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vrerr Birr and QUAKERS
" Pe7izION, -
§ an ele@ioncering handle is attempted
| to be made of the above, by wrcﬂfng
binto political. purpofes, and rendering
boule of delegatss un;.:opu‘hr, 1 fthall en-
oury in the. {pirit of justice and charity,
wer on their motive of approving of the
od rejeéting the other, proportioned to
public confequence, )
¢ Quakers will not admlt'thc lawfulnefs
ks, founding their objection on our Sa-
s command, ¢ Swear not at all, but let
communication be yea and nay. It
be bbvious to the intelligent, who confis
he reading and conncxion'of the wh?lc
compared with other portions of fcrip-
:hat the fwearing here alluded to are
of levity, not judiciale "When our Sa-
reprobated the odious practice of fwear-
and admonifhed his hearfers, the empha-
words ¥ not at all,” (hould be'attended
and it will be underftood to read thus,
bear not by Heaven at ally” afligning the
bo, ¢ for it is God’s throne; nor by the
x foritis-his footlool,’: &c. neither [halt

?n the Cx

facar by-thy*©heads™ &or every-where

heting with his injunétiod Kis reason,
oo cant not make one hair white _or
1 therefore, as the head and the earth,
are the workmanfhip of God, to fwear
oy of them is to fwear by God, the firft
teaofe, ¢ Swear rot at all then,” wiz,
ny thiog dircély or indire@ly relating
im. See this interpretation in the 23d
bier of St. Matthew, where the indifcre-
, fin and folly, of the Jews, in their prac-
of loofe fwearing, is rebuked by our Sa-
t in the fame manner as if he was now
pear on earth, be would fee fufficient
¢ to reproach and forbid many, (as he
the turbulent Jews,) on that vile cuftom
rearing by this and by that, as many in-
et people are in the habit ot doing.—
Jewilh adjuration, or pratice of judicial
ring, was to elevate the eyes, and hold
he nght hand, as if in the prefence of the
ine Being ; hence that paffage of the
mil}is explained, “ And ‘their right hand
right hand of falfehood.” The universa-
of the prohibition is a novel thing, and was
fo underftood by the Difciples, or primi-
Chriftians, St. Peter, Sto Paul, St.
bes, &c. made ufe of and wrote many ex-
lons in the nature of oaths, St, Paul
y"“1 call God for a record upon my foul ;"
rother place tor a witnefs, &c.  Again,
pen verily fwear by the greater, (vize. Je-
k) and an oath for confirmation is to

an end of all firife.’” Not ¢ yea and
,* an affirmation, or negation. Govern-
titlelf would often be infecure where the
fue of the public was highly concerned,
without the formalities of an oath, molt
would not be fatisfied, where their lives
faes were in jeopardy. God himfelf re-
ts in an oath, thefe conditions, truth,
gment 2nd righteoufnefs 3 even our bleffed
iour himfelf, when he was required to
ity viz, “adjured by the living God,”
the Jewith cuftom was,) ¢ to tell the truth,
ther he was the Christ the Son of God
not ;" he took no offence, but conde-
hied to anfwer, See James v 12.% Every
ilh Rabbi knows there was, and is 2
indlion, as well with shem as with ut, be-
o fwearing dire&tly or folemnly before
d, and {wearing loofely, by any inferior ob-
it of veneration, as by Meavens, my ho-
pry my foul, &c, Rafh and vain (wearing
s fo_rbiddcn, butin truth and charity
are jultified, See the nature of oaths
medly treated and fully explained in Pa-
y Whole Duty of Man, Article 39 of the
urch of England, &%c. As for mylelf, 1
¢ always entertained a high fenfe of the
toes of Quakers, In cafes of contradls,

ould as {oon admit their afirmation as
0y men's oathe

sof the law
ir affirmatio
lonable ;

d unprejudiced
mercy then,
thy is, a Chriftian
magiftrate
d redson enjoinsit as a  juror
.' ; ‘::d jl’;diciﬂ fa\iifa&iojn; h
ature, in my opinion.-
allent to xhgy Qoskers
&%) and this {y
arest righty
Batiort of Ch

ence the le
indicionfl

riflians ;" but witbholding othe

| quires us ¢ to do as we would be done by "

» but in the weightier mat-
s as ‘.death and judgment,”
0, however refpe&able, is ob-
le; their conscious scruples is againtt
™ ; it difualifies them from giving a firm
sjudgment. To do juftice
Ly the confirmation of an
' duty, when required by
j-religion does not forbid it,
‘s qualifica-

refuled
Quaker’s petition of exemp-

f;m.l--tp be ¥ withholding the
-of. citizénfhip from one defio-

dear rights from another fet of Chriftians by
the Senate, - is, in’the opinion of fode-fick-
lers fot retributive juftice, quite right, per-
fe@ly juftifiable. I'he Chriftian dorine re-

this is retributive juftice ; experimeéntal policy

invites us to do even a difdant good, but how

is a diftant good to Be obtained if the experie
ment is never attempted, or a prefent good

eltablihed, if the apprehenfion ot future evil

deters ? This ftrange mode of warfare is hu.

miliating in the extreme } it hamitrings your

legiflative goveroment ; it rehiders it ufelefs,

or an arifltocracy neceflary,

It is of the firft importance to the commu.

nity the people thoyld khow their real ficua-

tion ; it 18 effential to the public welfare that

they thould have a firm reliance upon, and full

confidence in, the integrity and capatity of
the federal delegates, True philofophy and

candour will condemn aéts of indifcretion or

injuftice in the fenate, (if wreng,) as it does’
thofe of individuals.

When a new fituation would arife out of 2

political controverfy, it is difficult to forelae

events ; for inftance, whether our delegates

 have violated the constitution,” (as publicly

charged ;) whether the fenate has not devi-

ated from the path of jultice and honour, as

infinuated, and what the confequence ; but

the foresight of an enlightened man would

yield to the chance which [eemingly deranges

his opinion or calculation. The ftatefman

becomes_a wvisionary when he negle@s the
“plefent tr-enter-into-fortoitous- townbimationy-
or rigid to mark what he conceives amifs, to

promote party purposes; furcels imay flatter
his pride or his prejudices, but offends reason.
As there are no men without errors, {o there

are no focicties without their reciprocal rights,
If it was right to grant the Quakers, Mo-
ravians, &c. an exemption from fwearing, it
is right to grant it to other denominations of
Chriftians who refpect the voice of a tender
conscience as much as they do. IFf it was
right to grant the Roman Catholics a:*® others

a charter of incorporation, ergo, it muft be

right, (on the fame principle,) to grant it to

the Lutherans or Epifcopalians, when they

pray for it.

“When afuperb obelisk,” fays Monte{quicu,
“ is compofed of a fingle block, it muft ei-

ther ftand eredt, or laid level with the groumd.”

Mo doubt the authority of our government
can“change, annul old lews, or crecte new
ones, when the safety or interest of the state
requires it, The fafety or interelt of the
state, 1 conceive, is not concerned in the
queftion, whether an inoffenfive feét fhall
swear or affirm in our courtsof law, but the
interest, credit, and perhaps safety of our con-
flitutional government, is concerned in grant-
ing equalrights and privileges to its members.
A large majority of our delegates in the
late feffion of the legiflature were of this opi.
nion ; they decided on the juftice and utility
of the Epilcopal Church Bill, declaring, on
the face of it, it appeared to them ¢ reafona-
ble and proper to be granted,’” and swho doubts
their truth? YWhat was its oftenfible objeét ¢
To eftablith a rational and legal authority in
the convention of the Proteltant Epifcopal
Church of Maryland, to regulate and conduét
the aflairs of the faid church, their plan to
preferve, improve, purchale or difpole ofy do-
nations or rents—(f{ee the law and their peti-
tion,) to found by means or funds, to incul-
cate and propagate ¢ religion and reason wmore
extenfively,” “L'his fcheme of benevolent con-
secration in contemplation was however frufl-
trated by vapourifh fear or oolicy. Demo-
farcical imputations and charges haveappeared,
deeming it an attempt to eftablifh the church
supremacy, as being an aliy or an enemy of
the ftate, as preferring a regal iovcrnmcnt to
a popular form ; {uch ideas and aflertions re-
fpeting it has defeated, and would defeat the
virtuous obje@ of any bill, and mortify au-
thars, friends and fupporters. They go farther,
Artfully to complete the climax, it is infinu.
ated, “the Epifcopalians are inimical to the
univerfal freedom of religious apinions, fhew
a difpofition to engrofs power with a view to
abufe it. That the legiflature has withheld
the deareft rights of citizenfhip from one de-
nomination of chriftians, whilft they attempt-
ed to cloath another fet with powers,” the
extent of which, though defined, appears toa-
larm. *¢ If," (adds the author of a late Addrefs
to the Public,) ¢ they have not manifefted
the fame fpirit of intolerance towards the Me-
thodifts as they have done to the Quakers, the
reafon js, they thought the Quakers, &c.
were {o few in number that they conld with.
hold from them the rights of citizenfhip with.
out injury to their party, but the other fetts
are 100 numerqus, until. by degrees they got
powerful, enough 'to deprive them of their
rightsy “when- they might make the yoke as
heavy as-they pleafed.” e
. Ta thole wha have a glimpfe of real happi-

r%

:‘of the houf.'c o

der, fuch allegations and furmifes will have

l ;
f delegates, and in the experi-
enced zeal and moderation of-the clerical or-

no effe@ ; their principles and virtues will, T
hope, be cherifhied and engraven on the hearts
of many of .the people of Maryland.

" If their great aim is proved to be profitable, |
condiicive to the interest and Aappiness of the
comnunity, they merit national thanks ind
not private reproachi The Houfe of Dele-
gates pafled and approved the petition of the
Proteftant Epifcopal a& of incorporition ;
the Senate refuled it ; both cuuld pot be
right.  In this ldnd of liberty, whillt fuch |
refufal waues explanation, I trift it is not
dangerous to tell the ¢ruth, or ftate national |
differencesi In defence of the Church Bill 1 |
add—The conftitution of our Church is Epil-
copal, and is governed by bifhops ; it may be
jultly accufed for the inequality of its livings,
many of them being too poor to maintain a
clergyman, with his family, with any kind of, |
decency, We may alfo jultly accule fome
veltrymen for fuffering the parifh to be long
vacant, and the Glebe-lands felfifbly appropri-
ated, or long remaining unaccounted for ;
witnefs the flate of the parifhes in the neigh-
bourhood of this city ; fome churches ate
burnt, or in a ruinous fituation ; the Con-
vention faw, or knew thefe evils exifted, and
wilhed to remeydy them. They coveted, if it
was a crime to covet, to make better provifi-
on for the poor clergymen, and thereby en-
courage virtuous and learned. young.gien to.
take holy=orderss. they: wiltied alfo-rofee |
the poor inftrutted and their childten educated,
% to promote the caufe of religion and virtue,”
as it is exprelled in the bill; to eret this
glorious fabric, and carry this plan into execu-
tion, commmittees Were to be appointed under
the authority of the convention, funds to be
created, and donations reccived from the li-
beral and the clinritable to defray their cwn and
all reasonable expenfes—Its excellent effeéts
would be feen and telt in regard to the fpiri-
tual and temporal interelt of many, confe-
quently of the ftate itfelf, hence the Con.
vention were (olicitous to procure a legiflative
fanétion in behalf of the church’s govern-
ment, and its internal economy, but you are
accufed of ¢ taking too much upon you,ye sons
of Levy ;" your committee, as the author of
the handbill ftates, ¢ -were to take possession
of the church or churches, and other proper-
ty, belonging to the parifh, to le vested in
the committee, who might ule, manage and
apply, fuch funds, and fo forth, and report
only to the convention, and not to the parith
or cangregation."—Certainly the Convention
itfelf would have to report to the public, &c.
and be refponfible for the condu@ of its come
mittees to the legiflatyye and the law. As
for the following expreflions and infinuations
re{peQing *“ a Anowing ministry, a money lov-
ing menistry, arming clergymen with alarming
powers, as an entering wedge to a great plan,
(vizs a plan to make the Proteflant Epifcopal
Church the eflablifhed Church of Maryland,)
and that it would not be wife in them boldly to
come forward and fay fo,” 1 think them re-
prehenGible and indecorous. Discretion,indeed,
is a good thing ; we thould have been happy to
fec it difplayed in the addrefs to the public be-
fore us ; but why is it fo freely fuppofed any
political power and confequence granted them
will prompt them to difplay anintolerant spirit,
&c. more than any other religious fociety ?
Where is the foundation for that and other-fe-
rious charges 2 Are they notphantoms of a wild
imagination ? We are members of the church
of England, and that church is admitted, by
the intelligent and unprejudiced, to becomne,
beyond any other national church, tolerant in
its principles and orthodox in its faith. With
refpe@ to religious libesty, moderation is its
governing charadter.  Not 1o enter’upon the
motives of the reformation, or the great and
fhining chara&ters which contributed to its
eftablithment, it is certain that Epifcopal go-
vernment, excepting the few years of the civil
wars and Cromwell’s ufurpation, has cver
fince prevailed in England to the prosperity
of the fubjett and the tranguillity of the
ftate, and if religidus {c&aries have multiplied,
divifions are heard ofy and civil licentioufnels
prevailed there, it it on the fame principle
they have appeared here, namely, a tenderness
in matters that can afle cither conscience or
liberty ; and as to points of do&@rine and re-
verential conduét, many of its members, laity
as well as clergy, in America as well as in
Europe, have greatly diftinguifhed themfelves
by their zeal, learning and abilities ; and- their
writings, fuch as° Wilberforce on .Religion,
Neckar on Religious Influence, &c. and others
op liberty and toleration, provés it, cohiequents
ly are defervedly held in. high eftimation by
wany :of the clergy of every*denominatiof
At for myfelf I would fay, I heartily love'and
highly efteem all the clergy who. poflefs zeal
- with discretion, have &, devbut reverence for

'
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Xirtuous clergy of our church very mach, and

yet though I want the {kill to mend my watcly

thofe ‘who dre not Afo.; tht xﬁo;igrh‘ I .

bave an eager defire to exprefs it in  all kind§
of fervice, yet 1 would never ‘prefume to be
their Champion, or that of the Houfe of Delés
gates, by writing-an 4pology " for,: or: vindis
catlng the one or the other,  did I. retaif
half the unfavourable fentiments of therm s
the writer, ({ wish to reform;) appears to do';
but this twisk I am afraid is-a hopelefs “oné

when it is out of order, yet' that ‘docs not]
binder ‘me from knowing ‘Avhen’ it 'is fo g
in like manner, though I have ot the fkill 16
make a convert, or though I cinpot ja
seeing the faults 6f fome, I pretend
an ability to rectify the fablts of ‘any, but
the othier haod I cannot in the leaflt appro
fuch as serew up and raise the’failings or i
terpret the intentions of either federalifts- of)

clergymen to a height that furpaffes all mode
ration, and indeed justice, by endeavouring tol
make them appear what they are not. I fhal
ever take a fatisfaftion in endeavouring to
moderate improper opinions and indiscrect®
charges, when 1 am fenfible of them, butd
thouid detest the lealt thought of beltowingi:
praiics where they are not due, or recommen
ing what I conceived were unjult or impolitic 33
fo much for my own apology. I cannot dofies
better than to conclude, by offering .up ;
prayers for the tranquillity and. firosperity pfithe
the flate of Maryland, the Houfe of Delegatesy§!

and: the Proteftant Epifcopal Conventio i
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FARMERS KEPOSITORY.

The Trustees of the Massachusetts .Agrl'cuI'

tural Society, svith pleasurepreserve amongl A8
their pupers ihe two fullowing jetiers fré .
the Hon, D Huoympurers, Esq. on a subs
ject of increasing importance to Americangy
Manufactures. e

—

%

LBoston, Nov, 28th, 1807,

Dean Sig, ,
MORE than five years having now elap{a#
ed fince the intredu@ion into Ncw-Englan R
of the tlock of Merino Sheep, in confequenceiRs Eutt
of which the Society for promoting Agricul ?'j B2
wre in the ftate of Maffachuletts, were pleals SRt
ed to prefent to me a Gold. Medal, it will
doubtlefs be acceptable to that refpeétable andy i
patriotic body, to learn that their hopes and#
expe&ations concerning the utility.of this in ¥
terefting fpecies of animals have not beeat
difappointed. :

The attempt to propagate the pure Meriaf
nos in this country has been attended withjts

complete fuccefs. The extent of Lthe experi 2R
ed breed, Inftead of degenerating in th 5 :

]

.
S

ment infures the duration of the unadulterata!
quantity or quality of their fleeces, the idertaf¥
tical fheep which 1 brought to "this countr
yield, on an average, half a pound of wo
more a picce, than they did at the firlt fhears®y
ing after their arrival. Nor, on the nicef}
and molt candid examination, is it found, thal!
there is any finer wool produced in Spain
“than that which is now annually fhorn from] &
thefe fame imported Merinos and their fullify
blooded offspring. The rams born in Ame; i
rica are, however, generally preferred to thof
born in Spain, Ly perfons who now ‘make-af
plication to my agent for Merino Rams, tp
crofs the blood of their flocks, in breedingh i
from thern by American ewes. It is the opii
nion of all the farmers in Conne&ticut, whi
have been acquainted with the;original flockS 3
and its delcendapts, both of the pure ang]{F SRS
mingled blood, that they are hardier, bettop e :
adapted to our climate, and more eifily no if g
vifhed both in fummer and winter than the¥dH
common breed of American fheep. Thegit
are likewile remarkable for being more gre
garious.and lefs difpafed to ftriy or ‘get o
fences than the athers. * Finally, itmay traf
be afferted, that they preferve the entive. ch'l
rater, fhape, features and qualitics, of:
beft Merinos in Spain. . .. i
T'he mixtuore otP
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, the Spanith with the- Ame;1'8 SERES
tican blood has fucceeded in ameliorating thd) SIS
pile of the fleece beyond ‘my moft-fangu EN by
expefations.  As: a proof of the foperior:
lue of the wool of the hilf blooded Meri
itis “a well. known -truth, that it :has beets
fold for a dollar 3 pound in ConneQicut,; ap
ftilt dearer in New-York, the prefent (eafol
while the belt common waol has been fgld
abiont-half thatprice.  The half.blogded M
rios produce. more wool. » thap the camm
fheep, and theyordinarily atrain 2 la
than the Spaniflror ‘Anrrican. bf(tz“‘
whigh. they_are defcended: " ~The falls.
{tareagree in fubftance with” thofe eftal }
cd:g)'-t'ibéi'icnr:‘in reverp conntry - of Eds
in+ uj‘g_b_.l’<havh travelled, - where ‘this ‘bre
of‘fhéep bas been introdaced. In, Englabdl

nefls in the wifdom and benevolent intentions

thofe 'who sre good, and am heantily forry for |

and:France the greateft care and expenle &

A%k i nis -




