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[ AMERICAN HEMP.

HE fecretary of the navy will receive, until the

ift of November next, propofals _f0r furnifhing
ter votted Hemp of the grnwth_ of the United
:‘axcs, to be delivered either at Ponh_nnu\h, gN. H.)
;)ﬂnn, New-London, New-York, P.}_uladelphm, New-
Jtle, Baltimore, Norfolk, Wilmington, (N. C.)
wrleflon, (S. C.) Savanna, (Georg.) or New-Or.

ande .
chr well water rotted and well cleaned American

fewp, the fecretary of the navy is difpofed to al-
w aliberal price beyond the ufual price of fuch
emp When dew rotted. . o

Any perfon tranfmitting propofals for furnifhing a
upply of water rotted Hemp, will be pleafed to fate
he price per ton, the place where, ‘and the time
Pten, it would be delivered. .

— § G

PREPARATION OF FLAX.

not prove unacceptable ]
Cooper's Pointy st Sept. 1805,
byspECTED FRIEND,

FLAX being the principal article of domeftic ma-
|,fature (wool excepted,) in the middie and nor-

[A republication of the following at the present time may

ington Parke Custis, Elq; was held at his feat at
Arlington.  About forty gentlemen of the neigh-
bouring €ountry were prefent, It was caule of infi-
nite gratification, to fee this patriotic and praile-
worthy eftablithment, fo numeroufly and relpectably
attended, and aircady exhibiting fuch ftrong evi-
gcncc of the utility contemplated by its worthy foun-
Cre

I'he premiums of the prefefdt year were for thé
fineft year old ram-lamb, and for the beft {pecimen of
ten yaids of homefpun cotton cloth,

Four gentlemen of the beft eftates in this part of

the country, major Lawrence Lewis, of Wood-Lawn, .

John Tayloe, Elg; of Mount Airy, Hayward Foote,
Efq; of Hayfield, and William Alexander, Efg; of
Pieflon, contended as breeders of that invaluable a-
nimal, the fheep, and each by his perfonal attendance
and evident anxiety, to gain the palm, at the (ame
time that he furnifhed the moft lavdable example,
exhibited the ftrongelt imaginable proof of the ad-
vantages of ftimuli hke the prefent, to bring into ac-
tion the exertions of the wealthy, and of the refleét-
ing part of fociety, to develope the latent refources
of the country, for the great benefit of the communi-
ty at large.

The four lambs fhewn by thofe highly refpectable

guefts were then feated, and which'in former days, *
had oft proudly covered his illuftrious rklative in the
field of privation, of toil and of danger, amidft a ges
neral emotion excited in the brealts of the whole
company (moft of whom had been the neighbours and
perfonal friends of that great and good man) by the
recolle@ion of paft tumes, gave the ' memory of Ge.
neral Weshington.” General Maflen moved that on
the next and each fucceeding meeting at the Arling-
ton {heep thearing, the vifitors (hould appear clad in
American manufa&ture—tle motion was warmly aps -

_plauded, and immediately and unanimoufly adopted.

: April 30th, 1808,

THE fubfcribers appointed by the gentlemen vifi-
tors prefent, to adjidge the premiums offered by the
proprietot, George Washington Parke Custis, Esq;—
for the fineft year old lamb, and for the beft {pe-
cimen of home-fpun cloth, proceeded to examine
three picces of cotton cloth; one produced by
Mres. Denngson, of Fairfax county, Virginia, dark
mixture, full yard wide, veiy fine and remarkable ’
handfome. Ouwe by AMrs. Ball; of fame county, ches
quered, of firm and excellent texture, yard wrde and |
of neat pattern. And the third by 3iss Peggy Fields,

‘of the fame county, white, of exceeding fine thread,
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From the National Intelligencer. Mr. Cuftis, after a few prefatory and feeling re-
@iswﬁﬂny. ON Saturday the 50th ult. the ANNUAL m:'xrks, in which l}e took occafion, in a very appro- .,!"
——— : - SHEEP SHEARING, inftituted by George Wash. Priate manner, to intzoduce the tent under which his  *
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8 . 1 sy bied G f any country, as well for fize and form as for the Four remtdemen offered lambs and “tntered into
AWETE L5 FEpm Pilly 1 pIGHVICH £ SEatain iece weight and quality of the fleecce. The vilitors fe-,

ledted from-theirownr number; as judges of * the day,-
Thomas Bigges, Efgq; of Warburton, General Jolin
Mafon, of Analoft-n Iland, William Lee, Efq; of
Burgandy farm, and Jovathan Swift, Efq; of Alex-
andria, Col. Deneale’ was appointed judge of the
weights,  They adjudged to John Tayloe, Efgsifor
his lamb, as combining moft of the defirable qualities,

ant man, who by his account -came from the neigh-
sithood nf Ruflia, ~ Itoan dfter fer him and others
b [pread my flax ; the lot not containing the whole,
¢ requelted me to let him rot the remainder in his
wn way, which he faid was to half rot it in the wa.
r and then on the ground, which he did, and the
.1/ To rotted proved the beft, foftet and whiteflt, I
dever feen 3 and the method plealed my wite and
inners fo well that I have practifed it ever fince
ith fome alteratious as to times
The procels we find to anlwer beft, is, after the
«d is beaten off; bind it about the fize of common
ve fheaves, and about the laft of September, or firft
f Okober, immerle it in water 3 {lagunated is pre-
rable to running 5 it fhould not be more than two
et ceep trom the [urface, and the flax kept entirely
nler water about two weeks; but the time (hould
regulated by the weather, as to heat or cold. We
en take it out and [pread it, thin and even, and
m it as eccafion may require @ after being fpread,
ery rain, fory dew, or froft, affifts in feparating the
wd, whitening the flax, and extraéing the gum,
fich is the only coarfe and harfh, and it is an ef-
tihed fadt with thofe who bave tried, that either
iead or cloth made from flax prepared in the above
painer, is fofter and will whiten in one third of the
me that is requifite for that from flax rotted in the
ZMol mauner,. e T o
Lbelieve the principal reafon that water.rotting
% is {o little praftifed in North-America, is that
ofz who have tried it find the flax hard and brictle,
e caule of which, (I imagine) is putting it in wa-
rin hot weather, when two or three days will not
kiract the gum,
A perfon of '‘my acquaintance from Hibernia,
ho is well acquainted with the procefs of flax pre-
aton) informs me, that it has been the common
adlice in Ireland, for about 20 or 30 years, to let
¢ flax remain in the water until fufficiently rotted,
tihe peaple in general, finding it did not anfwer
ir fanguine expe@ation, have fince adopted the
pove method with fuccels,
Linen made of flax prepared as above direéted,
tth one boil, will be about the colour of Ruflia
eeung, which induces me to believe that all the
mpard flax in Ruffia is rotted in the {ame way.,

1dy 23] am greatly defirous for the improvement of

t mnufadtures of our country, I wifh my fellow-
Y205 to make a wial, which may be fa'f'cly done
y tying a fmall part, v
Ifyou think the foregning worth a place in your
e it will be well to publith it foon, as the fea-
" proper for the wperation is near at hand,
I remain your friend, '

JOSEPH COOPER.
James 3. Wilton, Efq. .

SPIRIT OF THYE TIMES.
A COMPANY is about to be eftablifhed in Pea

::‘:‘:q (Vir.) with a capiral of 50,000 dolls. for the
g

C]\‘in & % § 5. Wl
WIE of cotton fhirdings, cambricks, dimities,

'f::‘:::dnzn‘l;ccns, kerleymeres, vc.lve.ts. chc\ccr.\s,
4l olh:; X “_"‘;YS- grandurells, tickings, hofieries
.y s riicles of cotton and wodl. f}nd allo
ks, fovl ure of igon ware, fuch as nails, hoes,
rited aryticfs’ &c, &e. Or fuch of the {:md enu-
i and rhanufaures as the fociety fhall
¢ to time find to be the moft produdive, and

4
the calls for confumption may demand.”
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and fpinning of cotton and ‘wool, ful!ing,_

~the Prize Cup, Mrs D=unifon, Mrs. Ball, and

Mils Peggy Fields, all ot Fairfax county, Virginia,
produced each a piece of cotton cloth, of their own
home manufacture, and delightful fpecimens of the
ingenuity, indufiry, and gaod houfe-wifery of our
country they were, all having been fpun and woven
in their refpective houfes, amidft the ordinary avoca-
tions of the family—the gallant judges placed the
golden apple in the tair hands of Mifs Fields. Ge-
neral Mafon exhibited a han.fome (pecimen of do-
meflic fluxen cloth, and fome very fine fpun cotton—
both highly admired and applavded.  Dr. Dick,
Thomas Peter, Elqg; and (everal other gentlemen ex-
hibited famples of wool.

Belide the pleafure derived from the competition
jult defcribed, the vifitors were highly gratified by
the exhibition of Mr. Cuftic’s own flock, and in wit-
nefling the fuccels of his crofling and improving the
different breeds of theep, colle@ed with much care

and judgment by him—the Mount Vernon Perfian -

ftock, the Smith's Ifland, the Arlington long wool.
led, the Merino, and feveral relative crofles were
fucceflively fhewn, and examined with much appro-
bation.

In the afternoon the company partook of the hof-
pitality of the proprictor, in a moft abundant and
clegant dinner, ferved on the lawn under a fpacious
marque. After dinner Mr. Cuftis addreffed the com-
pany, and . congratulated them on the already pro-
mifing ftate ot the inflitution—=he explained the mo-
tives by which he had been induced to fet it on foot;
he depi@ed, in a concife and very perlpicuous man-
ner, the advantages which would certajly arife from
foftering manufactures of all kinds, but in this part
of the country particularly from encouraging the
raifing of wool, and the making of home-fpun cloth ;
e took an extenfive and extremely interefting view,
of the prefent fituation of the United States as re-
lated to foreign nations, and pointed out in the moft
forcible manner, the neceflity of rendering ourlelves
independent of them, by furnifhing our own fupplies
of manufafured articles, * He adverted in a referved
and highly decorous manner, to his own efforts on
thefe fubjeéts ; declared his conviction of the duty
which every member of fociety owes to the commu-
nity to contribute by individual exertion, and by ex-
ample, to the bettering the condition of his fellow-
men, and to introduce and encourage fuch improve-
‘ments as are calculated to produce f{o defirable an
end. He difclaimed every thing like perfonal emo-
Jument, from the eftabliliment ; afked the aid of the
gentlemen prefent, and of the neighbouring country,
to carry into exccution by degrees, s fyftem—cal-

“culated for the good of the community, not of him-

fetf. He ftated that he fnould in a-fhort time pub-
lith a profpe@us of the whole, containing fore valu-
able additions to the prefent plan, and coneluded by
foliciting the annual attendance of the gentlemen
prefent, and their triends.

The addrefs was received with great fatisfaltion
and applaufe. Mr. Digges, as foon as it was clofed,
gave % The Arlington sheep shearing—many pros-
perous retrns of the day.”

competition for the prize,

Laurence Lewis, Esgy.of.\Wood-Lawn,- Virginia,
exbibited a lamb called Difidey, bis fize was of the
Arlington long woalted race, bred by Mr. Cuftis —
He weighed on the hoof 140 Ihs, flerce 61 1bs,

Hayward Foote, Esg; of Hayfield, Virginia, fhews
ed a lamb called Budger—of fame breed und age,
weighed on the hoot unfhorn, 105 ths. fleece 92 1bs.

John Tayloe, Esq; of Mount Airy, Vitginia,
fhewed a lamb cailed Superby his dam a ewe of col.
Daorley’s ftock, (well knowu) by a ram of Mr, Tay-
loe's own breed, his weight ~on the hoof unfhorn 180
Ibs. fleece 87 lbsi—height 2 feet 83 incheg—length -
frem tip of the nofe to the end of the tail 5 feet
104 inches.

William Alexander, Esq; of Preflton, Virginia,
fhewed a lamb called Prefton, of the home breed—
weight on the hoof unthorp 149 1bs. ficece 74 lbgu—
height 2 feet 51 inches—length from tip of the nofe
to the end of the tail 5 feet 10L inches.

In the opinion of the judges, the wool of Mr.
Foote's lamb was of the longeft ftaple—~it meafured
full 12 inches—that of Mr, Tayloe's lamb was of
the fincft fibre ; that of the lambs of Mr, Lewis and
Mr. Alexander was inferior fomewhat in fibre to
Mr. Tayloe’s, and in length of ftaple to Mr. Foote’s,

Taking into confideration the great weight and

fize of Mr. Tayloe's lamb, and the finenels of the

wool, although the fleece was not fo heavy as one of
the others, the judges unanimoufly declare the pre-
mium to be his. :

And they adjudge to Mifs Polly Fields the prize
for the beft fpecimen of cloth. They do this with
more pleafure, as this beautiful fpecimen of cloth
was fpun and woven by Mifs Fields herfelf.

THOMAS DIGGES,
J. MASON,
WILLIAM LEE,
JONATHAN SWIFT.

Communicated for the Maryland Gazette,
Arlington Sheep-Shearing, April.30th, 1808.

A SILVER CUP, given by G. W. Cuftis, Efg;
for the beft yearling lamb.

The prize was won by John Tayloe, Efquire, of
Mount Airy,—whofe lamb weighed, before fhearing,
180 Ibs.—fleece 8% 1bs.—length from the nofe to the
end of the tail 5 feet 8% inches—height 2 feet 83
inches.

He was a remarkably well bodied fheep, having
not an objeftionable point; his dam of Derfey's
flock, and his firc one of Mr. Tayloe’'s own ftock -
rams. -

NOTE. -

.. The judges were gen. J. Mafon, T, Digges, W.
Lee, and"J. Swift. I think Mr. Tayloe’s a larger

lamb than 1 ever faw in England, or elfewhere.—

The wool of all the lambs fhewn fully equal in ftaple

to that ufed in the cloathing counties of England,

Someifet, Gloucelter and Yorkfhire, And the wool

from Mr. Cuflis’s improved Marinos, out of the

Mount Vernon ftock, as well as his Smith’s Ifland

breed, of finer texture and staple than any m Great-
Britain, fave thofe fmall Shetlands, fo carefully ob-

tained by fir Jobn Sinclair. .

THOS. DIGGES.

S SCRAP. .
THOSE who wifh to fhine by the fingularity.of
their oblervations, rarely make any that are afefuls
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