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ANNAPOLIS, THURSDAT, September 24, 1807,
From the London Morning Chronicle of fuly 28. :
HE chcumftances refpe@ing the engagement
between the Leopard and the Awnerican fri-
:ation, [Chefapeake] are ftated. to be as

ate Conlin! &
go!lawz-—“ It appears that fome Br-mfh deferters
had taken refuge on board the American frigate.—
The Leopurd fafling in with her demanded that they

14 be civen up. and infifted upon fearching far
e b'l'ﬂis wnspp-:rempt,nrily refuled by the Ame-
rican captain ; after which the Leopard fired a lh_ot,
which was anfwered by a broadfide, and an adiion
immediately  commenced, which, ‘howuer, did. not
coari~ 2 long, for the Conftellation, [Chcfapcake]
pp cavinga few men killed: and wounded, ftruck
jr calonis,  The deferters were then taken out of
bz, and flie was permitted to depgrt, and, we unders
fand, e returned immediately to the- Chefapeake.
The Conftellagion,~f{Chefapeake]- is. a~large 44-gun
figate - ery hitfe inferiorim fize ro the Leopard.”.

S is the account given of this affair in the mi-
pileral paper the Sun, of Iaft night. - Other reports
trencion, that it was not the Con(\c!lnn‘on, but the
Chelepeake, and that fhe was- carried to Halifax ;
bt wetake it-for granted; that the above is the
corre@ account. e
Out of this ftatement, as it ftands, various confide-
wiops arife ; though to enable us to judge of the

them.

cellarv.  If the American captain received on board
is vellel deferters from Britith {hips of war, know-

withftanding the pradtice of one nation. receiving the
queltions ufked. On the men being demanded, be

ought, for the fake of peace and good underftanding,
Iperhaps, to have given them up, though we do not

however, to deliver them up on a menace of fearch,

earched ; becaufe, had he yielded to the menace, he

untry.

Itis ta be obferved, that thisis a cale

of taking Britith failors out of American fhips. The

'he Conltellation [Chefapeake] was a [(hip bearing
@ fiag and comeaiffion of the United States. The

or whether the American captain knew of it? The
fact at prefent is of no nfanner of confequence. The

Pave 2 very good action at law, when he muft not
ake the law into his own hands.
~We Lavdly imagine that any Civilian will contend,
hat a Buitith thip could have this right of fearch by
gorce, becaule fuch a right is wuolly inconfifterie
vith the lovereignty of the United Scates of Ame-
Fica,  To all intents and purpofes the fovereignty of
he United States in all irs branches, and furely
herefore, in‘whatever relates to military jorifdi€ion
nd authority over its public, force is as complete as
hat of this or any other nation over it$ army or na-
Yo But what can be a more direét invation of this
ight of fnvcrcignty, what a more flagrant attack on
he honour of an independent nation, than to infilt'as
p mateer of right, Jon going on board a fhip of war,
and fearching for deferters? We do not know any
afe that would fupport fuch a demand, for there can
¢ no neceflity for it ; hut the pretence in this cafe
very trifling, and far below what could juftify one
fation in demanding that another fhould fubmit to
vch a badge of ignominy, Let any military man,
L any fcir_nln, refle@® for a moment what the thing
;mlnded 5. Itis that the public thips and vellels
%' one pawer fhall, when and where they pleafe, fend
on board the public fhips and veffels of another
""““Y power, and by force pafs in review the whole
Tew, learch the ‘whole fhip, and do every thing the
moft inconfiftent with _the difcipline of the fhip vifit-

d,and the dignity of the nath the t
uppofed righf ¥e ¢ nation fubmitting to this

e T

-~
- Let us.put this home to ourfelves. Suppofe the
Chefapeake had been lying at Portfmouth. Suppofe
captain Truxton or any hot-headed American bad got
information that fome .runaway American failors
were on board a Britith floop of war. Admitting
that they were runaways, would any Englifh officer
commanding fuch floop of war, have acceded to the
imputlent and infulting demand of Truxton, to Tend
or come on board his veffel, make his crew pafs muf-,
ter, cach tell where he was born, fearch every cranny,
and do that which in the very nature of things, can-
not be doue without outrage and infult? Yet if there
be right in.this pretenfion, it is-a »ight common to
both nations ; and captain Truxton would have been
full as much entitled to exercife it at Spithead or in
the Downes, .as the commander of the Leopard in
Hatnpton Roads. The claim is {o inconfiftent with
'the clearelt rights of independent fovereignty, that it
can have no foundation in the law of nations; and it
would neceflarily - lead- in-pra&ice to fuch diforders
among the high.fpirited officers of two different na-
vies, as mult fatisfy every reafonable man that, being
utterly repugnant to common fenfe, it cannot form
part of the internatiomlwmient civilizeddogieties.: =
<.+ Thisis not a cafe irf the fmallelt degree affe&ed by
that of the Swedifh convoy. The principle is wholly
different. In the cale of ‘the Swedifh convoy there

was no claim made to vilit and fearch the fhip of”
war-—Qur clagn was to. [earch the wmerchant fhips,
under conwoy ;. and the Swede faid ¢ No, the prefence

of our fhip of “war is ‘2™ Tufficietit fécurity that” this
convoy carries no contraband,” We again denied
this, and infiffed upon vifiting the fhips ungder convoy,

true Rate of the cafe, much’ more information is ne-  proyided we had a reafonable ground of doubt or fuf= land. |

picion; .

, “The demand to vifit and fearch a Mhip bearing the

on pretence of catching deferters, is of a quite differ-

fubjeQts of another into its fervice, without any ene pawure. Surely it any place oufhit to be privi- imagined the Englith had effe

leged. from a forcible entry on fuch ignoble purluit,
it is. the royal or thie national navy of an indeper.dent
ftate.  Surely if any courtefies are mutually due, it

We fay that Britifh (hips of war are not, and cannot

bound to fubmit to them from the Britith. The law

fo humiliating and fo dangerous, cannot be fuppofed.

diﬁ"c‘rrnt We deny, then, that fuch a'law exiltss We defy in.tendcz_l as a privateer againft the Englith,
from any that has yet occarred, refpecting the right  minilters to produce a fingle paragraph from any re- Diana is an.uncommon fine veflel, fails extremely

fpectable writer on public law, or any admitted cafe,

rowed.

, Weare glad to find that fir j’ohn Nichol, tte

of independent {tates.
What may be the falts of this cafe, we do not

dlter the queltion of right, If they were Britifh fai-
lors, rediefls furely might have been obtained by ap-
plication to the American government; and there
was no fuch prefling emergéncy or urgent danger,
from the efcape of thefe deferters, as to juftify the
adoption of a violent remedy, or the appeal to that
fort of law which nothing but neceflity can {an&ion.

Complaints of taking each others men are common
to us amd the Americans, and probably in both cales
to fome extent well founded. But this is to be con-
fidered, that in the one our men follow their own in-
clination, in the other they are prefled. We do not
believe, however, that there are 1000 Britifh fcamen
altogether in the Awmerican fervice.

From London papers of August 1—8. .

A vaft quantity of thofe deftruflive engines, the
newly-invented rockets, are on board the fhipy en-
gaged in the expedition. Governmeént has offered
increafed prices for a great numbet .of tranfports.
Sheathed flips for 6 mnonths, at a ginnea per ton;
and fingle bottoms for § months, at 2l. per month.
There are at prefent upwards of 100,000 tons of
tranfports in the fervice, at an expence of nearly
120,0001, per month. )

The Spanifh troops appear to have lzeha.vcd in the
moft daftardly manner in the late affairs in Pomera.
nia. A particular fervice was allotted to them dunpg
the retreat of the' Swedes, bat they became panic-

flruck and gave way, in confequénce of which two her

_reigns.

* “The Tifiilter of Rdte 3t the Hague; on the Toth

e
regiments of Bavarian horfe and one regiment of
Dutch infantry wete cut to pieces, .~ y
The French are making great naval and' military
preparations at Antwerp, Fluthing, Oftend, and along
that coaft, for the jnvafion of England. . ;
* Baron Hardenberg hus, at the defire of Buonaparte,

been difiiffed from the Pruffian miniftry, and the .

port folio of the foreign department has been intrufted
to count Von.der Golrz, a foldier, hitherto unknown
& the diplomatic world. : y W, B L
- Count Statterheim, the Auftrian ambaffador to
Buon:}parte, arrived at Tilflit on the 9th, and has
ha.d leveral conferences with Talle rand, but. his
miflion is flated to have totally failc!

tue condudt of France towards Auftria having been
matenally. altered by tle treaties of YHifit. .For
feveral days count Stutterheim remained in a flate

of feclufion, waiting frefh inftru@ions trom his cabi-
net. :

Policies ha
fent continental peace will not laft 8 months.

When the new allied fovereigns rode out .together
at Tilfit, they always obferved the tallowing order =
the emperor Napoleon rode in*the. middle,. the. empen:
ror Alexander on his right, and ‘the king of Pruffix
on his left.  About lalf pait 9 in the morning they
returned and the emperor Napoleon was_efcorted to
his refidence. In thefe excurfions the princes Con-
ftantine and Murat - always_accompanied their {ove-

ult. gave a grand dinner to the different heads of his
departments to commemorate the battle of Fried:

About 140 perfons fet down to one toble, and at
the conclufion when the toalls were drank, each was

ins them to be fuch, perhaps he was ‘culpable, not- . flag and commiffion of an independent neutral power, accompanied by a difcharge of 21 cannon, which

threw the city into great conflernation, as it was

{ &ed a landing, the
traniports having been feen off the coaft two days
before.

A fpacious Nunnery at Antwerp, in which were

krow, that by any law of nations, f:ar lefs by any ex- maqit be to prohibit fuch indelicate and difordeyly in- eighty ladies, has been feized on for the purpofe
ifing treaty, be was bound to ‘deliver them on the trufions. We do not plead the caufe of the Ameri- of converting it into barracks ; it will hold 4000
dermand of any Britith hip. If he was called upon, can navy here ; we plead that of the Britilh navy.— men, -

Monteviedo.—Captain Kilwick commanding his

and if that accompanied the demand, hc did_no more  be fubje@t to fuch vifits from the Americans, or any majeflty’s frigate Howe, has arrived at Sheernefs from
ban his duty in refufing to allow his fhip to be prber nation; and therefore the Americans are not the river Plata. He brought with him the prize fhip'

Diana, built at Bofton, in America, which had

furrendzred an important right  belonging to his 3 equal ta both,. and the exiftence of a law at once been fold to a Spani(h merchant, a fhort time prior to

the capture of Monteviedo by the Britifh, and was
The

well, and is in excellent condition, She brings home

Atrericans dilpute our right ot taking them out of by which the proceedings of the commander of the to the prize agents, hides, copper, tallow, Peruviaw
private fhips, and allege great outrazes in doing fo.  Leopard can be authorifed or defended.  His condud, bark, furs, borns, oftrich feathers, Vigonia wool,
Here thé cale ftands upon totally different grounds, come what may of ‘the difpute, ought to be difa- ‘ehony, Spanifh wool,” goat™ fKins, deerfkins, &c. "

&er. to be fold for the bencht of the captors. The
value of this fhip amounts to upwards of 40,0001,

queftion then is, whether this country, or any Mip Ling's advocate, was prefent at the council upon this The Speak, alfo a ci-de-vant 'American fhip, which
pearing the Ling’s authority and comnniffion, had a  aftuir:  The learning and found fenfe of fir John Ni- had been fold to the Spaniards about twelve manths
ight to infiit on vifiting by force the fhip of a neu- chol, we truft, would corre&t the intemperence of mi- ago, and prize to the gallant admiral Stesling, and
ral and friendly pawer, for the purpnfe of fearching niftcrs, and fatisfy them that the pretenfion. infited the Britifh forces at Monteviedo, parted from the
for deferters ? 1t is not whether there alually were tpon in this tafe is wholly unprecedented, and is ut- H9wc a fhort time ago; [he may be daily expeéted,
or were ot deferters on hoard the American frigate, terly inconfiftent with the common rights and dignity being under the charge of an agent of tranfports

and lieutenant of the navy. oy
The Speak is a Newz=York fhip, about 500 tons,

ueftion is, whether-we had the right to purfue the p;ctcnd to be yet informed. It is faid, however, that f:xtrcmcly well found, and almoft new. Flcr cargo
edrels of an ‘alleged grievance in the way reforfed the deferters in queftion were really Americans and 18 conﬁgncd' alfo to th‘c navy and army prize agents
to by the commander of the Leopard? A wan may not Britifh failors ; that, as we have faid, does not for Monteviedo, and is valued at 30,0001,

B d o el )
PHILADELPHIA, September 17,
Extract of a letter from an American gentleman in
London, to his friend in this city.

1 have only time to mention two or threc obfer-
vations. From {ome pointed inquiries which have
been made regarding Penfacola—the depth of water
there, the fecurity of the harbour, quantity of troops,
-&c. &co I infer England has her eye on that quarter.

% You will have heard of the Britifh veflels being
ordered to leave Tonningen, &c. This I believe
was premature and merely arofe from the fears of the
Britith conful there, Tliere is a very confiderable
dire& trade carried on between this country and Hol-

of its objeét,

ve been opened at Vienna that the pre- -

land, in neutral fhips licenfed by .the government ol
Holland ; fo likewife to France and Spain.

« America is no longer viewed with indifference
by this country, as regards her commerce, but con-
fidered as a powerful rival, The Britithy1 am per-
fuaded, would go any length to deftroy our carrying
trade, and check our enterprize ; but the calculation
feems to be, that they muft equally injure themfelves
to injure us.  We have almoft defiroyed the Eaft.In-
dia and China trade of this conntry. The Eaft.India
company is doing bad bufinefs: and, by fome, tho't
not overftocked with capital. ’ oo

« The introdultion of cotton on the continent,
and of various manufaures of that article, will, K
- think, fooner or later deprive this country of eme
beft braoches of avanpfatures’ .. .. .o -



