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U. 5. Frigate Chesapeake,
Boston, April 10, 1813.
SIR—

I avail mygelf of the *ermination
of the Chesapeake’s cruize, which
has endedby herarriva! in this port,
to inform yvou of the transactions
thereof, K

I Lelieve it is known to yod that
we sailed from Boston on the 17th
Dec. last, On the Sist, at 3 P. M.
we discovercd the first sail to which
we favc chase; but night comingon
we lost sight of her. On the 15t day
of Jun. at half past 3 P. M. being
inlat. <3 N, long. 52 W, we disco-
vered another sail to which we gave
chasc—ut 5, Lt. Puge boarded her
and discovered that she was the A-
merican brig Julia of Boston, from
Lisbon boundto Boston and that she
wras sailing under a British licence
which the captain delivered to him,
In conszquence of this I determin.
ed to place her papers m the hands
of a midshipman, and send him into
her port of destination, that she
might be proceeded against if pro-
per ; but the night being now ad-
vanced and the weather boisterous,
I concluded to lay by with her
until morning. When at hal{ past
8 A. M. whiie aboutdispatching her
two sail were discovered in the
wind’s eye of us, standing dircctly
for our weather bow. About half
past 9 I discovered by their sails
they were vessels of war, one of
which appeared to be a large ship.
Midshipman Blodget and the captain
of the brig were now dispatched to
her, with directions to steer his
course, by doing which he would go
large and some distance from them;
tnd on the return of the boat, 1
wore round and stocd under double
reefed topsail ahd fore topmast stay-
eail, so as to bring themabout three
points on our weather quarter with
the double purpose of drawing them
from the brig, and by compelling
them to haul more up to be enabled to
ascertain more correctly the force of
them. After standing some distance

from the brig, I backed the mizen
topsail to let them approah us; but
finding they bore directly up, and
that by remaining with itaback they
Wwould be quite niear us, before we
could discoxer their force, I filledit
again and stood one point higher
than before, and they again hauled
up; but not so that we could disco-
ver more than the round of their
bows, and nearly in this position
they kept until about 1 A. M. when
we lost sight of them in a héavy
Wy 1 pasquall—about this time our foretop-
S+ mast was discovcred to be sprung,
"% and by meridian the sea and wind
had increased to that degree that it

Was necessary to bring the ship toa

reefed foresail and maintopsail with

housed top-gallant masts. At 2 P,

M. having every thing snug, and be-

ing desirous to ascertain their force

8o that if there was not a great dis-

parity, I might endeavour to obtain
. 'a position to bring themto action on

the weather moderating ; I wore
and stood in the direction we had
Jast scen them until 5 P. M.—when
discovering nothing of them Iagain
wore and procceded towards our
place of destination. On the 9th we
made the island of St. Anthony, one
of the Gape de Verds. Here it may
be proper :0 mention that our pas-
sage until the 10th of January when
we were in lat. 15, 30 N. and long.
25, 11, W. had been uncommonly
Loisterous. We had by that day
Jost two forctopmasts; and from
the day of our sailing until then the
gun-deck had not been dry.

On the 12th at 5 ‘A, M. we disco-
vered a sail N. by E, to which we
gave chase, and at 10 brought her
.00 and boarded her.’ She proved to
be the British ship Volunteer, from
‘Liverpool to Biatra, one of the con-
7 'vey rof 12 sail bound to dierent
. potts-of South America, and the
%aé‘uﬁb Ocean, under charge of the
“ Cherub, slocp, from which she had
-B':“Ed:id,y.i previous to our falling
i with her. She had on board a
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Bishaidtig) Bt to Kawithea, i
dext day at 8'A: M, we_discovered
waother gafl beariny Wi-by ‘N to
‘which ¥we gave chase, and at 10

boardéd her.. As she was known to

Sdids

the. convoy, I boarded: her’ under
"English colours, in hopes of being
enabled te gzin such information as
‘Would bring us in sight of the feet.
"I found she had left them the day
after ‘the Volunteer: that she had
byt litde that was valuable in her,
and as her maimmast would make us
a most excellent maintopmast, which
we ‘were nach in want of, [ deter-
minsd to take oat the valaable part of
the cargo and destroy her. While
in the exccution of this at 4 P, M.
anotlier sail wasdiscover’d. Oasceing
us she made sail from us, and as ths
wind was light and no possibility of
coming up with her before dark, 1
judged it best to tuke what we could
from the brig while the day lasted,
and to ran part of the night to the
southivard and westward in hopes to
intercept her next day—this [ did,
and lay by the latter partof the

—\When secing nothing of her, I
bore up and stood ina direction
to intercept the fleet, if they had
g’nsscd_ the inside of the Cape de
«rds which, from the course t! .y
wers steering when the brig separa-
ted irom them, and the information
[ was enabled to glean from the cap-
tain and crew of her befere I in-
formed them who we were, I was
strongly impress=d with the idea
they nad done; butl regret to say
that after pursuing this course until
1 iccived on our cruising ground we
saw nothing of them. Perhaps, sir,
the idea may suggest itself to you,
that taking into consideration the
latitude allewed in my instructions,
it would have been proper for me to
have pursued them further; and I will
therefore give vou my rcasons for
not doing so. As I have mentioned
herctofore I boarded the brig under
English colors, and I believe the
captain had not the smallest suspici-
on of our being other than an En-
glish frigate until I undeceived him.
By different questions I learnt that
there was not the smallest upprehen-
sion in the fleet of falling in with A-
merican cruizers, between where
they were and their places of desti-
nation, and that it was very possi-
ble that they had nearly all separa-
ted, as the evening when he last
saw the commodore they were much
scattered ; some a considerable dis-
tance astern of the brig and others
as far ahead—and by the pap=rs I
obtained I learnt they were bound
to nearly as many ports as there
were vessels. ‘I'hese considerations
operated forcibly to detcrmine me to
abide on the ground aliottzd me, and
| reasoned thus—It is evident that
by this time they must be scparated,
and the only probable chance I can
have of fallingin with them will be
to proceed directly and cruize off a
neutral harbor; by doing this I may
possioly fall in with one or two that
are bound to the most northerly
ports—but while I am occupied look-
ing for these vessels which may be
in shore of me—when I see them es-
cape—the chance is the others will
be safely arrived in port—besides at
this period an alarming malignant
fever had made its appearance in the
ship, which threatened to be epide-
mical, & I was apprehensive that by
going into the sultry latitudes where
we might calculate upon almost con-
tinual rain, there would be no pos-
sibility of checking it. Again, this
was only one fleet, and from one
port : we were in the track they
sailed both home and outward. The
newspapers we had obtained an-
nounced that the Govenor.General
of India would sail in a few weeks,
in a frigate for hiscommand ; by re-
-maining where we were, was it not
possible we might be so fortunate as
to intercept him ? Finally, taking
fato consideration all those circum.
stances, L determined to remain on
our cruizing ground be the event
what it would; and I have now to
regret that I must inform you that I
could scarcely have made a more un.
happy determination; for after
cruizing there until the 22d of
February we discovered but one sail,
which proved to be the British brig
Earl Pércy, from Barravista to Bra.
zils, with a cargo of salt, her I man.
ned and ordered in.
It now remains for me torelate to
you the transactions since we left
our cruizing ground. From the §eh
of Feb. when we' took the Earl Per-
cy, and were in the long,. of 24,5 30
-W. and Jat. 2, 31 N. until the 23d
‘the weather had been such as to de-
-prive us of the beaefit ‘of lunar ob.
servations.’ Apprehénsive that we
lad a westerly:curtent, I had part
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