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4 ACT, entitled, An addrtioncl supplement to an
ety entitled, An act relating to negroes, and to re-

cal the acts of assembly therein mentioned.

HEREAS great miflchiefs have arifen from
\' flaves coming into pofleflion of the certificates
of firee negroes, by running away and pafling as free,
under the faith of fuch certificates: And whereas it
~has been found from cxp.cricnce, .that the manner of !
 granting certificates of freedom is not fufficient to
revent the evils felt by flaves coming into pofleflion
of fuch certificates ; for remedy whereof,

Be it enacted, by the general assembly of Maryland,
That from and after the firlt day of June next, it
fhall not be lawful tor any perfon or perfons, except
the clerks of the county courts inthe feveral counties
in this Ratey or regifter of wills,_whcrc any negro or
pegroes have been t'rch by faft will and teftament, to

csiresl

e

ny of his, her or their having Ioft the former certifi-
cate of his, her or their freedom, as is required trom

- negroes who have been manumitied or freed as before

mentioned,

And be it enacted, That for each and every certifi-
cate of freedom granted under this a@, the clerk or
regifter, as the cale may be, fhall receive fifty cents,
as a compenfation for his trouble.

An ACT to prevent free negroes from selling any

corn, wheat or tobacco, without having a licence for

that purpose from a justice of the peace.

WHEREAS great inconvenience is felt in this -
ftate in confequence of free negroes recciving ftolen
corn, wheat and tobacco, from flaves, and [elling the
fame as the production of their own labour; there-
tore, )

Be it enacted, by the general assembly of Maryland,
That from and after the firlt of May next, no free
negro f(hall fell any corn, wheat or tobacco, un-
lefs, at the time of his or her fo felling the faid arti-
cle or articles, he or fhe Mall be poflefled of a certifi-
cate, under the hand and fea! of a juftice of the peace
of [aid county, that he or fhe is a peaceable and or-
derly perfon, a:.1 of good charadter, which certificate
fhall be of force for one year, and no longer.

i\ 8= ~nn 129y tan e vs

th;&s‘ﬁ!i!’,’.*whﬂr-c'aﬂ_d upo-by ~Biry-m CENHTIEd—o™
freedom, reliding in, or belonging to, their refpedtive
counties, for a certificate thereof, to grant the fame
gnder e feal of their refpe&ive offices, and to fet
forth therein the height, age, complexion, the tiine
when {uch negro became free, the place where he or
i, as the cale may be, was raifed, and fuch mark or
marks as may appear to fuch clerk or regifter to be
gotable in fuch negro, fo applying for his or her cer-
tifcate of freedom as aforefaid ; and the faid clerk or
regifter thall keep a regiftry of each and every certi-
fcate granted by them, or cither of them, to any
negro or negroes to whom fuch certificate have been
granted.

And be it enacted, That if any perfon or perfons,
other than the clerks or regifters as aforefaid of the
feveral counties in this Rate, fhall give or grant any
certificate of freedom to any negro or negroes, he, fhe
or they, fhall, upon an indi@ment, and being found
guilty thereof, either by confeflion or verdi&t of a ju-
ry, forfeit and pay not exceeding five hundred dollars
or 2ach and every offence, to be applied to the ufle
of the county where fuch perfon fhall refide 3 and if
any tlerk or regifter in any county-.in this flate fhall
grant a certificate ot freedom o any negro or negroes
ot entitled to freedom, knowing luch negro or ne-
groes not to be-entitled to freedom, or to any- free nea
groor frée negroes, except fuch as belong to, o were
anumitted or freed according to the laws of, this
ate, in his or their re{pe@ive tounties, thall, upon an
dictment and conviftion thereof, forfeit and pay
pot exceeding five hundred dollars for each and every
dence, to be applied as aforefaid.

And be it enacted, T'hat it fhall not he-lawful-for
P07 clerk or regifter of any county in this fate to
Brint a certificate of freedom to any negro manumit-
td or freed us aforefaid who has once obtained a cer-
fcate of his or her freedom of fuch clerk or regifter,
palefs fuch negro applying for the fame fhall make
Path, or prove by fome credible and difinterefted wit-
fs, that he or fhe, as the cafe may be, has loft the
drmer certificate of his or her freedom, granted as
forefaid; and it hall be the duty of the faid clerk
b regifter to defcribe the grantee of fuch fecond cer-
fcate, in the (ame manner as is prefcribed in the
h fe@ian of this act.
And be it engcted, That when any negro or ne-
B'os, who has or have been manumitted or freed as
frefaid, flial apply to the clerk or regifter of the
unty where he, fhe or they was or were manumit-
o freed as atorefaid, for a certificate thereof, it
all be the duty of fuch clerk or regifter to caufe
veh applicant ar applicants to prove, by fuch tefti-
ony as fhall be fatisfa@ary to fuch clerk or regifter,
'3t he or fhe, as the cafe may be, is the identical
u-who-wary-nmammmirted ‘o freed-asaforctaids -
And be enacted, That where any negro or ne-
foes, borp .frec, Mall wifh to travel out of, or leave,
© county in which he, fhe or they, were born, fuch
§70 or negroes fhall apply to the clerk of the coun-
rv’m.:;chﬁ the or they, (hall refide, to grant him,
il k-"‘v a certificate of their freedam, and the
nor"" (hall, wpon fn-ﬁicicnt evidence of foch ne-
: nm’X"‘" fo applying being boru free, grant to
# m»;"“ Or megroes a certificate thercof, fetting
e mﬁ.;"’:‘;’ﬂer in whu:h fuch.ur o or negroes be-
gy to his, her or their freedom, .and ﬂm.ll
lme:: egro or negroes in fuch c.cmﬁcatc,-_m
this a&.'"ﬂcr as is preferibed i the firlt fedtion
oo “:d“‘d the faid clerk fhall keep a regiftry
‘ fuc’h thall not grant any other certificate to
begro or Negroes, unlefs wpon fuch teftimo-
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- dollars ; of filver coins 1,953,91

‘MESSAGE

From the Prefident of the United States, communis

cating the geport of the dire€tor of the mint, of the
operations of that inftitution, during the laft years .
To the Senate and House of Representatives of the
‘ United States. 5
T communicate; for the information of congrefs,

the report of the dire@or of the mint, of the opera-,
tions of that inftitution durihg the laft year:

TH: JEFFERSON:
Jauuary 15, 1806.

To the President of the United Statess

Agreeably to former praétice, I have the honour,
at the commencement of the prefent year, to lay be-
fore you a ftatement of the iffues from the mint of
the United States, and the expences of the inflitution
during the paft year: and conceiving, that it might
not prove unacceptabley the treafurer has, at my re-
queft; drawn up, and exhibited, in one comprehenfive
view, (fchedule Nq. 4,) a ftatement of all the gold,
filver and copper coins, ftruck at the mint; from the
commencement of its operation, till the prefent time,

From this ftatement it appears, that of gnld coins,
iffued from the mint, the whole amount is 2,613,972&
74 dollars; and. of

halt to be applied to the ufe of the county, and to be
recovered as other fines and forfeitures, before a jufs
tice of the peace in the county where fuch offence
hall be committed,

And be it enacted, That any perfon who fhall pur.
chafe or receive fiom any free negro any corn, wheat
or tobacco, contrary to the provifions of this a&, (hall
forfeit and pay, for every offence, the fum of ten dol-
lars, one halt to the informer, the other half to be
applied to the ufe af the county in which fuch offcncc
was commnitted, and to be recovered and applicd in the
fame manner as other fines and forfeitures are by this
law direéted to be recovered and applied.

And be it enacted, That it fhall be the duty of eve-
ry juftice of the peace, fheriff and conitable, to give
information of every violation of this act that fhall
come to his knowledge.

An ACT to restrain the evil practices of certain per-
- sons withinthis state.

BE it enacted by the general assembly of Mary-
land, That if any perlon or perfons, after the paffage
of this a@, fhall mix, or caufe to be mixed, any corn
meal or other flour with wheat flour, for the purpofe

~of l':lling,nr\xt?:rwifc difpofing of the {ame as wheat

flour, or fhall Yend the fame out of the ftate for t.bc
purpofe, or with the intent, of felling or. otherwife
difpofing of it, he, the or they, fhall forfeit and pay,
for each and every fuch offence, a fum not lefs than
two hundred dollars, nor more than one thoufand dol-
lars, one half to the informer, and the other half to
~the ftate, -and in cafe fuch offender og offenders fhall
be unable to pay the fame, thall {uffer not lefs than
three nor more than twelve months imprifonment, in
the difcretion of the court. ‘

And be it enacted, That it (hall be the duty of eve-
ry wagiltrate before whom aoy information may be
lodged, aud proof made, of any fuch practice, to iffue
his warrant to any conftable of the county in which
the fame {hall be committed, commanding him to
bring fuch offender or offenders before him, or any
other jultice of the peace for faid county, who fhall
recognize him or them in the fum of two thouland
dollars, with good and fufficient fecurity, or in cafe
of negled or refufal, then to commit fuch offender or
oﬂ‘cnicrs to prifon, to take his or their trial at the
next court having competent jurifdi&ion, :

And be it enacted, That it fhall be the duty of the
feveral county courts in this ftate to giv? this a&: in
charge ta the grand juries of their refpe@live counties,

An ACT to suspend the operation of the part of the
act of assemoly therein mentioned,

~ WHER E&Sby.!hcﬁlgﬂ fe&iou of the a&, enti. .

tled, An aét to provide for the organization and regu®
lation of the courts of common law in this late, and
for the adminiftration of jultice therein, paflfed at the
prefent feffion, “it is enaéted, that the fees d_ge to the
officers therein mentioned fhall be fent out in pounds
thillings and pence, and not in tobacco 23 heretofore,
and in as much ag the fees may already have been made
out in tobacco, and therefore the immediate change
would be attended with confiderable’ incotivenience ;

for remedy whereof,

Be it enacted by the general assembly of Maryland, |

That the operation of the faid feétion of the ‘above
rcciaicd'a& %cc and the fame is hereby {ufpended until
‘the firft day of  January, cighteén’ hundred‘and feven,
any thing in thé faid a& to the contrary-hotwithfiands
ing.““" g G ¢ YR )
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~detail from fchedule No. 1, there have been Rtuck
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every fuch offence, one half to the former, the other During- the laft year, as will appear in particular

at the mint, of gold coins 34,964 picces, amounting

in value to 170,367% dollars, of filver cains 469,496

picces—value 149,067 dollars, and.of copper coins

1,755,580 pieces—value 13,483 dollars 48 cents;

making the total number of pieces of the precious

metals 504,460 ; and of copper coins 1,7.55,580, and

the total value 332,918 dollars 48 cents. This

amount is indeed fomewhat lefs than that of the pre-
ceding year, (371,827 dollars 94 cents) yet the num.
ber of pieces is much greater, being all of the fmaller

coins; and this latter circumftance .will readily ac-

count for the finall.difference in value ; fince the la-
bour and time neceffary to prepare and ftrike an equal
number of large and of {mall pieces of coin will be

nearly equal, .

Of the precious metals, the number of pieces coin-
ed in the laft year, far exceeds that in any former
year, fince the cftablifhiment of the mint ; indeed it is
confiderably more than double of what it has been, in
any one of the four laft years, '

The ftriking of fmall coins is 2 meafure which has
been adopted to accommodate the banks and other
depofitors, and at their particular requeft ; both with

a viey of furmfhing a fupply of fmall change, and 10

prevent the exportation of fpecie of the United States
to foreign countries. !

I am authorifed, fir, to affure you, that the bank
of the U, States (with perhaps the other banks in this
city) will furnifh the mint an ample fupply of bullion:
during the current year ; and to avoid, as far as prac-’
ticable, all inconvenient delay in the iffue of coins, I
am, with your approbation, about to employ a few
additional workmen, The utmoft economy, however,
in the expences of the inftitution, will be carefully
obferved. - - - -

The fchedule No. 3, exhibits an abtra& of the ex-
penditures of the mint during the lalt year. From
this it will be obferved, that the contingent expences
in the laft fix months, have been pretty confiderable.
This has arifen from fundry repairs, particularly of
the ftable, coal houfe, a pair of rollers, and one of the
coining prefles, which could no longer be difpenfed
with ; but which will not again occur in many years.

Schedule No. 2, exhibits a general ftatement of
the gain on the copper coinage, for the laft year,
amounting to 2,187 dollars and 68 cents, exclufive of
51 dollars and 96 cents fpoiled planchetts, ufed in the
alloy of the precious metals, This gain would have
been flill greater, had not the planchetts proved to be
fomewhat overweight, though tlic late dire&or had
given the molt particular charges ‘and inftru&ion on
this head, to the perfon of whom they were purchaf-
ed. .- : '

I have, fir, the honour to be, - .
With the greateft efteem,
Your moft obedient {ervant,
ROBERT PATTERSON, Direftor.

Mint of she United States,

Philadelphia, 3d Fanuary, 1806.
koo

Mr. Bowdoin, our ambafTador to the court of Ma.
drid, was at the period of the laft advices, at Paris,
Mr. C. Rinckney’s fun&tions ceafed on My Bowdoin's
arrival, and he has refided for his haalth in the neigh-
bourhood of Lifbon fince. Mr. Erving, our charge
des affuirs, is at Madrid, and through him, or through
Mr. Bowdoin, only, can authentic intormation’ cons
cerning our claims an Spain be expe&ed’ to be comd
muticated. ! - [durora.)
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