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From the Edinburgh Review. .
Je la Conseription, ou Recueil Ghrouslo-
des Lois et des Arrétes du Gouverne-
at, des Dfcrets Imperiaux relativgs ala
iedes Conscritsy @ leur rtmplac:rme'nt,
+ dispenses de service, t7¢c. depuis lan'
 jusques et compris Ian X[V sz
ties, &'co  8ro. ppe 270. Parisy 18064

( Continued from our last.)

HE grand chara&teriftic of the prefent
adminiftration of France, i3 rcl-cmlcfs
bility, A hoft °,f informers lccurcs.
ity of the executive of.ﬂccrl. Cafes of
ot fignal and barbarous rigour, of which
v already given a few examples, crowd
¢ daily gazettes of the empire, and even
ournals of Paris, into which they are
lfively,and awkwardly thurft, in order
khe quickening impulle of fears may be
gated throvgh the entire mafs of fer-
" The columns now before us might
L warrant the inference, that thole tri-
swhich the weaknefls and depravity of
ature have rendered indifpenfable to all
Led communities, are, in France, exclu.
occupied with one fpecies of delinguen-
appily unknown to the reft of the world.
enttleitetl Escroguerie enayatiere de
ription,” OF 'f!ﬁ?%ﬂiﬁ??’ofﬁbncy fom |
liable to fervice, under frandulent pro-
of procuring them an exemption, A
ber in this ¢ great nation’’ is haunted by
bedre of .the police ; but the native is
ded, by another ¢ foul fiend,” ftill more
bus, and threatening him with more de-
og vifitations.  We hate it from good
prity, that a traveller frequently mecets,
¢ high roads, and particularly in the vi-
b of the great cities, 20 or 30 of thofe
ble beings, denominated refratory con-
s, guarded by a body of gendarnierie,
cupled together with a rope attached to
se's taily as a badge of disgrace I*
r readers may have obferved, in the dé.
of this {yftem, 2 femblance of tender-
towards perlons whofe fituation is apt to
thofe indignant feelings—thiat insurgent
iulnels of righty which undifguifed
Ton never fails o excite even among
it degraded of horan beings.  Hypo-
is the defence of fear againft juft refent-
4 and may, theretore, be well entitled,
bly tb homage which vice offers to vir-
But the tribute which defpotifin pays to
yo Tlie provifions on the fubject of the
e, to which we particularly allude, are
cther illufory,  The oltenfible purpofe of
reation is to fupply peflible deficiencies,
oafiit the armies in cafes of great emer-
- The emergency, however, has always
found to exilt—* Tyramnorum enim
5y Rastiy quam permixta necessitatibus ;"
the relerve is uniformly compelied to
b, Not only are all the conferiptsof the
atyeat thus fwept away ; but thofe of
peceding years, who have obtained a
ter of exemption undergthe conditions
ribed by law, are alfo dragged into the
by a decree of the military chief of
.dcpanmcnt. We muft not forget to
ton another fragrant breach of law, if
enarmity can befo called, which is com-
ed, not only .with" impunity, but under
ndion of public.authority, In the firft
Its of the revalution, the parochial re-
' at o period very -accurately  kept,
aln}cﬂ wholly negle@ed. As, therefore,
oficial document can be produced for
l}!_..bctw:cn feventeen and twenty, “'the
utirg officers, within the two laft years,
laken advantage of this circumflarce to
ide in the confeription numbers whole
uance corroborated their affertion, that
vere beyond the age, and whofe remon-
Peeswere rendered unavaili
pn 1n life,
Il the evil
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The conflcripts, as we
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obje&ts both of pity and amazement, « * Un
des fpe@acles les plus extraordinaires de Pa-
ris,” faid a diftinguiMed perfonags of that
capital ‘to'a ftranger, “‘c’elt celui gcs jeunes
conferits, qui font leurs exercices dans les
Champs Elifées. Les vainqueurs du monde ne
font que des enfans,” .

For the great majority, even of the better
claffes of confcripts, it is almoft impoflible to
obtain prokies. W hen the phyfical requifites
.are not wanting in the principal, the govern-
iméfity indeed, ftudioufly difcourages fubftitu-
tian. The acknowledged hardMips, ‘and in-
deterniinate duration of the military fervice,
‘tend, moreover, to enhatice fo enormouily the
price of the few who are found to pofiels all
the requilite qualifications, that they fall ex-
clufively to the fhare of the rich. More than
200/, is frequently given for a fubltitute, a
fum which, according to the rates of living
in France, is much more confiderable than
with us ; and far beyond the means of multi-
tudes, who, in that country, with the habits
of refined fociety, maintain an exterior Pf
tolerable eafe. Of this clafs are the amnestied
emigrants and old sproprietaries, who enjoy,
under the new dynafty, fomething of the ab-
ftra¢t right, and but ligtle of the bencfits of
postliminium ; and whoy in the bitternefs of
mortified pride, and the fadnefs of pining re-
collection, ftruggle to uphold a decent efta.
blithment with finall fragments of their for-
mer eftates.t  The revolution has, on_the
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Aud the equalization of fortunes is, at this
moment, among the moft prominent veftiges
which the empelt has left behind, for the in.
ftru@ion of the world ; a confequence over
which, in obedience to the ditates of reafon,
we [hould perhaps exult. But it is not eafy to
contemplate, without feelings of ftrong fym.
pathy, the thumbers of ithpoverithed families
and decayed gentlemen, @ho, wreftling with
memory and deftiny, under a perpetuval recur-
rence of paintul comparifons and hopelels wifh.
es, exhibit, throughout France, ftriking monu-
ments of the inftability of human affairs, and
falutary exzamples to the privileged orders and
corrupt governments of other countries,

To perfons of this defcription, who hate
and defpife their government—to the great
body of profeffional men, and of drooping
merchants and ‘manufaturers, who educate
their children with care and tendernefls,
and who find no compeafation in the (plendour
of the imperial diadem, for the degradation of
their own ordery, and the lofs of domeftic
comfort, the confcription appears the maxi-
mum ot human fufering, the moft odious of
all wrongs, and the moft vexatious of all in-
jultice.  The Lyleds, or public {cliools, the
leminaiies of ecclefialtical noviciate, the uni-
veefities of law and phyfic, are all fubje&t to
the vilits of the recruiting offticer, and forced
to furrender np their pupils, withont exception
of genius or tatle, at a period of life when
the morals arc in a ftate of ofcillation—~when
the chara@er of the frame itfelf is fearcely
determined, and the underftanding but in the
firft {tages of developement.  Parentsare not
only made to fuffer the pains of a feparation
under fuch circumfNances, but are condemned
to the inexpreflible grief of feeing the prin-
ciples and manners ot their children expofed
to total wreck, in the infe&ious communion
of the common foldiery—the meanelt and
moft protligate of mankinde The imprefl-
ment of a Britifh feaman is doubtlefs a re-
volting fpe@acle ; but falls far thort of the
fcene of real diftrefs, exhibited at the ballot.
ing of a confeription, when the parents or
friends of the confeript are indulged, as is of
ten the cafe, in drawing his ticket from the
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fis ; and, under the garb¥of efuality, ads
with 2 molt partial and vexatious preffure.
Men of large fortune, the leaft relpe@able
of the community of France at this moment,
either monopglize the fubflitutes, or corrupt
the infpe@ting officers, and thus difentangle
themfelves from the trammels of the law. "L'he
parafites of the court, by intrigue and fa-
vour, fecure the fame immuohy to themfelves
and their friends. The great military and
civil dignitaries of the empire arc privileged
ex officio § and this exemption will be gradu-
ally extended to all whofe zeal is ufeful to
prop the greatnefs of the ruling power. The
burden,’ then, fills with accumulated weight
uport the clals of psrfons whom we -have
‘mentiontd in-a former page j and a flill great-
er.evil is inflited, by thus confounding them
with the dregs and lees of the community.
Feelings and habitudes fhould be confulted
in every general at of legiflation ; artd in
this inftante, the diltrefs and inconvenience
occalioned to the lower orders, bear no pro-
portion to the mifery infli¢ted on the higher
and middling ranks of the people. It is un-
necefldry; too, to have recourfe to {6 com-
prehenfive a plan of compulfion, for the cre-
ation of a force adequate to all the purpoles
of ordinary warfare., Louis X1V, when at 4
war with the whole of the north of Europe,
maintained an army of 500,000 men, prin-
cipally made up by voluntary levies ; and un-
der the laft unfortunate monarch of that
in the fame manner, amounted to 200,000 ;
of which Parisalone furnifhed annnally 6000,
although it now yiclds but 1400 for the con-
fcriptions .
Notwithftanding the familiarifing experi-
ence of the paft, and the certain expeétation
of the future, every new confeription Ipreads
confternation through all the families ot the
empire. From the commencement of the war
againft Pruflia, until the termination of the
campaign in Poland, three feveral levies were
raifed ; the laft of which, propofed in the
fpring of 1807 ,created a fenfation that is not
to be adequately defcribed, Although all tor-
refpondence relative to the pofition of tle ar-
mies was rigoroufly interdictedy and ho letters
{uffered to pals without fcrutiny, it was im-
poflible wholly to €onceal, at lealt from the
public of Paris, the dreadful mortality which
afli€ed the march, and the incredible hard-
lhips infeparable frem the movements of the
troops, labouring under a fearcity of provifi.
ons, and the unaccuftomed rigours of a nor-
therh winter, A third confeription was gene-
rally viewed 2s an undertaking much too bold
for the internal adminiftration, fitvated as it
then was, and particularly, at a moment
when a belief was current, among all ranks,
that the emperor would be unable to extricate
himfelt from the embarraffments in which he
was fuppofed to be involved. The govern-
ment appeared fenfible of the hazard ; andin
order to prepare the public mind for the e-
vent, caufed their intention to be arnounced
in whifpers through the circles and threc
thoufand coffee-houfes of the capital.  The
effe@® was every where vilible, even to the
cye of a curfory obferver. An impreflion of
terror upon the countenances of thofe, who
cither were themfelves expofed to the danger,
or fhuddered at the profpe& of new revoluti.
onary alarms ; of fufpicion, and joy but half
difguifed, in the lowering brows of the tur-
bulent and difafleted, conftantly on the alert
to improve the concurrence of opportunity,
and who hailed this defperate expedient, as
a confirmation of their hopes relative to the
perils of the army. T'he orator.of the govern-
ment, Renaud St. Jean D'Angely, fhed

tatal urn,  The piercing fhrieks and tumul.
tuous acclamations alternately uttered on
thele occafions, by a people to whom nature
has allotted fuch vivacity of chara@er, wholly
overpower the feelings of a fpectator, and
conduét him, irrefiftibly, to the conclufions
we have adopted, concerning the fpirit with
which the imperial difpenfations are obeyed.

We by no means condemn, but indeed cor-
dially approve, a fcheme of levies which would
fumimon, inexorably, all rdrks to the defence
of the state, and compel the opulent to make

their perfonal {ervice in foreign operations,

Paris is that of the young confcripts who perform
their exercifes in the Cbamps Elisces. ‘The con-
querars of the world are nothing but ch ldren!

in the year 1990, until 1801, the (ale of national
domains in France produced upwards of 100 mil.
lions Reiling Thefe domains were principally
made up of the confilcated property of emigrants,
and ferved to defray the public expenfes in'the firft
years, of the revolution. [Ramel, Histoire des
Finances do la Republique.} . .
fale continued, and produced about eighteen

ample pecuniary retribution for the lols of

But the French confcription, as muft be
already apparent, refls upon quite another ba-

® One of the moft extraomlinary fpefacles of

t+ From the period of the emiffion of afignats,

Even in 1803, ‘this

tears of real or affedted forrow, as he ftated
the neceflity of the mealure ; and the fenate
received it, contrary to their habit, in filent
acquicfcence, and with every indication of
relu@ance and difmay, Inorder to affuage the
general feeling, it was found advifeable to qua-
lify the new call for 80,000 men, by a clanfe
which enadted, that they were then to be
merely organized, and retained within the li-
mits of the empire, as a national guard.
Circumftances enabled them to adhere to this
condition, which, we need not add, would
have been violated, if the armies had fuftaine
ed a defeat, or the camrpaign been protratted
“to a more diftant term, It was the eftablifh-

wars, to maintain an army in Italy, ready 1o
march in'cale of difafter. And a recourle to
the fame policy was indifpenfable for the
French commander, to recall vitory, had fhe
deferted his Nandard, and to drive his anta-
gonift to the -conclifion of an ignominious
peace, hy intimidating him with the fhew of
new and inexhauftible affailants.

It is not ealy to convey a juflt idea of the
ftate of Paris during this period of uncertain.
ty and alarm.  Webelieve, that there never
has exifted, with a valt majority of its inba-
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-a numerous body, with a marked predile®iop
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ed pradtice of the Romans, in their foreign

the prefent government, Aud’ we’are. credib
ly informed, that no doubt was then enter
tained of its immediate diffolution, if the ag
mies had Lgen broken and difpesfed. - We as
told, that the proportion of idle, profiigate
and defperate adventurers, whom the revolu:
tion has ingendered, or accident collectéd ip
Paris, is trolv aftonifhing ; and that there i
ftill to be found, among the literati of-eve
clafs, and even in the deliberstive affemblies.

for republican inftjeutions.  The Brit. were 88
and are, ripe and eager for any change ; and
the later, equally prepared to ve.affert thei
favourite opinions, and co-operate in the ful
verfion of a government, by which they are
held in contempt, and reduced to asmoft abje]
and contumelious fervitude. As Paris, toges
ther with the relt of the empire; was leftal=
molt deftitute of troops, the danger was only
to be counteraed by quickéning the vigis
lance, and multiplying the terrors of theig
domeftic inquifition. Among the anomailes,
of the human chara&er that confound - all¥
general reafoning, there is none more inéoma,
prelienfible than the empire which this tribus
nal exercifes over the whole pation. A .peo=|
pley of all others, the molt mercurial in theic,
terpers—the moft thoughtlefs in their levity,
the moft ungavernable in their fury ; underj
the influence of this power, lofe the diftin8
guilhing fearures of their character ; and on! §
fubjects conne@ed with the “public weal, dif-}
eand il
the fobriety and referve of confummate pru.
dence. They know and obferve, as it were?,
inflin&ively, the precife limits afligned to!
the range of language ; and, confcious thata.
myftzrious ubiquity is one of the attributes of F&
this fearching volice, difcipline, accordingly,”
the tongue and the conntenance, even in their:
domeftic techufion. Whoever has had occafions
to know the prefent ftate of Parifian fociety |
will be firuck with the prophetic accuracy of
the followiog defeription, as applied to the” j
afpedt it wore at the period of which we are. §8
fpeaking. ¢ Non alias magis anxia et pavens LPLES
civitates gens adveifum proximos, congrefTus, ‘Sl
colloguia, nota ignotaque aures vitari, etiam § ! ;
muta atque inanima teCtuth et parictes cire FELSE
cumfpe&tabantur.  Unde plena omnia fufpici- ;
onem et vix fecreta domuwn fine formidine,
Sed plurimum trepidationes in publico. Ut
quemque nuntivin fama attulerat animum-#
vultumque converfli, ne' diffidere dubiis, ne ¥
parum gaudere profperis viderentur,” &c.
‘¢ Coadto vero in curiam {enatw, arduus rerum
omnium modus, ne contumax filentium, ne «
{ufpe&a libertas.” [ Tacit. IHist. Lib, 1.}
In the midft of difquictude and fear, pub- -}
lic feftivals were multiplied, in ‘order to give 38}
an air of confidence to the adminiftration at §
home 3 and an _unufual degree of fplendour
brightened the “court of the ¢mprefs, who
remained in. Paris, and took a principal fhare |
in thefe mummeries of defpotifiy. Her majefl
ty was conftantly glittering befare the public .
eye, either at the brilliant cercles of the
Thuilleries, the numerous and magnificent &
fétes of the Luxembourg & the Garde. Muble,
or in the theatres, at the, meanclt of which &
fhe condefcended to aflift, and to inhale the |
incenfe of the multitude.» The bulletins an-
nouncing the molt brilliant fuccefles were kept, &
back regularly for fome days, and rumours of 8
difalter intentionally circulated, that the -}
grateful intelligence might produge the greats
er fenfation.  Thele, and other Contrivances,
however, we are informed, had but little cf-
fet in quickening the fluggith layalty of the
body of the people. ,That emulation of fers
vitude, which is fo fignally confpicuous in thg
public bodies, great officers, and ¢ mercena-
1y Swils” of ftate ; and to which, under all
abfolute governmentsy: the higher ranks have
evinced fo difigraceful a propenfity, is but lite 48
tle fcen among the lower clafles of France 3
who manifeft, for the moft paet, a chilling
indifference to the perfonal exhibitions of the . &
imperial family, and appear to have Ioft, in
this refpe&, all the chara@eriftig fervency of “f
Ltheir nation, | o
Thefe trembling anxieties, and‘bumb]c pre- -
cautions, will probably appear ftrabge to thole
who only view at a diftance the gigantic -
frame of this ‘tremendous government, and
have not refle@ed on the various dangers ... 38§
which precipitate the fall of 2 power founded : §i
in force. . Hillary (hews, ‘with what rapidity -
of defcent old and deeply rooted eftablithments
have fometinies fallen to the ground and
the circumftances of thy French: capital, in
1806, may warrant theiprefumption, ‘that a 4
fyRem, refling only, as it were, on “the - fur -4
tace, by its own opprefiive weight—swith no. . #8
prefcriptive authoritye—with few artificial bare | &
riers—with no titles to vencration or lovee— (1
might have-been ftruck dowg by the firlt guft -
of adverlity. The alarm which was evident-
ly felt, while it gilds the futurt with a ray of
hope, " pradtically illuftrates a \great ‘maxim,
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lions of francs. [Comptes Gereraux du tresor pubg ]

bitants, a ferious rellance on the Rability of

which cannot be too; offen -incujcated upol




