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TO THE,LEDITORS.

GENTLEMEN, -
§ foon as there appeared reafon for belicving
that the houfe of reprefentatives intended to
L, without preferring articles before the fenate,
rt of the impeachment voted againft me, the
»ied memorial was prepared, and thanfinitied (on
rday laft) to 3 member, with a requeflt that he
\d prefent it, if fuch an intention fhould be alcer-
d to exift,  On laft Monday, the morning of the
previoufly fixed for adjoarnment by a joint refo-
0 of both houfes, articles of impeachment were
ted by the committee ; but it was clearly im-
5le for the houle to a&t upon them; nor does the
until which they were kept lrack, leave the leaft
b for fuppofing, that the committee, who .made
report, intended that they fhould be adted upon
adjournment, ' .
Bot whatever may” have been the intention with
h they were reported, at fuch a time, the effect
oubtcd’f'y will be, that they will pafs into the pub-
rio, under the fantion of a dommittee of cou™
5, ind even under the apparent fandion of the
»itfel{; and that as they contain the moft aggra-
d and inflamed conftruction, which it was poffi-
for paffion and party {pirit to put on the ex-parte
ence, whereon the vote of impeachment was
btening to the utmolft the prejudices and odium,
h all the former proceedings in this cale are fo
alcnlated to excite, L )
he report of thefe articles prevented the memori-
om being prelented ; theamember to whom it was
having been of opinion, that the cafe, in which
1 my wilh to have it prefented did no longer ex-
But as thele articles have not been adopted by
houfe, or even confidered ; as they muft be taken
at next feffion, and may then be reje@ed, or
plly varied ; as the charges whizh I am to anfwer,
againlt which I ought to have been placed in a
tion to-prepare for defending myfelf, are thus
in the fame ftate of uncertainty as before the re-
 and as this report, far from accomplifhing the
& which the memorial feeks, can have no other
d than to increale and aggravate the injuries
of it complains ; I deem it proper now to make
ablic, as an appeal to my country, to the world,
to pofterity, againft the injuftice and illegali-
pf the proceedings in this cafe, and as a folemn
f againt the principles on which they are found-
I therefore requeft that you will pleafe to ‘infert
vith this letter, in your ufeful and refpe@able

hat it may be feen that my impreflion of the arti-
reported by the committer is not erroneous, I en-
¢ 3 copy of them, and requelt that you will infert
after the memorial, Tt is proper to flate that four -
pelicve) of the five members of the committee, who
ored the articles, were the fame members who
@ed and reported the teftimony ; and that faurs
P days elapfed hetween the time when this com-
e was ordered to report articles, and the time
1 the report was actually made. This fadt will
in forming a judgment, as to the views, with
ch it was kept back until the laft day of the feffi-
: }.ad the report been made fooner, as it might
¥ Rave been, the articles might have been rejedted
the houfe ; or might at leaflt have been deprived,
ircmcndmcnts, of pa® of their wanton venom and

ald

1 am, Gentlemen,
Your obedient fervant,

Bl SAMUEL CHASE.
Pitimore, March 29, 1804,

. s _ .
_ .7“dg¢' Chase reguests the edifors of all the
bapers in the United States to insert his letter

B r:“[,’""'al, and the articles of im")cac)lmem re-
y the committee, .

the hon. the Hoysr, of REPRESENTATICES of the
o Unirap Srazes. '
s q/_quf Samuel Chase, one of the associate
WITH Y e -'r‘uprrme court of the United States.
Bt of iy co" P& due to a branch of the govern-
tions and i‘"_"ryd; but with the franknefs: which
d which ay enajl;rt innocence has a right to affume,
S “bfy, zealous, and conftant fupporter
broiches you Cr;y ought to ufe; your. memarialift
int g ')") "fmnourablc body, to lay his com-
refy, T 01" ety and to call on your jultice for

He hay delayed this fie
rfﬁioq, b;caufc he ft
T honourable body wo
i‘:&“he charges againft hi
a htR@g;foe enabled

p until o' late a period of
Wy indulged the hope, that
ot adjourn, without re-
m to fome fpecific form ;
to kn\ow of what he is

. acculed, and to dire@ his attention immediately to

el hepames Tveryzpe
hands' of calumniators“and _party zealots; -for—vife* charges- againft- him, to make vigorous; fpeedy—

A}

And yet in this profecution all thefe provifions havé
been completely difregarded. Aninquiry ha¢been infti-
tuted, of the moft ferious import to the party accufed,
on the mere fuggeftion of a member in his place, un-
fupported by oath, or by any fpecific f{latement 3
facts, which if fupported by oath would have jultif
an inquirys  This inquiry, thus inftituted in a man-
ner the moft unprecedented and alarming, far from
being'confined to any (pecific charge or fa&, is ex-
tended to the whole official conduct of a judge who -
has been above eight years in office, and” authorifes
the moft minute inquifition of his moft unguarded and
moft inconfiderable words and a&tions, throughout the
whole period. It cannot efcape your honourable bo-
dy, how formidable an engine of oppreflion fuch an
inquiry muft be, in the hands of perfons difpofed to
abufe it.  Your memorialift is far from infinuating
that fuch has been the cafe in the prefent inftance.
This infinuation he could not make, or even fufpect
to be well founded, without derogating from the re-
fped that ought to be infpired by fo elevated a body :
but the foundnels of principles is in no manner fo
“ well tefled as by the confequences to which they lead,
And although it cannot be fuffefted that this ho-
nourable body is under the influence of party Tpirit,
party views or individual malice, yet it is a melan-
cholly truth that free goveinments are liable to the
influence of party fpiric, and that when this fatal
paflion takes full pofleffion of the'mind, it complete-
ly-ftifles every_fentiment. of jullige-and hugmanity, all:

the means neceffary for proving his innocence, and
vindicating his charafter.  But finding, at laft, that
an adjournment is about to take place, without any
thing of this kind being done ; that a vote of. im-
peachment, relting on no precife or fpecific' charges
or faéts, and fupported only by éx-parte teltimony, is
about tu be left hanging, for a whole year, over his
head ; and that the publication of this teftimony is -
permitted, in fuch a way as to render it moft injurious
to his reputation, without leaving to bim the poffibi:
lity of combating it by counter-prqof: his duty to.
that charaéter, which be has fupported unimpeached
during a peried of forty years, through -all the
troubles, difficulties, and dangers of the American
revolution ; to his family, whofe happinels, refpeQia-
bility, and eftablitiment in life, are materially im-
plicated in whatever concerns his good name ; to his
country, which has honoured him with many hjgh
and imporgant trufts; to his office, which requires a
reputation not only unfpotted but unfufpeéted ; and
to himflelf—forbids him to remain longer in fi-
fence, -

He therefore refpectfully folicits and intreats, that
your honourable body will not fuffer an adjourmment
to take place, until aiticles of impeachinent fhall
have been preferred againft him.  Thus, although an
immediate trial, which his feelings would lead him to
prefer, may not be poffible at this protradted period of
iefefion, ftill he willberenabled; knowing: the pres -
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regard for law-and right.  Should-the—time- ever are
rive, which God avert! when a majority of congrefs,
inflamed by party fpirit, and feeking the deftrudtion
of its opponents, fhall defire to criminate a judge, ip
order to heap odium on the party with which he is
connefled ; when a prefident, at the head of this ma-
jority and guiiding its paffions, fhall defire, from mo-
tives of private refentinent,: the ruin of any judge ;
when the fchemes of the dominant party, or of its
leaders, may requite the removal of all firm, upright
and independent judges, -amtd the fubflitution of
others more complying or more timid; when the
neceffities of a favourite partifan may require the re-
moval of a judge, in order to create a vacancy in .
office; fhould fuch a difaftrous period ever arrive, as
the hiftory of other free-governments informs .us it
may, wn what manner will the devoted viim, how-
ever innocent, ‘be able to fhield himfelf againft the
thrufts of fuch a weapon, as this fpecies of inquiry,
inftituted in fuch a manner and on fuch principles,
cannot fail to furnifh? Your memorialift trembles for
the honour of his country, and for the fuccefs of re-
publican government in this her laflt and fairelt expe-
riment, much more than for his own fafety, when he
reflects on the exceffes that under fuch a cloak may
be committed. ' ‘ .
Does the manner in whicki this inquiry has been
tonduéted, prefent any confiderations calculated to
remove or diminifh the alarm excited by -its com-
mencement? Far otherwife ! A great mafs of tefti-
mony has been taken, which though calculated to
affe@ ydur memorialift in the moft material manner,
he has had no opportunity of confronting, crofs ex-
amining or explaining: This teftirgony, in the taking
of which fome individuals w'cro):;lowcd to indulge
themfelves in the moft rancorous invectlves againft
your.,ma-norialm, and to cloath with the formalitics
and fanction of an oath, the malicious effufions of
their unprovoked and implacable refentment; this
teftimony, thus tarnifhed with the deep ftain of par-
tiality, hatred and revenge, was printed piece-meal,
in the progrefs of the inquiry, and though not imme-
diately publifhed, was placed in a condition to be ex-
tenfively circulated, and thus to be employed asa
mean of ‘deeply wounding the reputation of your
memorialift, of exciting univerfal odium againft him,
and of preparing the way for a certain condemnation,
when a clamour fhall have been excited firong
enough to drown the voice of reafon, truth and
juftice. . .
Yaur memorialift by no means wifhes to be under-
ftood as infinuating that fuch was the intention’
wherewith this flep was taken, his refpe@ for the
body by which it was authorifed, forbids> bim to har-

and effeQual preparations for his defence, to repel the
malignant calumnies‘by which he is induftrioufly and
unceafingly aflailed, and fully to vindicate that inno-
cence, for which he folemnly appeals to the Almighty
fearcher of hearts, to the teftimiony of his own con-
fcience, to his country, and to an impartial pofterity.
He is far from arrogating to himfelf an excmption
from the vfual portion of human frailty : but for the
purity of his intentions, for the uprightnefs of his
condud@, and for the taithful and coufcientious dif-
charge of his official duties, on all occafions, ac-:
cording to -the beft lights of his underftanding, he
gonfidently appeals. to that dread tribunal where he
and his accufers muflt one day appear, where the in-
moft recefles of all hearts fhall be laid open, the molt
hidden motives of condu@ fhall be revealed, and ca-
lumny, malice, and party rage, fhall forever be put to
filence. v

He is the more firongly induced to urge this re-
queft, and to exprels his carncft hope that it will not
be refufed, by thofe refle@tions which it has not been
in his power to avoid making, on the courfle hitherto
purfued in this profecution.

That charges fo weighty as to render a judge of
the {upreme court a fit objet of impeachment for
high crimes and mifdemeanors, fhould have been fuf-
fered to reft in oblivion for four years ;- although they
are founded on falts perfedtly notorious in their na-
ture, and perfe@lly well known to the perfons whoy
after fo greatatapfe of time, have at length made
them the ground of a profecution the moft folemn
known to our laws; that this profecution, fo long
delayed, fhould be eommenced precifely at the moa
ment when a political change fuppofed by many,
thongh he hopes unjuftly, to be favourable to its
fuccefs, had taken place; are circumftances but little
calculated to impart confidence to the heart of inno-
cence, or to quict thofe alarms which fhe may feel
when oppofed to uncontroled power.

Nor is the manner of commencing this profecution
more confoling thaf’ the time. A formal inquiry into
the official condu& of a judge, muft always be to
him 2 matter of very ferious moment, It muft al-
ways expole him "to very great uneafinels and may
render him obnoxious to the moft unjuft and injurious
fufpicions. It is wholly inconfiftent with the humane
and juft principles of our laws, to fubjeét a citizen to
evils of this kind, without fome fpecific accufation,
refting on falts precifely flated, and fupported by
fuch proof on oath, as renders their exiltence at leaft
probable. No man, however mean his condition, or
however infdmous his charafler, can be bound over to
undergo the inquiry of a grand jury, without fuch an ty
accufation, and fuch proof. A grand jury cannot boursfych a fufpicion. But fuch ma‘y be the effe&t,
lilten to dny accufation againft a man, nor inqui and fuch it muft be, in his appreheniion, unlefs your
into his condu@, much lefs put him upon his trial hy, honourable body, by prefering fpecific charges againft
finding a prefentment againft him, unlefs fuch an ac-\\him'iwdiatcly, Mall enable him to prepare ?«d‘:‘l{
cufation fo fupported be firlk adduced; and the per- and cfficacioufly for jultifying his condut and defend-
fon malicioufly inftigating the inquiry is liable, in ing his ch%\ra&}r, againft the unjuft and wanton afpera |
cafe it fhould be rejeted, to a fuit for reparation by fions with which this t.cﬂnmony.:bour.udx. .
the accufed party. ~ All thefc jult and humane provi- The recent publication of this teftimony, in a ga-
fions are cftablifhed by our laws, for the protetion of zette underflood to be ithe official organ of the go-
innocence, not merely from punifhment, ‘but alfo vernment, and thenge communicating ah official cha-

ragq_unfounded and vexatious inquiry. - Every prin- rafter and fan@&ion\ to whatever of this. nature a'P-
ciple of reafon, of joftice, and of law, and every pearsinit, isa circ ﬂancc‘calf:ulatcd. to - increale,

cedent, that deferves or has received the weight in a.very great degree, mifchievous effets of . the
of authority, concar in requiring the full ap-

teftimony itfelfy and renders™fill more important the
plication of thefé provifions to the ‘cafe of impéach- meafure which your meinoriglift fo earnehtly folicity. .
ment, e 3 ; Tt .

From this gazette, the publication will pafs into




