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b ;""'ol' ufefnl i was rcad a third

, and ordmd m‘an the tabla

Mof Nar:h-Cm : entfmmth“ nate, v
ofiponed until Thuriday next, and then to be ukcn
p 2 a committee of the 'whole.

The refolve fent from the fenate, dire@ing the col-
edtors in thefevualmnot to grant clearances to

_ ents and mani-
cil ed, wu refmcl to Meflicurs

" Mz, Livermore, from ‘the committee refPeéhng the
hnea of the clerks of the commiffioners of accounts,
. reported and brought in a bill for the purpofe in-
ended, which was read the firft time.
A report from the fecretary at war, on the petition
Jf colonel John Ely, was read and laid on the table.
A meffage was received from the prefident by Mr.
mitting the ratification of 11 of the r2 ar-
les of amendments propofed by congreld to the confti-
tionn of the United States, by the ftate of Delaware,
he confideration of the firft article being poftponed.
_ The fpeaker préfented the petition of Glﬁ'ord Dally,
loor-keeper of the houfe, refpcélwg {ervices by him
P rfarmed during the recefs of congrefs, was read and
ctermd to Meffieurs Livermore, Sylvefter and Lee.

‘Mr. White, from the committee who were inftructed
to bring in a bill for preventing the exportation of goods
not legally inf cd brought in on¢ for tha: purpofe,
which was read the firft time.

. Mr. Ames prefented a petition of Dawd Ollpha«nt,
late direétor for the hofpxtals of the {outhern dcpart-
ment, which was read and laid on the table.

On motion of Mr. Hartley, the report of the com-
mittce to whom was referrec the memorials refpeéting
the abolition of flavery, was read afecond time, and,
aiter confiderable debate, T'ucfday the 16thi inftant was
appointed for its difcuflion. ~°

Mr. Livermore, from the committee to whom' was

yeferred the
he be allowed two dollars per diem, for ninety-fix days
ervices, during the recefs of congrefs.

The houfe then went into a committée on the report

the fecretary of the treafury, the refolve for afluming

the ftate debts being under confideration.

Mr. White and Mr. Stone fpoke ftrenuorily againft
the adoptlan of the meafure at the prefent time, and
Mr. Gerry in favour thereof; but the ufual hour'of ad-
journment being an'ivcd on motion of Mr, Vlmng ;hc
committee rofe. *

Mr. Clymer l&ed leave " of abfcnce for a few days,
which was granted.

The houle then adjourned until 11 o'clock to-mor-
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| “Toesvay, March g.

The order of the day was called for on the report of
the fecretary of the ttea.fury :efpc&a.ng thcaﬂum;:um
of the ftate debts, -

., Mr. Benfon in the chur
M. Sherman fpoke in famr of the tﬂ'.m twn.md

ﬁﬂughutmld agreeable to the paoplewhwa the
blic debt all nnder one common flock ; it woeuld be

or the intereft of erdparncular ﬁa.tea as'well as the
pblm gaod He therefore thought it would be beft

04 m &ﬁmn. i
lﬁo affumption pf the ftage debts was
' d\e ml{nmcm to bind the gardian knot of ]uﬂic¢ and

the Uhited States, and if it was not imme-
ely adopted, the evil which had been complained
f, relpeing fpeculators, would be multiplied tén fold.
Bome ftates would exert themfclves ; others would not ;
and in this fituagion the*fpecuhtm would kno# whan
10.take the advan
- 'The f'ecretn;ry 'fgd'le treafury has reportai
~ means for paying the ftate debts s and it mno
_Pﬂtfd but that one of thefe two alternativés will
~ tually be doptcd-—elther the ftates lu&iﬁduaﬂ mu
_ m'mtopcythchde ts, or congrefs muft 0L, |
_ d credu Ufthe country,

8 and
be dif-
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voice of unanimity

‘He was willing that Maflachufetts fhould be

petition of Gifford Dally, reported, That

will affeét the fouthern ftates moft, the principal:

f{eflion, when {fome gentlemen who, perhaps,
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when he &mﬂdmdthe

,\ﬂﬂﬂl was 31!1: tbf the committee, and the: ﬂhﬂ&er of

the officer who had reported, he thought it his duty to
declare his reafons for the part he’ ﬁould take in- the
bufinefs before them. He acknowledged that the af-
fumptioh would be juft if-it could be effefted on right

principles ; bur the exertions of the ipdividual ftates

would be found unequal, and it would require two or
three years to bring about: a {yftem of taxation. He
was willing to affume the debts now, if they were to

be provided for by the United Staces as foon as a liqui-

dation can be madc ; and he therefore moved for a re-
folution to that effelt.

If it will take two years, faid Mr. Lee, to colle& the
and ‘equity, why precipitate the
bufinefs at prefent? Every gentleman “who confiders
well of this will agree, that more fatisfattion would be
given to the public mind by more deliberate procedures
and it would be more agreeable to the conftitution.

Mr. Page was apprehenfive that, unlefs a fair fettle-
ment could be had, inftead of confolidating the intereft
of the ftates, this meafure would tend to create more

jealoufies, and renovate “the*old difputes which’ had

ncarly fubfided between the parties, in many ftates.—
paid for

their extraordinary, exertions and the Penoblicot expe-
dition, and South-Carolina for their’s in building a 4ri-
gate, &c. Bat he thought it would be better pohcy
to leave the icttlcmcnt of the ftate accounts to them-
felves. '

Mr. Page ufed feveral other arguments, and thought
that a more proper time might be found for going 1nto

‘this bufitefs ; he therefore wifhed for a poitponement.

Mr. Jackfon fa;,d that moft of the arguments which
he had heard, in favour of the refolutmn, had alrgady
been anfwered. Let us examine, faid he, the taxes
propofed by the fecrctary of the treafury. The excife
15 4 tax that has always been odicus to the peaple of
moft of the fates; thc abolition of the ten per cent.
allowance on tunnage to domeftic owners of ‘veflels, and
the ten per cent. additional duty on foreign bottoms,
1m-
ports being articles for the uic of the hufbandmen ; fo

- that, in this inftance, it operates like diret taxation on

agriculture, ‘equal to 2 tax on houfes or lands.  Salt
alfo was an artlclc on which a tax would be thought

-odious.

Here Mr. ]acltfon referred to the debates of the laft
had now
rhn differently, had then complained and reprdbated
idea of ‘taxing articles of thu kind. If we do net
affome. the ftate debts, we will not want their excifes.
He denied she pofition which fome members had as-
ned for * that con refs g@uld collett taxes in the flates
Ltﬁ:r than the ftatcs themfelves ;” for congrefs cannot
go beyond cértain limits in taxation, even if a cale of
neceflity e?mr;d it, but the flates themfclves could go
beyond thofe bounds ; it was therefore more in their
power 0 fund their own debts, than in the power of
congrels,
as there been a fingle z&vcr offered by ‘the gen-
tlemen on the other ﬁde of this queftion to the charﬁ
of injultice, Which would be incurred- by taxing t
original creditors a fecond time. He thought there was
no prof, pc& of régribution } B0 juftice in the ropoﬁtxon,
not even mth rgard to its expediency: it will not
prevent {peculations, for fpeculations have alrgady taken
place ; the Eatc certificates are now in the hands of a
third perfon~the debt will be enhanced, &c. , .
Mr. ]lcffon conclnded confefling, that if he
could be-convis
his fanétion ; bu wments had beeq
which were intic) ¢ him change his ¢
he thereforc wonlc

' Jdnt the" propo ﬁuoa.
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States s whilft other flates were in a ¢
ment, and will have to pay mto thq com

Here M. Vining expatiated upon the diffe
in which the fqug‘l ap »: po _un

circumftances ; but he inferred ntl"”"

muft enfue, 1f the debts were not affimed. Agdin,
when' he confidered’ that direé taxation was tobe the
confequence, he was puzzled; yet this alternative had
not the dreddful a pegn s to his mind, which had
been depifted by dogae gentlemen, for the great inflax
of money, which ‘Would follow the adoption of the
meafure, would rendér even direét tagation caly—it
W(}u!id not be fclt in the degrcc which had becn fup-
pofe

The ftate of Delaware, he knew, would ﬁlfcr by
affamption ; for they had funded their debt, and pro-
vided for the 'ntcrrﬁ Auather circumftance he would
mention from information, that fome ftates have made
advances for their own particular advantage, without
regard to the union. HoWever, enough has been faid
by the gentlemen who Bive {o ably debated this fub-
for him to add ‘any
thing. He only wifhed to confider it in a large and
general fcale, and obferved, that partml evil is often-
times an univerfal good.

He was forry fome gentlemen had not brou ht for-
ward a refolution providing, that the flates: who had
paid off more than their proportion, and had the certi-
ficates now in their tredfuries, wounld be allowcd to dif -
count them againft the United States, &c.

Mr. Vining concluded with an ‘handfome figure,
comparing his argaments to a veffel Jaunched into the
federal ocean. He wifhed that the bufinefs could have
been poftponed with_propriety, but fecing that gentle-
men were anxious to Enng it to a decifion after fo long
a difcuflion, he could therefore with it were haftened

A few words more were added by Mr. Gerry, Mr.
Page and Mr. Sedgwick, when

‘This important queﬁmn was at Jength put from the
chair, on the 4th refolution, re Pc&m the aﬂ'umpuqn'
“of the ftate debts with Mi. Madifon’s mndmm.
there appeared .

For the uﬁrmatm.
For the negative, 36

The report of Jofeph Nourfe, regifter of the treafu-
ry of the United States, on the memorial of 'Robert

intendent of ﬁnancc, was read, fet-

Morris, late {uper

ting forth, that he had made inquisy into the cafe and

had found that the accounts of the faid Robert Morris

had been regularly entered into the rcglﬁer office, qd

{ettled {fome time ' 5
A printed ﬁucment had been deliyered, and propr

inveftigation already made out, which render it unne-

ceffary for congrefs to order any commiffioners in thc

bufinels, or create any new expence. The faid ac
debited frm X

clt:tlnn ;:# clofed th:ll 1 ft tr:f November,
thing that come into the u
:mth8 February, 1781, to lﬁr{\lwember ' Btﬁ :d

tmounted t0 8,177,431 72 9oth dollm;
yments mad; during the faid period wm
dnlltra ; which left a balance in the trcﬂfu

of Novcmbcr, 1784, of 21, 826 dollars.’
i

C aﬂgrg/.'r qf tbe Urmed State.r o
At the fecond feﬁon, begut and held at the city of

New -York, on cfﬁ“ﬂhPfJ'*l“Wa ¢
thoffaﬁr&ven hu.ndnc{ nd ninety. Q
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