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oN THE CHURCH BILL. .
YEOMAN in the Maryland Republi-

aature of A Layman in the Maryland
at much light would be thrown
& of the Church Bill," but not-
¢ ¢ examination,” he
Tes to remain um'lluminatza{ i its merit.s
s wtility have not been exhibited to hie
LQion.  The Layman Fxpcﬂ'cc'i to find
men attached to favourite opinions, 'but
st expect, and is fo'rry to find, the Yeo-
prejudices make him guilty of injustice,
nature or ill manberss . i )
brightest rays of truth in vdin (hine
the wind when prejudices {hut the wmind
L it. Whatever oppofition we may wect
or unfairinfults we may fultain, we fhall
[ evere, cheered by the animated advice
t
(rair éf nothing which you would attain,
wen'd diligence your point will gain.”
¢ lively intereft with which the good De-
win the houfe of delegates regarded the

ey th

gh petition, merits buf refpect, a contrary |
tsapur pity g Tegrec: Ve have fong

a the clouds of party and vapours of
fyare hard to difpel, but it i3 not the
fillic or incorrigible prejudiced we fhall
bl on the competency of our ability ;
julges are equally objc&ionf\blc. We
feek more judicious and equitable ones;
efpair not to furd thems
r Yeoman reviewer proceeds, and fays,
Layman is fo ftrenuous a parsizan, that
as entiicly lolt fight of religion, by
al for the proriotion of federalilm, infi-
s that politics and religion (hould be
feparate, but unfortunately couples them
ghout,” -The unbiaffed reader ought to
, the handbill was addrefTed ¢ to the peo-
Maryland of all Political and Religious
mtions,”  The reply ¢ ftated it to
bended two very different fubjedts for
uinment of one objed,” and being fo
e, inding them fo linked, the refponfe
pidably went to thew its impropriety to
to, and not approve, the unnatural ad-
pre already made.  The Yeoman's next
efive remark on the Layman is, ¢ while
s us that the bill was thought reafona-
d proper by a large majority of the peo-
rprefentatives, he tells wvs alfo that it
jefted by the Senate, thereby infinuat-
at the Senate are not the reprefentatives
people” The Layman is not quite o
it as not to know what relation fublifis
en the Seraze and the people 3 the infe-
@ enly be contrived with improper
. As they are not the direct veprefen-
% they molt Rand in the second and not
Jrst degree of responsibility to the
jficians eRimate the virtues and proper-
f herbs according to their relpetlive
45 that which is in the first degree ot
-js 1 more eftimable than that of the
13318 the fecond more valuable than
-lf_d- If the Senate, though not their
cictereprefentatives, ie, in the Yeoman's
% the moft interesting and the moft
din our government, their interest of
1 principally to be fought, and their
' orenmity to be dreaded, by every un-
e clafs of petitionerse Tlus being ad.
1 the people may, 1 conceive, (with
Pty,) addrels the Senate in the following
% Govern us well, and we will che-
d confide i your adminiftration ;3 if
ke encroachments on our nghts, de.
U or prevent us, of that which we
e 18 conducive to our intereft and hap-
i‘ ¥ou put us on our guard, for political
A fm”"Y_fnundrd on reciprocity and
'“;:‘d";{"-n It the law of eguilibrium
gl
‘&rancr\}\\?'\\\“l’):?::dtm“ ml"]n 'cnfu!:, '”1“J
is 'cnor:d \“ { g ’untl that cqm i-
e of 3 n l-l Ve thought nu.rlclvcs
b that InF conftituted republic, au'd
cfiual%i thfus ‘I‘fﬂc it 'm“'ﬂ bc‘ i
o Banc 'ghts, 1t a diftinétion is made,
Yy ourfelves Democratic, but are
ristocracies, fince the greater part
the people, are conftrained to [ubmit
¥ citizeny not of ] ;
A ! our rmmediate elec.
Yoke whicl, may continue to ef
p-f‘bpgninn as pretud; 1 opprels
M prefides ;p -l il
©0ur regson an

d T
igorance, gnd i1t Le,J 2 tie.  Shall

ill mifconceived terr

- i or,
Mz?c)'oulyour line of duty, or build an
. ally that higts out retributive

1 Or ahf} .

scts of religioys im-

2 f{pirit that is con-"

provement.”  God forbid ! Tle constitution,
(adds the Yeomau,) ¢ recognifes the Senate as
the reprelentatives of the people, and wifely
prefcribed that they fhould-be chofen for a
longer time, in order to be a check upan that
body ; and never was a ftranger proof of the
wifdom of fuch a provifion, &c." Excellent !
Good checks are certainly defirable 3 nay, not
only expedient but {ometinies-essentially ne-
ceffary;  1fy ds fome affere, “the people are
their own worft enemies,” they ought to be
bridled, though not saddled, I hope. 1f the
Yeoman can mnake it appear Marylanders are
generally illiterate, licentious or turbulent, it
15 time to work a reformation, it is time reli-
gious societies (h;uld be inftituted, and em-
powered to enlighten the path and brighten
the prolpe& of our benighted horizon. The
argument is new and interefling, though high-
ly coloured, it happily is in our favour. The
writer's next paragraph boldly and unblufhingly
afferts, had the Senate been of the fame mind
as the ¢ reprefentatives of the people,” and paid
more regard to the interest of the ¢ Epifcopal
Church” than to the welfare of the ftate, the
poor would indeed, by this time, ** have been
illy fed and worle taught, for they would
have been worfe fed by a tenth, and taught
the molt abject submission” Mareellous !
Tle above is the language of an enemy, la-
bouring under ftrange fears and ftrong preju-
dices, What fays its friends, who are ex-
;‘mgﬁl":d {from thein, wha_relpect the —truth, |
Pl nar ST e tracth sy there.is o -
tem in the bill injurious to the rights of free-
men. None calculated to advance the intereft
of the church at his unwilling expenfe. No-
thing injurious or inconvenieht can appear
contrary to the laws of the land ; the confti-
tution forbids it 5 it would be an aGtual vio-
lation of the law under which it is made to
eltablifh tythes, or any thing elfe that could
encroach upon other churches, or the rights
and liberties of its own members, [See the 5d
fe&tion of the contemplated law.]  The
Laywnen of every parifh is its natural guard,
and guarantees the corre@nels of its principles
and provifions ; an illegal affumption of pow-
er would foon cancel its charter. The porwer
who creates has the power to dissolve, to a-
meliorate or improves
Laying all doding fears and prejudices a-
fide, the queftion between us is fimply this,
whether the church bill has a tendency to
promote or diminish the general happinefs ?
Whether it is eligible, juft and politic, to
grant a foftering hand to religious focicties
for the furtherance of the public welfaré and
for the fecurity or advantement of national
credity or by a fair experiment make a trial
of the merits of the bill, and the virtues of
the projectors ; or whether it is beft to for.
bear 2

1 have called, (I hope without offence) the
Epifcopalian Convention projectors, for the
obje& and the defign o the Church Bill is, I
conceive, a good and benevolent contricance
to make religiomore diffufive and accepta-
ble, to make church property more produc.
tive and efficient, &c. as ftated in my former
numbers, Ifitis a contrivance, it proves a de-
fign, for every aét is a contrivance, and the
predominant teature indicates a defign, If
the defign is good, its fivits cannot be bad,
‘I'he Romanifts, and others, had their contriv.
ances, and have fucceededs If ulelefs or
found hurtful, they will die a natural death.
The country is full of contrivances. The
Farmers Bank is one, and perhaps the Yeo-
man is a director. The bill before us is a
good one.  In point of religion and confci-
ence, we believe its merits entitle it to its
enemies respect, and the Senate’s accepitance,
« But why fhould this‘charitable Layman,
(fays our unfriendly Yeoman,) lay violent
hands on Mr. Jeflerfon, draw him from re-
tirement, and hold him up to public view as
a deit. Indeed Iam fully jultified in the
opinion he has more zeal for federalism than
for religion and cirtue.” The Layman did
not lay violent hands on Mr. _]cﬁ'crfm?, or
exprefs one folitary opinion of his merits or
demerits. It the assertion is false, the opi-
nion cannot be true.  The words alluded to
are thefe—t Knowirg and believing, as 1
do, that Chriltianity, in ite modest simplicity
and moft modeft attire, difturbs no forms of
govermnent, or disiresses any man, how then
am 1 to be perfuaded that the Proteftants are
turbulent, &c. that their principles have a
malignant afpeé towards the prefent, or any
govetament, I know many difliked Mr. Jef-
ferfon, becaufe he was a Deist, and repro-
bated his government, hecaufe they fuppofed
it was partially adminiftered ; it does not f9|-
low either their religion or principles are in-
imical to human happiness, or that the federal
members would fupport them in it. Chriftiam-
ty, wherever it is cherifhed, advances its be.
nign and falutary influence among the inha.
bitants, and no denominations ot Chriftians

o
- The . Yeoman'sargument a

ment than the Epifcopalians.” If the Senate
had approved and paffed the Lill, and the
Honfe of Delegates rejected it, the injury
and the infult would have bzen the fume.
The Layman, without refped to fed=ralists,
would have reprobated what he concelves an
unfair line ot condu®—He is not one of
thofe who would facrifice principle to party
—His motto is Fair Play—his demand is
equality of rights—his obje@, the honour and
prosperity of his church, without prejudice o
any other, .
The Yeoman's next trifling note and re-
flexion are—=% We are told they do not peti-
tion for a palace, but for the crection of new
churches, I amiinclined to think A Layman
never {aw the petition, as it does not contain
one word relative to new churches,” True!
Nor does it fay onc word about eftablifhing
an hierarchy, engrofling power, cxtorting
from the poor man his ducks and his chickens,
&c. and other whimfies, which the handbill
exhibited ; thele bad fruits were the mere
inmages and pictures of a fanciful imagination.
Where is this edtenfive canvass hung up? or
where are the numerous receptacles in which
they are to be depofited ? Not in the Church
Bill or the Temple of Fame, I am fnie—If
not to be found there, it will be diflicult to
lodge it in any rational man’s underftanding.
“ Things not exprefled may be understood, and
it underftood, it is equivalent to expreflion,”

fmpeaches
our ignorance er inattention, b( mentioning
et churches to be ere@ed.  And can he be
fo ignorant or inattentive as not Anow, or
now to learn, the deplorable ftate of cur coun-
try churches generally. It they are dows, or
not worth repairing, are they not to beae-
built 2 and if rebuilt, will they not be new ¢
Burnt churches and desolated churches are o
difgrace to the country, and their adverfc
Nate is a powerful argument in favour of the
bill’s pafling, as well as the srant of vestrics
in fome parithes, and their neglect of duty in
others;
. The Yeoman dreads ¢ more power and i2-
Sluence fhould be given to the clergy ;" hes
afraid ¢ more churches fhould be built, leaft
minifters fhould multiply.” * He would not
wifh his purfe opened to fupport their luxury
and intreale thsir power ;" and lealt they
fhould have the power to do harm, he would
withhold from them the Bill of Rights.—
This is the birden of his fong. Touch no:
my pocket,

When war is heard, and death is fear'd;
How dolorous are thofe times !

He might as well recommend a man to pull
his teeth out, leaft they fhould ach j or re-
fofe to employ the doétor when fick, leaft he
E thould adminilter poifon. Lofs of confidence,
what's'the confequence ? A difpofition of af-
fairs which would foon fill the world with
milery and confufion, and, ere long, not only
put an end to  religion and virtue,” but to
human society. Our generous critic ** would
not wifh to ‘rob the clergy of one of the
glittering stars of their order.” Note. Mr.
Yeoman, it is hoped you underftand tarming
better than you do religion or politics. Stars,
forfooth ! where are they ? In the hemil-
phere ! their order is the order of merit tor-
mented ! their dadge, poor parithes and ruin-
ous churches § This load they bave hitkerto
patiently borey, and wifh to be relieved,—
Help, Senate of Maryland.

Again.—** He does not think a rigid and
aristocratical establishment neceffary.” Nei-
ther does the Layman. Having [aid, ¢ the re-
ligion of Fesusy 1 teult, is firmly established
in  America,” the following ignorant re-
mark is made upon it: ¢ fhould have been
better pleafed if the gen. men of character
who petitigned, and the federal majority of
the houle of delegates who propofed the law,
had been of the fame opinion.” ‘Where was
the opinion of the democratic members, (12
1 belicve out of 14) * then we fhould not
have a law introduced for its establiskment.”
The writer does not, or affc&ls not, to know
the difference between a church estalish-
“ment, and its hierarchy or fupremacy. Eve-
ry church is eflablifhed where it is tolerated
a religious eftablifhment is only the means of
inculcating it, founded on its utility, the gre-
serdation and communication of religioue
knowledge. With refpe@t to the form, pro.
priety or excelience, of the different cftablith.
ments in this country, we are filent ; they
are free by law, confequently eftablithed.—~
To diffufe a contrary idea, that they are dif-
pofed to be intolerant, or aim at supremacy,
is to debafe the inftitution, and the govern.
ment itfelf.

Were the people all agreed in their religi-
ous opinions, where it might fatisfy.al, by
uniting all in one common faith, the religion
might then be the religion of the land, and
all be conftrained to contribute {* a tenth, or

iy

can be more zealous in supporting govern-

ordinances ‘aud regulations, as_to_them fhall

< et s
“beirg-csiltrary to the conltitation

yi%8 %
ry and incrlase power ;' but this stare U@
things is vever likely to happen in Americad
In Spain, an Hicrarchy was eftablifhed, and
is now confrmed by - late Decree of the Fung
ta, There the Roman Catholic religion rides
trivmphant: A preference given or made for
thic clerical arder without limitation or extep-"
tion. Again, this ftate of things caunot take Ji
place kere; our conftitution forbids it, and oue
nature revoltsatits I here afic, what is the per-38
feSiion of our government ? and what a reli-
gYous constitution ought to aimat? Not only,
liberty of confcience, which is granted, but, T 288
hope, the belt means of promoting inftru&tion:}
with the funds to actoniplifh the progress of -
truth, with the peace of socicty, the right of pri- .
vate judgment uncorrupted, with the care of
the public safety & private interest. The next
notice we lhall take of the Yeoman is, ex: 8
prefling his ¢ hopes the honour of a Layman,
and the gentlemen of charaéler, will at lealt
disctow the cet with the provisions as pro- |
pofed,” this is 2 fentiment of difapprobation,
and piece of cdvice, a5 if fomething dishon- T
ouratic had been attempted by us, We deny 388
it Upon this issue is joined.  Let the ho- ¥
nottrable aud candid reader be the judge—let
him read the bill, and attend to the weight of
the following claufe in the 4th {e&jon, ¥
It enables the Convention *¢ to ordain, #
cltablifh and put into execution, fuch by.laws,  §§

church, or the luws of this State or of the - !
United Stetes 5 and generally todo and execute
ali {uch acts, matters and thirgs, as to them
thall or may cppe=tain to do,” Here is a
door ope to build and repair churches, and pro-~ .
mate the general weltare, and shuts the door
againit any urlewful act, or illegal assumpti-
an ef poseer,

Sect, Sthy authorifes a committee to ma-
nage and apply the funds of fuch parifh or
congregation tor its exclusioe ule and benefit,
till the parifh or cqngregation f(hall choole a
veftry, to which che [aid church or churches,
aud other property ol faid parifh or congrega-
tion, fhall then be given up, I'he committee
is required to ftate their proceedings, and re-
por: the condition of the parifh or congrega-
tion to the convention,

The 6th feétion gives authority to re-
quire the vellry to lay before them an ace
count of the funds ahd the manner in which
they a;c'appropriatcd, in cales where there is
no minifter. We are led to quote the above
moft important claufes in the Church Biily and
to makg oys. fteitures, not by any propenfity
to depreciate the labours of the Yeoman,
much lefs to make a comparifon between the
merits of our performances, but folely by the
confiderationgfhat when a writer commits
himlelf upon - public, {uch in which the com-

munity isggsere®ed, we are bound by a kind
of juﬁicc to ourfetves and the honourable

Convention, to appear in behalf of defenflive
principles, to explode errors when they appear,
and vindicate ourfelves.

The fagacious Yeoman ¢ delicves the wrie
ter is little acquainted with religion or poli.
tics 1 pray my rcaders to recolledt, ny
addrefs to tlie public was on defenfive princi-
ples, in reply to feveral ferious charges, of-
tentatioufly difplayed in a circulated huandbill,
I éclieve 1 have fome charity., Charity is._re.-
ligion, for I am fure I would beftow cheertull
my mite to promote, and to fupport it. I
have no ambition to be a politician, neither
have I any fear of being out done in goed ina
tentions. 1 have chofeny (what every freeman
hat a right,) merely to deliver, in an inde-
pendent manner, my ideas on a fubje@ high-
ly interesting to us all at prefent. 1 only with
reafon and tadts thould fometimes fupport o-
pinions, and that bencficial refle@ions fhould
tife out of them. If every one contributes
what he knows, he ferves his country, fince
good might arife—aIt was a Jaww in Sparta,
that every man fhould take a decided part in
ail political difputes, one fide or the other,—
under the prefumption ¢ the fincere friends of
humanity, of liberty and equality, would ap.
pear the moft pumerous :*—1 alpire to no o-
ther praife than in being efteemed one of that
number in Maryland,—Adicu,

A LAYMAN,

b R -

CAPTAIN BARCLAY.
This gentleman yeflerday completed his ar-
duous pedeltian undertaking, to walk athou-
fand miles in a theuland fucceflive hours, at
the rate of a mile in each and every hour.
He had until 4 o’clock P. M. to finith his .
tafk, but he performed hLis.1at mile in the
quarter of an hour after three, with perfe&t
eafe und great fpirit, amidft an immenfe con-
conrfe of fpeQators, i =
Capt. B. had 16,0C0l. depeniding upon this
undertaking, the sggregate of the Letsis fups

thore, (as the Yeoman fays,) to fupport Juxus
b
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