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oi the election in the county—direct-
.y then in the te.th ot this provi-

suppuse, sif, a person should meet
the presiding judzes, who according
to his own account ot himself, had
concucted the election illegaliy. &
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one concession wril certainly lead
to another, unt)i the substance of
the law is entirely trittered way.
Even it a stricl adincrence to tne
iaw in this cese hus stienced the
majority ot the votes intended to
be given, it-is no unusual thirgrin

the lite, liberty and property of the
citizun ; it is a tribunal trom wnich
therz is no appeal, unless you fastzn
upon the jurors the blackest ctimes
which can stigmatise the character
of man; crimes which, except iniew
instances, can only be known to ti
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tion, who are to be met withateve-
1y corner, proclajming popular ven-
geance upon those who date freely
to exercise their judgments, and who
when the houar arrives for the exe-
cation of their sanguinary threats,
sculk to their holes and hiding pla-

sition, to wit: that the presding
judges have a rigit to enquire into
the qualifications of theirasscciates.
There is no part of the eicQlionlaw
whnich enavles the presiding judges
to fix, with any certainty, upon the
persons who held the electioh, be.

ed and because the presiding judges
had no right to exciude any return
that is handed to them. If I am
asked why these difficuities do not
oftener occur, I answ.or, because
this exposition of the law has not
yet raceived legislative sanétion, be-
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ces, to seek refuge from the eye of
disdain and finger of scorn pointed
at them by those whose perseverance
in th=ir duty have caused théir base
and shaliow artifices to recoil upon
themselves, ~ Conscious reclitude,
Mr. Speaker, is the safest guide,
When real calamities threaten, and
when real dangers enviror us in pp-
litics a5 well as private life. Whnat a
mortifying & degrading reflectionthen
zust it be to these who shall igno-
minionly ab-andon theirrights, yield-
irgto the emnpty threats of these vile
nintons of faction, when they shall
afterwards gee that even a show of
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What analogy then, sir, is therc
bstween this tribunal aud the one
composediof the presiding judges in
a county, arguing upon the reaso.
of the thing, excluding from our
view the. positive Testrictive words
by which the powers of 2 jury are
regulated, and which are not to b=
tound in the election law; thereis
no-one principle common to both
these tribunals; from the one, in
most instances, there is no appeal;
in the case of the other, remedy
treads upon the heels of wrony n
quick succession, The rights entrust-

cause of the number of persons to
whom the right of holing them is
extended under the 6th section of
the law. Nothing then, sir, can be
more clear.that trom tie numberless
modes by which fraud and imposition
might te practised upon them,
by too easy arecogrition ot aperson
as a judge, who might present him-
self as such,thenthat it wasintend
ed by the framers of the law, inor-
der to give all its provisions full ef.
fect, to give to the majority of the
preg,*ing judges an exstensive dis-
cretion,to make use of those reason.
able sources of information furnish-

cause many who are to be met with
every where in socicty, disposed to
create confusion, have no expeta-
tion that they can find refuge in the
law for their follies or their crimes.
If the clefion law had confined the
appointaient of judges to the levy
court, then the position that the
presiding judges are mere ministeri-
al officers, might have some small
share ot plausibility ; but the law
should have gone no farther, their
commissions should be their eutire
qualification. The idea of their
berng ministerial officers even on this
ground, is barely plausible, for tho’

our jurisprudence 3 1t is to be scen
every day in common life, that in-
dividuals and boaies of men have
rights to which they torteit their
claim by not pursuing the proper
mode to secure the cnjoyment of”
them ; and yet no one was ever mad
enough to contgnd, that the laws
which were interded to proteQ sucl:
rights sheuid Le so gucdified as res
trospectively to meet such cuscs

Even, I say, sir, if the yoice of th
majority 1s sifenced for a ‘year, tg:
evil lies, in the law, aud not in the
judges—That law must govern until
1t 18 altgred and cpanged by the
proper authority. ‘Lhg operation of
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so certain, was to the end that the
people ghould” be repyel_c‘nted from
“the commencement of the sitting’ of

The Gentleman from the cii
Tiniotd b an from the city of
© Capmitte

stricyve words or powers, the ude:
of which may invalve the destiny or.
exist=nce of our republic, The pow-

ehension and
¢, .of the a-
ibecriber; or

.. The Report’ '

‘OF the Commintés of-8

‘said, if the report of
adopted, the' peos

o the Volted, m’;g&ihﬁ?‘gz‘;fln ’l"{“ the statetof -Maryland 'had er given to congress to declare war, ] the leghslature, by their rightful a- | for as any decision i3 fikely to be | rounty in the state, has kindled a- )
e il ‘“’ MRS .,“S"_t_cleaIbi:;heirrcprcuqqﬁn': ‘to lay taxes, &c. are giveén only'in | gents, If the inferences drawn from | more correét which hagreceived the | lame which ‘threatened to consume . i

EXEALE, | "7 .'gd W‘s'i;;'gghe’ Rsuists “and. ebphists o - form and the law by the gentlemen op the o- | santionof two tribunals -even ced | every thing aronnd it—a return sup-

_general terms, & yet it is well known

;S {“f”‘g}'s hf o asid N 7 :g;‘“ﬂ&?heir law3.if sach a state of | that a majarity is competont to:their} ther side of the house, the certainty.| ing to both the same- ghare of -wis- | ported by thé Ixw amd constitetion .
e 9w ,;..“.'_m.‘, pavLed s | nga should ever arrive, the peo~ | exercivg, and all the huglier poyers of cle@ions & a fair representation of | dom ; much sironger is this qare. (For somaipder ealoet prg-)
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