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Documents

Accompanying the President’s ﬁlt:l}' of
March 9, 18132,

MR. HENRY TO MR, MONROE,

Philadelphia, Feb. 20, 1812,

To James Monroe, Eeq.

Secretary of State, &c.
Siry

Much observation and experience have
convinced me, that the injurics and insults
with which the U. States have been so long
and so frequently visited, and which cause
their present embarrassment. have been owing
to an opinion entertained Ly foreign states,
¢ that in cny measure tending to swound their
pride or to provoke their hostility, the go-
vernment of this country could never induce
a great majority of its citizens to concur'’'—
and as many of the evils which fiow from
tbe influence of this opinion on the policy of
forcign nations, may be removed by any act
that cau produce unanimity among all parties
in America, 1 voluntarily tender to you, siry
such meaus as I possess, towards promoting

_s0 desirable and important an chjet—which,
;if accomplished, caonot fail to extinguish,
perhaps, for ever, those expectations abroad,
which may protra@ indefinitely an accom-
modation of existing differences, and check
the progress of industry and prosperity in
this rising empire.

I bave the honour to transmit herewith
the documents and correspondence relating
tc an important mission in which I was em-
ployed by sir James Craig, the late gover-
nor.general of the British provinces in North
America, in the winter of the year 1809,

‘The puhlication of these papers will de-
monstrate a fact not less valuable than the
« ' gocd already propised—it will prove that no

reliance ought to be placed on the protessions
of good faith of an administration, which by
a series of disastrcus events, has fallen into
such hand Castlereagh, a Wellesley ora
LiverpoghG mould rather say into the hauds
of the’s:dpid subalterns, to whom the plea.
sures and the indolence of thote ministers have
consigned it.

In conzributing to the good of the United
States by an exposition which cannot, I think,
fail, to solve and inelt all division and disuni.
on among its citizens, 1 flatter myself with
the fond expeQtation that when it is made
public in England, it will add one great mo-
tive to the many that already exist, to in-
duce the nation to withdraw its cenfidence
from men whose political career is a fruitful
source of injurv and embarrassment in Ame-
rica; of irjustice and misery in Ireland ; of
distress.and apprehension in England ; and
contempt every where, In making this com.
municatian to you, sir, 1deem itincumbent
on me, distinétly and unequivocally to state,
that I adopt no party views—that I have not
changed any of my political opinions—that I
neither seek nor desire the patronage nor con-
fidence of any government nor any party—
and that in addition tp the moatives already
expressed, J am influenced by a just resent-
ment of the perfidy and dishonour of those
svho first vielated the conditions upon which
I receiced their canﬁd?; #Yo have injured
me, and disappointedgfhetexpedtitions of my
friends, and left me no choice but between a
degrading acquiescence in injustice, and a re-
‘taliation which is necessary to secure to me
my own respeét,

This wound will be felt where it is merit-
ed—and if sir James Craig ftill live, his fhare
of the pain will excite no sympathy among
thofe who are at all in the (ecret of our con-
nedtion.

I have the honour to be, Sir,
Your moft obedient servant, &c.
g : (Signed) J. HENRY.

No I.
Mr. Ryland, sscretary to sir James Craig,
5 late governoi.general of the British pro-
vinces in North America, to Mr, Henry.
Application to undertake the mission to the
United States.
(Most fecret and confidentiall)
Quebec, 26th Fun. 1809,
My dear sir,

‘The extraordinary sitvation of things at
this time in the neighouring Rates, has fug-
gefted to the governor in chief, the idea of
eunplcying ycu on a fecreturd confidential
mission to Boston, provided 2y grrangement
can be made to meet the important end in
view, without throwing an absolute obltacle
in the way of your prof-{lional pursuits. The
information and political observations hereto-
Jore received from you, were transmitted by
his excellency to the secretary of state, who
hos expressed his particular cpprobation of
them, and there is no doubt that your able

. execution of such a missionas I have above
-suggested, would give you a claim, not only

. .omthe ernor general, but on his majesty’s
ministers, which might eventually contribute

- to your advantage. You will have the good:
pess, therefore, to acquaint me, for his ex-
- ‘cellency’s information, whether you could

-

ke it conveniént te engage in a mission of

] this “natore, and what pecuplary ‘gsslstance

would be requisite ‘to undestake it without’
injury to yourself.: S 5
At present, it is only neceffary for me to
add, that the governor would furoish you
with a cypher, for carrying on your corres-
pondence, and that in cafe the leading party
inany of the states wished to open a com-
munication with this government, their views
might be communicated through you.
I am with great truth, and regard,
My dear sir, . .
Your moflt fakhful humble lervant
(Signed) HERMAN W. RYLAND.
John Henry, Esq.

No. II.

General instructions from sir §. H. Craig
10" Mr. Henry, respecting his secret missi-
on.

His excellency the governor in chief’s instruc-
tions to Mr, Henry, February 1809.
(Most secret and confidential.)

Quebec, 6th Feb. 1809.

Sir—As you have fo readily undertaken
the {ervice which I have fuggefted to you as
being likely to be attended with much bene-
fit to the public interefts, I am to requeft
that with your earliclt conveniency you will
proceed to Boston,

The principal object that I recommend to
your attention, is the endeavour to obtain
the most accurate information of the true
ftate of affairs in that part of the union,
which, from its wealth, the number of its in-
habitants, and the known intelligence and a-
bility of feveral of its leading men must na.
turally poffefs a very considerable influence
over, aud will indeed probably lead the other
caftern ftates of America in the part that
they may take at this important crifis.

I Mall noc pretend to point out to you the
mode by which you will be moft likely to
obtain this important information ; your own
judgment and the conne@ions which you
may have in the sown must be your guide.

I think it however neceffary to put you on
your guard againft the (anguineness of an
afpiring party—The federalists as I under-
ftand, have at all times discovered a leaning
to this difpofition, and rheir being under its
particular intluence at this moment is the
more to be expe@ed from their having no ill
founded ground for their hopes of being nearer
the attainment of their objet than they have
been for some years palt.

In the ‘gereral terms which I have made
use of in delcribing the obje& which Irecom.
mend to ycur attention, it is fcarcely necef-
fary that I should observe, I include the
ftate of the public opinion, both with regard
to their internal politics and to the probability
of a war with England ; the comparative
firength of the two grea: parties into
which the country is divided, aud the views
and designs cf that which may ultimately
prevails

It has been fupposed that if the federalif's
of the eastern ftates fhould be successful in
obtaining that decided influence which may
enable them to dire& the public opinion, it
is not improbable, that rather than submit to
a continuance of the difficulties and distrels
to which they are now subjeét, they will ex-
ert that influence tobring about a feparation
frem the general union.  The earlicft infor-
mation on this fubje&t may be of great con-
sequence to our government, as it may also
be, that it fhould be informed how far in
such an event they would look to England
for affiftance or be difpofed to enter into a
conneétion with us,

Although it would be high'y inexpedient
that you (hould in any manner appear as an
avowed agent, yet if you could contrive to
obtain an intimacy with any ong of the lead-
ing party, it may not be improper that you
should insinuate, though with great caution,
that if they should wish to enter into any
communication with ourgovernment, through
me, you are authorifed to receive any fuch,
and will fafely transmit it to me; and as it
may not be impoffible that they fhould re-
quire some document by which they may be
affured, that you are really in the fituation
in which you represent yourfelf, I enclofe a
credential to be produced in that view ; but
I most particularly enjoin and direét, that
you do not make use of this paper, unlefs a
defire to that purpofle fhould be exprefTed,
and unlels you fee good ground for expeQl.
ing that the doing so may lead to a more
confidential communication than you can o-
therwife lock far.

In pafiing through the (tate of Vermorms,
you will of courfs exert your endeavours to
pracure all the information that the short stay
you will probably make there will admit of.
You will ose your own discretion-as to delay.
ing your journey, with this view, more or
lefs, in proportion tn your profpeéts of ob.
taining any information f consequence.

I requefl to hear from you as frequent as
poffible, and a3 letters direfted to me might
excite fufpicion, it may be as well that you
put them under cover to Mr, ——, and as
even the addrefling letters always to the fame
perfon might attra@ notice, 1 recommend
your fometimes addrefling your packet to the

chief juftice here, or occafionally though fel-

dom'to Mr. Ryland, but never with the addi-
tion of his ofhicial infcriPtion. e
1am Sir, * ~
Your most obedient huinble servant,
(Signed) J.-H. CRAIG.
John Henry, Esq: .

i No. III. ,
Cred:ntials from sir Fames Craig, to Mr.
Henry, 6th Fib, 1809.

(cory) (sEAL)

The bearer Mr, John Heory is employed
by me, and full confidence muy be placed in
him, for any communication which any per-
fon may wilh to make to me in the bufinefls
committed to him, In faith of which I have
given him this under my hand und feal at
Quebec the 6th day of February, 1809,

(Signed) J. H. CRAIG.

-

No. 1V.

Mr. Henry's letters to Sir Fames Craig,
written whilst employed on a mission to
Boston.

No. 1. -

Ansseer to the letter of Mr. Secretary Ry-

land proposing the mission, ¢,
Montreal, Fan. 31, 1809,

I have to acknowledge the favour of your
letter of the 20th inft, written by the defire
of kis excellency the governor in chief ; and
haften to exprefs through you, to  his excel-
lency, my readinefs to comply with his wishes.

I need not add how very flattering it is to
receive from his excellency the affurance of
the approbation of his majefty’s fecretary ol
itate for the very humble fervices that 1 may
have rendered.

If the nature of the service in which I
am to be engaged will require no other dif-
burfements than for my individual expenfes,
1 do not apprehend that these can exceed my
private refources.

I fhall be ready to take my departure be-
fore my inftru@ions can be made out.

I have the honour, to be, &c.
J. H'Y.

H. W. Ryland, Sec. &c.

Not2:
To his excellency the gov. gen. &co in an-
swer to his letter of instru&ion,

" Montreal, Feb. 10, 1809,

Str—I have the honour to acknowledge
the receipt of your excellency’s letter of cre-
dence, and the cypher for carrying on my
correspondence. 1 have bestowed much pains
upon the cypher, and am, njgwithstanding
this deficient in some points &h might en-
able me to understand it cledrly, I have
compared the example with my own exempli-
cation- of the cypher, and find a difference’
in the results ; and as the present moment
seems favorable to the interference of H.
M’s government in the neasures pursued by
the federai party in the northern states, and
more especially as the assembly of Massachu-
setts is now in session, I think it better to
set forward immediately, than wait for a.
ny further explanation of the means of car-
tying on a secret correspondence ; which the
frequency ot safe private conveyances to Ca-
nada wiil render almost wholly unnecessary.
Should it however, be necessary at any time,
I take leave to suggest that the index alone
furnishes a very safe and simple mode. In
it there is a number for every letter in the
alphabet, and particular numbers for particu-
lar phrases ; so that when I do not find in
the index the particular word I want, I can
spell it with the figures which stand opposite
to the letters, For example, if I wish tosay
that ¢ troops are at Albany,” I find under
the letter ¢ T’ that nuinber 16 stands for
F¢¢ troops” and number 125 for ¢ Albany ;"
the intervening words ¢ are at,” I supply
by figures corresponding with the letters ig,
these words. .

It will be necessary to provide against ac.
cident by addressing the letters to Mr, —,
of Montreal, with a small mark on the cor-
ner of the envelope which will under.
stand, When he receives it? will then
address the enclosure to your' exXxellency and
send it from Montreal by mail, I will be
careful not to address your excellency in the
body of the letter nor sign my name to any
of them. They will be merely designated by
the initials A. B. x

If this mode should inany respet appear
exceptionable your exeellency will have the
goodness to order a more particular explana-
tion of the card. It would reach me in safe-
ty enclosed to » Boston,

I bave the honour to be, &ec.

J. Hy.
No 3.

Burlington, (Vs.) Feb. 14, 1809,

. Str—1 have remained here two daysin
order tully to ascertain the progress of the
arrangements heretofore made for organizing
an efficient opposition to the general govern-
ment, as well as to become acq#ainted with
the opinions of leading people, .relative tq the
measures of that party which has the ascen-
dency in’the national councils. -

On the subjeét of* the embargo laws there
seems but onc opinion ; namely, that they
are unnecessary, oppressive and uncoosticuti.
onals . It must also be observed that the exe-
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cptioﬁ of them is s0 iovidious ag ; < the pational goverhment."' J‘bcy"1 gafe th
wards the officers Df‘gq'grnn’:ﬁ:ﬁ wd f“k’:"", deny, that.should ,I‘b&.lbﬁ'l  barrall
of the people, which j - comiy il dp DO inue to be represented as it | and pr
’ 13 of courie 1pygyp | Yermont continue to B s 1 ilint
ble to the government itself ; 59 1y ister of i would iu all P.oulvabuluy uunte re_gn
the state of Massachusetts shogly tin 3 3t Phc eighbouring atates in apy serious this c
bold s:ep towards refifting the % !ﬁ'g I |:uh l{ R ance to a-war which u_mlshf A'FrPW‘
thefe laws, 1t is highly probable i '::llol 10 : ient to adopt. This, 1 think, iy.I'dpon |
late upon the hearty co-operation of ther mufe opinion for you® to rely on ; if in- lh.ehpa
ple of Vermont. -« i ; pes 'd n“‘n(:g_'cush! to be pl'acedfonhanyag:l:- Zlﬂl I:

Tlearn that the governor ofthiy states ,d:pwdl“g upon the will of the rabble, ng
yixiting the towns io the northerp “O.i:. :"h is ever thanging, anq muudcycr be :;:lnga
it ; and makes no secret of hig determ;, _ uked with ignoyance, caprice - an !nconl- y
on as commander in <hief of the mlﬁd, FY . As the crisis appreaches, the difficul- ';']:enld
retuse obedience to any command fl’vxa' u ;-of deciding upon an hzzardoml,_alv.c;na:v_e‘ no(:xuin'
genezal gavernment which can tend o e 4} increase 5 and unfortunately, there i |
rupt the good understanding that prevaily ; tin Vermont any man of commanding ta- | ruptec
tween the cltizens of Vermont and B, R o1, cipable ofau;bcunggmefalconﬁde{;{:; mt‘)‘re,
fubje@s in Canada., It'ie further e finful‘!bg into thE%people his own spirir, | re o
that in cafe of war he will ufe his iig, . .3 amidsc the confusion of confliting opin- :ﬁil.:na
to };‘rclﬁrvlc '(.hc ftate WEUTRAL, gpg . a3, dangers and cax?r:;ouon, co;r_vp_uenfnxo g
with all the force he can command: ; io the path of duty or safety. he )
tempt to make it a _party, ol n::‘.:;’"; 'd":,,, is an indymiou:, prudent man ; & b)f ::
that if these resolutions are carried s e g peuonll mﬂutnC_e than any o-gh".; migh
fe@t, the state of Vermon: may bﬂ‘ecn&,_ S b abilities are pat suited ta the situati- ::um
ed%s anhally'of G. Erirain. - [ in which a civil war would place h..‘\m'.B P:ﬁl::‘

o what extent the sentiments 1 am, &c. ’ Olghd

vail in this quarter exift in the pej HE?“ No. 5. the
{tates, or even in the caftern feai.i, i Amberst, No H. Feb. 23, 1809. incre:
state, I am unable to conje@ure, | gy 5 g Brita
say with certainty, that the lcading‘:i‘m Asenucm:n going dire&t to Ca'mada, af. lerei}.
the federal party a& in concert; ‘ad,lhr;: ds 2 safe and favorable opportunity of giv. offici
fore, i;:fler.h!:dat ahcommon sentiment 53 you s0me further a;u;lun! o:' mﬁyiprogr;s!. ;;l}‘tl;
the whole y throughout New.Eqp! il not make use of the post-offices when

I have feen a letter froma gemlcg::;" : :;n avoid it ; because private occasions su- | grou:
at Washington to his correspondent jy s e rcede the pecestity of writiog lnd Cy?h!'r]— r‘:)ae)m‘
pllacc ;r :uu.il.a;l its corf:lzenu may serve o [od the contermpt ;)fhdeceucyi :nf ‘;}:lrmrg;, i
throw lome light on paifling events te, nich forms part ot the morals o ¢ subal- i
thall fend either the original or 2 conr:’;.i . officers of democ_racy, would. incline “:iub‘
this dispatch, The writer of the leteer ita J:hem to break a seal, with the same mdnlﬁ'cv- e h)‘
rr;]an of chara@er and veracity : and i, JMlesce that they brrak.lhelrbwo_rd‘;,‘wl:n cither 22: l
ther competent or not to form corre@ opig; criasity or interest is to be indulged. :
ons himself is probably within the mﬁt& - 1 have not had sufficient time nor evidence | to be
all the knowledge that can be obtized 1> enable me to form any opinion for myself, | veni
the party to which he belongs. It appe;y [l <! the lengths to which tbe federal ‘.’a""; agail
by this slat(e:mcnr. there 1s 2 very formidabe will carry !P}elr :ppouuon fto the nz;:;qah
majority in Congress on the side ¢f admin; sveraraent io the event of a war, uc
lra{ion notwithstanding which there :,T," Szy be inferred from the result .of the Si
reason to hope that the nitlwm fiates in [ ceticas of goverr:icrl, w:ich Wltlllfnh;Wo :\JCCC:
their diftin€@ capacity, willpunite and re28 conths will be made in the states o ase
by force a war with G. B, In what rece [ schusetts, New-Hampshire, and Rhode- !:a!
this reﬁﬂ;nce wnll‘flivﬂ thew itfelf is probatly Iand, From all I know an? all I can learn :n:n
not yet determined upon ; and may in fime { the general government, 1 am not appre-
meafure depend upon lhc’ nliznceytll:u the ;:r.sivegof an immediate war, ’ljhe' embar- 1
leading men place upon affurances of sopport [ 10 1s the favourite m:as:lr:, and, it 15 proba- ::1:1“
from H. M’s representatives in Canada ; :d tls that other means will be employed to ex- 1
as I fhall be on the spot to tender this when. ce England to]commi: :om; ala _of hlosuln- 3:;“
ever the moment arrives, that it can be ¢xe [l 1y, for the sole purpose of placing the re- g
with effe€t—there is no doubt that all their poasibility of war on that country this | jeop
meafures may be made fubordinate to the is. [l I most particularly rc'c‘ohmn;cnddm;hccon_sl?lc- :::
tentions of H. M’s\government, Grex [l riticn of ministers. ¢ dread of opposition
pains are taken by lhekn of talents and in. [l 424 the loss of popularity, will certainly keep | Mmat
telligence to confirm the fears of the commes [l the ruling party at Washington maﬁ;ve.—. }:;:1
people, as to the concurrence of the souther [l Tey will risk any thing but the loss of pow-
democrats in the proje@s of France, and c. Ml ¢ and they are wc'll aware that their power gov
very thing tends to enccurage “the belef, wuid pass awzy.wnh tl_tc first calamity which Col:rll
tbat the diffolution of the confederacy will il tir measures might bring upon the common
be accelerated by the spirit which cow ado. [ KE' (from wham that power C“‘?m‘“s] bre,
ates both parties. " wless indeed they could find a sufficient ex- plar

Tam, &c ase in the condué of G. Britain, Thisim- aut!

A.B, pestion canriot be too deeply felt by his ma- fuc!

No. 4 ) jsty's ministers, nor too widely. _apread cei

o o.’ .) Fi ) throughout the Brilis(}]\ nation. It ‘\jull_ f;‘xr. gtc‘:
Windsory (Vt.) Fely 19 1809, zith you a “sure guide in every policy’that | ¢

Str—My last (No. 5) wapwritten it [l cay be adojted towards the United States, | aid
Burlington, the principal town io the ner- I bave the horor to be, &co . A. B. qui
thern part of the state of Vermont, lam Ne. 6. .Ha
now in the principal town in the caslern sece Boston, March 5, 1809. d(:a
tion. S ’

The fallacy of men's opinions when they I'm favoured with another oppartunity of | per
act under the influence of sensibility, aad ar2 wiiting to you by a private couveyance ; and | anc
strongly excited by these hepes which always thick it probable at this seaton that the f:rc- gu!
animate a rising party, led me to ccubt b: giercy of these will render it unnecestary to c:i‘
corrs@ness of the opinions whick I rectiv wite to you in cypher.
in the northern :e'a?cn of this state § mbxd Ttdoes not yet appear necessary that I lnL'!
from its contiguity to Canada, and ey sheald discover to any person the purpase of | po
intercourse with Montreal, has a strong ia- oy vitit to Boston j nor is it probable l!ﬂ.t Ijto
terest in promoting a good understaxcig M stall be compelled for the sake of gaining | thi
with his majesty’s government: therefore more knowledge of the arrangements of the | pr
since my departure from Burlingteo, I tare federal party in these states, to avow myself frc
sought every favourable occasion of cosveri- Bl 15 a regular authorised agent of the British | pic
ing with thed rats, on the prebable re- government, even 1o thost.: individuals who | 1 |
sult of the poli®} adopted by the general g B woold feel equally bound with myself to pre- | pr
vernment. The difference of opinien is tbts serve with the u;mos! }ilnscn;)!,i.\bll“)'y so 1m- 5"
expressed. partant a secret from the pubtic eye. :

' l':.l'he federal party declare that in theerect 1 have sufficient means of information to ed
of a war, the state of Vermont will treats erable me to judge of the proper period for | co
tely for izsclf with G. Britain ; acd &7 tfering the co-operation of Great-Britain, | po
parately for tli f it g ! P b ‘
port to the utmost the stipulations 13 which 1d opening a correfpondence between ; m
it may enter, without any regard to d'tm pvcrfxor'-g.cncnl of Britifh Amen::, ':\2 ;_:
cy of the general government. Tbe tofe individvals who from the part they take t
crats on the other hand assert that in sk in the oppofition to the national government, |2
a case as that contemplated, the people the influence they may poffefs in any ncw
be nearly divided into equ mbers 0?'!( ofder‘pf things that may grow out of the pre- | p!
which would support gqrernmest ift fent differences, Mhould be qualified to a& on |in
could be done withauf in¥olving the people @ belalfof the northern ftates. An apprehenfion Eln_

a civil war; but at all cvents vOF‘fi"“i"
every thing in preference to 2 coalition “h
G. Britain. This difference of opisic?
not to be wholly ascribed to the pre] Ax
of party. The people in, the easterd §¢

of Vermont are not operated upen by
same hopes and - fears as thosé on the bg

of the British colony. ~These are not e
dent upon Montreal for the sale of ‘bf‘;‘;i’:
duce nor the supply ot foreign comm :w
They are -not- apprebentive of a0y “:ui

‘| dangers or inconveniencies from a s

war; and althg’ they admit that the 8°'f"°-;'
counti!, and 3:4ths of their represetatid

, : ]
congress are of tha federal party, yee tbey.
not believe that the state weuld yund ‘_l"”’

B
,:?.—‘ 2

of any fuch flate of things as is prefuppofed

by thefe remarks, begin to fubfide fince it }a

hat appeared by the condué@ of the general
government, that it is ferioufly alarmed at
the menaciog agtitude of the northern flatet.
But although%g'is believed that there is no
probability o§¥ immediale war,_yet no
docbts are entefeained that Mr. Madifon
will fall upon fome new exgedients to bring a-
bout hoftilities ; what thele may be, can only
bededuced irom what appears to be pradicable.
A von.intercourfe with England and France
vill probably fupercede the emhargo : which,
by opening with the reft of Europs a partial
Igitimate commerce, and affording ftrong

t3mptations to that which isillegal, will ex,
4 g ! - AN :



