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An ACT' concerning Crimes and Punishments.

¥ THEREAS it frequently happens, thet men resigning themseives to the
\." dominion of inordinate passion, commit great violations upon the lives,
berties. ot ropeTtys of others, which 'it 15 the great business of the ]a\vs'to
protecl and secure, and c¢xperience evinces that the surcst way 9[’ preventing
the perpetration of crimes, and of reforming affenders, is by a mild and justly
sonortioned scale of pums}m‘.c?ts; tha_:ruforc,

11 Bo 17 TNACTED, by the General dssembly of Maryland, That the offences
Persin aiter mentioned against tlw.govcrmucr_\t and the supremacy of the laws,
dail be prnished in manner following ; thn_t is to say, 1st, Every person duly
| cavidted of the crime of high treason against the state, shall suffer death by
panging by the neck, ot be sentenced to undergoa confinement in the peniteu-
Hqi;r‘.'-h.u:xsc herenn after mentioned for a period not less than six nor more than
bwenty years, at the discretion of the court, and shall be kept therein at hard
babour, or in solitude, and shall in all things be treated and deait with as is
b erein after directed. 2d. Lvery free negro, mulatto or slave, who shall be du-
. convicted of actually raising, and every white person who shall be duly
onvidled of actually raising, with any free negro, mulatto or slave, insurrecti-
n or rebellion in this state, shall suffer death by hanging by the neck, and
pvery free negro, mulatto or slave, who shall be duly convicled of consuiting,
onsjiing, OF attempting to raise, and every white person who shall be duly
onviCed of consulting, conspiring, or attempting, with any free uegro, mu-
atto or slave, to raise, insurrcétion or rebellion in this state. shall be sentenced

ondergo a confinement in the said penitentiary for u period of time nat.less,|
FofrsTx U-ore L a i oW VERTS,TORT k3T all respEcts agheteimal tes

irecled, very person who shall be duly convidted of the crime of coun.
erfeiting the great seal of this state for the time being, or the seal of any
aurt, or any other public scal of this state, and of makiny use of the same, or
i stealing any of the said true seals, or of unlawfully, falsely and corruptly,
rwith evil intent, affixing any of them to any deed, warrint or writing, or
%0 shall be conviéted of having in his or her possession or custody such coun-
feit instrument, and shall wiifully conceal the same, knowing it to be falsc-
N made or counterfeited, shall be sentenced to undergo a confinement in the
hid penitentiary for a period of time not less than five nor more than ten years,
p be treated as berein after directed. 4th. Every person who shall be convicl-
of having torged and counterfeited any gold or silver coin, which now is
hereafter shall be passing or in circulation within this state, or of having
plsely uttered, paid, or tendered in payment, any such counterfeit and forged
oy knowing the same to be forged and counterfeited, or of having aided,
eited or commanded, the perpetration of cither of the said crimes,.shall be
ntenced to undergo a coufinement in the said penitentiary-house not less than
pur nor more than ten years, to be treated as herein after direéled.
L 4nd, whereas the several offences which are included under the gencral
etomination of murder, diffur so greatly from each other in the degree of their
rovousness, that.it is unjust to involve them in the same punishment, there-
e, Be it enacted, 'That all murder which shall be perpetrated by means of poi-
1, or by lying in wait, or by any kind of wilful, deliberate and premeditated
ling, or which shall be committed in the perpetration of, or attempt to per-
trate, any arson, or to burn any barn, tobacco-house, stable, warchouse, or
ber out-house, not parcel of any dwelling-house, having therein any tobacco,
am, hay, hovses, cattle, or goods, wares and merchandise, rape, sodomy,
ayhem, robbery or burglary, shall be deemed murder of the first degree; and
othef kind of murder shall be deemed murder of the second degree; and the
1y before whom any person indiéted for murder shall be tried, shall, if they
pd such person guiity thereof, ascertain in their verdi@, whether it be murder
the first or second degree’; but if such person be convicted by confession,
e court shall proceed, by cxamination of witnesses, to determine the degree
the crime, and to give sentence accordingly ; and every person liable to be
oszeuted tor petit treason shall in future be indicted, proceeded against and
Prished, as is direcled in other kinds of murder, according to the degree,
V. dnd be it enaéled, Uhat the ofiences lievein after mentioned, affecting the
'ts or the persons ol individuals, shall be punished in manner following ; that

Wsay, 1st. Every person convicted of murder of the first degree, his or her

¢, abettors and counsellors, shull suffer death, Ly hanging by the neck,

« Every person duly convidted of the crime of murder in the second degree,
saccessary thereto, shall be sentenced to undergo a confinement in the pe-
“atiary-house herein after mentioned for a period not less than five nor more
W cighteen years, under the sume conditions us are herein after direéted.
 Every person duly convietted of thie crime of manslaughter, shall be sen-
"ed to undergo a confinement in the said penitentiary for a period not more
4th. Lvery person,
or her aiders and abettors, who shall be duly convicted of the crime ot may-
and feathering, shall be sentenced to undergo a confinement

I ten years, to be dealt with as hercin after directed.

™ or of tarring

Mie said pemitentiary-house for a space of time not more than ten years
e tre

the nos.

of any persen, of malice aforcthought, with intention in so doing to main

isho . 1 .
shaure such person, shall be sentenced to undergo a confinement in the

‘\P‘fnllcntiary for & period of time not less than two nor more than ten years
r: treated as this afl dire@s. Gth. F ; ;
™ 0T as being accessary thereto before the fa&, shall, at the discretion o
court, suffer death by hanging by the neck, or undergo a confincment i1

H =Nl . . s
ad Penitentiary for a period of time not less than one year nor more than

Myeone vrp 1 . 3
Y:one years, under the same conditions as ate herein after prescribed. 7th

Y person shall carnally know and abuse any woman-child undcr the age of
dge shall be deemed felony, and the of

ear oy
.) 15" tvery such carnal knowle

b ; ; . :

“,‘;ri being convi€led thereof, shall, at the discretion of the court, sl{ﬂ'cr

np)-‘.h“"g'“g by the neck, or undergo a confinement in the penitentiary
iy

th icording 1o law.
”Ys shall pe sentenced
ﬂfme _ye:r nor more t
ter dire@ed, 9th,
M intent to rob,
50 a Confinement
0 Nor more

to undergo a similar confinement for a period not les

in the said pcnitcnti:gy-house for a time not less tha

ated us herein direcled. 5t Every person, his or her aiders. abettors

toutisellors, who shall be duly convicted of the crime of cutting out or
sabling the tongue, putting out an cye, slitting the nose, cutting or biting
+ earor lip, or cutting or biting off or disabling any limb or mem-

very person duly convifled of the crime

d not less than one year nor more than twenty-one years, to be dealt
8th. Every person duly convifled of the crime of so-

han ten years, under the same conditions as are here-
Every person duly convicted of the crime of an assault,
murder, or commit a rape, shall be scntenced to une

fuly conviCted of the crime of kidnapping, and forcitly or fraudulently carg 1
rying, or causing to be carried out of this state, any free person, or any persong
entitled to freedom at or atter a certain age, period or contingency, or of ar
resting and imprisoning any iree person, or any person entitled to freedom at
or after a certain age, period or contingency, knowing such person to be free,d
or entitled to their freedom, as uforesaid, ‘with int.nt to have such person
carricd out of this state, shall be sentenced to undergo a confinement in the$
said penitentiary-house for a perion of time not less than two nor moré thand
ten years, to be treated as the luw diredls, 5
V‘- And be it enafled, That the oficnces hicrein alter mentioned, affe@ing the
habitations, houses or vesseis, of individuals, shall be punished in manner fol- 1%
lowing ; that is to say, 1st. Every person duly convidled or the crime of arson, &
or as being accessary thercto, shall, at the discretion of the court, suffer death
by hanging by the neck, or be seatenced to undergo a gonfinement in the peni- -
tentiary-house hercin alter mentioned for a period of tume not less dian five
nor more than twenty years, under the conditions herein after prescribed.
2d. Every person, his or her arders, abettors or cou- sellors, who shall be duly_v '
convicted of the crime of wiltully Lurning wny wmill, ‘distiilety, nlanufactory,
barn, meat-house, tobacco house, stable, warchouse, or other out-house, not
parcel of any dwelling house, being cmpty or haying therein any tobacce,
wheat, rye, oats, Indian corn, bariey, flax, hemp, hay, or other country pro-
duce, horse or horses, cattle or goods, wares and merchandise, op of burning
any stack, rick, mow or barrack ot hay, fodder, flax, hiemp, tan-bark, wheat or
other grain, shall, at the discrction of the court, sulfer death by hanging by the
nech, or be sentenced 1o unrieryo a confinement in the said penitentiary-house,
for a term of time not less than thrie nor more than twelve years, to be treated
as hercin after dire@ed. 3d. LEvery person, his or her aiders or abetturs, why
— ervrsseh 0FSeve meen TeTTKTe] or upwards, whether laden or empty,
shall be sentenced to undergo a confinement in the said penitentiary-house for g .
period of time not less than two nor more than twelve years, to be treated ag
herein after described. 4th. Every person convicted of the crime of burglary,
or as accessary thercto before the fact, shali restore the thing taken to the own-
er or owners thereof, or shall pay him, her v them, the full value thereof, and
be sentenced to undergo a stmilar confinement for a period not less than three
nor more than ten ycars, under the same conditions us are herein after pre-
scribed.  5th, Every person, his or her aiders, abetiors and counsellors, whe
shall be duly convicted of the crime of browking a dweltling-house in the day-
time, with intent to commit murder or iclony therein, or of breaking a store-
house, warchouse or other out Lousc, in the day or night, with an intent to
commit murder or felony therein, shall be sentenced to confinement in the said
penitentiary-house for a period of time not less than two nor more than ten
years, to be dealt with according 1o iaw. Gth. Every person duly convi€led
of the crime of br aking into any shop, storchouse, tobacco-house or ware-
house, although the same be not contiguous to or used with any mansion-house,
and stealing from thence any money, goods or chattels, to the value of one
dollar, or upwards,* or as being accessary therzto, shall restore the thing taken
to the owner or owners thercof, or shall pay him, her or them, the full value
thereof, and be sentenced to undergo a stmilar confinement for a period not lcss
than two nor more than twelve years, to be treated as hercin after dire@ed.

V1. dnd be it enadled, Vhat the offences herein alter mentioned, affeing pri-
vate property, shail be punished in manner totlowing; thut is to say, 1st, Every
person duly convi€ted of the crime of simple larceny to the value of five dol-
lars, and upwards, or as accessary thereto before the fact, shall restore the mo-
ney, goods or thing taken, to the owner or owners, or shall pay to him, ber ar
them, the full value thereof, and be sentenced to undergo a confinement in the
penitentiary-house herein after menuoned for a period of't.'lmc not less than
one year nor more than fifteen years, under the same conditions as are herein
after dgire@ed. 2d. Every person couvicted of the crime of robbery, or as acces-
sary thercto before the taét, shall restore the thing robbed cr taken to the owne
er or owners, or shall pay to him, her or lhgm, Lh.t: ful_l value thereof, and be
sentenced to undergo a confinement in the satd pun\tuxxt)ar)'-lmousc for a period
of time not less than three nor more than ten years, under the same conditions
as are herein after direéted.  3d. livery person convi_dcd ot feloniously steal-
ing, taking and carrying away, any horse, mare, gelding, colt, ass or mule, or
as accessary thereto before or atter the racl, shall restore the horse, mare or
animal stolen to the owner or owners thercof, or shall pay to him, her or them,
the full value thercof, and also undergo a similar contivement for a period nog
less than two nor more than fourteen years, under the sume conditions as are
herein altter direéled. <th. Lvery person or persons duly convitled of wilfully
and maliciously stabbing, killing or destroying, any horse, mare, gelding, colt,
ass or mule, not the property of such person, and ot an &‘hc a_é\ of trespassing
on his enclosures, shall undergo a confinement 1n the penitentiary-house for a
period not less than one year nor more than four years, to be treated as herein
afterdire@ed,  5th. Every person who shall be duily convi€ted of the crime of
stealing any ship, sloop or other vessel, ot seventeen feet keel, or upwards, |
out of any place within the body of any county, or on the (‘h'csa'pt':\kc Bay,
and within the jurisdi@ion of the state of Maryiand, and not within the body
of any county, or of the crime of feloniously taking and carrying away any negro
or other slave, or of the crime of counselhing, l\_lrxng.. aiding or communding,
any person or persons to commit cl.Lhe_‘l" pf the said effences, or of the crime of
being accessary to cither of the said oilences, shall restore the vessel or slave
stolen to the owner or owuners thereoly or pay him, her or icm. the full value
thereof, and also be sentenced to undergo a confinement in the said peniten-
tiary-housce for a period of time not more than twelve years, to be treated as
hercin after prescribed. Gth. If any person shall feloniousiy steal, fukc and car-
ry away, the pcrson*oods of another vader the \;aluc of five daollars, or if
any person shall break into any shiop, storchicuse, _u:uucw-ho ¢ or warchouse,
although the sume be not contiguous to, or us:;d with, any r1nnn§|on-housr:. and
steal any moncy, goads or chatteis, under the value of one co”a.r. the same
order and course ot trial shall be had and observed as for other simple larce-
nics, and beiny thereof convicled, shall be deemed guilty ofj petty larceny, and
shall restors the goods and chattels so stolen, or pay the full value t'hc:rcof', to
the owner or owners thereol, and be further sentenced to undergo a similar con-
finement for a period not less than three months nor more than one yecar, un-
der the same conditions as herein after qxprcs;cd. 7th. Robbery or,larceny
of any obligation or bupd. bill obligatory or bill of cxchar_\gc, bank note or
notcs, prumissory note for the payment of moncey, lpttery ticket, paper bill of
credit. certificate grantcd by or under the nutl?omy of this state or of t’))e
United States, or any of them, or of any last will and testament, or codicil,
shall be punished in the same manner as robbery or larceny of goods and chat..
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