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An ACT concerning Crimes and Punishments.

x THEREAS it frequently happens, that men resigning themseives to the
\" dominion of inordinute passion, commit great violations upon the lives,
libertics or Propertyy of others, which it is the great business of the laws to
’TW“& and s'ccurc, :u}d experience cvinces that the surcst way 9[‘ preventing
the perpetration of crimes, and of reforming offenders, is by a mild and justly
..,-Uporunnud scale of pumshn‘.ct\ts; therefore,
1L Bc 17 PNACTED, by the Gencral dssembly of Maryland, That the offences
Gerein areer mentioned against Lhc_govcrnmcr}t and the supremacy of the laws,
il be punished in manner following ; thu't is to say, 1st. Every person duly
| onviczd of the crime of high treason against the state, shall suffer death by
panging by the neck, ot be sentenced to undergo a conﬁncmcn}: in the peuniteu-
tiary- house herein uftel:mcnt.loned for a period not less than six nor morc than
kwenty years, at the discretion of the court, and shall be kept therein at har.d
sbour, or in solitude, and shall in all things be treated and dealt with asis
erein after direéted. 2d. Kvery free negro, mulatto or slave, who shall be du-
. convicted of actually raising, and every white person who shall be duly
onvided of adtually raising, with any free negro, mulatto ar slave, insurrecti-
n or rebellion in this state, shall suffer death by hanging by the neck, and
very free negro, mul_at.to or‘si:'w::, who shall be ‘(_luly conviCted of consuiting,
gspiring, or attempting to raise, and every white person who shall be duiy
onvifted of consulting, comspiring, or attempting, with any free negro, mu-
atto or slave, to raise, insurrection or rebellion in this state, shall be sentenced
uedergo g confingment in. the suid penitentiary foruperiod-of+ime—not-loss.
snsxor-moreianswentyyears, ToSetreared-rm-ali-respocts as-herem-ter
Bir:ded.  3d. Every persoit who shall be duly convited of the crime of coun-
erfeiting the great scal of this state for the time being, or the seal of any
aurt, or any other public seal of this state, and of making use of the same, or
{stealing any of the said true seals, or of unlawfully, falsely and corruptly,
rwith evil intent, affixing any of them to any deed, warrint or writing, or
ho shall be convicted of having in his or her possession or custody such coun-
ffeit instrument, and shall wilfully conceal the same, knowing it to be false-
i made or counterfeited, shall be sentenced to undergo a confinement in the
Lid penitentiary for a period of time not less than five nor more than ten years,
b be treated as herein after dire@ed. 4th. Every person who shall be conviét-
of having forged and counterfeited any gold or silver coin, which now is
¢ hereafter shall be passing or in circulation within this state, or of having
lsely uttered, paid, or tendered in payment, any such counterfeit and forged
pin, knowing the sume to be forged and counterfeited, or of having aided,
etted or commanded, the perpetration of either of the said crimes,.shall be
ntenced to undergo a confinenient in the 5aid penitentiary-house not less than
pur nor more than ten years, to be treated as herein after dire@ed.
IIl. 4nd, whereas the several offences which are included under the gencral
etomination of murder, differ so greatly from each other in the degree of their
rociousness, that.it is anjust to involve them in the same punishment, there-
e, Be it enacted, ‘T'hat all murder which shall be perpetrated by means of poi-
PN, or by Iymg in wait, or by any kind of wilful, deliberate and premeditated
ling, or which shall be committed in the perpetration of, or attempt to per-
Iratey any arson, or to burn any barn, tobacco-house, stable, warehouse, or
ber out-house, not parcel of any dwelling-house, having therein any tobacco,
am, hay, horsces, cattle, or goods, wares and merchandise, rape, sodomy,
yhem, robbery or burglary, shall be deemed murder of the first degree; and
 other kind of murder shall be deemed murder of the second degree; and the
y before whom any person indiéted for murder shall be tried,-shall, if they
pd such person guilty thereof, ascortain in their verdi@, whether it be murder
the first or second degree ; but if such person be convidted by confession,
t tourt shall proceed, by examination of witnesses, to determine the degree
the crime, and to give sentence accordingly; and every person liable to be
oszcuted tor petit treason shall in future be indidted, proceeded against and
puished, as is dire@ed in other kinds of murder, according to the degree,
V. dnd be it enalled, "I'hat the ofiences hercin after mentioned, affe¢ting the
ts:or the persons of individuals, shall be punished in manner following ; that
to say, 1st. Every person convicted of murder of the first degree, his or her
F<1s, abettors and counsellors, shull suffer death, by hanging by the neck,
» Lvery person duly convidted of the crime of murder in the second degree,
s accessary thereto, shall be sentenced to undergo a confinement in the pe-
“Miary-louse herein after mentioned for a period not less than five nor more
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i cighteen years, under the same conditions as are herein after dire€ed.
- bvery person duly convieted of the crime of manslaughter, shall be sen-
ned to undergo a confinement in the said penitentiary for a period not more
4th. Lvery person,
5 or her aiders and abettors, who shall be duly conviéted of the crime ot may-
_ g and feathering, shall be sentenced to undergo a confinement
the said pemitentiary-house for a space of time not more than ten years,
d us herein dire@led. 5ith. Every person, his or her aiders. abettors

toutsellors, who shall be duly convicled of the crime of cutting out or
L10ling the tongue, putting out an cye, slitting the nose, cutting or .biting
r‘:]fe,:OS:' car or lip, or cutting or biting off or disabling any limb or mem-

olany person, of malice aforcthought, with intention in so doing to maim

Bi3ure such person, shall be sentenced to undergo a confinement in the
[, Feitentiary for a period of time not less than two nor more than ten years,
Fvery person duly convi€led of the crime

10 ten years, to be dealt with as herein after direded.
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rob, murder, or commit a rape, shall be scntenced to un
nt in the said penitenti

a period ot time not less than one year nor more than

9th. Every person duly convi€ted of the crime of an assault,

ry-house Sor a time not less than
Xonditions herein after prescribed.

duly convilted of the crime of kidnapping, and forcitly or fraudulently car-
Tying, or causing to be carried out of this state, any free person, or any person Rt
entitled to freedom at or atter a certain age, period or contingency, or of ar<#
resting and imprisoning any free person, or any person entitled to frecdbm at i
or uftv.:r a certain age, period or contingency, knowing such person to be free,d
or entitled to their freedom, us aforesaid, with intout to have such persof
carricd out of this state, shall be sentenced to underzo a conficement in the 3
said penitentiary-house for a period of time not less than two nor more thah.
ten years, to be treated as the law direds, i
V:. And be it enafled, Thut the oficnces herein alter mentioned, affe@ing the?
I\nb{tatioxms. houses or vessels, of individuzls, shall be punished in manner fols
lowing ; that is to say, 1st. Bvery person duly convidled ot the crime of arson, #
or as being accessary thercto, shall, at the discretion of the court, suficr death 108
by hanging by the neck, or be sentenced to undergo a gonfinement in the peni- 88
tentiary-house hercin alter mentioned for a period of time not less chian five 8
nor more than twenty years, under the conditions herein after prescribed. |
2d. Every person, his or her miders, abettors or coussellors, who shall be duly' 4
convited of the crime of willulty burning any mill, distiilcry, m.mu!';u:t()i'y1 :
barn, meat-house, tobacco-house, stalle, warehouse, or other out-house, not
parcel of any dwelling house, being cmpty or baving therein any tobacce,
wheat, rye, oats, Indian corn, barley, flux, hemp, hay, or other country pro-
duce, horse or horses, cattle or goods, wares and merchandise, or of burnin
any stack, rick, mow or barruck of hay, fodder, flax, hemp, tan-bark, wheat or
other grain, shall, at the discrction of the court, suffer death by hanging by the
nech, or be sentenced to undergo a confinement in the said penitentiary-house.
for a term of time not less than three nor more than twelve years, to be treated
as hercin after dire@ed, 3d. Every person, his or her aiders or abettors, who -
Firholihe=uly-comvithrt=isthescrifh oo f Wit fotly—Tmimmicious Iy= burn =g
shifrorotlierivessel; Grscventeen Teet keel or upwards; whether ladehi or empty,
shall be sentenced to undergo a confinement in the said penitentiary-house: forg.
period of time not less than two nor more than twelve years, to be treated ag
herein after described.  4th. Every person convicied of the crime of burglary, 3
or as accessary thereto before the falty shali vestore the thing takeu to the own-
cr or owners thereof, or shall pay him, her or them, the full value thereof, and
be sentenced to undergo a similar confineinent for a period not less than three
nor more than ten ycars, under the same concitions as are herein after pre-
scribed.  5th, Every person, his or hér aiders, sbetiors and counsellors, whao
shall be duly convicled of the crime of breaking a dwelling-house in the day-
time, with intent to commit murder or iclony therein, or of breaking a store.
house, warchouse or other out Lousy, in the day or nighs, with an intent to
commit murder or felony therein, shali be sentenced to confinement in the said
penitentiary-house for a period of ume not less than two nor more -than ten
years, to be dealt with according to law. Cth. Every person duly convi€led
of the crime of br aking into any shop. storehouse, tobacco-house or warc-
house, although the same be not contiguous to or used with any mansion-house,
and stealing trom thence any money, goods or chattels, to the value of ore
dollar, or upwards," or as being accessary thercto, shall restore the thing taken
to the owner or owners thercof, or shall pay him, her or them, the full value
thereof, and be sentenced to undergo a sumilar confinement for a period not legs
than two nor more than twelve years, to be treated as herein after diref@ed.
V1. dnd be it enaéled, That the offences herein after mentioned, affeding pri-
vate property, shail be punished in manner toilowing; thatis to say, 13t. Every
person duly convicted ot the crime ob simple larceny to the value of five dol.
lars, and upwards, or as accessary thereto before the faét, shall restore the mo-
ney, goods or thing taken, to the owner or owners, or shall pay to him, her ar
them, the full value thereof, and be seutenced to undergo a confinement in the
penitentiary-house herein after mentioned for a period of time not less than
one year nor more than fifteen years, under the same conditions as are herein
atter aireded. 2d. Every person conviéted of th_c crime of robbesy, or as acces.
sary thercto before the fad, shall restore the thing robbed er taken to the owne.
er or owners, or shall pay to him, her or them, the full value thereof, and be
sentenced to undergo a confinement in the said penitentiary-house for a period

= ..
of time not less than three nor more than ten years, under the same conditions

as are herein after dire@ed.  3d. Lvery person convicted of feloniously steal.
ing, taking and carrying away, any horse, mare, gelding, colt, ass or mule, or
as accessary thercto belore or atter the fuct, shall restore the horse, mare or
animal stolen to the owner or owners thercot, or shall pay to him, her ar them,
the full value thercof, and also undergo a similar confinement for a period nog
less than two nor more than fourteen years, under the sume conditions as are
hercin alter dire@ed. 4th. Every person or persons duly convitted of wilfully
and maliciously stabbing, killing or destroying, any hor'Sc, mare, gg:lding, cole, '
ass or male, not the property of such person, and not in.the acl of trespussing
on his enclosures, shall undergo a confinement 1n the penitentiary-house for a
period not less than one year nor more than four years, to _bc treated as herein
after dire@ed.  5th. Every person who shall be duiy convi€led of the crime of
stealing any ship, sloop or other vessel, ot seventeen feet keel, or upwards, .
out of any place within the body of any county, or on the (.h.usa.peake Bay,
and within the jurisdi€lion of the state of Maryiand, and not within the body
of any county, or of the crime of feloniously taking fmd carrying away any negro
or other slave, or of the crime of counselling, h.lrmg.. aiding or commanding,
any person or persons to cominit cl_Lhur’ of the said offiences, or of the crime of
being accessary to cither of the said oifences, shall restore the vessel or slave
atolen to the owner or owners thereoly or pay him, her or t_hcm, “the full value
thereof, and also be sentenced to undergo a confinement in the said peniten-
tiary-housc for a period of time not more than twelve years, to be treated as
herein after prescribed. Gth. If any person shall feloniously steal, take and car-
ry away, the pcrsonroods of anuther vnder the value of five dollars, or if
any person shall break into any shop, storchouse, _L(:bucco-hou:.c.or warchouse,
although the same be not contiguous to, or us‘ud with, any mansion-house, and
stcal any moncy, goods or chattels, under the value of one doHa.r. the same
order and course of trial shall be had and observed as for other simple larce-
nics, and being thereof convicled, shall be deemed guilty of petty larceny, and
shall restore the goods aud chattels so stolen, or pay the full value t'hé’rcof, to
the owner or owners thereol, and be further sentenced to undergo a similar con-
finement for a period not less than three months nor more than one year, un-
der the same conditions as herein after qxprcsgcd. 7th. Robbery or,larccny
of any obligation or bopd,- bill obligatory cr bill of cxch:n}gc, bank note or
notes, pramissory note for t'.e payment of money, lottery ticket, paper bjll of
credit, certificate granted by or under the authority of this state or of.tﬂhe
United States, or 3ny of them, or of any last will and testament, or cpd:g.l, -
shall be punished-'m the same mannér as robbgr): or larceny of ‘gqodaand. chat~
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