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STATE or MARYLAND.

AN ACT ror NATURALIZATION.

Pafed July Seffion, 1779.

ﬂ a means to advance the wealth and

. R, our government, the fecurity afforded

- %« #& by our conftitution and Iawi_s to civil
* 2 ,_** and religious liberty, the mildnels of
' neet" our climate, she fertility of our foil,

nd the advantages of our commerce, may be induced
> come and fettle in this {tate, if they were made par.
$akers of the advantages and privileges which the natu.
yal born fubjeéls of this ftate do enjoy
Be it tberefore emalled, by the General Affembly of Mary-
d, That every perfon who fhall hereafter come into
his ftate, from any nation, kingdom, or ftate, and fhall,
yefore the governor and the counci!, or before the ge-
seral-court, or any one of the judges thereot, or before
iny county court of this ftate, repeat and fubfcribe a
feclaration of his belief in the Chriftian religion, and
ke, repeat, and fubfcribe, the following oath, or af.
mation, if a quaker, menonift, or dunker, to wit;
% 1, A. B. do {wear, oraffirm, that T will hereafter be.
* come a fubjeét to the ftate of Maryland, and will be
“ faithful, and bear true allegiance to the faid ftate,
' and that I do not hold myilelf bound, to yield any
# allegiance,’ or obedience, to any king, or prince, or
any other ftate or government ;™ (which faid oath or
firmation, and fubfcription aforefaid, refpeétively,
de governor and the council, the general court, or
1y one judge thereof, or any county court, are here-
y empow:red to adminifter and take) fhall thereupon,
bd thereafter, be deemed, adjudged and taken, to be
| natural born fubjeét of this ttate; and fhall be,
aenceforth, entitled to all the immunities, rights and
rivileges, of a natural born fubje& of this ftate; pro-
ided, that no perfon who fhall become a natural born
abject of this ftate, by virtue of this aét, thali be ap.
ginted to any civil office, or eligible as governor,
mber of the council, or general affembly, or as a
legate to congrefs, unlefs fuch peifon fhali have re-
1 within this ftate feven years, previous to fuch
chon or appointinent, and fhall have the property
d eftate, required by the conftitution and form of
aent, to execute any of the faid offices ref-
iCtively., - |
And be it enaBled, That the clerk of the council fhall,
rfore the feflion of every general courr, retuirn a hit ot
e names of the perfons who fhail take and fubfcribe
)¢ faid oath or affiimation, and make the faid decla.
tion, refpeftively, before the governor and the coun-

» and the time when taken and made, to the clerk of

¢ general court, to be entered by him among the
inures of the faid court; And any judge of the ge.
eral court, adminiftering and taking the faid oath or
mrmation, fhall return, to the next general court, a
k of the names of the perfons who fhall take and fub.
ibe the faid oath or affiraation, and make the faid
iclaration, refpettively, before' him, and the time
ien taken, and made, to the clerk of the general
urt, to be entered by him among the minutes of the
id court,
And be it enaBled, That a ceitificate, by the clerk of
)e council, or by any judge of the general court, or
y the clerk of the general or any county court, of any
jerfon’s having taken and fubicribed the faid oath or
fnrmation, and having made and fubicribed the faid
claration § or a certificate, by the clerk of the gene.
M court, that it appears bv the return of any ndge of
e faid tourt, entered among the mir utes wi any per-
's having taken and fu®icrivea the f:id oath or affire
ation, an having made and fubfcribed the fai ! de-
aration, fhall be deemed and taken to be a fufficient
1 'mony and proof tlhereo!, and of his lleing a natu.-
| born fubje, and as fu.h, fhall be aidowed in every
purt of this ftate.
.And, To encourage fuch foreigners to come and fet-
2 in this ftate ;: Be it cracied, T hat no tax thall be jm-
dfed on 2any fuch foreigner, coming into this ftate, and
king and fubfcribing the declaration and oath or «ffir-
ation aforefaid, or his property, tor the term ot two
ars after his arrival in this ftate.
And, T6 erigourage fuch torcigrers, trade men. arti-
ers and minufaﬁtur::s, to ¢coome and feitle in this
ate: Be it emalBed, 1 hat no tax fhall he 1impofed on
y fuch foreigner, being a tradeiman, artificer or
anufallurer, coming into this ftate, and trking and
bicribing the declaration and  oath or affirmation
orefaid, or his property, for the term of tour years
ter his arrival in this flate,

n ACT for the rdh{ of certain foreigners wheo
bave fettled within this Slate, and for other pur-

- pofes, ﬁ;ﬁplz'mmml to the ail for Naturalization ;
pajjed the 22d of December, y 789.

HEREAS the aét for naturalization, paffed at
July feflion, in the year (eventeen hundred and
venty-nine, declarcs, that every perfon, who fhall
vereafrer come into this ftate, from any nation, king.
om or ftate, and fhal) repeat and fu’ fcribe a deciara.
jon of his belief in the Chriftian religion, and take,
epeat, and fubferibe, the oath or affirmati n in the
me act preferibed, 'eroie the gevernor and the coun.
1l, or before the general court, or any one of the jodges
hereof, or before any county court, fhall thereupon,
nd thereafter, he d:«med, adjudged, and taken, to be
natural born fubject of this ffate y and thll be, thence.
orth, entitled €0 all ¢hé inmonities, figh.s, and pii-

wileges, of a natural

HEREAS the increafe of people is

ftrength of this ftatc: And whereas
7>y many foreigners, from the lenity of

“neverthelefs, to the restriétions provided by the faid aét :

And whereas, fince the patfdge of the faid aét, divers
foreigners have come into this-ftate, and have fettled,
and become inhabitants thereof, and have been induced,
from the various advantages afforded by our govern.
ment, climate, foil, and commerce, tc employ their
money in the purchale of property, Loth real and per-
fonal, and to improve the fame, thereby acquiring a
juft and equitable title to fuch proper?; but, through
ignorance of the provifions contained in the before-
mentioned act, or apprehending that taking and fub-
fcribing the oaths' of allegiance, in the ulual manner,
would entitle them to the advantages of property, the
{aid foreigners have not taken and fubfcrived the oath,
prefcribed by the act for nacuralization, under the par-
ticular circumftances required by the fame; whereb
their titles to fuch real pro erty as they have acquired,
fince their fettlement’ in this ftate, may be drawn in
queftion, to their great prejudice and injury ; and
whereas the faid foreigners have always manifefted a
firm attachment to our government and laws, and it is
conceived that, by fecuring their intereft in our foil,
their affetions to this country will be more fully cone
fAirmed, and that juftice and ‘policy require, that the
hard(hips and inconveniences, under which they ref.
pectively labour, fhould be remedied ; therefore,

Best énalled, by the General Affembly of Maryland, T hat
all and every the faid foreigners who, fince their fettle.
ment in this ftate, have purchafed and acquired, by
any lawful and fair means, apy portion o property,
real, perfonal, or mixed, and have fince pofi:fled and
enjryed the fame, and have Rill a jult and equitable
title thereto, whether fuch title be derived frors grant,
gift, purchafe, or devif=, fhall, by virtue of this a¢t,
hoid, poflels, and enjoy, fuch property, real, perfonal,
and mixed, as fully and amply, and, to all intents and
purpoles, as rightfully, as the faid foreigners would
have been entitled to hold, poflets, and enjoy, the fame,
if they had relpeftiyely naturalized themfelves, ac-
cording to the exprle}&' .rovifiuns contained in the faid
act for naturalization. % |

And be it further enalfled, ‘ihat in cafe any real pro-
perty, purchafed- or acquireus by foreigners, fince the
paflage of the aforefaid aé&t, bath been eicheted, it is
hereby declare!, that all the right and rtitle of thi. ftae
to the faid prop:rty fo elcheared, and *o any property
fo eftheatable, fhall be and the fame are hereby relin
quifhed, and velted for ever hereatter in the faid fo-
reigners, their heirs, and alligns j==faving, neverthelefs,
to all perfons whatfoev:r, wh > may have heretofore ac-
quired titles to any fuch ef heatable property under the
laws of this ftate, their feveral and refpetive rights ;
And all and every perfon and perfons, who may have
ourchafed, or otherwife acquired, any real property,
trom or u.sder the faid foreizuers or any of the:m, fhail
be, and they aré hereby declired to be, entitled to all
and every advantage, with refpeét to fuch property, as
if the fame bhad been purchated, or acquired, from or
under any loreigners who have naturalized themfelves,
according to the provifions of rhe fid original aét.

Provided newerihelefs, That the f:id foreigners,
refpectively, before they fhall receive the benefit of this
act, fhall naturalize themielves in the mode prefcribed
by the original aét, on or before the firlt day of June
next enfding; any law to the contrary thereot notwithe
tanding : And proviied alfo, That no applications,
within ehe peiiod limited by this a&, to prejudice the
rights of the faid refpedtive oreigners, or others, fhall
be admitted or received.

And, in order to carry the good intentions, as we!l of
this, as of the faid original a&, into complete execution,
Be it further enaBled, by the autbority ajorefaid, That the
governor and council fhall, and they are hereby re.
queited to caufle the (aid relpedtive aéts to be printed
and publithed in the feveral news-papers within this
ftate, for the fpace of fix we-ks atter the end of this
feflion of affembly, in the Englith, Feench, and Ger.
man languages; and fhall, allo, caule-the faid original
a€t to bLe publithed, in like manuer, for the (pace of
two weeks, in the month of May, in every year here-
after, .h - |

ETAT MARYLAND.

ARRET pe NATURALIZATION.
Pafsé dans la Siance de Nowembre, 1 779.

D'AUTANT que 'augmentation du peuple étend

DE

naturellement les richefles et la force de cet
Etat; et d’autant que la modération de notre Gouver-
nement, la {écurité donnée par notre Conftitution et
les Lois pour la liberté civile et religicufe, la douceur
de notre Climat, la fertilité de notre Sol, et les avan-
tages dc notre Commerce, peuvent éxciter beaucoup
d’Etrangers 3 venir s’établir dans cet Etat, fi on les
fefoit participants des avantages et des priviléges dont
nos fujets naturels jouiffent : |
Ceft pourquoi P Affemblee-Générale
un arret, %t_le toute perfonne qui viendra dorénavant
dans cet Ktat, de quelque nation, royaume, ou état,
ue ce foit, et qui répétera et fignera, pardevant le
z;ouvcmcur et fon Confeil, ou pardevant la Cour-Géné.-
rale, ou pardevant quelqu’un de fes Juges, ou parde-
vant quel?m: Courde Comté de ecet Ftat, une déclara-
tion de f{a croyance dans la religion chrétienne, et
prendra, répétera, et fignera le ferment fuivant (ou
Paffirmation, s"i] eff menonift, ou dunker)
favoir -—** |, A, B irme, que je ferai
¥ dorénavant fhdel de

de Maryland a paffie

\

fubje® of this ftate; fubjed,

~tout Juge de la

-dennera i toute-perfonne,

dite déclaration,

tifans,

aryland, et ques jurieux :

1790:

s m point obligé d’¢tre foumis 3 ’obéifance
* d’aucun Roi ou Prince, ou d’aucun autre Etat ou Gou.
“ vernement,”—/lequel ferment, ou affirmation, et fig-
nature fufdit, fera adminiftré et pris, refpe€tivement,
par le Gouverneur et le Confeil, ou par la Cour-Gé.
nérale, ou par quelqu’un deé fes Juges, ou par quelque
Cour de Comté, lefquels font munis de ce uvoir)
fera, dorénavant, eftimé ét confideré comme Ex?e; na-
tif de cet Etat, et fera alors en droit de jouir de la
liberté et des priviléges du dit Etat; pourvu, que per-
fonne de, ceux qui en feront devenu fujets, en vertu
de cet Arrét, ne foit élu pour fervir dans aucun em.-
ploi civil, comme Gouverneur, Membre du Confeil
ou de ’Aflemblée-Générale, ou Délegue. du Congrés,
qu’il’ n'ait faic f3 réfidence, dans cet Ptat, fept-ans
préalables a cette élection ou appointement; , et qu’il
n’ait les big?g et fonds réquiré par la Conftitution et
la Forme du Gouvernement, pour exécuter aucune des
dites charges.

Et gu'il foit ordomné, Que le Greffier: du Confeil por-
tera, a la Séance de chaque Coﬁr-CEnéule,' une ifte
des noms dés perfonnes qui_auront pris et fignés le
dit ferment ou aflirmation, et fait la gite‘ déclaration,
refpeCtivement, pardevant le Gouverneur, at parde-
vant le Confcil, avec le tems qu’ils "auront.pris et fait,
pour étre donné au Greflier de la Cour-Générale, et
pour étre mis dans les mémoires de la dite Cour : %

: Cour-Générale, qul aura adminiftré ¢
pris le dit ferment, ou affirmation, portera 3 la pree
miere Cour-Générale, une lifte des noms des perfonnes
qui_auront pris et figné le dit ferment, ou afirmation,
et fait la dite déclaration, ré{peflivement, d'é'vangni,'
avec le tems qu’il P’auront pris et fait, au Greflier de
la Cour.Générale, pour &tre enrégiftrée dans les mé-

moires de la dite Cour. =
Que le Greffier du Confeil, ou

‘¢ je ne me crois

Et giil foit ordowné, .
quelque Juge de la Cour-Générale, ou le Greffier de
la dite Cour, ou celui de mté
qui aura pris et figné le dit
{ferment ou affirmation, et qul aura fait et figné la dite
déclaration, -un certificat, qu’il paroit, par la lifte de
quelque Juge de la dite Cour, enrégiftrée dans les
mémoires ; que toute perfonne qui aura pris et figné
ie dit ferment, ou affirmation, et aura fait et figné la

fera eftimé dans toutes les Cours de
cet Ltat, fujet naturel. L

Et, pour encourager les Etrangers i venir s’établir
dans cct Etat, ¢u’i/ foit ordosné, Que ceux qui y vien-
dront, et qui prendront et figneront la déclaration, et
le ferment, ou affirmation fufdits, feront “exempts,
avec leurs biens, ‘de toute ImpGt, pendant deux ans
aprés leur arrivée. ' '

Et, afin d’encourager les Gens de Metiers, ou Ar.
et les Manufadturiers étrangers, i venir s’etablir
dans cet Etat, qu’sl foit ordonné, Qu’il ne fera 1mpofé
aucun Impot fur eux, ni fur leur bicns, pendant le
terme de quatre ans, i commencer du jour de leur
arrivée dans cet Etat; pourvu, qu’ils ‘Lrennent et fig-
nent la déclaration et le {ferment, ou Iaflirmation,

fuldit.

ARRET pour fubwenir au Soulagement de certains
ETRANCERS qui Je font établis dans cet Etat, et pour
d’autres Deffeins Jupplies a ’ARRET de NATU.-
RALIZATION, bajé ‘e 22d Décenibre, 1 7 89.

D’AUTANT que PArrét pour la Naturalization,

paflé dans la Séance de Juillet,~ Pan mil fept
cens loixants et dix-neuf, déclare, que toute perfonne
qui viendra dorénavant dans cet Etat, de quelque na-
tion, royaume, ou état que ce foit, et répétera et fig-
nera une déclaration de fa croyance dans la Religion

Chrétienne, et prendera, répétera, et fignera le fer-

ment, ou Paflirmation, prefcrite et ordonné par le dit

Arrét, pardevant le Gouverneur et fon Confeil, ou

pardevant la Cour-Générale, ou pardevant quelqu’un

de fes Juges, ou pardevant quelque Cour de Comté,

{era, alors et dorénavant, regardé et confideré comme

fujet naturel de cet Etat; et fera, 3 I’avenir, en droit

de jouir de toute la liberté et des priviléges d’un fujet
naturel de cet Etat; néanmoins, aflujettss aux réftric- -
tions réferées par le dit Arrét: Et d’autant que, dé-
puis que cet Arrét eft ?aifée, divers Etrangers font
venus dans cet Etat, et s’y {ont ¢tablis, et en font de-
venus habitants, et ont été portés, par les différents
avantages accordés par notre Gouvernement, par le

Climat, par'le Sol, par le Commerce, et par la fa-

cilite d’employer leur argent d’achter des biens meu.

bles et immeubles, et de les faire valoir, en acqtiéﬁnt
des titres juftes et équitables pour les dits biens ; mais,
par Yignorance des chofes contenues dans I’Arrét ci.
devant mentionnée, ou, en concevant qu’en prenant
¢t fignant le ferment d’obéiflance, dans la forme or-
dinaire, ils feroient ¢n droit de jouir des avantages que
jouiffent les fujets maturels, les dits Etrangers n’ont
as pris et figné le ferment prefcrit par PArrét pour
a Naturalizatiop, fous les circonftances particuliéres
qui ert Etoit peguifes; cleit pourquoi les titres acquis
pour les achats des biens 3 fonds qu'ils ont acheté, de-
puis leur &abliffement dans cet Etat, pourouient étre
éxamines, ,cé ui feur feroit trés préjudiciehle et in-

Bt daytant qoe les dits Etrangers @it tou -

quelque Cour d¢ Comté,
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