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s THE WELCH COTTAGE. .

. WE took fhelter ata moft miferable looking: hut,
at the fide of the heath, and accepied: the protedtion
it afforded, with as entire good, will as if it had been.
an caftera palace, - My harfe was-abliged to crawl:’
into a kind of out-houfe, . where 2 fwine-diiver .and
his pigs had the inftant before: taken refuges an
while I was reconciling my fteed to. this {fotiety, 2
Jew pedler and.his pack, and another. traveller with
his dog,, crowded. Neceflity,. as Shakefpeare fays,
brings one acquainted with ftrapge companye . ..

.. A being, fcarcely human in-appearance, invited me
~to entes the hut. I entereds : Its. inhabitants—how
fhall I defcribe them - Fancy fomething which affem-
bles the extremes of flth, penury, health and felici-
ty; perfonify thefe among men,. women. and . chil-

. dren ; give to each of them forms and features, which
_confer a_fort of grace and beanty . on the houfehold
of the barber pf Barmouth, by comparifon. Put all
this filth, peoury,- health, and feligity into motion ;
and having formed ‘a’groupe, imagine .that you fee
it unthod, unftockinged, uacapped, and nearly unpet-

- ticoated and unbreeched, ~ Yonng and old were bu-
?cd in counting the fineft and frefheft herrings I ever

a ught jn from the fithing-boat—
3 : _boat belanged, .

thoug s
twice as much danger for fuch anotherdrag. # Lookd
: what a fize they are of ; and how they fhine, my
. boys and girls ! I'faith, they: feemed “plaguily afra
of the hurricane, and came in MHoals to the nets, as if
they took (helter in them ; little thioking, poor fools!
that this was a jump from the water to the fire !
And, now 1 talk of thite—here, put haif a dozen of
them into the 'pan, for I ap deuced hungry ; and
mayhap, this gengleman may be fo too; and if fo be
that he isy he fhall be as welcome to 3 freth berring
and a brown bifcuit as myfelfe What fay you, my
heart of oak,” continued be, clapping wic as: famili-
afly on the thoulder as.if 1 had. been his meffmate; -
and, indeed, treating me as -hofpitably as if 1 had
been fo, and we had both _efcaped from a wreck to
his. cabig. . Perceiving my Aripping _Gituation, he
faid,—* Come, fhipmate, doff your jacket; put on
this rug; come to apchot in that corner ; warm yout
" fhivering . timbers with a drop of this dear creature,
which-will make. 2 dead fith fpeak tike an orator.—
There, another {wig 1_.Don't be afraid of it! One
more: And now you will do, while your rigging and
canvafs are drying.” .
All this tirsc, mine
fea-drenched apparel !
he cried out, fiilingly

hoft of the hovel ftood in his
on my reminding him of which,
¢ Ah ! you are a fre(h-water
- failory T perceive, and would take a deal of feafoning
_befote you were good for -any-thing ; but, for me, all
winds and weathers are alike to old Jack, whife I can
get good fith abroad, and good flefh at home—Fo fry
away Molly, for the wet has made me as hungr{ as
a fhark ; and, though I have drank likk a whale; 1

nd 1 hope ¥

* fhall now eat like a lion—an
fame, meflinate."”’ '
By this time, mine hoftefs fet before us our dit of
" herrings ; which, with oatmeal:cakes, potatocs and
buttermilk; furnifhed one of the heartieft dinners I
ever ate ¢ after which the failor made me partake of
a can of fiip; fing a fong aboat the dangers and
hardfthips of the fea-faring life ; and made me take
notice, that he was the happy l‘:thrr of a ¢tabin full
of children 3 and that, if it pleafed God, to fend him
a dozen fuch pieces of good fortune, every yedr, for a
dozen of feafons, he fhould be able, as he was wil
ling, to precure a foug birth for every one—*¢ Aod
mean-time, Mafter, we will have another fip of grog,
and drink fuccefs to the herring fithery.” _
Our regale was foont interrupted by the fudden ex-
clamations from without doors, of— She is loft!
. fhe's Tolt ! fhe can’t weather it 1—fhe mdl} go to the
bottom ! There is not water enough for her to come
in, and the wind blows like the devil in her teeth!—
Shes finking! the mext fea will finith her Al
- the cottagers ran to the ‘beach, which was within a
few paces. 1 follawed inftin&ively. The -hugricane.
- .wayagain rencwed, the feas van .mqymain-high and_
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, diftrefs. She
‘had, by tacking, gaied & {lation paraliel 1o & part of
the-harbour, where fhe might run on fhore ; ‘which
fhe did, at leligth, without much danage ; and the
only thing fiow to be apprehiended; was the lofs. of
the boat ' that had fgone out to her “fuccour. The
le op_board the veflel were almoft inftantly en
land 3 and one of them bein {bewn the boat, and
told, at the fame time, that g\e went out to the re-
licf of the crew; was among the ‘moft aflive to throw
out a rope, and-try to yeturn-the favour intended him -
in kind. The fame circumitanice, however, which
brought in the veffel, prefently befriended the boat 3
who, venturing to fet her fail; was, after a few def-
Pernc'rolls;ii_mpcntdov_qr the billows, and.driven, as
it were, headlong on fhore ; but not before the faitor,
who had been handingont 2 16pc, perceived the fe-
male in the boaty on which he threw himfelf to the
ground, in the eagernefs of catching her if his arms.
You already feel they were lovers. They vwere more.
The bands of matrimeny had united them the week
before. : The “very fithing-boat which was driven on
fhore, was the mutual ‘property of .the two fathers, .-
we up cach his fhare, to their fon
and daughter, as their wedding portion ; two df the
men in the dittle dkiff were. the fathers : theprofitss
~o 'hcvhc.:ﬁng_,_fg_%\fgp_.wgr@'_m,bc the children’s fore
Mﬁﬂﬁé@@?\hit”f& rardte=th
el from the excelles of mifempts=—=" d
er, were now realized ¢ the vefler : -
) good freight, the fathers were faved,
4nd the children were ‘happy: They all refided, and =~
were, indeed; natives of the village ; but mine hoft,
whofe houfe was neareft to the place of landing, ard
had a heart fufficiently expanded to 6l a palace with
people that ftood in need of hofpitality, infifted, that
as foon as the Little Sally and Jack, which it feems
was the name of the fifhing-boat, could be left for
half an hour, they (hould pals it with him: this be
ing agreed to, all hands-went to work upon the Little
Sally and Jack; and, if I had not been apprehenfive
that iny ignorance in what was to be done would ra-
ther have cohfufed than affifted, my poor aid fhould
nat have been fwithheld . . ,
Matters being put to rights, and lefs mifchief done
than might have been expedied, the company fet off
for the hut of my generous hoft, who took a hand of*
each of the married lovers, walking between them,
and told them; bie hoped, as they had (o well efcaped
Davy’s Locker this time, they would tumble in a
hammock together thefe 50 years. A frch fupply
of fith was immediately put into the pan; my land-
lord fwearing @ terrible: oath on this occafion, for
there was a Rect friendfhip between him and the
paities preferved, the old faying fhould be vérified, as
to their fwimming thrice; accoidingly for their fe-
cond ocean, it was determined that the bowl, wlfich,
fome years before, had commemorated-an efcape from
a fhipwreck in his own fortune, Thopld now be filled
10 the brim, to celebrate the fuccels of the Liztle
Sally and Jack. I was prefled to flay and take my
i€, on pain of being deemed too proud to be” hap-
among poor people; and on obferving that my
ffeed all this time was in a ftate which reprdached me
for faring fo fumptuo

ufly, “he ftarted up, declaring,
that, though he could not ride; ht loved a horfe next
toa man, and that if mine :

would put. up withi
inftead of hay, an ;

¢

The former, however,
brought in‘a

@
d a d¥aught of good ey’
inftead of water, he fhouldbe aswelcome as his awn foille
1 took himathis word, and ftaid to witoe(s and joininthe '
feftivities, till there was jult enough of the -evening left
to reach Abdereft withe 1 would have offered a (inall to-.
kenot acknowledgment forwhat L bad received,butthat
1{aw a tremendous frown gathering on the brow of oy =™
hoft, and an oath guivering on hielip, which frightened:
rae from my defign, and made me only take his -hawd,
with.am affurance, that 1 would never pafs his houfe .
without Rtopping to fee i€ all was well.on board, and-
how the herting fithery fucceeded, This fo pleafed | -
him, that be made the bow) go round to my bealth,
and wifhing anather gale of wind would blow me into
his hovel, as often at. 1 thould come along -fide of ity
then led out my horfe, held my flircup while 1 moont-
ed, and huzza'd me in- three hearty cheers, till 1 was
out of fight. - '

i) G !

a few minutes the ftrand was €0
" %t viot'idle anes, The whole of the villagers hur-
ried to give affiftance, Among the crowd, 1 difco-
vered both the pig-driver an the pedler, whofe fitua-
~tion I had began to relate to m “kind-hearted hoft:
" but the moft afliduous of the whole ‘t'n'u\tituac‘, was 3.
young‘wo.m:ah',,l who,, while the tears ran .down her
cheeks, was atnidlt the Brft to leapiinto & {mall boat,,
which had been anchored on the bc_:'ach,.apd in which
the malter of our CottagT and three .others, | olved,

to troft theinfelves, to offer fuch afliftance as wasia
S~ their power.

h Tt wind.did not abate of ity fury) but fhifeed &
A few points moté in fhore 3 this, perhs in a weffel of
en.” ‘Burden, uii?g\_u_bave been fatal ; }:ut wayy in,

gicater

’

EXTRACT;‘ e " . .
 WELL:, did an_ingenious weiter fay of folitude, &'
that it ¢ the mind gains ftrength-and learns to lean™
¢,upon herfelfs. in the world it {ecks or accepts » &%
¢ tieacherous {upports jthe feigned compaffion @ o
¢ one—the fattery of a fecond—the civilities of ‘@'
¢ third—the friendfhip of 2 fourth they all deceivey
¢ and bring the mind back to retirementy’ o
¢ and books !". But.though they -read fo many €k~
cellent maxims of wifdom, and -their judgm_cnn‘ié_q'
fo fully convinced of ghe Iafting advantages of “troe.
philofophy 3 haw fraily how forgetful, how. m!
der the influence.of. the paffions, are meo of {upcrior’ 7 .
accomplifhrents found ! But they. age.living monitond . .~ ¢~ :

to teach us wifdom by their jelknch_l




