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m it i unaccountable  fo ‘calcnlatéd or not? 1anfwer demded
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: inined, with fréedom,  the" fe- lar fouﬁpomnt.n Ag gi,n-—-*ww iv the. i  for td one twentieth part of our. inhabitangs’,
vn chara&er I examin | wy .ﬂldgdttd to b$ P'
{ént to the feveral county courts in the {ame rhanper 28

- a5 of the'ekclufion Bill, now depending for
| nagrambz:loﬂ or mjeéhon before the fenate; and en-

dvotired to prove, that fuch part of it as ¢nacted,-

eitartf dny perfan holding 4 ry office of truft or profit
idem this flates fha!l take his feat in congrcfs, and not
ﬁgng (wnthm thirty days’ atter notice of ‘his elec-
is office beld under’ this fare /bdlz’ be Doid,” ‘was
nmry 'to. lound’ policy,’ and in'violation of the con-
uunbn**of the' United “Stdces, which the members of
o feveral ate legillatiires, and all executive, and ju-
ad officers are %ound “iby ‘oath “br affirmation, to
4,. ort.  I'have ntnhmg further' to add on this fub-
s for, if the W "y and' amlgﬂuurlandrty of this
b 1on, 45 not apparent from a deliberate and dm=
ﬁdcranon of iy temarks, it wou.ld be b.ut g
ftlmc to add further atguments, i
Been alked, if it is repugnant to the conﬂ;ltu-
fon nf!:hz United States to impofe a forfeiture of ‘office
I 2 ﬂm oﬁccﬂr. who takes a: feat in qpngrefs, is ‘it
tequa,lly in vmlauon of that conftitution to.declare,
hat 1 member of our Jegiflature fhall forfeit his feat
jerein, if he takes a feat in congref(s ? Candour re;
uires me to admit, that every argiment, proving the
nronﬂltunonality of the former, applies to and/main -
iing the anconftitutignality of the latter ; and 1. have
o hefiration in giving my opinion, that they are alike
nfringements ot the genera} government. It .muft
ave been impofible for a man of difcernment to' have
ud my obfervations to-the general aflembly, without
wing this inference.:
Jtis ant contrary to the national ‘conftitutiod to pio-
’= pﬁu:rs of ‘the general government trom bemg in
leglllarurc or the council ;—-and found ‘policy and
ke public good require’ their exclufion. -
It is not repagnant o the federal, ‘o our ﬁate, cof’
ifution, .to exclude ftate officers from holding, at the
e tiinve, offices under congrefs ; but 1t 1s, in ‘my
dement, unj:fl and zmpa/xt::. -
There are four diltinét fubjets in the bill. Tm of
em, o wit: The exclufion of members of our legilla-
and officers of this ftate, from holdmg feats 1n
nsrcfs, are in: vw]atwn of the federal eonftitution .~
he third, to wit': The exclufion of fate officers from
“mational cmploynient; is contrary to reafon’ and
ﬁ&‘ﬂ I'he ﬁurrb, to wit £ The excldfion of pational

¥

,. from our lcglﬂal.ur:, and councxl, 15 pmlm(:,
wife. @

'l'hc honfe of delegates, howrvcr, hwe paﬂ'ed the

; bgt'not 3 fingic rclﬁm was - offered in' favour of

Mu a réafon, mdepcndcnt ?('lny I havc yet
avaured 'to gnforce, “wiy the" fenate fhoyld' give
3' if negative to the bill, to which' I rake the libert

pdraw, their particular attention) I maifitdin, that
| fonit& cannot affent toit, wirhout the plame& and

fpecigl power oufht to be certain tb.at they d?p untgt
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uneqqucnl violation of owr form of  governiment.
p‘ﬁlld my. opinion ona coafideration of the 4z2d ar-
g of the bill M rights, idnd the g5tk article of the
¥ y of govcmmcﬂt as reported by the commlttccg
. 'elmon. and' upon the” sgth g 6orh atcicles of
the form of covernment as finally eftablithed, '
IHI an, lmt;ntmvertlbk {aéty that the :.rdqﬁm bill
‘eﬂ: {effion, and  now: propofzd to be confirmed,
\qéﬁﬁd among, the Jarws of that feffon.  The
113, whether fuch a publlcauon. is accord-
; Jﬂ !hﬁ foirit and intention of, the dirc&mns in the
§9M meticle of the conftitution s and it appeas to me
m g bare, Rate of the que[bon camu ccm,vi&hon_
s ;H'Jt. (% g -
5 59& arti lc ﬂqclarel, Ve that the form of gos
FeMmbent, . ‘ind no’ part thereof, fhall he altered or
ady “Olcfﬂ a il fo'to alter or abolith fhall pafs
peral affembly, and be pubiifbed, at Jealt three
Woh a new leftion, qud fhall be confirmed
*’ ;mml affembly, after a yow elelt dap of dele-
she fir/? {effion gflcl’ fuch mew: elc jon,”
!‘n Goth asticle it is: promded ¢ that every Jaw
h Wﬂ‘i‘ip thé gcntul court office, of the
ﬂ‘ ern, ﬂ\m':p and,’ {w dub yimg, printed, publifhed
:‘ ﬂ.ﬁ-‘w&ﬂr ﬂ'h wtxfm' (0 the feveral couns
Mmr n.,lu.qh been hcrctofnre-
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the diftribution of thc lawy
under the provincial govcﬂl‘hﬂt‘i Ateorﬁng 10 the

pratice alluded to, the cowty % and every. juf- '-

tice of the. » had each l !
necéflary to be dl&hbuttd T

furmﬂmd wuh a copy of” the Jvu’

minifterial officeys; unmediat. qq;:cernt in t.he ad-
miniftration of jthie ‘public; jultice, afid the interpreta-
tion ‘of the 4ty of the I nmra*. te 'was therefore
a peculiar propriety i fuc‘h a d&ﬁnbutwq, with g view
to the Jewws, which lias mo exiltenc
tet ‘or'abolifh the conRitation is to become the {ubjelt
of univerfal dehbermon. I’ the litter infance every

hgn in the community was fo, bp the judge, whether jn

office or mot. The whole colleétive body of the peopls
are the arbiters, and fo intended o be. “The two. ptib-
lications, thcrefou:, have dlﬁ‘:n obj e&s in view, the
gratification of one of which rcquircl means fat more
extenfive than that of the other. Again—That thele

_publications were never confidered by the convention

as landing in any point of refemblance, is obyious from
this circamftance. The publication of & /aw is merely
direflory, and the om:ﬂicm fo_pablifh it, as direlled,
would not deprive it of the efficacy incident to an aét of
loﬁ:ﬂamn But the publicatlon :?a Bill to alter or abo-

the form of government, is & ¢ffential and :ﬂJﬁmfa-

ble.~~Withoyt 'it a confirmatiop ca,n mever take place,

and would be difregarded if attempted

Byt what is a3 bill to alter or ‘abolith the conﬂ:ltu-
tion 2 Js'it'w'aap, or has jt any of the ‘qualities of a
law ? It is no morg ‘than 'a propofition’ mad{ to, the
citizens of Maryland,: by th J:: who_ aré {peclally in-
trafted: for t}mt purpofe, i, order that it may be ac-
cepted or refufed, as thie public. opinion fhall incline.
Iz 18 not an aét of lcglﬂatmn, but a4 propol'al for the
confideration of the community, 19.virfue of a {pecial
dclcgatcd power, the mdft important, the moft difficule
of execution, and the moft dangerous and _delicate in
the exercife.” Such a rruft, vefted only from neceflity,
and involving in it canfiderations {0 momentous ty the
comufinpity, ought neverto.be cxtended by thofe, on
whom it has been devolved, xyond the. hmnta of the

authority clearly communicat The poffeflors of this

_ovm'lclp its boundaries. Thc&‘ought t6 be indi

bly afcertained that thcy ‘lrc létly Wlth}n ljlc fPhﬁfc
of it.

Is it"poflible for any man to {3y, ! t.hat in Ea.ﬁ'in g the
confirmatary act, now before the {enate, ¢ gemral

affembl have undoubwd suthgeity ¢ It muft be con-
ceded tﬁ

cation of the bﬂl has been f

ﬁltlltlnn ,;eq'mrcs -
[ have examined the fub]e& upnn the, Jettgr of the

s the fpirit of the con-

con&nmdon. v Let us now confider it a little on its in- j
tention. Thafgll government of right bﬁgmﬂcs from |

the people, is the corner {igne. of our canftitution. . It
" was not only framed updn thas gredt principle of ¢q jual
liberty, but the fame principle h {o cngufted into it,

. that rb muodl: remain or périth together, - As the con-
ftitution fprung from the wﬂl of the people, it was In-
tended that their ple:fure alone Thould altcr or- deﬁroy
it Aligrations, it wis forefeei, might in future times
become rcqmﬁte,, and hence a mode was devifed to
enable sbe pegple to-make thcm, withont the expedient
of {ummoning anpther convcmwn. This is the object
of the soth fection. Ag then the citizens of Maryland,
by whoze anthority the tcon&ltutmn was framed, were
to give their alent to any fuggéfted cl nge, it became
neceflary that they fho be confulted, in fuch a
manner as that they rmd:l be enabled fully to delibe-
rate; and findlly tQ decide on the propgied alteration.
For this purpole & }dﬂitﬂ:u of the hill was directed
by the conftitution, This was defigned to convey full
information, as yo the nature and‘éxtent of tho pmpoﬁ-

‘when a bill to al-

at they have no fuch qucr, unlefs the pubﬂ.- ,

_which call

i

any nayledy: of a bill publifhed a

wha the

who perhaps never {aw the lsll themfelves, or if they
did, ?NIB;MC

juftice of the peace, #nd fo on- through the judiciary

departments in:the county, and one for every member

of aﬂ'mabl ¥+ « ¥he alletment for fmh county i3 fent to
the clerk’s. oﬁmmfm whence very fcwof them m
evertaken ; and fuppofe them ;IMo be delivered. out;
haow few are thole Who are poffefled of them in com
parifon to the whole number of the county 2 Can. dm
cey then, ‘that wide fpread information, that unis
‘verfal diffufion of the knowledge of a bill, which the
convention jntended fhould pave the way for a change
of the Mmtmn of the. itue? Have the people a
fbmgf being accurately poffefled:of the fubje
giving  any opinion-uipon the merits of it ¥ The mode
adopted is; in my opinion, extremely well calculated:

“to promote mifchievous and dangerous innovations, but

never to draw to@ point the fair and unbiafled voice of
this community, A publication like' this affords .un-
bounded feope to mifreprefentation and party, and
{ubjeéts thofc, who are 1o decide,: to be len:lP

only by a fuppreffion of  the truth, but by aétusl fug-
geftions of falfchood.. Few have an gpportunity. of fee-*

ing the bill, and are therefore. obliged to yeccive the'

deﬁmnon of its qualities from thofe swho either do'not
compyehend it themfelves, or who do not wifh that
others fhould. - Thus the people ate nat.only deprived

of @ chancé of giving any determination, or what is
worfe, if théy are-induced to decide at all,” that deci-

fion may be the offspring of deception, and certainly
will be greatly influenced by miftake, mlfapmnﬁap

or ignorance. ¥

It isthe misfortane of the prefent bill thati it llluﬂratcs
my argument from its very nature in a manner peculi-
arly forcible.  «Jt will not be faid that it has been pe--
rufed by sany confiderable number of our citizens—-for.’

it is too clear that very few 'of 'them had the 0ppor|:u-<_

pity, ‘The knowlédge of it (if it ever has been ki
or underffood) could have {pread itfelf no othqr
than by verbal mformmon-—-SQ that if one man rcads

it, and mifconceives its feope, hundreds, who have not
{een it at all, are of courfe decgived .by. Rim,  This

bill. isy of all others, the beft calculated to Beget ex-.
ror,. from its ju
braces fuch & nnmber of objeéts’ that till Jately it has

never heen underftood, .even by thofe whofc ﬁtmuans
in life would hardly

How muft it.have ﬂ,oed then “with the péo

cated views 2 ——Does- any body believe thcy did ? .
Upen the whqlo, it 1s clc:r to me, that neither tha
letter npr the .of the conftitution have been _com-
plied with in the publication of this bill, and that
that. rcuﬂ:m alone, independent of the’ m '
heretofore fuggefted, it ou htnottphﬁﬂ nfin

The prq&a f, both bnnchcs of the. legi
and of the houfe of delegates in particular, upon
lar. pccafions, will go very, far to thew what ought
have. been dpm in this.~—In eve

gillative deliberation, to the conﬁdcrmon of the
ple, a.very different mode has been p

in queftion. ' The paper moncy bill;
mitted to-the le, after it was .re
nate, wgmbhﬂud by the. order of th

hich was. qu—

Why was it {0 publifhed ! Becaufe the opipign of the
commnm was required, ‘Can a’ “{9

for the gcqcral fcnfc of
cmphaﬁc terms, than a propdﬁt!on to alter

goverament ? Can a cafe beluy
quiges'it, when the ggth aruclc of our ¢o
piefsly. calculates upon ity ﬁnd yi[g’p |

tion, fo, every iqdwidq;l citizen, 93 far. a8 pqﬂib\c. _,phn;nmg it ¥ The howle’ of |

But publication dlgne might not. be fpﬁcaqnt.
ht till be wantin 'fqr the complere

ofﬁ‘n fub]c& m&'

cifive opinion, h

dained, Ptlm the b lﬁnll bzc,;..;p »Lifh

m 6oths before & %w eig{ti e "

umc hld probably. ar

¢ bﬂt 1}
anding, commirtes
(a1¢ Mdﬁt cohﬂltus

x) ordered, . ** ihat lhp
hpomtcd to condi \

mgng them, em:aﬁ‘ '
-may gain from the information ef’ oshersy

apable of underftanding it One copy is
" allorted for the ule of each county court, one for every

&, or of

aftray, not .

d and inaccurate provifions.” It em--

permit them to be ignorant of it.,
ple 1~-Caa.
they. b fuppofed . to’ have feen dlﬂm&l m éompli-

every mﬁmce. whcrc u;
has. bﬂm thngght,nacoﬂ‘ary to refer any fub]t:& of le-

fucd, {roi ;:g:t:

Qd m fe
. hOIﬂfg d e,‘
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