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- defpiica.and general welfare P, cv » s o

-{»,;5}5{’ﬁ§5ﬁ§é‘~'aﬁd!oﬂt‘y”ddes:noﬂ extefid bbyond the limita of their'feveral | & from.thic. refleRion, . that at fuch.a time, thé executive

“Thefe are cétrtainly good, and the beft grounds, for you to ¢onclude induce évery rational pérfon to rejeét the conftru@ion, which
in favour of the laws, You muft and ought to have refpeét for'the afts ed on it as moft unwarrartable, and as leading to the worft
of congrefs, and the decifions of the judieiary, unlels you think they quences: R W £ w §
are influenced By corrupt motives, ‘ind no'fuch motives are imputed to It cannot be cot:_tsn’ded with any propriety, that this conftryg;
congrefe, the prefident or the judiciary. o S of the words will give'a power-to-congrefs to legiflate for the R,
If thefe principles are juft, and I think they cannot be queftioned, and to interfere’ with f.hglr internal police and regulations, 'ﬁ'.
and the objeéts of thefe laws are right and proper, you cannot hefitate words common defence and general welfare reftrain the exercify A
one moment-in faying, that you ought to prefume thefe laws are con- fuch a power, and therefore it cannot be attended with any evily,
ftitutional, and the clamours excited againft Mr. Adama ill founded. Having, as I truft, convinced every impiartial, difpaffionate il
What are the objets of thefe laws? The objeéls of the fedition prejudiced perfon, who is folicitous to fupport the conftitution, rm
law—to reftrain perfons from defaming the government, either branch’ vide for the common defence and promote the general welfare of tI:
of cofigrefls, and the prefident, by falle, fcandalous and malicious li- people, that there is no good caufe for the clamour which hay "
bels, and to prevent the confidence of the people in the government, excited againft Mr. Adams, becaule be has approved of the fedit Y
in congrefs, and the prefident, being deftroyed or diminithed by falfe, and alien acts, and aél to raife a p.rqvnﬁo‘nal army, I fhall now .
fcandalous and malicious libels; to prevent the hatred of the people deavour to convince you that he is entitled to your fullrages 0.
being excited dgainft-them, and their being brought into difrepute ; to prefident, in preference to Mr. Jefferfon, or any other perfon ‘w“
prevent infurrefions, riots and unlawful affemblies and combinations, may afpire to fill that exalted Qatnon, 1 do not pretend to be
to oppofe the government, Are not thefe great, important and de- quainted with the numerous fervices which Mr. Adams has render
firable objefts ? Ought the confidence of the people to be defiroyed by his country fince the commencement of the American revolution a
thefe means? Certainly they ought not. —  fhall content myfelf with enumerating thofe which occur to n’,“
'The objeés. of the alien law—to remove aliens who are dangerous prefent. Mr. Adams was a member of the firft congrefs, and 5 o0k
to the peage and fafety of the United States; to remove aliens who {picuous member in that enlightened body, and affifted in all ¢he in.
are fufpefted of being concerned in any treafonable or fecret maclx.lna- portant bofinefs. that was tr;}nfa@ted, and rendered efTentia} fervie,
“tions againft the government.—Is it -notright and proper that aliens. He has ever fince devoted his time and attention to the fery;
fhould be removed, who, if permitted to remain among us, might, by his country, as a member of congrefs, minifter to foreign courts vic
treafonable and fecret machinations, endanger the peace, fafety and prefident, and prefident. I am informed he was among the ﬁr,ft,,'
happinefs of the United States? Certainly every American and friend fuggefted the idea of the Independence of America, and was one o
to his country muft affent to this. . . the principal promgters of the famous refolution of the fourth of July
It appears to me, that neither of thefe afls are unconftitutional, and 1776, which declared the American colonies Free, Sovereign and Jnj,)
1 will communicate to you fome of the reafons which have influence pendent States. It was by his agency, his fagacious and patrionJ
on my mind. The conititution of the United States is a government management, in corjunttion with Mr. Jay, that the independence of
formed and eftablifhed by the people.~The old government was a con- America was fecured and acknowledged, in oppofition to Mr. Frag.
federation of the ftates, tran{mitting certain {pecific powers to con- lin, who was for a ftri¢t adherence to inftruétions, and confulting the
grefs; thefe powers were defetive and inefficient, congrefs not being French minifter, by whofe intriguing arts, and diplomatic &ill, thel
empowered to lay taxes, impofe duties and impofts, they could not acknowledgment ot the indcpendence of America had been retarded
raife money, only by requifitions made on the ftates, which requifitions and delayed, and might have been prevented, had not Adams and Jay,
were not {tri@tly and punétually complied with. _ Hence the credit of whofe magnanimity and patriotifm impelled them to take every ,.','{;
ghe United States fuffered and languifhed, and its dignity was dimi- on themfelves, determined to aét without the concurrence of thel
nifhed and fullied. One of the objeéts of the conflitution of the French minifter, and to fign the treaty. Adams and Jay fecured the
United States was to {upply that defect; to veft congrefs with the filheries and Weftern territory. 3
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power to raife money without the intervention of the ftate legiflarures, But it is faid, my fellow-citizens, John Adams is a friend to monar
to enable them to provide for the common defence and promote the gene- chy. This charge is circulated with great induftry, and made ufe of
ral welfare. 3 on all occafions, to inflame your paflions, and prejudice you againfl

The preamble to the conftitution difclofes the gropnds and motives Mr. Adams; and to fupport it, Mr. Adams’s defence of the American
which operated on the minds of the people, and incited them to efla- conftitutions has been quoted, and detached parts felefted, and his
blifh it. real {fentiments diftorted. : ‘

The preamble will ferve as a key to unfold the minds of the framers, . To difprove this charge, I refer my readers to a part of the fame
and may be reforted to when there is any amblgm.ty in the words, to work, page 93, in which Mr. Adams has expreifled fentiments which
aid in giving the juft expotition; or where there is any feeming con. muft be admired and approved by the moft democratic republican ; and
tradiction, to recoucile it. . o candour, unlefs ftified by party {pirit, or ill grounded prejudice, wil

The people, * 1o form a more perfect unton, eftablifh juftice, infure conftrain him to acknowledge, that the clamour raifed againft Mr.
domeftic tranquillity, provide for the commen defence, promote the gengral Adams, on that ground, is unjuft and improper, originated in eledi
welfare, and {ecure the bleffings of liberty,” do ordain this conititu- oneering policy, and has fince been adopted by the friends of Ml
tion. ) . Jefferfon.  The quotation alluded to is as follows, and appears to b

In defining the powers of congrefs, the legillature of the union, the the refult of inquiry and confideration, upon comparing every corfli
words are—GCongre({s thall have power, to lay and collect taxes, duties, tution he had feen with thofe of the United States of America.

impofts and excifes, to pay the debgs and provide for the commor. de- « After all, let us compare every conftitution we have feen with
fence and general welfare of the United States; but all dutics, impofts  « thofe of the United States of America, and we fhall have no rea
and excifes thall be uniform. ) ¢ fon to blufh tor our country. On the contrary, we fhall feel the

The way to read the claufe, to give it the true conftruction, is as « ftrongeft motives to fall upon our knees, in gratitude 1s Heaven, for
follows :— The words, Congrefs /ball havespewer, run through and head « having been gracioufly pleafed to give us birch and education in tha
every article and provifion of che fiéhon. U'he congrefs fhall have « country, and for having deftined us to live under her laws. W¢
power to lay and colleft taxes, &ec. The congreis fhall have power to fhall have reafon to exult, if we make our comparifon with England
provide for the common defence and general welfare of the United « and the Englith conflitution.  Our pesple are undoubtedly fruersign.
States. . . « All the landed and other property is in the hands of the citizens;
.. Obferve the fimilarity of expreflion in the preamble, and xn_the eighth ¢« not only their reprefentatives, but their Jenators and gevernars, att
fe€tion of the firlt article. . L ‘ « annually chofen, There are no hereditary titles, honours, offices not

In the preamble—the people eftablifh the cohftitution; for what? « diftinétions. The legiflative, executive and judiciary, are carefuly
Among other things, to provide JSfor the comman defence and promote the ge-  « feparated from each other. The poweTs of the one, the few and
neral welfare. The words c_orrefp_ond; and :he_ words in the enacling  « the many, are nicely balanced in their legiflatures. Trials by juy
claufe carry into effect the intention exprefled in the preambie. Can « are preferved in all their glory; and there is no ftanding army.
words be more explicit and unequivocal ? The very phrafe and mode | « The habeas corpus is in full force ; and the prefs is the moft freeis
of expreflion the fame. This removes all doubt,- and indigates plainly « the world ; and when all thefe circumitances take place, it isun,
an intention to cloath congrefs with a power to provide for the com- « neceflary to add, that the laws alone can govern.” P LE
mon defence and general welfare. But it is contended by fome, that Is it poffible for any one, who reads thefe fentiments of Mr. Adams,
the operation of thefe general expreflions is reftriéted by the preceding to be of opinion that he is the friend and advocate of menarchy and
words, ‘to wit: that the money r:.ufed by congrefs by taxes, &c. is to privileged orders? No, my fellow-cjtizens, it is not poffible. .Th“
be-applied to pay-debts, and provide for the common defence, &c. but very contrary is to be concluded ; he is-an enthufiaftic admirer of the
that cannot change the meaning; becaufe congrefs cannot apply money American conftitutions ; he is the firm friend and fupporter of 'thf
-to’the: common defence and general welfare, unlefs they have power rights and liberties of the people; he prefers the American conflitt;
to enaf laws, take and prefcribe meafures, f°}' the common defence  tions to the Englith, becaufe the reprefentatives, fenators and gover
_and general welfare ; fo that, according to that idea, 4 power to apply nors, are chofen by the peple; becaufe there are ne bereditary titles, bons

mioney " to the common defence and general welfare involves in it ne- " gnd %iﬂinﬂiom; becaufe the legiflative, executive’and judicial powers

#al welfare, and the money will be applied to carry fuch meafures into habeas eprpus fecured ; the libesty of the prefs cftablifhed ; and bej
‘effe@. - Again, it is Taid the fpecification of powers, which follows, . caufe there is no ftanding army. o B Ee - 4
reftrains the.generality of: the expreflions to provide for the common I refer my readers to the copclufion of the. addrefs of the houfe o

defénice and general welfare. - In fpecifying and déﬁniﬂ?’pt]\ﬂerl which reprefentatives, in anfwer,tn the fpeech, of Mr, Adams, in 179/}
8, it would at which was conturred with and.approved by General Smith, as-appeasy

ble-men, whio were capable of forming a government, by the yeas and nays..iy " «.: -+
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“that ‘powers “af legiftation might be omitted which congrefs ought to_- "« Permit us,.in offering -this -addrefs,_to exprefs our fa;uf‘l&w
“p¢* vélted ithj-and-to fiipply fuch probable -omiffion, and .to guard- 24 yeur promation to the.firlt office if-government ; -and our.entire <O
.aﬁﬂihe«wm”wﬁith Wou_ld:rcfult iram 'not e.ﬂumerati’ng;all the ne- st dence that the j’ﬂ,—:mimﬂt.'-la'knt‘s ﬂngwl‘;ﬂf!’fﬁ)which)hl'e pla.ctdyo
'gﬂ'_a_j‘-yjij%’v’e‘i! of légiflation; the words to provide for the common de. -+t in this diftinguithed fituation; will enable you to difcharge ity varit

Y g‘p-‘;g!;}m& general wélfare ycr'elinfﬂ‘tgd;_ .‘Wopld’it'not;be_:anje'xt\‘ao,r; - ¢ ous dutie.with fatisfaion. to' yourfelf, and advantage to.ouf ;om-;
imavy “thing,:in the brganization’ of ‘a national governmeng; that the # mon:country.? . [ v F T T s b b g e “‘
'léﬁﬂggdiiecr(};gu\dm'or,'pom:rs' the power of pfov:dihg for the commion T a1l refer my readéss’th thie conclifion of the addrefs-of the fcn:h -
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210 el power does ot refide-ini congrels,; it cantot,” does not; exifl, . Langdon being oneof,th
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4 a0 “in anfwer to the fpbech oF Mr, Adams, i'r_;;}xigjf_.‘,»,’_I:}_JcAhpnoql.‘.a_bIc”

A sk e o ga.fr;b".dy atithe time, and.prefent.; /o0 o,
S ghta jave veffcltosir It cannot be:in-the ftate legiflatures, for their -, ;,‘..‘,’We,.bgg;laav‘e.to}éﬂ'dreﬁyom'-»thzb we -aerive_:i_‘ﬁngu‘lélz C:r 3‘:’;‘ o
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%'f?gﬁfia-iﬁﬁlé‘zhmé?’9*9?\3&':f!?"!aéaft.féf.t.Taﬁemthsr.Eﬂﬁ#ms:m@. s oftnffumin :‘th&omcexgﬁMir:'éfzscf@tgf;:Fe‘ﬁfg'?‘a*‘ﬂi'-‘""»h?’-’fg’o{[?
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