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deigned to sdmit, that the eleQion of the prefident is
preity ‘well goarded. I venture fomewhat further,
and hefitate not to affirm that if the manner of it be
not perfe, it is atleslt exceilent. It unites in su
emioent Jegree all the advantages, the union of which
was to be defired..

It was defirable that the fenfe of the people-fhould
operate in the choice of the perfon to whom fo im-
postant a truft was to be confided.. This end will be
an{wered by commitiing the right of making it, sef fo
any pre-efiablifbed body, but to men cbofen by the people
Sfor the purpofe and at the particalar conjunlnre.

It was celirable, that the immediate ele@ion fhould
be made by men moft capable of analizing the qualities
adapted to flation, and adling under- circumftances
favourable to deliberation, and to & judicious com-
binatiun of ail-the reafons and inducements that were
proper to govern their choice. A fmall asmbir of per-
Joms, felelied by thiir felliw. citizens from the general
‘mats, _will be moit likely to peffe(s the information
ind difcernment requifite to fo complicated an invef-
tigation. It was alio peculiarly defirable to afford as
listle opportuntty as pofible to tumul and diforder,
This evil was not lealt to be dreaded in the eledion
of a magiltrate, who was to have fo important an
agency in the adminiftration of the government, 23
the prefident of the United States. But the precad-
tions which have been fo heppily concerted in the
fyttem under confideration, promife an effcftual fe-
curity againft this milchief. ‘The choice of (everal to
form an intermediate body of cleftor will be much
lefs apt to convulie the: community, with an extraor-
dinary or violent movement thin the choice.of one
who was himfelf to be the final objeét of the public
wifhes. Aud as the ele@ors chofen in cach ftate, are
to affemble and vote in the flate in which they zre
chofen, this detached and divided fitustion will ex-
pofe them much lels to heats and ferments which might
be communicated from them to the people, than if
they were all to be convened at ome time in cne
place.

Nothing was more to be defired, than that every
prafticabie ohitacle thould be expoled to cahal, in-
trigue and corruption. Thele mott deadly adverlaries
of republican government might naturally have been
expedted to make their approaches from mcre than cne
quarter, but chicfly from the defire in foreign powers
to gain an impreper sfcendant in our counciis. How
could they better gratify this, than by raifing a crcature
of .cheir own to the chief magiliracy of the union.
Ba: the convention have guarded again all danger of
this fort with the moft provident and jealvus attentinn,
Th-y beve nut made the appointment of the prafident
to copend o eny presexifiing odies of men who might
be urpered with beforehand to preftitute their votes ;
bat they h:ve referred .t in the firlt inttance to am im
cudiate atl of the pecple £ America, fo ke exerted in the
chaice :F perns for the TEMPORARY AND SOLE PUR-
pose of maung the apfeintment. Trey have excluded.
fros etocioiity 0 this trafi, all thofe who from fi-
tuation migat be fureét=d of too great devotion to the
preficant in office.—'T'hus, without corrupting the
body of the peuple, the.immediate agents in th elec.
tn will at lealt enter upon the tsfk free from any
Grilter bias. Their tranfient exiflence, scd their de.
tached firnation, already taken notice of, afford a fa-
tisfatory profpet of their continuing fo, to the con.
clufion of it. The bufinels of corruption, where it
is to embrace fo confiderable 8 numbes af men, re-

sires time a8 well as means.  Nor would it be feund
caly fuddenly to embark them, difperfed as they would
be over thirteen ftates in any combinations founded
upon motives, which, though they could not pro-
perly be denominated corrupt, might yet beof a oa-
ture to miftead them from their-duty.

Another and no lels important defideratum waes,
thar the execative (hould be independent for Ris con-
finuance in office of all, but the people themfelves. He
might otherwife be tempted to facrifice his duty to
his complaifance for thofe whofe favour was neceflary
1o the duration of Ris official confequence. This 2d-
vantage will alfo be fecured, by meking his re-elec.
tion to depend on & SPECIAL BODY of reprefematioves,
deputed by the focicty for THE SINGLE PURPOSE of
making the important choice, )

All thefe advantages will be happily combined in
the plan devifed by the conftitution, which is, that
r1e prorLe oF EAck sSTATE fhall choofe a namber
of perfona ay ele@ors, equal to the mber of [enators
and reprefeptitives of fuch ftate in the national go-

~yernment,” who - fhall affemble within the fate and
vote for fome fit perfon as prefident.”

Obfervations more forcible than thofe contained in
the recited paper are not perhaps to be found in any
effay of equal. brevity.—Independently of the con-
Gideration that the conftrution conténded for by me
is the confimé&ion -given to-the conftitution by thofe
who framed it,- it will be found on mature delibera-
tion, to be the only true and rational eonltru&tion,
By this conftruétion ¢ every praicable obftsc'e is op-

poled to csbal, intrigue and corraption” in the ele&tion-

of the chief magiftrate s and this conftru@ion . ¢¢ unites
in. an eminent degree all the advantages,: the union
. of which was to be defired.”. . G

privilege. .Yet, invalusble as this vight is, acd in-

cfimuble s it ought to be deemed by every true Ame-

rican, there are men smong: us who, to anfwer party
purpnfes, wre- meditating a plan o deprive us of it, -2t
this intereftirig -crifis;.r That you have sxercifed this
right ever. finre the.general governmtemt was.put into

" .operation,<yoevery.iwell know.. .And - es.the.people
‘ e, fout 3 political” power; .you canuotibe
7, deprivediof it withaut /your: confent.: It is-in- your

.. gte-the. fourge sof: all:

" power ,gp.wn‘.m:piﬁ_ilcge by the eeQingmin 10

N

reprefent you in the Oate legiflature on whofle honour
and patriotifm you may fafely rely to proteét your
rights. On the other hand if you make a volantary
furrender of it by eleting thofe who have fhewn s
willingoefs to wrefl it from you and velt it in thele-
gillature, you will aék with as liule prudence and dift
cretion, 3 if you joined your enemies to plundér yours
felves. i .

1f you ‘once confent to furrender this right, what
fecurity have you that it will ever be recovered 2 Al-
though your immediate reprefentatives may be willing:
to seflore it at s future period, {when it may mfwer
their purpales) it will not be in their power without
the concurrence of the fenate.  Whilt you cxercife the

righz of chooling the ele&urs, you have the cleélion of - particular,

prefident as much under your control as if he was
clected immediately by yourfelves. But- if you fur-
render it to the legiflature, it will be fo far removed
fram your immediate sgency, that you will lofe this-
controling power ; and the farther the ele&ion is re-
moved from popular choice, the grester will be the
danger of cabal, ivtrigue, doreuption, and feflion, and
the lefs will be the regard for tha happinefs of the
people.

"I will now make a fhort repiv to s-hand-bill, fub-
fezibed ¢ A Friend to Fair Play.”

Having given my name. to the public, sud fub.
fnitted my obfervations to their candour and impar-
tiality, Lhad taken the reflolution not td take notice of
anooymous writers, who for cbvious reafons, might
think proper to conceal their real names from the
knowledge of their fellow.citizens.  This refolution
would not have been departed Trom in this inltance,
had no® Mr, Key, of Annapolis, avowed himielf to
be the author.—As ¢ a friend to fair play,” he ought
at leaft to have conduéted his publicaticn with can-
dour and liberality. It has been my Rudy to avoid
perfonalities,—

His mention of Frenckified ;éibnlbro;x_’ﬂ;,-—-and the
acexmmulated borrers of @ Freach revolution,—are 100 locfe
and indelerminate to merit fcrious remark; and &3
they have no connexion with my addrefs to ycu, they
are configned to oblivicn as unworthy ot oblervation.

I think it of litele conitquence to difenfs the quel-
tion whether s the writers in favour of Mr Jeffcrion,
and the exclufive patriots, have mors fenfc than the
majority of the houte of reprefentatives, mure wildom
thsn the majority of the fenatr, and mcre conflitu.
tional koowiedge than is to be fourd in the three
branches of government.” Of as little confequence
would it be to difcufs the queflion, whether the ra.
Jority, or the minsrity in congrefls have more wildom
or patriotifm :—or whether the reprefentation of any -
pasticalar diltrié p fleffes more than his confituents.
Such quefticna F fhali leave to ve iaviiv.;a'ed by thole
who canno: juftly appreciste the -icht or fre=ly ex-
amining public cha »&te-s anc meelurer.  As aain-
dividual, I aim only tnernght w jodse for my =lf,
The piragrayh b.fore us, tn a differ.nt ape, ircul.
cates the do@rins or wnlomitted coafiience 12 the puniic
fervants j—or i rtber wo-_f, w.e o ipotic dodtime of
paffive obcdience and mewsdance A aman or talenss
1t is wouderfui teat the immument fhowl? bave efcaped
Mr. Key: but it effords ftrong  preamptive  evi-
dence of the propriety of the obfervation, thatitis
difficult to onrivet sncient. prejudices, ard difpoffcls
former feclings.

It now appears to be the great geet anchsr of our
opponents to eudeavour to perfuade you that Mr.
Adams in sl his public aéts bas purfued the fyflem
adopted by his predeceflor general WasniNcFoN;
and that the latter, in his letter, notifying his ac-
ceptance of the command of the army, has exprefied
n unqualified approbation of every &t of his admi-
niitracon, If you can be prevailed upon to believe
this, you are esfiiy impofed upon indeed. [ have al+
ready fhewn that upon poinms of great national con.
cern, they have purfued a different line of conduft,——
perticularly as to the miviTia—military eftablith-
ments,—and foreign intercourfe.—A view of the letter
alluded to will fhew inconteftibly that it relates avkolly
and folely to the conduét of the exccutive with refpett
to the then exifting differences between this country
and France. Permit me to ¢xhibit the letter to your
view. ;

¢ [t was not poflible for me to remain ignorant of,
or indifferent to, recent tranfaftions. The cornduét of
the direflory of Framce towards our country ; ther in-
fidious hottility to its governmens 5 their various prace
tices to withdraw the affeltions of the people from
it; the -evident tendency ‘of their aft, and thofe
of their agents, to .countenance snd invigorate op-
pofition ; sbeir difregard of folemn treatics and the
Jaws of nations; their war upon our defencelels com-
merce ; their treatment of our minifters of peace ;. and
their demand amounting to tribute ; could not fail o
excite in me correlponding fentiments with thofe my
countrymen ‘have fo generally exprefled in their af-
feQionate addrefies to you, Believe me, Sir, no one
can more cordially -apprave of the wife and prudent
meafures of your adminittration. They ought to in-
fpire univerfal. confidence, sod will, no doubt, com-
bined with the Rtate of things, call from congrefs fuch

. . laws and means as will enable you. to meet 2be full .

"T'he right of eleftion is the very-eflence of our con-. :
fitution ¢—and the free and onbiafled exercife of that.

.. xight iz'the fource and fecurity of every. other right and..

JSerce and exten? of tke crifss. - ; ,
Satish®d, therefore, that you have fincerely wifhed
and endeavoured to avert war, and exhaufled, to the
llﬁ_.dtop. the cup of recontiliation, we can with pule‘
hears appeal to Heaven for the juflice of our caunfe.”
Every fentence.of the Jetter proves my.opinion to be
juft :—thst it relates f/ely 1o our difputes with France.
‘Gpeaking of the meafures of adminiftratian, “he fays
*¢ they ought;to infpire univerfel confidence;. snd will,
na doubt, combined with the Rate-of things, call from..-
congrefs, fisch 3lavs and means o8 will enable yoa to:
megt t@e.xiﬂu'f‘)!'u and extent of , the crifis."—~WWhat -
erifif:dick ho allode to 1—~Undoubtedly, the..expeQed..

rupture with Frunce,
with pure heaits agcpeal to Heaven fur the juy
our csufe,” is it oot evidently in rtf:r:ncc‘m 2

ths litels of Callender.

own, and not the echo or infufion of other men, ez.
cept a part of the arguments on the alien arc feditn

_violsted -but with his wrath?

-incapacitations, tend only to beget babits of :17

Ard when be fi 5,
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with France, in cafe the event thould ha .
dour mut compel the admiffion that afmfmfe'"'
relation to the alien a&, or any other petticular .am
government,  Moreover, “it thould be rememp L
that at the time this letter was wriiten, Mr Adma
had been only fisteen months in office ; and t;ut ﬁ'm‘
that period, fome of the moft dlarming efls of oy
vernment have been pafled. The fedition 2t o
the five milllons eight per cent. loan, without iy
favourite a&s of the prefidens, were paffed (ub
to the date of that letter. It is needlefs

dcub(’
Tequen;
to be more

I believe three fourths of the ople of Amer
proved of ail thofe meafures oIP:dl:niniRnr?oT::b;d;

had fincerely for their obje@, the fettlement of gy

differences with France, or any other B
u
power: and when France rejefted our oﬂ-m":’oi':l‘:.

gatiate,- aLL united i the opinion that_it way pecef.
fary to put the country in s proper ftate of ‘defence.
This is known to have been my opinion degideq!

. Hence it follows that Mr. Key is wiftaken a'hec{:
tells you that the .voice of Wathington, sifing y

nee.

were from the grave, approved what -Ajr, D»“""d[::;t

furee and condemns. L concurred in opinicn wik
general

WasHington.=~How fer- the immomy
WasnincTon and Mr. Key bzmgﬁ,,dg,,m; oy

poltics, YOURERY WELL KNOW,

. Mr. Key is equally miftaken when he tells ycnv thar

my wifionary publicstion is chiefly extra@led trom the
works of Wirginia demccrats, and that ¢he fubﬁn;;
of the whole is to be found on the files of ‘the Auron
and in the'libels of- Callender. The fubflance of m:

addrels 7s not 12 be fourd cn the files of the Aurra, or ix

The opinicns and obfery
which 1 had lubmitted to your ccnﬁdcraticn“ﬂ:l:;

afls, which were given asa quotation; and which
are the arguments of the learned, virtuces, aud truly
previctic Mr. Maopison.  They cannot be retued by
th: Liveraci of the world.  His works ouyhtto be
in the hands of every true American, and lover of his
courtry, It theuld form = part of our rotrricat
CREED. . )

Some men think all arguments wifenary which affrs
and vindicate the R1GHTs Or Man,  Mr, Pitt has ge.
clired bis opirion that thofe arguments are «ificrary
which affert the dotrine of the fovercignty of the peo-
ple, and that thofe who maintain” that dolrine are
the enemiz=s of the human race. I am midakes if
many of our opponents do not coincide in oginicn
with him.— )

Mr. Key next makes a charge of irreligion agsind
Mr. Jeflerfen ; and to prove it he has extrafed three
lires from his notes on Virginia. Thefe do not fup.
port the charge. Mr. Key is again miftaken; ard as
it'would be doing viclence to probability to impuie
his miRake to ignorance, reflpe@ for his chara&tes ic.
duces me to believe that he has mever read the whole
of that valuable work. I will give the paffage rclied
on by Mr. Key, with a few preceding and fubfequers
fentences ;—a fhort extraé from the 237th pagei—
and a part of the preamble to the aét tor eftablifhic
teligious frecdom, drawn up by Mr. Jefferfon, sud
patled by the legiflature of Virginia, Thele wil
lgisfy any impartial man that the charge is unfcund-
€

Mr. Jufferfon in the 2318 page of his notes, meker
thefe obiesvations. ¢ The error feems not fufficients’
ly, eradicated, that the operations of the mind, 1.
well as the u€is of the body, sre fubjed to the coerci-
on of the laws. But our rulers can bave no authorily

-—overfuch-natural rights only as we have fubfhitted 0

them. ‘The rights of confcience we never fubmitied,
we could not fubmit. We are anfwerable for them®©
our God. The legitimate powers of government exterd
to fuch aéls only as are injuricus to others. Bul it
does me no injury for my vcighbour to fay there are
twenty Gods, or no God.  Jt neither picks oy
pocket nor bresks my leg. I it be faid, his teflimery
i a court of jultice cannot be relied on, rejectit
then, and be the figma on him:. Cosftraintms]
make him worfe by making him a hypoerite, bet #
will never make him a truer man, It may fir BB
obftinately in bis errcrs, but will pot eure thec.
Reafon aud free ingoiry are the cmly efic@ual agesis
sgainft error.. Give a loofe to them, they will fep
port the true religion,. by bringing every falfe oot @
their tribunal, to the teft of their inveltigation. They
are the natwral enemies of error,"and of error orlys

Had not the Romsn government permitted free iic
quiry, chriftianity could never have besn introe
duced, &c.” « -

- In the 337th page, we find the following reparkt:
—«¢ Can.the liberties of & pation” be thought fecvi®
‘when we havé removed their only firm bafis, 8 €6
viftion in_the. min?s,of the people thst thefe lﬂi;"’"
are of the gift.of God? That they are ©O

P Todead 1 drebl 7
ey country auhen I efed that Ged i juft 2, that bis b
cannct fleep for every &e oo L re,
Extra& irom the aé for efablifhing religioat SOy
dom. * WsLL aware that Almighty ““

¢fuated the mind free; thay. sl “agtempts 0 “ﬂ.“‘i‘ﬁ
it by temporal-punithments or burdens, o, by ‘,ify
in

snd preannefy, and are s depariore from e beiry

the HOLY AUTHOR OF OUR WILIGION:

.goup both. of body snd mind, yet chofe pot £9 P’S‘

pagate it. by . coercions ‘on ¢i;‘hes, ni w'"P“’ ;
migh wer to do ;. -that .the.impict iy
.of chﬂgowr;fmd rulers, civil as well'as ecdtga“"
who, - being. themfelves_buf§fallible-sad iy
men have. affumed ddminifnbeer ihe- faitho

’ .




