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From the Richmend Enquirer,

CcLIMATE OF VIRGINIA.
10 phyfical fa& is more completely eflablithed,
h .than that the climate of every country is un.
dergoing important chang’es.. g
Thefe do not fo much preced from any viciffitude
iathe earth, the air or the elements, as from the
trnfcendant influcnce of man, It is the triumph of
fonl over phyfical caufes.  As thele caules become
werful in their operation; ar in other words, as
ran becores enlightened, civilized and e terpriz-
ing, the face and the cdlimate of_' a country become
gmﬂua”)' improvcd. Jn proportion as le returns, to
hisprimeval ftate of barbarifin, the country or the cons
tinent which he inbabits, partzkes of the fame gloo-,
my revolution.  Is it therefore too hazardous an af-
fertion, that as the progrefs of man towards civili-
sation feems to be fully confirmed by the laws of his
_ratore, the climate of the whole carth itlelf will ex-
periencea gradual and perhaps an important improve.

nent? Is it even too bold to affert'that the. rapidity
2_canfidernile Qe

of this progrefs widkhe-in.
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“of agricultnral imprdvements; and canfequeatly, to
the clearing of the woods and druining of the mo-
nflss, that fo confiderably modify  the climates of
the earth? :

Ifwe would fee this great viciflitude of climate
frikingly exeimplified, we mult not reflort to our own
ceatinent, which is too lately 2nd too little known
to furnifh points of enmparifon, but to Europe, where
the effects of the climate have been regiftered at dif;
tant intervals, T is there that tiie gradual umeliora-
tien of climate is demonfirated, heyond a doubt.

The hiltorian Gibbon, in his ¢ Decline zand Fall of
the Roman Empire,” addutes twWo memorable faéts
todemenfirate the tristh of this pofitions 11t The
Rbie and the Danube were frequently frozen over,
ard capable of fupporting the moft enormous weights,
fuch as pumerous armies of Barbarians, their cavalry
aod their heavy wagons,  But the like ph2nomenon
bas not occurred in modern agess 2. The Reindeer
which is found on the rock of Spitzbergen, within
tadegrees of the pale, and amidft the fnows of Lap-
led and Siberia, was, in Cxfar’s time, a%ative of
the Hercynian forelt,  But at prefent he cannot fub-
ity much lefs multiply jn any country to the fouth
citre Baltic, So great has been the viciflitude of
tinate,"experienced by Germany, and the other cala .
uvated parts of Europe

“Modern improvements (fays this ingenious au-
thon) fufficiently explain the caufes of the diminu-
tion of the cold, Thefe immenfe wwoods bave been
gradually cleared, which intercepted from the earth,
the rays of the fun, T'he morasses have been drained,
‘;"d In preportion as the foil has been cultivated, the
arhas hecome temperate.  Canada, at this day, is an
@ picture of ancient Germany.  Although fituat-
~dinthe fame parallel with the fineft provinces of
Frzncc“ and England, that country experiences the
nel rigorous cold.  The Reindeer are very numea’
Towy the ground is covered with deep and lafting
foow, find the great river St. Lawrence is regularly
f"‘m‘} in a feafon when the waters of the Seine and
the Thames are ulually free from ice.” ‘

4r own continent however has exhibited fome

Chingrs' though not fo [‘trikinp; as thefe of Europe.

'f““ﬂ grery man will confefs that it is not the fame
‘;"WI! in the days of his youth. He will admit
:h::C:f t}imatc has gradually fofrened and improyt:d % 5
rowm‘é: call'ncrlrs arcichanged ; the antumn having
Vet r_mza:t ied upen the winter, and the winter upon
o Co}jning, that.thc feafon of ice and fnn.w is later

: 0_-' i, and qmcker.m pafling away. The w.hnle
§ 71,08 the country, indeed, announces an amelinra- -

, fimilar to that which has vifited

i afepublican-poverna
Wliartys faveurable to the~
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This gradual and pecer teafing change however -

Z:g{-d"dt our r{"fcf. But there are others of amore
of g},l?"' Natufe, which €irce us into ohfervation, One
m,’:hc."c‘mmd!s has.occurrcd within the laft few
"i"‘) i:, one of them is at this moment before us,.
ue 0;:‘0"‘—“1_"5""3 too deeply pm)rtrayrd upon the
e, e neighbouring country, to efcape our no-
When our laft winter appeared, it was mild almoft
ufc:eddcfth memory of man,  This fine weather was
el hm March by a few days of equally intenfe
Crops of € fatmers were much alarmed about their
'gn-"‘,‘.‘yl.]e“; but their fears proved to be exag-
Hi l'h_cn fucceeded the hoft of caterpillare, of
ﬁm}:«:;lf varous kinde, and among the reft, the poor
“thngls }Lp.npl" worm; innumerable eggs of thefe
vng been no doubt prefcsved by the mild-

p \ .
vmar{p=rres¥:tristhesacreafe s | the-canaly{that,. great..arte

nefs of the p:cccding winter, - Meanwhile the har-

vefts proveil aftonifhingly fine ; the heads of wheat not

uncommonly numerous, ‘but .uncommonly full, A4t
length a DROUGHT las fucceeded, not lefs res
fwarkable and much more alarning than the phznome-
na, which had preceded it. It has now extended to
every part of Virginia from which we have had any
accounts,—There has been no rain in this city for
many days; . the fhowers which we have enjoyed,
have bren rare and penurious.. But let the degree of
drought be. told by its effedts ! ' /
Many of the . fprings and wells of water have dried
up;. feveral who have depended upon their own
fprings for a fupply, have been compelled to reforz
to other ftreams ; and fome who poffefs wells, that
have never failed before, are now obliged to fink
them feveralinches or feet lower, in fearch of a
more ahundant vein of water, .
Woft of the running ftreams of water which fupply our

cord mills, have experienced the fame drought,

and the farmers have cither reforted to the hand mill,

or fent their corn to diftant wills, fitvated on the

rivers.or on more abundant ftreams, Itis a fad

that corn has been fent more than fixty miles to

‘boats could fcarcely defcend if.. 1D remedy thic
ihconvenience, the dire€tors of the J. R. Gompa.”
ny, have formed a dam, extending nearly half over
the river to force inta the canal adarge volume of
water, Two fuggeftions here. prefent themfelves
to our notice, 1ft. Will not this great fcarcity of
water retard the eftablifhment of feveral very valua.
ble manufa@ories, which might be advantageoufly
ereed on the canal, as paper-niills, forging-mills
of various defcriptions ? . The dire¢tors have alrea.
dy fet a confiderable price upon that water, on ac-
count of the quantities already confumed by the
eltablihments on its margins  The armoury alone
draws off 109 fquare inches, Thele are the drains
which contribute to the impoverifhment of the
canal, during the prefent fall of the waters of
the river. %Vili not this circumitance then con-
tribute to raife the price of the water.  2dly, Does
not the interelt of Richmond therefore require,
that the channel of the lower part of the canal
and of the adjoining part of the river fhould be funk
feveral inches lower, to permit a larger mafs of

. water to flow into it? -

One curious phzoomenon is, that in (pite'of the in-
tenle heat ol the weather, there has been very little
_thonder and lightning during the fummer; but the
lightning when it s aéled, has appedred i tor’
rents, Ta what is this owing? Is it that the
diminntinn of eleé@ricity during the fummer, has
arifen from the diminution of the fiow during’ the
laft winter? ’

But cur tveops of Indian corn are expofed to the
greatelt injury from this drought, It is now in
that ftate, when it moft particularly requires light
and frequent fliowers. The taflel becames parched

growth, Should the rain be suspentzd for feveral
days longer, itis impoffible to eftimate the deftruc-
tion which will fall upon our cropse Some have
calculated the lofs at a fifth, a tourth, and fome
even at one half, But thefe ¢alculations are moft
probably exaggerated.

RSy e—
ON MARRIAGE.

EVERY man who marries ought to have three
views, viz.—To live quictly and happily in the ma-
trimonial ftate ; firmly to eftablifh his houle accord-
ing to his fituation in life ; and to give fome gratifi-
cation to his fenfes. The pleafure of a peaceable life
ought to outweigh all the others, and the eftablifh-
ment of his fortune ought to be preferred before
views of fenfual pleafure, The temper and virtue of
a wife give the firlt; riches™the fecond ; _and agreea-
bleness of person the laft.  But by a misfortune, or

der of things, and prefer pleafure and fortune to the
happinels of life ; and from thence proceed fo many
unhappy families among thofe who have only views
of pleafure or intereft 5 for.plealure glu_‘lrs away and
extinguifesitfelf, either by profeffion which allays the-
defire, or by age, which deftroys perfonal charms ; and
olten riches take themfelves wings, and lca\fe a man
only an idol, ftript of the gold which conflitutes its
value. But good fenfe and virtucalways remain, and
are not (ubject cither to difguft or change. ;

It i common to .hear both {exes repining at the
change which their marriage produces, relate the hap.
heir earlier years, blame the folly and rath
nel< of their own choice, and warn thofe. wham tl_\cy
fee coming into the world, againt the fame precipi-
tance and infatuatiop. Bat ltds to be. remembercd

pinefls of t

rgof our city) thay,

.and withered up ; and the faripa is impeded in its

ratliera ftrange blindnels, moft people reverfe this-or-—
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that the days they fo much.wifh to call back are thg
days not only of celibacy, but yonth the days of noe
velty and improvement, of ardour amd of tope, of
health and vigour of body, of gaiety and lightnefs of
heart. ‘It is not eafy to furrbund life with any ¢ir-
cumftances iy which youth will not be delightfuly and
whether married or unmarried, we {hall find the vef-
ture of terrefirial exiftence more heavy and cumbrous
the longer it is worn. - o

From the Doylestown .Corrl.sjrcﬁ‘z?e.ﬂf_;

_ \ﬁOMMUNI_(;ATION. |
Extraordinary growth ¢f Indian Corn,

1

IN the year 1804, the weather about the comw
mencement of harveft, was intenfely hot: one of the
warmelt of thofe days, there was an exceffive fall of
rain, in continned {howers, with litte or no. intermifs
fion the whole afternoon, and on clearing away, the
warmtjsad not abated ; I placed a pale oy a thrifty
hill of co¥®in my field, flattened on one fide for the
purpofle of feeing and firetching a fingle ftalk to the
extreme .point, fcored acrofs, repeating this at fug. -
rife for feveral days, and .accurately meafuring the

*the mills in Richmond and its viciniry. N
The-Jamus River is _prelia agir-than ever it hag--1pdce noted..as followssJuly-the 9thiunyl-July.
Freer-mihin the meniotyet [ greatparrof—tETORG R TioET- 4 ~inchee-end-Fthyof~mnanch=—-
its hore is Taid dry, and fo (hallow at one time wac July the 10th, until July the ¥ith, 34 hours, 2 inches
ard _3d of aninch: July Vlth, till ‘the 12th, 24
1t e

, Hesand 3 reh—J T i
13th, 2-inches and*th-of-an-irich: July the 13tiy,
till the 14th at funrife, 24 hours, 2 inches and Frhs

of an inch: July 15th, the corn fhot out in taffel,

July 9th, ‘1806, Tr-Ee
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From the Hudson Balance.
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THE common, goarfe, grey flint flape, is known
by its coolnefs till late in the morning, to be very
flow in yielding to the influence of ‘heat ; and by its
temperature through the day, joined with its moifture
in exceflive dry and warin feafons, may be feen its
properties of counteradtion to heat.  When I planted.
my cucumbers, and other vine feeds laft fpring, I co=
vered the hills with fmall flint ftones, until time for
them to fprout, when I removed them till the plants
were out of the ground, and then carefully replaced
the flones.  As the plants grew, I rejroved the flones
and hoed the plants twice; they continued to flonw
5ifh, blofflom and grow till fince the prefent drovghte
1 was gone twelve days to New-York; on my re-
trn they fhewed fome fmall fymptoms of decay;
and as the drought continued very fevere, (fo that
fone few vines began to wilt,) I removed the dire
around thofe to the depth of two or three inches, and
then on-the moift earth laid larger ftones of- the fame-
kind ; flling the crevices between with frefh and
mailt earth, .

1 had the fatisfadtion immediately to fee my plants
.tevive, even within twenty hours, and they have not
fhewn any {ymptoms of want of fufficient moifture
fince ; they grawy bloffom, aud bear exceedingly.

. The bugs, worms and drought, have almoft wholly
deltroyed the tenderelt of our garden plants, except-
ing where the ftones have been placed for their pro~
tc&'i’nﬁ.. o - = :

1f people would confider that welons, cucnmbers
and fqualhes grow moftly in the night, becaufe the
intenfe heat of the day, in our climate, is oftentimes
too great for their conflitution ; then they would fee
the neceflity of counteraling the folar influences, apd
of changing ‘in fome degree the temperature of the
air around fuch plants, from the fcorching heat of
day into the coaler and moilter temperament of night
airy and would learn the means,

I remain thy friend.

P. S. I meant to inform thee alfo, chat fome few
plants, which I have tended otherwife equally welly
favelftoning, yiclded lopg fince to drought and vers
min.

HISTORICAL -ANEGDOTE. )
A SPANISH foldier perceiving the palace.i&
flames, and knowing the king's fifter was in an‘apart-
ment from which it was impoffible for her to ef¢ape,
generoufly refolved to attempt [aviug her life a€ the
hazard of hisown; and rufhing through the Aamesfor
that purpofe, bore her trivinphantly away in his arins,
By this brave and humane a&ion the Spanith eti-
quette was totally deftroyed, and the next day he was
fummoned before a bench of judges,™ The érime of
‘breaking into the prefence of a Princéss was now ful-
fy and completely proved againft him, and the reward
of his valour was to be an ignominious dechths - The
_lady however in confideration of Kix fervices, condes
scendingly requefted the fentente might be revobedy - -
and-the-judges in compliance with her | g
rously forgave the attepcious erlmes 1:h@ X L
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