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{  Frirow CiTizENs, e
§ YT now remains co make s few remarks on the atts
| relnting to provificnal armies.

The conflitution provides that ¢ congrefs
Jare power 1o saife and fuppoit armies.” An ad
o juled in Mey, 1798, authorifing the prefident of the
United States to raife a provifional army. This a&t
firesthe prefident power ¢ in the event of a declaration
of war sgaint the United States, or of a€tual invafion
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1 tnger of fuchrinvafion, difeevered in bis opinion ts
before the nexe feffion of ‘congrels, to caule to be en-
lited and .to call into aftual fervice, a2 number of

oy

R

The {ame 2&t

;1o not exceeding threé years.”

within three years, after the paffing of the af, if in bis
airicn the public intereft fball require, to accept of any
apary er companies Of volunteers either of ardiilery,
avalty or infantry, who may affociate and offer

a
:
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shofe commifficned officers the prefident iy autherifed to

per, within two years after be fball accept the fame.”
By thie a&t the power vefted by the conftitution in

¢
£
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| recefity and propriety of raifing this army, and of

4 the namber of which it fhall confift, provided the

§ ay reftriftion as to the number cf volunteers; and

{ 13, and as they are jiable to be called on to do mi-

A
proper, within two years afier he fhall accept their
| fewices, it may be truly faid, that he has an un-

wount he may think proper, to bs commanded by
eficers o} his own appointment and to do fuch fer-
vices as he, as commander in chief, fhall direct.
Tiefe volunteers cannot be confidered in any other
light than s fele&@ bodies of militia ; and as by this

the appointment of militia officers.”

war lhould break out between the United States ond
1Preign Buropean power, or in cafe imminent den-
gerof invafion of their territory by any fuch pawer

and caule to be raifed in addition to the other milita.

graater number of - volunteers than 45,0c0 men.
s a® alfo the power vefted by the
congrefs ¢ to raife armies” i
the prefident ; and he is made the fole judge of the
neeefiity and propriety of raifing this army. The
PWer 1o raife armies muft be confidered :s among

By

conftitution in

tansferred by the legiflature to the executive migif
";!2. who already poffefled as much as“the frame:s
of aur conflitution thought proper to intrult to him.

iflatiye power cannot, conftitutionally be tranf-

Sered,. The perple. of the Uhnited States by their
conftitutis

ton have vefted -ull legiflative power in con-
-%ﬁfsrz s and by them onlp can it be Jawfally exercifed.
Jhis transfer” of ‘powkr from the legifbative to the
txcutive,—frgm the whole to a part; is as danger-
% 0410 liberty .
‘&g‘! Pawver than is given. to it’ by ~the conftitution.
e 7'.“_HS',anygmhtéblb'.tiihsfcr of power. fhould
& _.zi"':n?hm wade, no” flid > realin can peffibly be
B} g ‘emergency, . expericnce hs proved (if 2
,_‘{:Ebl_ ever could have be}:;\'_, ferioufly afcimincd)( that "
oot warranted by ‘the particular crifis which
 gavy blrti.x}to it.-+ The general [officers, I belicve,
:?;‘?tg ifted; but na atempt was made, to raife a
*Din of the' grovifiwal-army. direfied” by the act of
JE’OE the provifional augmentation of fwenty-
= % Fegiments, - ,-{bgli':w‘.;,i there was pot-an officer
g ;’;Nh“‘ d, or-ayman¢hfifter . Qne' redfon sllcged
gt :friends of theft, xtaordinary 40h wis
- m&i“=w§m@}&:i énce ~:Economy in"public
W porelladvin privatetlife; js fat” all times laudable.
B e 783 evfom bl e, picafiaced of, government,
q?1=313it /economy’

. u;‘;';,f‘,f‘,ﬁ" ;it:will;x:?gﬁ"h“
[ - cp, eretihire finhidir delibecationys 50 il
g OP% 4naalheis damgiien e ha.aeihg, of the United”
c’leejdgitito‘rjal re-
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I foch an 28X MR jaftified-by a great and '

" wis, the ~

giments of mfantry'. and fix troops of light dragoém

were dire€ed to be raifed, to ferve during the con-~

tinuance of the exilting differences between the U-
nited States and the French republic, unlefs fooner
difcharged.—By another a&, of the fame feffion, the
prefident was authorifed to torrow, for the public
¢ five mullions of doilars, without any limi:a-
tion of iatereft. ‘This loan was afterwards obtained
at the enormous intereft of eight per cent.  The bill
was cerried through the houfe of reprefentatives
without any limitation as to the fum to be borrowsd,
but the fenate concurring with the minority, they

polfefled an almoft unlimitted and dictatorial power
wver the purfe and the fword. A power vefted by

rigitfully exercifed by any other authority, When

it ought certainly to excitethe vigilance and anxious
jealouly of a free people. An abufe of power is
common to all governments, though much lefs fo
in a republic than in any other kind. Conftant

true, to fay, that virtue itfelf has need of limits ?

check to power.” .
It has been contended by the friends of adminif-

crifis of 1768 ltis alfo conten.ed by fome that
congreis are juftifiable upon any great emergency in

conftitation if they fhall deem it expedient for the

the body. According o this declamation, it would
ing of the emergency, may deem it expedicat to
violate ¢ne article of the conflitution, they may at 2

cle; and thus may they break duwn every barrier
which the wifdom of the conftitution has reared
againft the encreachment of power.,

When the refult of the late miffion to France was
krown, and it appered that the dire@ory, inftead

verfally prevailed that it was ueceffary to put the

rulers, :
In addition to the meafures already enumerated,
the prefident was empawered, fhonid. he deem it

ftitarion ard Conftellation to he mannad and em-

cxceeding twelve, to be armed, fitted out and man.
ed under his dire®ion.—He was rutherifed to accept

fize which he fhould approve. Thefe veflels were
to be of the following rates: fix of them not exceed-
ing eighteen guns each ; twelve, not lefs than twen-

the maft important powers of legiflation ; yet it is ty ur exceeding twenty four guns each; and fix not and 1797.

lefs than thirty-two gus each. He was alfo autho-
rifed, ifeke thought groper, to caufe ten fmall veflels
to be built or purchafed and to be manned and equip-
ped as gallies or otherwife. )

At the enfuing fefion fix fhips of not lefs than
feventy-four guns each “and fix {loops: ot war, of a
fize'not” exceeding eighteen- guns in addition to the
naval force before duthorifed, were direfted to be
built under the orders of the préfident.—Hence large

» a3 an.aflomption by the whole, of appropriations of money became neceffary :—and our rulers,
on. hence the neceflary-fupplits for the prefent and two |

laft years, excced the revenues of the United States’
for thofe years many milfions of dollars.

tary of the treafury, I cannot fay with precifion what
were the fums neceffary for the fervice of the year
17¢8. * But it hasalready been thewn that by-an a&
p'ag'ed in that yéar the prefident was dire@ted to bor-
row 5,600,000 of 'dollars, and a dire@ tax of two
millions was laid on lands, -houfes and flaves. 'The

whole amount of cxpénditures for that year muft .

therefore have been great.  In 1799, according to a.
report from -the fecxetary. of the treafury, the foms .
necefary for the Tupport of the military department, ,
including Indian expences; and for the navy depart-:
ment ¢xceeded feven’ milllons, /- The. committee of -
ways and_means reported 44,
neceflary. Tupply

+for ‘theprefent. year, agreeably to

‘the“eftimaté of  the fecretrey, of the trealury .Wyas.
“rs,39%t034 dolfari. andy, G %n Jbut. r,&{z&ps

11600,000 dollars on ‘prsdunt.qf the {ufpenfion of
N B bl P :

Not having in pofieflion the report from the fecre- .

that the amount of the'; ratlon af dotesele: oy o -

. E N
further enlitments in the army, and:s fufpenfion ‘of:
building the fix feventy-four gun fhips for the  prefent.
year, .would leave a fum to be provided for, of
13,793.034 dollass and 11 cents. To meet this “ex-
penditure che veceipts of the prefent year were eftis
mated at g,jui,258 dollars g1 cents,  Deduft this
reverue from the atorefaid expenditure would leave =
fum tu be provided for, above the revenue of the pre.
fent year of 4,491,775 dollars snd Go cents, - There
remained in the treajury of the laft year's sppropriati-
on 2,150,377 dcllars and 1o Tenta: but as part of this,
would be wanted for contratlsyet remaining due, not.

of their territory by a foreign. power, or of imminent fucceeded in limitting the fum to five millions. more than cue million would be left on band towards .
exiff Withour this reftriétion, the prefident would have this year’s expenditure, which dedufted would leave

a balance to be procured over and above the revenue.
of 3,491,776 dotlirs and 6o cents.” The commitree

waorsot exceeding 10,000 mea; to be enlified for the conftitution in congrefs, and which cannot be fubmuttzd @ refolution to the heule to suthorife the

prefident.to procure by losn for the fervices of the

slaprovides, ¢ that in additicn to the aforefaid nem- 2 transter is made of fuch extraordinary and new  prefint year the fum of 3,500,000 withcut limitation
berct troops, the prefident is empowered, af any time  pewers to one of the three branches of government, of intereft, which was acopted.

How farthele eftimates were aétually appropriated
and expended is pot matesial to inquire.  The refuit
is-that there las been an” increale of thé public debt
in the two laft years, according to a letter from the

temfelves for the fervice, who fhall be armed, cxperience teaches us that every man invelted wich lecretary of the trealury to Mr. Grifwold, chairman‘
¢oahed and equipped at their own expence, and power is apt to abufe it. ¢ Is it not frange, thomgh of » commitiee o} the koufe of reprefentatives, ot

the furm of 3,925,201 dollars and 48 cents.  Add to

apint 5 who fhall be liable to he called to do mili- To prevent the abuie of power, it is neceflary, that, this fum the loan direéted to be procured for the fer-
{ ary duty at any time the prefident fhall adjudge pro. by the very difp fition of things, power fhouid be a vices of the preient year, and it will make the in-

cresfe of the pubiic debt in the prefent and two leit
years 7,425,201 dolfars and 48 cents ~If it is a found

A congrelt  to raife armies” is.by them transferred to  tration, that thefe extraordinary inveftments of pow. maxim that a progreflive accumulation of debe maft-
the prefident ; and he is made the fole judge of the erin the exccutive magiftrate, were juftified by the ultimately endanger all gavernment, where |s lhs\ fe-

curity for the permanency of our own ?
We have been told that the national debt was lefs

rgnlars fhall not exceed 10,000 men; but without commiuing a breach of a pirticalar asticle of the on the firt day of Juousry laft, than on the firft of

Janvary &7go.  ‘Fhis cannot be accprate; I will

{ wsthe prefident might acceps of the volunteers, at general welfare:—with the fame propriety that a prove it from the moft authentic documents.” By a
aj time within three years after the pafling of the = man may fuffer the amputation of a limb to preferve  report from Mr. Wolcott, fecsctary of the treafury,

rcad in the houfe of reprefentatives en the 2gth De-

Leary dutx, at any time the prefident (hall adjudge follow, that it congrefs ac any parucuiar crifis. judg. cemkber 1796, the public debt un the 14 day of Janu-

ary 1790 was 75,414,427 dullars 2nd 97 cents.—And
on the 1lt day of Jaruary 17g1 it was 77,361,428

Imitt=d power for five years to raife an army to any future period deem it expedient to violate amsther arti- doliars 70 cents —According t0 3 report trom Mr,

Hamilton, late fecretary cf the treafury, on the 1&t
dry of January 1795, the public debt was 79,424,668 _
dollars and 7 cents,.— By Mr. Wolcoit’s report, berore
alfuded to, on the 1it day of J#nuary 1796 it ex-
ceeded B83,cco,cco doilare. Combine thefe flate.

# pawer i3 given to the prefident to appoint their of manifeiting a difpofition to fetdle the exifting dif- ments with the increafle of the public debt during Mr.
comifioned oficers, it violates that part of the ferences betwesn the two countries had treated our Adams’s adminiftration, as before fizted, and ic mey-
eottitution which ¢ referaes to the flates refpe€lively envoys with indignity and infuit, an opinion uni- then be afked with what colour of truth can it be

faid that the public debt has been diminifhed fince the

By another aft paffled in Murch 1799, giving ccuntry in a flate of defence. As to the nature and yezr 1701 All thefe doeuments are now before me,
tistual authority to the prefident of the Unied extentcf the defence which the crifis required, a snd may be feen by any perfon who may wifli to fa.
Stttes to augment the army, he is authorifed in cafe grest variety of opinion prevailed amonglt our tisfy himfelf by occuiar demnanilradon,

1 have no
doubt of their accursey ¢ If they contain errors, they
are the errors of the fecretarier, not mine.

Having fhewn that the public debt on the 1t day

tall, ix b5 opinien, be difcoversd 1o exiff, to orgarize expedient, to caufe the frigates United Stares, Con- of Jenuvary 1795 excerded 75,000,000 ¢ that on_the

firt day of Junuary 1796, it nad increafed, and that

1y force of the United States twenty-nine regiments :  ployed.—He was anthorifed and empowered to caufe during the prefent and the two laft years it has been
ut by this ‘att he is enjoined not to accept dt a to be built, purchafed or Lired a number of veflels not svgmented many millions : no man 1n his fenles cant

believe that on the 1t day of January 1800 it was
reduced to 7o,600,000. What the amount. of the

s by them. transferred to by way of loan twelve more veffels of 2 model and debt was on the tft day of Jannary 1797 and 1798-

does nat appear by any flatement that 1 have feen 3
but it will not be pretended that the diminution,.if
any, cculd have been confiderable in. the years 1996
) The reimburfement of twg per centum
on the flock bearing an immediste interet of “fix per
cent. under the aét of March 17g¢ could not make
the difference of a million and a bait in thofe years.

Unfortunately for America there are too many
among us who think all thole meafures fight;e=wha
advocate not only all the s&s compleined of, but who
fhew a ftrong predile@tion for ftanding armies and-per. .
manent apd expenfive navies. They telf us they mgft
be right, 23 they have heen palled “by 8- majority..of
It iz true thae they have been: sdopted
and fan®ioned by the higheft _c,onﬂixuxion}:l .sttharity
of, the people ¢ bur this.does not proye .the. propriety -
-or _p&policy of thofe mealures. ,’_I‘h_e.deci_ﬁ,o;ﬁé‘t}{
ma?:ro'::y can no mose alter fss, pr refute arguments ~
than the decifion of. & court can change. the immutahle
pinciples of reafgna. - i S SOl

I do not mean to enter {nto s difcuffion of ‘the quef.
tion how far the maintaining.a asvy.by . the U‘i“‘l
States, and to what extent, is, di&ated “by found ‘po-
licy. One reBeflion muft have occutred to ercry
map of obfetvation ¢, that it has-increaled soo. zapidly .-
. and:far beyond, the s&nal -feength. of our fi Qgg;;lf-.:
s fironger pof” was. neceflaty,; thag’ the Sency SF
fulpending. . the .building .1the. “of _fix fevesty:fanr-
gan thips, i5.may.be (opnd Jdu the direet, tax of two.

millions, and the, fve millions Joan withgns poy. l;i_ﬁie—
el o e

ey g el
'~ 1 havp already gleen the.reafony. of, mi'mr ,,,“-‘-‘f*"’m.."’ '
,upq'od%xb:;?éﬁ!}éawﬁ’ wl, nl:&l;)du’tﬁ ’
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