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A JUSTICE OF THE PEACE.

Tllustrated by a variet useful
1‘¥ec:dmh:y Q{ f
By J. E. HALL, Esa
Counsellor at Law, and Professor of Rheterich
and Belles Lettres in the™ Udiversity cf
Maryland.

The want of a guide in the execution
of the highly important duties of a Ma.
gistrate has long been’ felt. At the in-
stance of several intelligent gentiemen
in the commission, and members of the
bar, the present editor has been induced
to undertake the task of supplying such
1 work. He has adopted the judicious
plan of Dr. Burn's ustice of the Peace
as a model. In this work it will be re.
collected, the crime is first defined; the
decisions of courts of justice are next
collected, interspersed with such stato-
tory regulations as have been establish-
cd by parliament; and the section i3
concluded with such precedents as the
particular subject requires. So in the
present work, the editor, after definivg
the crime, and collecting a few leading
cases from the best authorities, has ad-
ded such provisions as were to be feund
in the acts of congress and the laws cf
Maryland.

It'is expected that the work will te
comprized in an octavo volume of sig
or seven hundred pages. The price
shall not exceed five dollars. It will be
putto press whenthere isa sufficient sub-
scription to pay the expence of publica-
tion Gentlemen who wish tohave the
book may address the subscriber. These
who purchase, a number of copies for
the purpose of selling again, will be sk
lowed a liberal discount.

GEORGE SHAW,

Jan 26, 1814.
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Annapolis.

In Council,
Annapolis, Jan. 24, 1814.

Previous to the appointment of €.
tractors for the several counties i this
State, the Executive are desirous of re-
ceiving propoeals from such persccs &
may be disposed to furnish supplits for
the Militia. Each contractor isto i
nish supplies for the county for which
he isappointed. Every ration 18 tocon.
sist of one pound and 2 fourth ofa pot:
of beef, or three quarters of a pous
of pork ;. eighteen ounces of bread cr
flour; one gill of rum, whiskey orbrad:
dy ; And two quarts of salt, four quart$
of vinegar, four unds of soap, 3&
one pound and & alf of candles, to{&
very hnndred of rations. [Forage
cavalry, 14 Ib. hay, 3 gallons of oots.;‘f‘
2 gallons of corn. Itis expected l{}e
those who will engage t0 provide
game, will forward their terms 88 lf‘:
as possible to the clerk of the counclir
Bond and security will be require
faithful performance of their duties.

By order, o !
7 NINIAN PINKNEY, Clk
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THE Committee appointed bn!Mpan"oF the Ccmpranication of
the Ex'cCu’li'v.c'6ﬁh¥9’;§‘tatg,‘_‘:'€\!‘hjcb relates to the defenceless and
unprote&ed siguation i which the state. has been left by ‘the Ge-
neral Govergment,’the calamitics of the war, and (e mednsof de-
“fence,” - beg leave Yo report—that inobedlence to the erdey of ju-
sirultions ta them passed by:-the hd‘u'lé'{i’xi;l"ii\{{h" Splrit of  the:
s2id instru@inns, . the ‘commitaie <hive ‘g{:ﬁ;r‘:’%’ﬁh,;d&cﬁ ‘€0 " the’
Congress end _President ot the United States, from ‘thig house! in
behaif of ‘tire people oft Marylahd; Which is lierewigh Feapedifally

submitted for goufderation” together With ‘the folléwing reiotu.

ticn ¢ )
5. 200

Str. 3, 11, f¥Homas Trom tho &ommitlec delivets the fojfpwig repartand | -~
M. J, H he'gommitiet delive fowing repartand |

addresBe, sedh
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Russtoed, Thiat the hanourablé the spéaker of tliis 'Hc’:‘u:ia‘

e is hereby rgquested, 10 cqyfe -three copics of t é:following ad-
dress to be out, to be signed by the"speaker, in Behalf ot the

House of Declegates of Maryland, and -attested hy the €letk’; that
the speaker transmit ofie chpy theréof to a member. of thc"ﬁ;n\a’t:
United States from this state, requesting him, in behalf of,
(his house, to present the.same to that body ;. that he transmit ano-
ther copy thereoftod membgr of the House of Representatives of the
Umted States, from this state, requesting him, in vehalf of this house,
to present the same to that body; ,a'nd\th'al lie transmit anoiher
copy thereof to the said members jaiotly, regiesting them, as a de-
putation in behalf of this bouse, 19-presént the same to the Pre-
sident of the United States; and likewise requesting “them to
receive any answer which may be returned thereto, to be forwarded
tothe speaker, who is hereby authorised, at his discretion, in case
the session shall have clostd before such answeris communicated, to
tause the same to be published for the information ot the good peo-
pie of this state.

’ By order,

l
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To his Excellency the DPresident of the United States; and to the honour-
alle the Senate, and the honourable the House of Representatives of
the United States, in Congress asseinbled. p

The House of Delegates of the State of Maryland, immediately
representing the interests and teclings of the people of the state,
are impelled by urgent ympression's ot public duty, to ad-ress the
constituted authoritivs of the union on the awful condition of
national affairs, and the exposed and d=fenceless situation in which
the statc of Maryland has been hitherto legt by the general govern-
ment, under the impending calamities ot war.

The principles on which the national compat was founded, are
100 recent in the recolledion of the American people, to require the
aid of illustration at this period. It 1s well known, that the weake
ness and incapacity of the old confederation, to afford tne means
of safety and protection to the several members of the confede-
racy, producea a preva:ling senss of the necessity of some more

form of government, invebtéd witn adequate powsTs to

Louvis Gassaway, CLK.

efficient
provide for the common defence, and promote the general welfare.
As an important concern of the general weifure, 1t was also antici
pated, with confidence, that under this form of government, the
just intereats of commerce, connefed as it is with the agricultural
interests and other occupations of an industrivus community, weuld
be faithiuily and effectually preserved, Tothis reasonable hope and
expzclation, we are chiefly to ascribe the sacrifices and concessions
made by the navigating states, and more especially by our patriotic
Lrethren of New-England, in procuring the adoption of the federal
constitution. ‘The staterpf Maryland, sincerely concurred in the
ratification of that instrument ; but lier wige men,"Who advocated
the new system, it is presumed, would have been anxiously per-
plexed, if they could have foreseen that this government would
prove, in its operation, no less incompetent or unavailing for the
purposes of common defence, than the confederation which preced-
el it; while on the other hand, it might become,.in its coutse of
policy, the destroyer, instead of the protedlor, of commerce ; the
inflicter of intense suffering, instead of being the benign guardian of
the public security and happiness. :
More than nineteerd months have iow elapsed since congress de-
clared wat against England. There is reasonto believe, that a
much longer perind has gohe by, since this fatal measure was first
contemplated.. We would ask, whether there is'any portion of the
union, with the exception.of Long Island, more apen and liable to
the ravages 6f a maritime foe than the state of Maryland? And.
situated as 4t is, with the seat of the national government of its
confines, so accessible to a hostile force, is there any part of the
continent which it could have been supposed would more obviousiy
attra& the altive operationg of an enemy, designing to harrass the
physical-strength of tlic country, and to distract and frustrate the
views of its rulers in -their avowed plan of foreign conquest ? Is
“there, in short,” any se€tion of-thé.common league which, from vari-
ous considerations of pridenceand of duty, the genera} government
Was more pec'uli'zf){' bound: to guard by ample and "Iam prepa-
rations for defence? |~ T ool :
We are next constrained to enquite; what has-there then been
done or provided by the natlonal government for the security of a
state, so precariously éircumstanced,against the visitations of a war,
which that gnvérnment had chosen its own time tédeclaré,ind which

" appears to have been fariliar to'its cdontemplation for a considerable

series of time before it was a@ually declared? - )

If we'do not say hoyw little has beén'attempted for our protection,
and in what way even that little has been rendered, it is because
we wish fiot,to, publish our own humiliation to the world, and we
would: not hetray thé extent of our weakness to the enemy: It is,

. because we are desitous of preserving a becoming.measure of respeét

to the national authorties; while in the’ egercise of a comstituti-
onat-privilege, +we perform a requisite duty to our constituents,

- “the freemen 4f-Mirylind, by makinga frank representation of their

‘€°mpli,int;x‘a“;’id'ﬂi_sszﬁbfac_:tioh.'-i' Tt

i : ! ¢ mere shew of resistance, here-
Tofore-exhibited, taving in!faft rat

er tended to provoke than 1epel
_of. our shores,. despairing,
after what has passed, of ‘Qbaining a suficient defence from ‘the go-
vetnment, are becoming, in some parts of the country, inclined al-

- st to_regard with feat the approach of those s¢mblances of milita-

1y aid-which are occasionafly sent among them bécause they have
perceived that this cagual parade, iosteag of giving them agsistance
ather. invites destruélian from an eXasperat.
whose [ufy it is possible’ they might some-
] T o ¥ . 3
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Tt q‘-'fvai' is'to be Continucd, the miserics we,
“NWavg alreddy endured may be tedder mepcics in'
‘comparisuit with those whictiare tobe appsehend-
¢d.A. character ‘of; feracity; unkpown tg the ci-
vilized usages:of modern }:vz{lﬁrej‘l_cq'mf about fo,
be’gitenfo thig'contest. T & yovérument of the
United:-States hag distin@1y dnoounced its porpose’
-6Ff§nqtq§}.jng the subjety’of. the enemy, taken in:
armb.winle in the akt of ;invacing.the territories
-of the ‘power under whose dominions they. were
bota, ahdta whom their gliegiance was natdrally
dut} .and rhiy:protection to British traitors, is'to
b’ bgpmpiishgd.bya system - of sangumary retalt-
atioh, which in itz conscquences may occasjon

 the pacrifice of every X\mérican officer apd sol-.
didr, ‘the ignominious dearh ofall oworunfortunate
conntrymen, who are npw- held as prisoners and
Fostages by the enemy. In addition to this cause

of ‘appreliension, the example of useless barbarity

displayed under the command of the g-neral of,
the forces that lately abandoued Fort George, in

Upper Canda, id committing to the fames the

whole town of Newark, of which our army had

been in the undisputed possession, may, in the

course of a few wonths, .bring upon our coasts

the most direful vengeance which a powcrtul

and enraged enemy can infli@, and may subject
our towns and villuges, and tarms.and habitations,
bordering on the water, 1o all the horrors of the
most feroctous and extensive desolation.

We therefore earnestly entreat the national au-
thorities to tuke these circumstances into imme-
diate and serious consideration ; to provide the
means and munitions ot defence ; ana to furnish a
real efficient regular force to be stationed in the
state, so as to save its property. and its citizens,
from the worst evils and ravagzs of unrclenting
hostility: ‘T'he «fforts of the state itself, for s
own proteclion, have been already exerted in 4
manner necessarily burdensome & vex.tious toits
people; and the state has been compeiled, 1 the
course of the last year, to seck resources in its
own credit, for detraying the expens«s o} de'ensive
measures, which it might well have been hoped
‘would have been seusonably and adequatcly pre-
pared under the supsrintending care and provi-
dence of the government of the unton, The ag-
gregate amount of expences thus incurred is not
now ascertained, as the accounts are not yct ail
liquidated, and there are vouchers still to be pro-
cured. But we trust, that provision will be made
by congress for reimbursing these expences, and
otlers of a similar nature, which may be unavoid-
ably incurred ; and that, as soonasa proper esti-
mate can be exhibited, the heavy advances of
money which the state may have been obliged to
make, for purposes specially enjoined on the gene-
ral government by the terms of the federal con-
stitution, will be promptly and fuily remunera-
ted.

Having briefly urged these constderations, there
remains an indispensable obligation on this house,
in compliance with the known wishes and senti-
ments of their constituents, to submit an earnest
petition to the presigent and congress ofthe Uni-
ted States, for a speedy restoration of the bless-
ings of peace, and an essential change in that
mistaken policy, whose effects ure now so unhup-
pily to be seenin the privations and affliclious of
the land. It might be deemed intrusive, and
it would be altogether itksome, to enter now into
2 minute examination of the causes of the present
war. Itis beheved tp be, at this tme, suffici-
ently ascertained, that the flagrant deception of
the French govermment, praélised in reiation to
the pretended repeal of its predatory cdidls, wus
chiefly instrumental in producing a state of things
in this country, which untortunately led us into
the existing hostilities with Engiand. 'The docu-
ments before congress during the last and prece!t-
ing sessions, it is prcsumed, have conclusively
shewn, that the alleged repeal of the French
-edidls, by the letter of the sth August, 1810,
was only a conditional proposition, as its terms
implied ; and that there wis no _authentic form
of 2 repcal of an carlier date then the decr e of
the 28th Aprl, 1811, winch is expressly bott m-
[ ed on the previous compliance of our government
‘ with one of the conditicns of the letter referred
 to, in emforcing the non-intercourse against Eng-
iand, by the at of March, 1811 This: alt was
in dontormity with the tenor of the president’s
proclamation ot the 2d November, 1810, declar-
ing **#he fast.”’ that on thut day the French de-
 crees were repealed, 50 that they ceased to violate
our ngutral commerce. It has become abundant-
ly apparent, since the date of that proclamatron,
“that in point of f222,
| commerge were cantinued after that date; as:in
point of form. 1t has also appeared, that there
Wwas no ahsolute Tgpgal until nearly six months
_sut.s.quent tothe issuingof the proclumation ; and
that this formal repeal, which, if timely used, might

kave produced thg revocanion of the British or-
‘dcrs,ls\o as to prevent t“!c present war, ‘was not
offictally announced to our. government, or to its
minister at Paris, until mare. chan a twelve.month
‘after the period at which it is dated.: In the re-
port of the secretary of state made to congress
on this subjedt at the’ last session, it is stated,

@hat the light; in which  this transallidn was

the French vinlations of our |
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viewsd by this governmenit) was communicated to. Mr, Barlow inthe
Istier of the 14th, July, 1812, with a view to tlie réquisite. explanatis
"oy - iTFhe notice taken of the subjec i the lettdr of the szcretary
of state,, to” Mri Barlow, of the 14th July, 1813, thus ciged, ‘is ta
be found at the close of the letser, which goncludes in these words s
“OntheFrench degreg of the 28th April, “1811, I"shall forbear to
‘make many oUservations, which have already occuirred, until &lthe
¢ifcumstancesconnetled with it.are better understood.’ TFhe presi-
dent approves your effart to obtain a copy of thatdecree, as he'docs
the commun;gation of it aftexwards to Mr. Russéil.” .
o Irig posurble that Mr. Barlow might not have understood this para- .
%nph as 3ninftruclion, ** with z view to_the tediisite explanation.”
ut as.theé.repart of the sécrgtary furghgr statedythat Mr, Barlow’s’
 successor had been also slnstru€led to demand of the French goveta-
‘ment an explanatigp,”’ the people af the Unrited States might have
been induced to expect that this important matter wauld be fuily de-
Veloped ; and weeshave therefore seert with serious concern, by the
‘late, message from the president 10 congress, *that the views of the
French government have received no.Elucidation since the close ot
the last session.”  This concern is heighténed by the recolleclion
that for a series of years past,-an unhappy.mystery has hung over
the communications with that sune government, whose public out-
rages have violated all the rights of this nation, and have beaped vp-
ot those who administer its affairs every species of contumely aud
insult.

A review of these circumstances, so remarkably charaferistic of
French raud, furnishes, in thz opinion ot this house, strong additicn-
al inducements for términating this disastrous contest with Englaud,
As soon, indecd, as the foul artifice ot the renchruler was discloscd,
and more esp:ciully after the revocation of the Biitish orders was
made known, we should have deemed it fortunate, if the government
had availed itsclf of the propitious opportunity of reinstating the re-
lations of peace with the power with whom we had teen thus cme
broiled. The claim o!f iinpressment, which has been so much exagger-
ated, but which was never deemed of itselfa substuntive cause ot war,
has buen heretofore considered susceptible of satisialtory arrange-
ment in the judgment of toth the commissioners, whoWere seleited
by the president, then inoffice, to condudd the negociations with the
English minister inthe year 1806, and who now occupy high stations
in the administration. Believing that this, and all other causes of
d ficrence, might be accommoZated between the two coyntries, pro-
vided the agents on both sides ure actuated by a sincere wish for a
just accommodation, we cannot but feel anxious for an event which
wouldrelieve the pzeple from the pressure of those burdens, and los-
scs, and dangers, that'arc now to be encountered, without tie pro-
spedd of attaining a single obje €t of national benefit.

i %
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I'rom the progressand occurrences of the war, as-farasit has been
conduded, it must be obvious, thatthe conquest of the Canadian Pro-
vinces is not to be effeted without an immense effusion of blood and
treasure. Ihe conquest, if effeled, we should be inclined to regard
as worse than a doubtful boon. We want no extension ot territorial
limits ; and the genius of our Republican Constitutions is not suite
ed to offensive wars of ambition,and aggrandiz:ment. A war o’ this
nature is calculated to introduce dodtrines, and babits, andevil pus-
sions, which are inimical and dangerous to the hbertics and morals
of the nation. 'T'o carry it on, the nation has been subjedlzd to var-
joys impositions. which will be more oppressive, becauss ali the re-
sources of trade are suppressed, and agcicultural enterprize is de-
prived of its reward. The taxes are multiplied, whi ¢ the means of
payment are diminished, and the ordinary comforts and necessa-
rres of lire are greatly enhanced on the consumer. To carry on the
war, it has been thought adviseatle entirely to cut off commerce;
and the Litter tribulation of the Boston Port Bill ol 1774 is again to
be realiz=d on an infinitely more extenced scale. Upon the poor
gleanings and remnant of trade, the nore precious for being all thav
was left, the complicated rigors of the embargo att, lately passed,
wiil complete with an unsparing severity the work of destruflion,
which British cruizers could not accompiish. "

The people whom we represent, are suffering severely under the
opegation of this baleful poiicy, zgainst which we woald solemnly
remonstrate. But when we cast our eyes further, and look to its
effefls in another par. of the continent ; when we consider the still
greater miseries of the people of New-Eugland, accustomed to live
on navigation, and now deprived of the ordinary means of subsis-
tence; when we refle@ also on t guravated canses of disgust to
that invaluable people, who perceive that, by the formation of new
states out of the limits of our ancient tefritory,they must necessari-
ly lose all share of influence in the National Councils. where other
interests, as they suppose, have already obtaificd an injurious ascen-
dancy; when we meditate on the possible tendency of these irrita-
tions, added to all the difficultics of the immediate and general
distress, althoagh we have full confidence in the faithful integrity
of our eastérn brethren, yet, as they afe men, we are free to confess,
these reflz&ions regger us deeply and doubly golicitous, thar peace
should be restored, without delay, for the relief of the people and
the salvation of the Union. '

Convinced 2s we have been, that the war might have been avoid-
ed, and tiiat peace might be restored, without dishonor to the coun-
try, the present conjunclure scems tous highly favourable for a recon-
citiztion with England, if it is fairly and honestly desiteds- -The
late auspicious events on the continent of Europe, have humbled
‘the power of the proud oppressor of the carth. Wizh the maligni-
ty of the spirit of evil, he had stood on his ‘*bad eminence,” the
scourge o the world. the dissemingor of bloody discord and dissenti-
pon among the mations,—Where 15 arrs or his arts could reach, he
12s been the foil disturber of the tranquillity and happincss of every
region. 1f the sceptre of .the tyrant is not irréparably broken, we
may at least hope, that limits are permanently sct to his inordinate
sway. Wetrust that “the wicked shall now cease from. troubling ;"
an 1 viewing Rim as the atrocious author of alt the wanton and dreadfut
strife which pervades tie old and the new world, we do hope that, his
tremendous ¢apacity for mischicf being terminajed or restrained, no
barrier will remain againsta renewal of friendly intercourse between
those powers, that have been opposed to cach other in battle array.
by the violence and frauds of the aith-enemy of human ﬁbéft" \@c
would, therefore, ardently implore the constituted aithorities of this
nation, that the neguciations about to be iustituted may be carried
on with a just and carnest intention of bringiog them to. an émica-
ble result ; that the evils of this unprofitable and pernicious . war
may-not be protraéled ; and that peace, with all its blessings and
-advantages, may soon be permitted 1o dawn again on our sheres, to
cheer the gloom of disquictude that row exists, and to dispel ths
darker terrors of atempest, which threatens, in its continuance, t
consign the dearest hopes, the harmony and the liberties of ‘this Uni
ted Empire, to irrearicvable destraclion, -
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