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Tre following oration, delivered by the author, Mr. iiol is felf-intereit. yield to the mandates of p'atroxifrﬁ; m&‘wﬂ‘b}"wm he~is-attacked to the
g Henfrn Thomas, one of the graduates at the in obedience to which every perfonal confiderstion of Jand of his bisth muft necefurily decreafe  In cafe

commescemen: held on the gth inft. at St. Jchn's

cllege, for conferring degrees of Bachelor of Arts,
% Fug;jf‘:.c;’. at the requeit of fhc Prefident of the
Gerate, the Sprzker of the Floufe of Delegates, and
s number of the members ot the legiflature.

An ORATION on PATRIOTISM, - 17683.
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] i3 cf my fhort oblervation upon this topic,

ple that Jargusge whicn Jrrult will ever beo
te American charalter, the pure lan.
gazsof finzerity. T'oo young to have yetacquired the
{r2il ait of adulation, er perhaps to know the full ne.
¢f a diffem~ing policy, it is to be hoded that I
Yoo Drtunate in aldretling mylelf to enwudience why
gncreer the heaoft paber truth to the vaia tiniel
i and can nake 2 liberad ellanance for the
Jour of juvenile fentimenis. oo
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order and reguliarity, and 16 etns
Rin@ions.=Petrintim hes almett
werd of anarchy and reteilion. la
o devoted pare of the old werid the facred title of

r coun-
itle has besn claimed exclufively by the cif~
» the fu&tinus end fiditious ;—by men, the
' of whofe patriotifin is ¢ifpleyed in efforis 1o
heir own gosernment, o profitnte the interells
£ own country, and to promste civil trodls and
. Sach voraries true patriodifm abhors and
; nor ¢an fhe vies withcur detedlazizn their
vded cfivrings,  The igirit of real petrictifm een-
but 1 a noble and difinteretied love ¢f courtry, which
Fesduies da the pofivifor a conftant d=€re w0 promors,
ty all jaft wzzrs, the genesal happine(s.  Whoever
pallefies cliis defire, however lowly his eflate or hem-
biz his firwatizn, . may bz pronounced & genuine pa-
tior. Jt me? exiit in every rank and deparrment cf
22d dife, and ay Le evificed by exeriions as
¢ a5 thire arc ¢ifferent fpheres of afhicn. The
it farnier, Wb by his patient and peaceful labours
keips to ifLfe the bleffings of plenty, the indultricus
me.dizpic, who increales the conveniencies of living,
2 every min, however private his avocation, whole
gereral conduét tends leither to allevizte the mileriss
¢r promote the good of fociety, is as equally entitied
>r his patrictifm to' a proportionate fhare of public
ellezm, ax the able Qacefman or enterprifirg warrior,
S:und wifder. as well as joltice, difclainis the illi-
bﬂﬂ' policy which would confine the poffeflion of this
tercic vinue 1o thefe only who ere arged by’ their
retlels tempers, or compelled by the duttes of cfce,
L engage bufily in na:ional concerns. Wifdem alfo
teaches us, with an earneilnels highly deferving at-
tention, 1hat-the pradlice of religicus virtuss is eflen-
Uislly neceffary ta the happinefs, if net to the very ex-
Hience of focial'union ; and it therite inculcates, what
Bauld be for ever impreed on cnr.minds, that no
man, however'ferviceable accident may have rendered
2D, or however glorious. his talents may be, does
Pfiefs the real fpine of ‘patriotisa, ‘whofe ufual tenor
O morsly i3 not conformable, to the ftandard of te&ti-
!‘Jdt.. "For how can we believe that the man, who
In his private deportment fhall have evinced 1.com-
mon difrepard of" all virtue, ‘can feel the pure Aame ot
Wat vifrue whefe trials are'often moft arduous and feo.
eie 1 Cin he, whotin his dom®fio foncerns has ne<

gieed jhe patural tien,of kindred and family, be jof<

rr‘?Wf“?d Lenfible of His obligations €& foctety B Can
ba¢ dadiyidyad, whoiharhseti everdevoted to diffipation
#0d: fenfusl pleafures;- of theixvaricious being, .whofd

pleafure and interett is to-be facrificed to public good ?
Common fenfe replies no; “nor can it perceive any
good reafen why the man of immotal life, who has
defpifed the duties which he owes to religion and to
his God, fhzuld ever be thought capable of difcharge-
ing, with integrity and purity of mutive, the duties
which he owes to his country. But, my audience,
amidtl the bufy and turbulent fcenes which are fome-
times exhibited in the world, the voice of common
fenfe is frequently filenced and overcome by the more
pawer'ul pleadings of pafiion and prejudice.  In judge-
ing of the public virtue of men there Las been a habit

of collificn of intdWeft ,between” the community to
which he belongs and a fcreign power, it is argued)
that, even if heis not treactérous, he will at leatt be
found wavering when he ought tv be 8@irg :—~Thag
he will be engaged in {ettling the tender for pl: of
confcience, and difcufiing with himfelf the right of
the parties, when the voice of patriotifm loudiy calls
him 0 arms and to bettle. . Althcugh zn abfolute
rule npon this fubjeét cannat perhaps be properiy efta-
biithed, yet it muft be confcffed, thar the diforderly
and clamourons {pirits, who in the prefent convulied
ftate of fociety have proved themtelves unfic fubje@s

a'wars too commen, cof omitting every cenfideration _for any government, have been moft of them vickn

of private cheratter. 'I'nis is a tpurious generofity,
unfrended in reafon, snd which, when long con-
tinued, muflt tend to promote an entire corruyion of
the body politic. A defire of the good opisicn and
appiaufe of our fellow-citizens, whether ingrafted in
our patare or fuggeiied by felf.interell, is almolt uni-
verfzl,  When the gratthcation of this defire is made
greatly to depend on our meral congud, it has a pro.
per influence to encourege the ghod and deprels the
diffoluze. © But when in ditibuting the defirable
Jaurels of patrictiim, the courie of our decrees holds
cut an idea that virtue isnot an eJential recommenda-
tion to public eficem and graritude, we remove one
of the [frongeft barriers to vice, and avery general
indutenent w posdnoly, Lev every friend to virwe
then be cautfousof prodituting, from {elfifli-or poli-
tical matives, his applaufe and regard to men, whole
lives cr whofe principles are at war with morality and
reiigion,  Dzcept the infivential Chriflicn, whofe
aflicne datingly 2=d fsgitioufly contradiét his pro.
feliang, it isimpofible perhaps that there can exitt in
human fhare an enamy, ulimately {o malignant to
public order znd happinely, as the infidel whom either
rapk, fortune or talents, may encuic to propagaie his
orinisns. Secha man may be cniitlsd o cur tharks
for temporary fervices, but upon no confideraticn
fheuld he te ever honoured as a patricr, i as much
as 0 goed he can do will counterbalance the evil 2nd
horrid tendency ¢f Mis principles.  Ler thefe who are
Gifpafed to doubt the jullice of this rule corfider the
dirzful cenfequences which muit enfue, whenever the
provalence ot infideiity becomes general in a courtry,
In fearching for exaniplss they need nct turn their
eves to diftant zges 2ud remerte perieds in hifery:
France impediately rifes to view—France—formerly
the ¢ bright demain ¢f gentle menners,” refncment
and hofputality, now a ferceisus mongier in iniquity,
a purpled vortex of injuftice and mifery, a dreadicl
pifture of what every nation muft be whea it s in-
duced profanely to deltroy the temples of holy worthip,
and to deride the facred volume of life.

¢f éver being prevailed upon 1o confer the honours of
prriodim upon mar, avowing tenets like thofe which
siiited to change a civilized and polite people intoa
Lorde of favages, we fhould rather regard them as ob-
je&s of fcorn ard virtucus execration. On the con-
trary, the “fame policy diftates that we reverence, as
worihy and valuabic patriogs, all thofe, who by fin-
cerely pieaching the feblime Ieﬂ'or,saof (;hri(tiap mo-
rality, inculcate truthis receffary and‘lmportan: to
every polirical {ocicty, and thus promote our temporal
as weil es eternal weifare.  In the view I have taken
of my {ubjeft, my hearsrs, it appears neither expe-
dient nor juit that the trump of tame fhould only an-
nounce to the world and pofterity the decds of am-
bitizus warricrs and fztefmen, that it fheuld enly be
founded to heap glory on ths claimants who figure in
the bold and noify purfuits of life, while the more
ufeful fervices of quiet merit are forgouen cor nes
2leted. The ingenious teachers of wifdom, and the
votarics of fcience, who by their literary exerticns
have much improved the public manners and under-
ftanding, have cofiferred benefits more imporiant in
my cltimation to their countrymen, than all’ the
folendid atchievements of 1%: afpiting - congueror.
With this impreffion” it is that [ would raife monu-
ments and weave crowns of honour to the memory of
an Addifon, while the name of an Alexsiider might
fink into the pool of oblivion.  Addifon, by the ele-
gant efforts of whofe pen more morsl refinement was
perhaps produted, than the lapfe of another century
would of itfelf have aficaied, fhould affame & rank
among the wifelt of-. patriots; while the exploits
of the Macedonian chief, and the numerous léaders
wha. bave facrificed jultice and their couatry’s peace
to - their own ambitign, [hould be no where recoraed
but-in the lift of plundering and Jawlefs invaders:

. Ithas been 2 queflion; my refpeQable’ andiesce, to
_whieh-fome modern incidents have given confequence,
whether or no. the dutlesof patriotifmr are sot in.fomg
.degree inconfiltent with the fpirit of philanthtopy !
:‘In.widcnin;‘»zhe'ch:mnel'df. the- ftredin it may beob-
tferved That ity rapidity Tealways diminithed ; and ju-
digtous-perfons - have’ confidesed, thar amid®t the ge-
neril benevolence whieh™ the <philahthropltt prafefiet,
and . the! multiplicity of condefns:iwhicl e Jelby the

Infiead then

pretenders to philantbrupy, It alinod indeed appear$
to be an article in the counterfeic philofophy of which
the age has besn fo fraitful, to love dny other ¢ untry,
t> admire any other political uricn, and to ellecm
any other climate but cur own. ‘The difcinles of this
chrmerical philofophy, whafe patristifm 15 fuck ¢raz
the moft nifling diffatisfaétion can indu.e them to
emigrate from thzir native foil, are zererally chicried
on urial to be haunted by the demon of difcortent in
every fituation. Iultead of deferving the utle of
citizens of the world, they are rather tound to te out-
Jaws, unfricndly to focial hagpinels and crder: In-
fead of bring real philacthropilts, their eharity eva-
porates in the fume of words, and they are diftovered
to be entirely void of thofe aétive virtues which czn
alone rendec benevalence extenfively ufeful, 'The pre-
{ent century has however been iilumined by ozne bright
inftance of exalted worth, who combined 1n a menner
a3 glorious as wonderfol all the excellencies of phi-
lanthropy and patriotifm, While difinreretted gocdnefs
continues to heve an admirer, the memory of the hu-
mane Howard will ever be cherifhed end refpetled.
Although we cannog bealt, my friends, that this ged-
like charaller was cur countryman, yet America, in
common with all :rankind, is bound to honcur the
rame of him whv evinced himfelf ¢ 2 friend 1o every
ciitme, a parriot of the world,” [ rejoice thar the la-
bours of this excellent perfonzge vers of fuch ¢ ndture
as render it preper in-adicourie on patrictifm to pay
him the fmall tribute of my apolaufs and reversnce.
For, if the great part of a leng lite {pért in relieving
not only the ordirary woss of the diltrefled, butin
fuccefsfully profecuting the moft arduous ichemes to
meliorate the conditicn of aflifed captiviry, and
thereby performing the moft benizn fersicis o un-
fortunate thoufands of the prefent race in Great-Bri-
tein, and periaps to millions of pofterity ; it all this
Gan cntitle a man to the efteem of his countrymen,
then fhculd England be preud to regard, in the late
Mr. Howard, onet of the nobleft of her fons, and a
gzm of iceltimable valve. To obtain information
how he might beft condu his crizinal plan of bene-
volence at home, and a@uated too by frelings of unie
verfal charity, this great and indefatizable patriot
vifited the moft difmal manfions of pain and forrow
throughout all Europe, and furveyed all the dreary
fcenes of mifery and depreffion, even in the very
northern wilds of Ruffia,  Wherever he went, he ap-
peared like an angel” of mercy fent forth to difperfe
the evil fpirits of guilt, celamity, and ficknets: The
widow, the orphan, and the wretchsd tenants of dun-
geons and prifons, hailed his arrival, and blefled h m
as he pafled; while, like the induaftrious bes, who at
every fiight returns laden with materials to work upon,
Mr. Howasrd, "in whofe breaft the amor patriz was
always predcminant, tame back, furnifhed by every
journéy with a frefhi fund of knowledge and obferva.
tion, which he emplcyed to promote the moft lauda-
ble improvements in his native land, and to inftruct
his countrymen in his favourite objeds of humanity.
Here is s {ublime example of patriatic virtue, which
exhibited in the fingular though truly pious mode that
it was, we canpnot hope will often have an imitator §
but which, my friends, is furely worthy of a grateful
mention,- énd fhould frequemly be prefented to the
recolle@lion of an admiring world. o i
In defeanting on the noble lové of country, were 1
to confider it as peculiar alone to countries under par-
ticular modei of government or circGmfidaces of fitnas
tion, the notion would be highly unjut aud illiberal.
Nature haé impirted thé geneious flame to her chil-
dren of every region ; and,-though difficulties of von-
dition may deprefls it in lome courtries; yet it can
never be entirely extingdifhed but by = total depravity
‘'of heart and corruption of ‘morals. Tt is 1he infoerce
‘of this flame’ which attrifls the fivage to his native
deferts and the tsibe’ In which he has lived ; snd it is
‘this which would render the really good man a faith-
“ful citlzén, had he been ban a fabje& even to'Tarkith
“defpotifm.and rigour, It will” &ét be preténded bow-
‘ever but that 'the incitément to ‘patriotic’ déeds muft
be muck fixdnge ‘among‘a péople  whofe freedom ard
Vﬁgﬁh'!'iﬂ;e;g}o;é_&td’ by law, than in aland where

every thibg s fbje&t to thé will of “an arbitrary fod
vercign: ' In:the edrly ‘sged of Greéée 1nd Robne,

whed fhofé Gations bostted fo Tushr of theif iberryy
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