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HNNAPOL'I.S’, Tuvnsm«r, March 14, 1805.

WasuningTon, March 4.
't'hi.; day at 12 o'clock,. THOMAS gErFERsoiJ, pre-
’ sident of the United States, took the oath of office
and delivered the following INAUGURAL SPEECH
! inthe senate chambery in the presenceof the members
" of the two houses, and a lurge concourse of citizens.
| SPEECH.
ROCEEDING, fellow-citizens, to that qualifi-
cation which the Eonftitution reauires, before my
éntrance on the charge again conferred on ing, it is
my duty to exprefs the deep lenfe 1 entcrta_it} of Ithis
new proof of conﬁdcn.cc fron‘l my f"cll.o.w.cmzcns at
large, and the zeal with which it infpires me fo to
condu@ myfelf as may beft fatisfy their jult expedia-
tions.

On tzking this flation on a former occafion, I de-
clared the principles on which I believed it my dugy
1o adminifter the affairs of our commonwealth, My
confcience tells me tha€ T have on every occalion a&t-
ed up to thatdeclaration, according to its obvious im-
port and to the underftanding of every candid mind.

In the tranfa&ion of your foreign. affairs, we have

gndc}ﬂvpul:tdl@ cultivate the friend{hip.of all nations, the arts of the firft -
R N T ] ki Tk e e

kefpechifly be-halewivh- whiltiadehate el
Tmporiant relations . -have—dowe them jufticeson——gyr

allogeafions, favour where favour was lawtul, and

cherihed Mt iirterefte utid- intercousfeson fanrand-

cqual terms.  We are firmly eonvinced, and we adt
on that conviction, that with nations, as with in-
dividuals, our interefls foundly calculated, will ever
be found infeparable from our moral duties. And hif-
tory bears witnels to the fact, that a jult nation is
trufted on its word, when recourfe is had to arma-
ments and wars to bridle others, ,

At home fellow-citizens, you beft know whether
we have done well or ill.  The fuppreflion of unne-
ceflary offices, of ufele(s eftablilhments and expences,
enabled us to difgontinue our internal taxes, Thele,
covering our land with officers, and opening our doors
2o their intrufions, had already begun that procefs of

miciliary vexation, which, once entered, is fcarce-

y to be reftrained from reaching fucceilively every
rticle of produce and of property. If, among thefe
xes, fome minor ones fell, which had not been in-
onvenient, it was becaufe their amount would pot
ave paid the officers who collected them, and becaufe,
f they had any merit, the ftate authorities might a-
opt them, inftead of others lefs approved.

The remaining revenue on the confumption of fo-

ign artieles is paid chiefly by thole wh#fcan nfiord
add foreign luxuries to domeftic comforts. Being
lletted on our fea board and frontiers only, and in-
orparated with the tranfations of our mecantite
itizens, it may be the plealure and the prir{:of an
merican to afk what farmer, what mechanic, what

eesatax-gathererof the United-States—with wiilch they feledt from among themlelves thofe fupplications, that He will fo eflighiten the minds of ——
‘to whom they confide the legiflative duties. Tt is

hefe contributions enable us to fuppart the current
pences of the government, to fulfiil contracts with
reizn nations,. to extinguifh the native right of foil
ithin our limits, to extend thofe limits, and to ap-
y Tuch a furptus to our public debts, as places at a
ort day their final redemption, and that redemption
ce effe@ed, the revenue, thereby liberated, may, by
juft repartition among the ftates, and a correlpond-
g amendment of the conftitution, be applied; in

me of peace, to rivers, canals, roads, arts, matius

&ures, education and other great obje@s within
ch tate,  In tim= of war, if injultice by ourfelves
others muft {ometimes produce war, increafed as
¢ fame revenue will be by increafed population and
nlumption, and aided by ather refources, referved
r that crifis, it may meet within the year all the ex-
nfes of the yaar, without encmaching on the rights
future generations, by burthening them with the
bts of the paft  War. will then be but a fufpen-
of ufeful works, "@nd a return to a ftate of peace,
return to the progrefls of improvement, -
I'have fuid fellow-citizens, that the income referv.
had enabled us to extend our limits; but that ex-
fion may poffibly pay for itlelf before we are called
y and in the mean time may keep down the accru-
intereft,  In all events it will replace the advances
: fhall have made. I know that the acquifitidn
anﬁana has been difapproved by fome, from a
d apprehenfion that the enlargement of our ter-
ory may. endanger its union. But who can limit
extent to which the federative principle may ape-
efi-Qively? The larger our aflociation, the lefs
liv be fhaken by local paffions. And in any
Wy Lit. not better that the oppofite baik of the
iifTippi fhould be fettled by our own brethren and
ldren, than by ftrangers of another family ? With
b hall we be molt-:likely to live in liarmony and
ndly intercourfe ?

“HithEhemmE- ot tawagami e

“In matters of religion, T have confidered that its
free exercife is placed by the conftitution, indepen-
dent of the powers of the general government, I
have ‘therefore undertaken, on no occalion, to pre-
feribe the religious exercifes fuited to it: but have
left them, as the conftitution found them, under the
direftion and difcipline of the ftate or church autho-
ritics acknowleged by the feveral religious focie-
ties, h

The aboriginal inhabitants of thefe countries I
have regarded with the commiferation their hiftory in-
fpires.  Endowed with the faculties and the rights of
men, breathing an ardent love of liberty and inde-
pendence, and occupying a country which left them
no defire but to be undifturbed, the fiream of over-
flowing populatior from other regions direQed itfelf
on thefe fhores. Without power to divert, or habits
to contend againft ity they have been overwhelmed by
the current, or driven before it,  Now reduced with-
in limits too narrow for the hunter ftate, humanity
enjoins us to teach them agriculture and the domefiic
arts ; to encqurage them to that induﬂry" which alone
can enable them to maintain their place in exiftence,
and to prepare them in time for that ftate of fociety,
which to ffodily comforts, adds the improvement of the
mind.and morals,  'We have therefore liberally furnifh-
ed them with the implements of hufbandry and houfe-
hold uf®: we have placed among them inftru@ors in
neceflity ;

et
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_No inference is here intended that the laws pro.
vided by the ftates againft falfe and defamatory pub-
lications; fhould not be enforced. He who has tinfe
renders a fervice to publg morals and public tranquili-
ty, in reforming thele atgfes by the falutary coercions
of the law. But the experiment is noted to prove *
that, fince truth and reafon have maintained their
ground againft falfe opinions in league with falfe faéts,
the prefs, confined to truth, needs no other Jegal re-
ftraint, ¢
fonings and opinions, on a full hearing of alf parties,
and no other-definite line can be drawn between the
incflimable liberty of the prefs, and its demoralifing
licentioufnels. 1If there be flill impropricties which
this rule would not reflrain, its fupplement mult be
fought in the cenforfhip of public opinion, =

Contemplating the union of fentiment now mani.
fefled o generally, as avguring harmony and happi.
nefls to our future courfe, I offer to out country fin-
cere congratulations,  'With tlofe too not yet rallied
to the fame point, the difpofition to do fo is gaining
ftrength,  Fadts are piercing tluwough the veil drawn

over them 5 and our doubting brethren will at length
fee that the mafs of their fellow-citizens, with whom
they cannot yet refolve to ad, as to principles and’
mealures, think as they think, and defire what they
defire,

That our with, as well as thieirs, is that the
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The public judgment will correét falfe rea. .

eace_be cultivated, civil apd religicus i- -
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But the endeavours to enlighten them ow,the fata

“which awaits their prefent courfle of life, ‘to indiice

them to exercife their reafon, follow its dictates, and
change their purluits with the change of circumftances,
have powerful obftacles to encaunter. Tliey are com-
bated by the habits of their bodies, prejudices’of their
minds, ignorance, pride, and the influence of intereft-
ed and crafty individuals among them, who feel them-
felves {omething in the prefent order of things, and
fear to become nothing in any other. Thefe perfons
inculcate a fan&imonious reverence for the cuftoms of
their anceftors, that whatfoever they did muft be done
through all time ; that reafon is a falle guide, and
to advance under its counfel in their phyfical, moral,
or political condition, is perilous innovation: that
their duty is to remain as their Creator made them,
ignorance being fafety, and knowledge full of danger,
In fhort, my friends, among them alfo is feen the
action and counter-aion of good fenfe and of bigot-
ry.  Lhey too have their anti-philofophifts, who find
an intereft in keeping things in their prefent flate;
who dread reformation, and exert all their-faculties
to maintain the afcendancy of habit over the duty of
improving our reafon and obeying its mandates.

In giving thefe outlines, I do not mean, fellow-
citizens, to arrogate to myfelf the merit of the mea-
fures. That is due, in the firft place, to the refle&y-
ing charatier of our citizens at large, who by the
weight of public opinion, influence and ftrengthen the
public meafures, It is due to the found difcretion

due to the zeal and wifdom of the charadters thus fe-
le@ed, who lay the foundations of public happinefs in
wholefome laws, the execution of which alone remains
for others: and it is due to the able and faithful aux-
iliaries, whofe patriotifm has affociated them with me
in the executive funtions.

During this courfe of adminiftration, and in order
to difturb it, the artillery of the prefs has been levelled
againft us; charged with- whatfoever its licentioufnefs”
could devife or dare.  Thefe abufes of an inftitution
fo important to freedom and fcience, are deeply to be
regretted, inafmuch as they tend to leffen its ufeful-
nels, and to fap its fafety. Fhey might perhaps have
Leen corrected by the wholf@e punifhments referved
to, and provided by the la f the feveral fates a-
gainft faifehood and defamation. But public duties
more urgent prefs on the time of public fervants, and
the offenders have therefore been left to find their
punifhment in public indignation. .

Nor was it uninterefting ta the world, that an ex-
periment fheuld be fairly and fully made, whether
freedom of difcuffion, unaided by power, is not fuf-
ficient for the propagation and prote&ion of truth?
Whether a government, condudting itfelf in the true
fpirit of its conftitation, with zeal and purity, and
doing no ad which it would be unwilling the whole
world fhould witnefs, can be written down by falfe-
hood and defamation.—The experiment has been tried.
—You have witneffed the fecene.—Qur fellow-citizens
have looked on cool and colle€ted. They faw the
latent fource. from which thefe outrages proceéded.
They gathered around their public fun&ionaries: and
when the conftitution called them to the decifion by

"fuffrage, they pronounced their verdi&, honburahle

to thofe who had ferved them, and confolatory to the'
friend of man, who believes he'may be entrufted with
the control of his own affairs. Sl g 9T
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.unequal, whielrrelults to- y man from his-owi in--
duftry or that of his fathers. When fatisfied of thefe
views, it is not in human nature that they fhould not
approve and fupport them. In the mean time let us
cherifh them with patient ufft@ion,  Let us do them
juftice, and more than jultice, in all competitions of
interelt : and we need not doubt that truth, reafon,
and their own interefts will at length prevail, will
gather them into the fold of tleir cauntry, and will
compleat that entire union of cpinion, wiich gives to
a nation the bleflings of harmony, and the bencfit of
all its {trength, "

I fhall now enter on the duties to which my fellow-
citizens have again called me: and fhall proceed in
the pirit of thofe principles which they have approved.
I fear not that any motives of intereft may lead me
aftray : T am fenfible of no paffion which could re-
duce me knowingly from the path of juftice ; but the’
weaknefles of human nature, and the limits of my own
underftanding will produce errors of judgment fome.
times injurious to your interefts, I fhall need there.
fore all the indulgence T have heretofore experienced ;
the want of it will certainly not leffen with increafing
years, I fhall need-too the favour of that Being in
whofe hands we are, who led our fathers, as 1frac) of
old, from their native land, and planted them ina
country flowing with all the neceffaries and comforts
of life: who has covered our infancy with his provi-
dence and our riper years with his wildom and power:
and to whofe goodnefs 1 afk you to join with me in

your fervants, guide their councils, and profper their
meafures, that whatfoever they do, fhall refult in your
good, and Mall fecure to you the peace, friendfhip,
and approbation of all nations.
' TH: JEFFERSON.
Paris, December 27,
THE EMPEROR’s SPEECH. A
At the opening of the legillative body which took

-place—on the 26th;a~variety of céremonies were

* obferved applicable to the recent change of the go-
vernment, The following is the fpeech of the em-
peror on the occafion :
¢ Gentlemen, deputies of the department to the

legiflative body, gentlemen tribunes and members of

my council of ftate, I now appear befare you to pre-
fide at the opening of your feflion. The charalter
which I am anxious to imprefs on your labours, is at
once the moft auguft .and the moft imperious—princes,
magiftrates, foldiers, citizens, we have alone in our
career one objeét—the interefts of our country. If
the throne, on which Providence and the withes of
the nation have placed me be at all dear to my heart,
it is only becaufe it gives me the power of prote&ing
and preferving the moft facred interefs of the French,
people. . Without a ftrong and paternal goveinment,,

France would have had to dread the return of all' the

miferies which it has formerly endured. I.mbgci_l‘ity:_

in the fupreme power is, the greateft calamity which '
can befal a mation. . Soldier or firlt conful, I had only-
one fentiment :wmag emperor I retain the fame,—and

that is a wifh for the profperity of the French people,

1 have been fortunate enough to contribute ta this ob~ :
jeét by my viQories, to confolidate it by treaties, to

ftem the torrent of civil difcord, and to pave'the way'- .
for the reftoration of 'mannen,} fociety, and ‘religion, , '

If T am not cut off by death/in ‘the mid@¥of my las -

bours, T hope-to be able t}‘feavt to polerity. & recol-
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