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goaplant ®aszette.
mAPOils, Taursnar, December 12, 1805,
T ppresivent’s SBessage.

On Tuesday, the 3d instanty at 12 o'clock, the Presi.
dent of the United States communicated, by Mr.
Coles, his Secretary, the following Message, to both
Houses of Congress ims

To the Senate and House of Representatives of the

United States of America,

T 2 moment when the nations of Europe are in
A commotion and arming againft each other,
when thofe with whom we have principal intercourfe
are engaged in the general conteflt, and when the
countenance of® fome of them towards our peac-able
country threatens that even that may not be unaffect.
ed by what is paffing on the general theatre, a meet-
ing of the Reprefentatives of the Nation in both
Houles of Congrefs has become more than ufually
efirable, Coming from every feftion of our coun-
r7, they bring with them thie fertiments and the in-
ormation of the whole, and will be enabled ro give a
direftion to the public affairs which the .will and the
wi{dom of the whole will approve and {upport.. o

ities under the fatal fever which in latter times has
pecalionally vifited our fhores,  Providence in bhis
poodne(s gave it an early termination on this occafion,
ind leffened the number of vitims which have vfu-
tlly fallen before it.  In the courfle of the feveral vi-
fitations by this difeafe, it has appeared that it-is
firidtly local, incident to cities and on the tide waters
only, incommunicable in the country either by per-
fons under the difeale, or by goods carried from dif-
aled places ; that its accefs is with the autumn, and
t difappears with the early frofls, Thelc reftritions”
within narrow limits of time and fpace give fecurity
ven to our maritime cities during three-fourths of the
year, and to the country always. Although fram
hefe facts it appears unneceffary, yet, to fatisfy the:
ears of foreign nations, and cautions on their part
ot to be complained of in a danger whole limits are
et unknown to them, I have ftriikly enjoined on the
pficers at the head of the cuftoms to certify with ex-
& trath, for every veffel failing for a foreign port,
he Rtate of health refpe@ing this fever which prevails
tthe place fmm ‘which (he falls. Under every mo-
ire from charatter and duty to certify the gruth, I
bave no doubt they have faithfully executedthis in-
undtions Much real injury has however been ful-
ined from' @ propenfity to identify with this ende-
icy and to call by the fame name, fevers of very dif-
erent kinds, which have been known atall times, and

all countries, and never have heen nlaced among
hofe deemed contagious, As we advaice in our
nowledge of this difeafe, as falls develope the fhurce
rom which individuals receive it, the flate authori-
ts charged with the care of the public health, and
ongre(s with that of the general commerce, will be-
ome able to regnlate with effe@t their refpetive
unitions in thefe departments,  The burthen of qua-
ntines is felt at home as well ds abroad ; their effi-
¢y merits examination.  Although the health laws
f the Rtates hould be found to need no prefent re-
'm: by congrefs, yet commerce claims that their at-
ention be' ever awake to then. .

Since our laft meeting the alpeé of our foreign re-
tions has confiderably changed. Our coafls have
¢n infefted and our harbours watched by private
med Ycﬂ'els, fome of them without cammiflions,
ome with illegal commiffions, others with thofe of
gal form, but committing piratical acts eyond the
thority of their commifiions. They have captured
P the very entrance of eur harhours as well as on
 high feas, not only the vefi~ls of our friends comn-
g to trade with us, but our own.alfa. They have
prried them off under pretence of Ipgal adjudication ;
t net.dading o approach a court of jullice, they
ave plundered b
e, where no_evidence could arife againft them,
dltreated the crews and abandnned them in boats in
€ open fea, or on dafert fhores, witlout food or co-
"8, «Thefe enarmities appearing to be unreached
10y controul of their fovereiygms, I found it necef-
"y 10 equip a farce, ta cruife within our own feas,
arrelt all veffels of thefe deferiptions found .hover-
Kﬁgﬂ our cnaﬂ_s, within the limits of the gulph
b and to bring the offenders in .for trial as pi-
Tbe fame fyftem of havering on our coafts and har--
undcr colour of, feeking encmics, has heen allo
i gﬂby public armed fhips, to the'great annoy-.

ndvoppreffion of our commerce. New princi-
; ‘&::g: been interpolated into the law of g\;‘ti_;.
s neither in joftice ‘nor the- yfage or ac-
‘Ggment of nations.  Accbrding to thefe a bel-
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“funk them by the way, in obfcure

»

ligetent takes to itfelf a commerce with its own ene-
my, which t denics to 2 neutral, on the ground of its
- aiding that enemy in the war, But reafon revolts at
fuch an inconfiftency, and, the neutral having ¢qual
right with the belligerent to decide the queftion, the
interefts of our oonftituengs, and. the dyty of main-
taining the ‘authority of reafon, the only umpire be-
tween juft nations, impofe on us the obligation .of
providing an effe@ual and determined oppofition to a
do&ine fo injurious 1o the rights of peaceable nati-
ons.- Indeed the confidence we ought to have in the
‘jullice of othersy flill countenances the hope that a
founder view of thofe rights will of itfelf induce from
every belligerent a more corre@ obfervance of them,
With Spain our_negociations for a fettlement of
differences have not had.a fatisfaftory iffue.  Spolia-
tions during the former war, for which fhe had for-
mally acknnwledeed herfelf refponfible, have been re-
fufed to be compenfated but on corditions affedting
other claims in no wife conne@ed with them. Yet
the fame practices are renewed in the prefent war,
and are already of greac amount. On the Mobile our
commerce paffing through that river continues to be
obftru@ed by arbitrary duties and vexatious {earches.
Prepofitions for adjulting amicably the boundaries of
Louiliana have-not been, acceded to.  'While, howe-

that the o wer would not, by.a ¢
oblige us to meet their example, and endanger con-
flicts of authority, the iffue of which may not be ca-
fily controlled. But in this.hope we have now rea-
fon to leflen our. confidence. Inroads have been re-
“centlv made into the territories of Orleans and the
Miffiflippi ; our citizens have been feized and their
property plundered in the very parts of the formgr
which had been a&ually delivered up by Spain, and
this by the regular officers and foldiers of that go-
vernment, I have therefore found it neceffary at
length to give orders to our troops on that frontier to
be in readine(s to prote& our citizens and to repel by
arms any fimilar aggreflions in future. Other details,
neceffary for your full information of the ftate of
things between this country and that, fhall be the
fubject of another communication. In reviewing
thefle injuries from fome of the belligerent powers, the
moderation, the firmnefs and the wifdom of the lec-
giflature will all be called into a&ion. We ought
flill to hope that time and 2 more correét eftimate of
intereft as well as of charafter will produce the juf-
tice we are bound -to expe&. But (hould any nation
deceive itfelt by falfe calculations, and difappoint that
expe&ation, we muft join in the unprofitable conteft,
of trying which party can do theother the moft harm.,
Some of thele injuries may perhaps admit a peaceable
remedy. Whete that is competent it is always the
moft defirable,  But fome of them are of a nature to
be met by force only, and all of them may lead to it.
1 cannot therefore but recommend fuch preparations
as circumftances call for. The firft object is to place
our fea-port towns out of the danger of infult.—
Meafures have been already taken for furnifhing them
with heavy canuoo for the fervice of fuch land bat-
teries as may make a part of their defence againft
armed vefTels approaching them. In aid of thefe it is
defirable we fhould have a campetent number of gun-
boats, and the number to be campetent muft be con-
fiderable. If immediately begun, they may be in re3-
dinefs for fervice at the opening of the next feafon.
Whether it will be neceffary to augment our land
forces, will be decided by occurrences probably in the
courfe of your feffion. In the mean,time you will
confider whether it would not be expedient, for a ftate
of peace as well 3s of war, fo to organife or clafs the
militia, as would enable us on any fudden emergency,
to call for the fervices of the younger portions, unin-
cumbered with the old and thofe having familics.
Upwards of three hundred thoufand able bodied men,
between the ages of eighteen and twenty-fix years,
which the laft cenfus fhews we may now count with-
in our limits, will furnifh a competent number for of-
fence or defence, in any point where they-may be
.wanted, and will give time for raifing regular forces
after the neceflity of them fhall become certain, a'nd
the reducing to the early perjod of life all its altive
Tervice cannot but be defirable to our yopnger citi-
zens of the prefent as well as future times, in as
much as it engages to them in more gdvanced age 3
quict and undifturbed repofe in the bofom pf their fa-
milies. I capnot then but carncﬂly.rccommpnd. to
your.early confideration the expedicncy of fo modify-
ing our militia fyftem, 3s, by 2 feparatign of the morg.
-aftjve part from that,which is lefs fo, .we may draw
from it, when necefary, an efficient corps, ﬁ; gr. real |
and.a&ive fervice,1ang to be called to it in,reguler
rotation. 4 & e C
Confiderable provifion has been .m?de unger fariner
“alithorities from congrefs, of materip)s for the,con-
ftru&tion of fhips of war of feventy-four guns, Thele
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materials are on hand fubjeét to the further will of
the legiflature, . ' ' o
An immediate prohibition of the exportation of
arms and ammunition is alfo_fubmitted to your deter-
mination, : '
Turning from thele unpleafant views of violence
and wrong, I congratulate you on the liberatign of

our fellow-citizens. who were ftranded on the coaft of -

Tripoli and made prifoners of war.”” In a government
bottomed on the will of all, the life and liberty of
every individual citizen become interefling to all. 1o
the treaty therefore which has concluded our warfare
with that ftate an article for the ranfom of our citi-
zens has been agreed to.  An operation’ by land, ty
a fmall band of our countrymen, and others engaged
for the occafion, in conjuné@lon with the troops of the
Ex-Bafhaw of that countf® galtantly condu@ed b

our late conful Eaton, and their fucceflsful cntcrprifz
on the city of Derne, centributed douhtlefs to the ima
preffion which prodiiced peace, and the conclufion of
this prevented opportunities of which the officers and
men of our fquadron deftined for Teipoli, would have
availed themfelves, to emulate the aéts of valour ex-
hibited by their brethren in the attack of the laft
year.
tinguifhed bravery difplayed whenever occafion per-
mitted in the late -Mediterra

oy enlarging cur
and lieutenants, ‘ .

With Tunis fome mifunderftandings have arifen
not yet fufficiently explained, but fiiendly difcuffions
‘with their ambaffador recently arrived, and a mutual
difpofition to do whatever is juft and reafonable can.
not fail of diffipating thefe. "~ So that we may confi-
dér our peace on that coafl, generally, to be on as
found a footing as it has been at any preceding time.
Still.it will not be expedient to withdiaw immediate-
ly the whole of our terce from that fea, -

The law providing for a naval peace eflablithment
“fixes the number of frigates which fhall be kept in
confant fervice in time of peace ; and prefcribes that
they (hall be manned by not more than two-thirds of
their complement of feamen and ordinary feamen.
Whether a frigate may be trufted to two-thirds on-
ly. of her. proper complement of men muft depend on
the nature of» the fervice on which fhe is ordered.
That may fometimes for her fafety, as well as to en-
fure her objet, require her fulleft complement, In

adverting to this fubje@ congrefs will perhaps confi-

-der whether the beft limitation on the executive dif-
cretion in this cafe would not be by the number of
feamen which may be employed in the whole fervice,
ragher than by the number of veflels.” Occafions oft-

ner arife for the employment of fmall, than of large-

veflels: and it would leflen rifk as well- as expence,
to be authorifed to employ them of preferences The
limitation fuggefted by the number of feamen would
admit a feledtion of veffels beft adapted to the fere
vice. '

Our Indian neighbours are advancing, many of
“them with fpirit, and others beginning to engage in
the purfuits of agriculture and houfehold manufag-
ture. They are becoming fenfible that the earth

- yields fubfiftence with lefs labour than the foréfty and -

find it their intereft from time to time to difpofe of
parts of their furplus and wafte lands for the means of
improving thofe they occupy, and of fubfifting their
families while they are preparing their farms.  Since
your laft feflion, the northern tribes have fold to us
the lands between the Conne&icut referve and the
former Indian boundary, and thofe on the Obio, from
the fame boundary to the rapids, and for a con{idera-
ble depth inland. The Chickafaws and Cbgljo,kcés
have fold us the country between and adjacent to the
two diftricts of Tenneflee, and the Crecks the refidue

of their lands in the fork of ‘Ocmulgee up to the Uls .

cofanhatche. The three farmer purchales are impore

tant, in as much as they confolidate disjoined parts of -

our {ettled country, and render their intercourfe fea
cure; ~and the fecond particularly fo, as, with .t

fmall point on the river which we expeét is by this
time ceded by the Piankefhaws, it completes our pofe
feflion of the whole of both banks of the Ohio, fragg
its fource to pear its mouth, and the navigation. of
that river is thercby rendered forever fafe to our, cip
tizeps fettled and fettling on -ty extenfive waterg,
The purchafe, fram the Crégks too bas been for fomg
tihe particglar)y interefling to the ftate of Georgia.

- '"The fevera) treaties which have been mentjoned
will- be fybmisted to both houley of congrefs for.g'hg
excrcife of ‘their refpeQive fun&ionys. .. S5

.. Deputatians,, now on thgir way to tbe feat. of gqf Y

vernment from various nations af JIndians inhabitin
the Miffouri and other parts beyond the Miffiffipp,

some chaiged ‘with. aflfurasces of  their . faripfaction, -

with the new relatiops:in which they are P,h'q ‘ﬁ?}"

us, of their difpofition. to cultixate eur. 4
fri’cndlhip, and their defire’ to enter m’: miﬁ
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Refle®ing with high fatisfation on the dif= -
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