - fainting
,}vj:h loss qf—'b‘l‘pod. '.#{.;Sambélaﬁ'_‘
nzon who had joinediine the day
_b?f‘oi-c. and acted Jii ‘matine officer,
‘condhited himself with guqbiﬁ\}e- .
ry, and ¢xe¥ted himselt’in:assisting
at the-lofi gifns, the: musquetry af-
terthe ficat half: X84k being udeless.
frors our long’ digratices - o020
V. Bostwicky whom T
nted a&ing purser’ of the'
Gutor 'and’ Who' ‘'was.: 85"
~ship, did "the - duties" of.

r':Dudeito Master’s Ma
illiagi Pierce, exerted themdply

i
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sicurs Barnwelly. Johnson and B
St onlECoa SRR

-not disgraceds—"Lh¢, defence o

world.

of our conduct.

My loss has been dregdfully se-

is annexed.

The loss in kiiled an

of the Phcbe,

and it was with difficulty they could

Valparaiso next morning. The bat.

England, and I also think it wilf be
out of gheir power to repair the da-
mages of the Phebe, so as to enable
her to double Cape Horn. All the
masts and yards of the Pheebe an

hulls much cut up ; the former had
18 twelve pound #hot through her
below her water line, some three
feet under water. Nothing but the
smoothness of the water saved-both
the Pheebe and Essex. : i

prove satisfaléry to our country,
,and that it will testify it by obtain.
ing our spéedy exchaoge, that we
may again have it in- our power to
prove our zeal, % :

Com. Hillyar, {I -am informed)
“has thought proper to state to his

lasted 45 minutes ; should he have
done,so, the motive may be easily

disinterested witnesscs, who . tover.
ed the surrounding hills can testily

-& a half; upwards of fifty broadsides
| were fired by the enemy :ﬁe:b’-
ly to their,own accounts, & upwards
of seventy.five by ours { except the

damages, the firing. was incessant,

into an agreement with Com. Hill->
yar to disarm."my. prize the Essex

-officers and crew,'” He consented to

1roni’r?’d:p;mré;
and'we knefy, we had'much to suffet,
yet we ‘hoped sdon- to_reach .our,
‘country in gafety, that we might a.-
&ain have'it'in our power to serye
Jit. " "This arrangement-was: ateepds
ed with no additional ‘expense; as
:she. was abundantty supplied with-

,Arovisigns and stopes for the voyags.:
. /In justice to Comi, Hillyar, Lomyst:
abserye,‘that (althéygh

noer: whic| refiedls on
T GRS L
CF L s

‘be recancilgd to-thé"manner of his
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in-the pefformanceiof. fheil respde-*
gﬂn‘::zjnfanti}-gfv'e ';xn'f varngst-of .
heir_value'to the §ervice {"the three b
' "10Q young to recommend for:}

tion,-the latter ¥ beg lgave to'| 1
recomntend far' confirmation, as wgll f cr
as the aing lieutenawts, and. Mes.:

- We pave ‘beén;ud{ormnit&? but th

the'
Essex-hgp not been less c’hdﬂoy}:rbgg'q
to her officers-and ‘cew, than” the
‘capture _ofan: equalforce, " and’I
uow consider thy sitpation;:less un,
pleasant, than that of ‘gom. Hillydr,:
“who, lin, violation of every principle |
,ot’_hoﬁourl'a_ndlgenerbt‘ity',gand re:
gardless “of the Tights of nations,’|
attacked the Essex iy hercrippled
state, within'pistol shét of a-ncutral;
shore ; when, for six weeks 1 had
daily’ offered him fair and honoura-
ble combat, on terms greatly to™his
advantage ; the blood of the slajn
must. be on his head, and. te‘has
yet to recoticilé his conduét to hea.
ven, to his conscience and to the
The annexed extra® of a
letler from Com. Hillyar, which was,
written previous to his returning
me my sword, will show his opinion

vere, 58 killed or have since died
of their wounds, and among them
Lt. Cowell; 39 were severely woun-
ed, 27 slightly,  and 31.are missing; { a dishonor to them.
making in all 154, killed, woundeda
and missing, a list of whose names

The professional knowledge of
Dr. Richard Hoffinan, -afting surge.«
on, and Dr. Alexande? Montgame.
ry, afhing surgeon’s mate, added to
their assiduity and the benevolent
atténtions and assistance of Mr.
D. P. Adams, the Chaplain, saved
the lives of magy of the wounded;
those gentlemen have been indefati-
gable in theft attentTons to them ;
the'two fifst I begsleave to recom-
mend for confirmation, and the lat-
ter to the notice of the department.

I must in justification of myself
observe, that with our six twelve
pounders only we fought this action,
our carronades being almost useless.
wounded:
has been great with the enemy {{and their friendly reception after
among the former is the first Lieut.
and of the latter
Cap. Tucker of the Cherub, whose
"wounds are severe., Both the Essex
and Phebe were in a sinking state,

be kept afloat until they anchored in

tered state of the Essex will, I be-
lieve, prevent bher ever reaching

Gherub are badly crippled, and their

T'hope, sirj that out condud may |

government that the aian oily
discovered—but the: thousands of

"that we fought his ships near2 hours.

Svon afterdmy ‘caprureil entered

grant¥lier a passport to securd her

2 \;vf o TaCEE

-Britainand thav' of the | U.'8¢
€

highly-creditable to the lacter{gts,
By she arrival- of the’ Faguyy

had .arrived in the Pacifican p

of me, and those' s¥ill ‘expicied, o

.Timor and New-I{olland, and tha
-another {rigate was:sent to the Ri.
ver 1a Plata..- : e
-To possess:the Essex it has“cost
the British Government near gr
‘millions of dollars, and, yet, siry;
her capture was owing - entirely t’
accident 7 and if we consider ths
cxpedition with which naval con,

brought their ships boldly into- a&is
on wrth a force so very superiar,
and having the choice of position,
they should either have captured ot
destroyed us in one fourth the time
they were about it. -

. During the aftion, our Consul
_Mr. Poinsett called on the Govera.

and request him to cease firing, but
declined using force under any cira
cumstances, & thereis no doubt of 2

tween them ; this conduct added to
bhe assistance.given to the British,

the fation which govern Chili in fa-
vor of the English, as well as their
hostility to the Americans, induced
Mr. Poinsett to leave that country,
Under such circumstances, Ididnot
conceive it would be proper for me
to claim the testoration of my ship,
confident that the claim would be
.made by my Government to more
efiecl,
the sale of ‘my. prizes, 1 had-taken

burnt them aud their cargoes,

<

Sir ‘Anﬂrgw\Hammon‘dz_;‘a\n‘d sailed
from. Valparaiso on the‘27th April,

up their ships to put. them in awtite
for ‘proceeding to ‘Rio ds #aneirov
previous to going to £ngland. .

of the prisoners I have taken during
‘my Cruize, amounting to'343,-
.. -k bave the honar-td be; &cv
T 5% Do DO PORTERS
“The Hon. Secretary.~ @ 7 -,
- of the Navy of the * : '
-7 U. S. Washisgton~+ . °
“P. 8. To give you a corret’'idea

~

thefBoatswain’s and Carpenter’s re-

you a report of the divisions. .~

o Vg

few minutes they Were repairing 5 ‘[mmm'mﬁniif’xf‘hi’, _W.u

‘sBall ‘Rppear id our wext:] -
= i k- — )

4 Wasrinaton Cagy, Joly 15,
.+ LA BRILLIANT,VICTORY.

neral-" Brown to the ' Scoretary
“ Chippeway Plainss, -
‘is .'.p~'i y sl e

2 Efcuse my silence: .1 have been
- B y .

'he ship was small.| piugh engaged, * Fort Erie did noty

A I assured you it “shaiild 1aot, de-
tala e asingle day. ‘@
‘on 'the” night:bf ghe “4thy L
here wiz_h‘s‘ the reserve; Gep. Scott
:paving takeén the posicjon about noprt
With “the- van: /My arrangiments.

;wa# made, whei Msj General

-

can niever]-suspeding ggrigxyg,agqm,&adiwngg =

RN

gl

g‘t‘g u:c r., g;fggtlkh

gkt

few:daye “after my caphire; I wy
informed that besides the ships whid, :
pursui

thers were sent to cruize for me jp |
‘the China“seas, off - New:Zealang, '

tests are now decided, the'ationis
Had they'

or of Valparaiso, and requested
that the batieries might proteé& the
Essex. -Tais request was refused,
but he promised that if she should
succeed in fighting her way to the
common anchorage, he would seid
an officer to the British commandgg

perfect understanding existing be.

the ad&lion, and the strong bias of

Finding some difficulty in.
the He€lor and Catharine td'seaand

I exchanged’ Lt. M¢Knighe,-Mr. '
Adams, .and Nr.-Lyman, and cleven
seamen, yor part of the crew of the’

where the enemy werestill patching *

Annexed is a list of 'the "rch:zianlsi'_
of my crew to be cgchanged, asals |
8o a copy-of the corfespondence be- *
tween Com, Hillyar and myself.on .
that sobject.:. Laljosend you a list’

A *

-of the state jof the Essex -at-the .
timg; of her:surrender, 1 send you |

port‘of the damages ; 1 also send

)
_ _ ,Gopy:of:a :letter from-Major Ge- -
Junior, ‘apd proceed with the sirvi: 9, -
“vors. of iny officers and créw in her’
10 the U. S. taking with me all tier-

L} 1)

. of-War, dated”63h July, 1814 -

o'clock *
Farrived, .

Jor tupning dnd eaken b the rear.the
‘epemy’y position e‘sgf,@{gupeﬁmg

ation, ‘Wl tak
twio, afrer which &

pot doubtld ‘,1
’;céoiﬂpg‘,.h'?. 't b Jebhierd
o Gntasto, When if met.by. the
fegt; oll is yetbriiuot, nder-the
{avor.of hexveng,weshall b
3 way to aveid'disgrace. -’
tailed gaeég: hatl: e d : 3
vortwo, . SRR
T 22 "gb"me,hi‘g‘hcs_t}r(tne,ﬁ.,%c,
T e JaCOD BROWNE

»

Hon, Stcretary of Wars = = &7

By R T R s S e
opy.of 3 letter from' Cipt.: Dent
g &) the Seccy of 'the:Navy, dated .
" 'Charleston, 8th July, 1814.- -
Snl{,hzv,e. the honor to fotward lieut.
Besset’s letter, detailing "the’ parti-
calars of ,the melancholy du_sanﬁer of
the: Alligator. . Private letters from
that/quarter represent the. whift-
wind as very severe and dgstru&lvcj
to houses; crops, &e,-» >
Midshipmen Btailsford and Roger-
son were most promising youog offi-
cers, and would have done honor to
their profession. | I have taken the
necessary steps to get ‘up ‘the "Alli-
gator, and kave no doubit. but I’;hall-,!
sacceed. ASSaG by
I have the honor to be, with gteat
rcsped, your obedient servant, §

J. H. DENT.

& S

Copy of a letter from Lieut. Bessett
to Jobn H. Dent, Esq."command-
ing naval officer, Charleston, S.

" Carolina. A5

“ St Helena hlmd, Joly 24, 1814.
SIR—The paioful task-of inform-

ing you the particulars of the loss of

the U. States schooner Alligator, 1

am now able to undertake. On the

1st of July, at 3 P. M. while at an-
chor in the Port Royal Sound, with
lower yards down, and top gallant
masts housed, a heavy dark cloud rose.
in the west, and coming rapidly
by us. The squall ‘within about

half a mile had the appearance or a

water spout or_whirlwind ; suppos-

ing from its appearance it would up-
set or destroy us, §ifthopght the on-

Iy wayto save the vesrel would be

to run her on shore, as it was first

quarter flood ; the table ‘was cut-and
the head of the jib” hoisted ; when

before the wind she was struck by a

most'tremendous blast, but no inju.

ry was done ; it then cleared up,
the small hower was let'go and the
vessel brought up. +In ten minutes
she.was struck:by another still more
violent.gust ind 7gatantly upset ; the
cible was 3gain clit, in~hopes - that
she would drive on shore, but ;\

noe pnrpose{_’f;bc sank in four fath E
water ; some of the men attempt

10, gain. the shore-by  swimming, but
dreadul to “relate, anly four suc
ceeded ; twenty:three wWere drown-
ed. . Among the number 1-Ravete
lament the ‘log#:oi two. firomising

_ young ‘officers; . Midshipmen- Brails.
ford & Rogergon. 19have been ‘ounc

Xinterred i this Island.  Messrs

" Brailaford & Rogerson were interrec
inthe chisrch-yard by the gentlemer
of St; Helén#i:. Annexed ig a-lisg o
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