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POLILS, Thvrsnar, January 29, 1807..

WAsHINGTON cITY, Jaun, 23,
ave omitted various articles, that'we might in-
Fentire the important meflage of the prefident,

unicated to congrefs. yefterddy, developing
RR'S TREASON., Tt will, perhaps, be pe-
fd with a deeper intereft than any document

before prefented to the public.  Indignation
== abhorrence towards the traitors can only be ex-
#d=d by exultution at the iffuc—an iffue, which
8itlcs our republican fyffern, and thofe who ad-
mifter it, to a diftin@ion that dces not fade be-
i the lultuie ot ancient times,  ~ — ©

| — .

je Scncte and- house of Representaties of the U

‘nited States,

REEABLY to the requefl of the houfe of repre-
fentatives, communicated in their refolution*of
J6thinftant. I proceed to ftate under the referve
n exprefled, information received touching an il-
&l combination of private individuals againft the

to the hither bank of the Miffiflippi, for the defence
of the interefting points on that rivers By a letter
received from that officer. of the 25th of Nqvember,
but dated O&ober 21ft, we learnt that a confiential

agent of Aaron Burr had been deputed to him with

communications, partly written in cypher, and partly

oral, ‘explaining his defigns, exaggerating his refour-

ces, and making fuch offers of emolument and com-
mand, to engage him and the army in his unlawful
enterprile, as he had flattered himfelf would be fuc-
celstul.  The general, with the honour of a foldier,
and fidelity of a good citizen, immediately difpatched
a trulty officer to me with information of what had
pafled, proceeded to eftablifh fuch an underftandjug
with the Spanifh commandant on the ' Sabine as per-
mitted him to wichdraw his force acrofs the Mifliflip-

“pi, and to enter on meafures for oppofing the project-

ed enterprife, ‘o
‘The general’s letter which came to hand on the 25th

- of November, as has been mentioned, and fome other

information, received a few days earlier, when brought
together, developed Burr's jreneral defigns, different
parts only of which only had been revealed to different
informants, It appzared that he contemplated two

~ diftin& objedls, which might be carried on either

received yefterday, 1 learn that on the' 22d of De-

the governor of. Kentucky for. calling. out the militia

of Ohio to rendezvous at the mouth of Cumberland
with others expefted dowa that river. Not apprifed
Al very late that any boats were building on Com-
berland,. the effe€t of the proclamation had been
trufled to .for .fometime in the ftate of Tenneffee,m.
But on-the 19th: of December fimilar tommunicati-
ons and infiructions, with thofe to the neighbouting .
ftates, were difpatched by exprefs to the. governar,
and a general officer of the weftern divifion: of the
ftate, and on the 23d of . December our -confidential
agent left Frankfort for Nathville to put into. aftivi-
ty the means of that ftate alfo. But bylinlormation

cembér Mr. Burr defcended the Cumberland with
two boats, merely of accommodation,. carrying with
him. from that flate no quota towards his unlawfn]
enterprifé.  Whether alter the arrival of the: progla-
mation, of the orders,. or of our agent, anyrexertion
which could be made by that ftate, or the orders of
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at the mouth of Cumberland, would be in time to at-

reft thefe boatsy and thofe from: the: falls of- Qhio, is
ftill doubtful. .

On the whole the fagitives from the Ohio, with

B8 and {aféty of the Urion, and a mwitary expedi-
g Planned by them againft the tersitorics of a power
o States;~witds thezmeal X
e o

jmﬁmly or feparately, and either. the ong or the other
firlt as circumflances thould. dire&. One &t thefe

-was-the. m:m_&}g%wf.mqﬁ atehy the
TERRny ineubtains:-tHEaTher-aa atiat “Mexicer

Jnthat quartery cannot threaten (ericus danger to the

their affociates from Cumberland, or any other place

city of New-Orleans.
-
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B, for fonetime; beerin the conftant expetta.
380 receiving fuch Turthier information as would-
nabled me to lay before thie legiflature the ter-
hion, as well as the beginning and progrefs, of
gene of depravity, fo far as it has been acied -on
jo and its waters,  From this the ftate of fafe-
he lower country might have been eltimated on,
& “"Ie grounds, and the delay was iudulged the ra-
Ty bécaule no circumflance had yet mude it necel-
¥:to call in theaid of the legiflative funétions, Ia-
tion now recently communicated, has brought
imearly to the period contemplateds  Tle mals of
b1 have received in the courfe of thele tranfac-
% is voluminous : but little has been given under
g-fanction of an oath, fo as to conftitute formal
@ degal evidence. It is chiefly in the form of let-
8, ‘often containing fuch 2 mixture of rumours, con.
@tires and fufpicions, as render it difficult to fift out
Egeal facts, and unadvifeably to hazard more than
#al outlines, ftrengthened by concurrent informa-
38y or the particular credibility of the relator, In

Hftate of the evidence, delivered fometimes too un-
iwithe reftrition of private confidence, neither fafe-
gRor jultice will permit the expofing names, except
it of the principal actor, whofe guilt is placed be-

i

pad queftion,

A third- object was provided, merely oftenlible, to-
wit, the {ettlement of the pretended puichafe of a trudt
of“country on the"Wafhita, claimed by a barén Batf-
trop.  T'his was to ferve as the pretext for all his pre-
parations, an allurement for {uch followers as really
wifh to acquire (ettlements in that country, and a co-
ver under which to retreat in the event of a final dif-
comfiture of both branches of his real defign.

He found atonce that the attachment of the welt-
ern country to the prefent union was uot to be fhak-
en ; that its diffolution could not be effeted with the
confent of its inhabitants; and that his refources
were inadequate, as yet, to eflect it by force. He took
bis courfe then at once, determined to feize on New-
Orleans, plunder the bank there, pofle(s himfelf of the
military and naval ftores,-and procced on his expedi-
tion to Mexico, and to this objeét all his means and
preparations were now direéted. He colleéted from
all the quarters where himfelf, or his agents poffeffed
influence, all the ardent, reftiefs, defperate and difaf-
fecGied perfons who were ready for any enterprife an-
alogous to their charatters, He feduced good and
well meaning- citizens, fome by affurances that he
pofleffed the confidence of the governmnent, and was
acting under its fecrer patronage ; a pretence which
procured fome credit from the ftate of our differences

pﬁen\é}\tar'y 1o thele which 1

taries in readinefs to co-operate for their defence with
the regular troops and armed veficls then under com.
mand of general Witkinfon, Great. alarm indeed
was excited at New-Orleans by the exaggerated ac-
counts of Mr. Burr, differminated through his emifa-
riesy of the armies and navies. he was to affemble
there. General. Wilkinfon had arrived there himf{elf
on the 24th of November, and-bad immediately put
into 2Qivity the refources of the place for the pur-
pofe of its defence, and on the 10th of December he
was joined by his troops from the Sabine. Great
zeal was fhewn by the inhabitants generally ; the
merchants of the place readily agreeing to the moft
laudable exertions and facrifices for manning the arm-
ed veflels with their feamen § and the other citizens
manifefling unequivecal fidelity to the union, and a
{pirit of determined refiftance to their expeéted affail-
ants. .
Surmifes have been hazarded that this enterprife
is to receive aid from certain foreign powers. But
thefe furmifes are withaut proof or probability, The !
wifdom of the menfures fanQioned by congrels at its
lalt feffion, has placed us in the paths of peace and
juftice with the only powers with whom we had any

etime in the latter part of September, 1 received
ations that defigns were in agitation in the weftern
gantry,unlawfulandunfriendly to the peaceof the Uni-
g=and that the prime mover in thele was Aaron Burr,
tofore diftinguihed by the favour of his country.
grounds of thefe intimations being inconclulive,
bjects uncertaing and the fidelity of that country
wn to be frm, the only meafure taken was

j)(:;: . .
frge the informants to ufe their belt endeavours to
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et further infight into the deligns and proccedings
e fufpected pertonsy und to communicate them to
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was not till the latter part of Oflober that the ob.
B8 of the conlpiracy began to be perceived, but flill fo
gnded and involved in myflery that nothing diltinét
oild be fingled for purfuit.  Iu this fiate of uncer-
¥, as to the crime contemplated, the a@s done,

f the legal courle to be purfued, I thought it beft
fend to the feeney where thefe things were princi-
@lly in tranfaction, a perfon in whofe integrity, un-
ftandiyg and difcsetion, entire confidence could be
pfed, with inftrudions to inveltigate the plots go-
‘on, to enter ipto conference (for which "he had
Mcient credentials) with the governors and all o-
F officers, civit and military, and with their aid, to
on the fpot whatever fhould be neceffary to dilco-
the defigns of the confpirators, arreft their means,
pg their perlons to punifhment, and to call out the
of the country to fupprefs any unlawtul enter-

ey in which it (hould be foungd they were engaged.
B8 this time it was known that many boats were un-
f preparation, Rores of provifions colleéting, and an
ufual number of fufpicious charaers in motion on

£ Ohio, and its waters, Befides difpatching the
pfidential agent to that quarter, orders were at the

me time {ent to the gavernors of the Orleans and Mif-
{lippi ternitories, and 1o the commanders of the land

pd naval forces tliere, to be on their guard againft.

prprife, and in conftant readinefs to refilt any enter-
ife which might he attempted on the veffels, pofts,
. other obje@s uuder their care: and on the 8th
f November, inftructions were forwarded to gen.
Wilkinfon to haften an accommodation with the
ppanifh. commandant on the Sabine, and as foon as
hat was effe@ed, to fall back with his principal force

with-Spainy and others by offers-of land in Baltrop)s
claim on the Walhita.

This was the ftate of my information of his pro-
ceedings about the laft of November; at which time
therefore it was firft poflible to take fpecific mealures
to meet them.  The proclamation of November 27,
two days after the receipt of gen. Wilkin(on’s infor-
mation, was now iffued.” Orders were difpatched to
every interelting point on the Ohio, and Mifliflippi,
from Pittfburg to New-Orleans, for thésemployment ot
fuch force, either of the tegulars or. of the imilitia, and
ot fuch proceedings alfo of the civil authorities, as
might enable them to feize on all boats and {tares pro-
vided for the enterprife, to arreft the perfons concern-
ed, and o fupprefs effeCtually the farther progrefs of
the enterprife. A little before the receipt of thefe or-
ders in the ftate of Ohio, our confidential agent, who
had been diligently employed in inveftigating the con-
fpiracy, had acquired fufficient information to open
himfelf to the governor of that flate, and to apply for
the immediate exertion of the authority and power of
the ftate to crufh the combination. Governor Tiffin and
the legiflature, with a promptitude, an energy and pa-
triotic zeal, which entitle them to a diltinguifhed place
in the affe@ion of their filter ftates; effe@ed the fei-
zure of all the boats, provifions ard the preparations
within their reach, and thus gave a firlt blow, materi-
ally difabling the enterprife in its outlet.

In Kentucky a premature attempt to bring Burr
to juftice, without fufficient evidence for hig convic-
tion, had produced a popular impreffion in his favour,
and a general difbelief ot his guilt. T'his gave him
an unfortunate opportunity of haftening his equip-
ments, he arrival of the proclamation and orders,
and the application and information of our confiden-
tial agent, at length awakened the autborities of that
ftate to the truth, and then produced the fame promp-
“titude and energy of which the neighbouring flate
had fet the example.  Under an a& of their legifla-
ture of December 23, militia was inftantly ordered to
different important points, and meafures taken for do-

ing whatever could yet be done. Some boats (ac-
countg vary from. five to double or treble that num.
ber) and perfons (differently cftimated from one ta
three hundred) bad in the mean-time pafled the falls

_and the law, deemed neceffary on the failure of that,

differences ; and nothing has happened fince, which
makes it either their intereft or ours to purfug ano-
ther courfe.  No change of meafures has taken place
on our pat, none ought to take place at this time.
With the one, friendly arrangement was propofed,

was {u(pended to give time fora fair trial of the iffue.
With the fame power, friendly arrangement is now
proceeding, under good expeQations, and the fame
law, deemed neceffary on failure of that, is fiill
fulpended to give time for a fair trial of the iffue.
With the other negotiation was in like-mamner pre-
ferred, and provifional meafures only taken to meet
the event of rupture. While therefore we do not
defleét in the flighteft degree from the courfe we then
affumed, and are fhill puriving, with mutual confent,
to reftore a good underltanding, we are not to impute
to them praices as irreconcileable to intereft as to
good faith, and changing neceffarily the relations of
peace and juftice between us to thofe of war. Thefe
furmifes are therefore to be imputed to the vauntings
of the author of this enterprife, to multiply his par-
tifans, by magrifying the belief of his profpects and
fopport.

By let:ers from general Wilkinfon of the 14th and
18th of December, which came to hand two days af.
ter the date of the refolation of the Houfe of Repre-
fentatives ; that is to fay, on the merning of the 18th
inft. I received the important affidavity, a copy of
which I now communicate, with extracts of fo much -
of the letters as comes within the fcope of the refo
lution. By thefe it will be feen that of three of the
principal emiffaries of Mr. Burr, whom tke Ecncral
had caufed to he apprehended, one had been liberated
by habeas corpus, and two others, being thole parti-
cularly employed i the endeavour to corrupt the ge-
neral and army of the United States, have been em-
barked by him for Kgnx in the Atlantic Rates, pro-
bably on the conlideration:that an impartial trial
could not be expedted during the prefent agitations
of New-Orleans, and that that city was notas yet a
fate place of confinement: As foon as thefe perfons
fhall arrive, they will be deliveted to the cultody of
the law, and left to fuch courfe of trial, bod.vu' to
place and procefs, ay its fundtionaries may. difectes .




