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- Proceedings of Congrefs.

HOUSE o REFRESENTATIVES
| OF THE o

S gNITED STATES.

% ¥, Juwe 19,
"' T STONE .««f confider, Sir, that

-

"
g, ol .
¥

WX rrpoeray iy o Shpere
the decifion of this'quéltion will give
2 4 leading féature ﬁg the adminilgin-f
2 tion of t¢ government, -
o The peoﬁe, Str, lﬂﬂldﬂptcd this
, tonftitation bedaufe they thought that
L IRARILIR i+ would more effeCtually fecure thei?
ibertitgesall the' amendients which have been pro-
F’“ go to a more

ﬁ%t;; ;bj¢& thould be to carry the conftitution into

execution wpon its true principles; without confidering

- 18 a fufficient preventative from abu

perfet eftablifhment of theu-

: F—_— b ro bk Wwhan

conténd for the neceflity of the'claufe. What hids béen
the confequence of encroachments upon the executive
in other countries 2 Amarchy, confufion, and the lofs
of that liberty which is now faid to be at flake.. The
fhortnefs of the time for which the prefident is eleéted
: Cif _ of pdiwery 'but
will you, in order to prevent him from doing bar; de-
Erlvc him of the Eo'wer to do grod? No inftances tan
¢ adduced from hiftory to prove the infringements of
the executive—but on thé contrary the ‘weakening of
the executive by taking away fuch powers as are requi-
fite, has conftantly been foowed by anarchy and
potifm. | ' 5%
It has been faid, that it is cruel to take away an of-
fice without an impeachmert, a trial, &c, but the de-

lys of impeachments will render removals alinof it

practicable : befides let us réflect upon the train of dif-
#grecable and perhaps fatal confequences to the govern-
menf, which may arife from dn adherence to this
fiode. Suppofe there fhould be parties in theé fenate,
and they will exift, how gafy will it be to fupport an’

_whether there_is too much power here, or too littie
re. ~It is not an indifferent thing (as has been af-
ed] that becaufe there is a certain guawtum of power

o be exercifed, how that power is appropriated. I

eannot think that the affociated powers of the prefident
and the fenate, is fo manftrous as fome gentlemen

—jave-fuppofed 5 the _takes

in cafes of treaty this affociation is requifite—what in-

juy is apprehended 2 1f there is that danger prediét-
~ ¢d by gentlemen, we are in a hazardous fituation !
The eonflitution: has defignated a balance ; the pre-
is to appoint, the fenate to apprave ; it remains
:du;ny‘ rhimncc- thiroughout. 'Fhis propofed dele-
atsan: of mowWer-adeitc ﬂmh.lm,—ﬁrmpmﬁdmt
may defeat by removals thefe joint appoiutments.
As | refpe@ the confticurion,. I would diftribute the
powers: as nearly as poflible as the conftitution Ras
done,

The fepavation off the powers maintairied by foriie is
not & principle i the conititucion—it is- contended by
writers: on: governmatit, that' the' powers in- gencral
fhould be feparated, and progcrly-; but in-the prefent

cale there is an- exception, and we ougliv' to follow that

Wnepion fap by Sep.
through the conftitution, and you do not find
that the prefident has a fingle power to appoint—The

-
x

i

i

""" “tonvention miy have done wrong ; —but they did not-

think it fafe to truft even the appointment of inferior

-~ officers but by law—=lt is* faid that ‘the power of re-
moval* 1s inthie’prefident, and’ we" cannot' take 1t from
himesthis muft’ be"by implication ; I' never was fond-
of implications: Here MY. $tonet dilated upon the ab-
furdity and dm?r of implications, and then pro¢eed-
ed «afi ol thie” Epn'tmcnt's' there dre officers to be ap-
pointed, there'is the' army, the navy, the mint; who
18 t0 havethe power of makiag’all thefe appointmients ?
It is faid‘that the*prefidemt’is ‘the' execurive, and miay
difcharge all thefe officers by himfelf';: what' follows?

In‘ sbfolute governmetnts there i no doubt about impli-

cations’; ‘thiey' always: fuppofe tirat'the ‘mionarch’ is urn-

reftrained. The executive comtended for muft’ be de-

Jted, and'drext there will be'no difficulty about impli-
cations. I thinK there- are  good ' reafons to be’ given
why' tlie fenate fhould have-a- voige- in appointments
and rethovali—in fome views the: femte: aré more re-

nible: than the prefidentesthe fenave are’ the 'watch-

;Egrdimr of the' conftitution~thte ele&or; “of the
preadent cannot be dris' guard; they: are f{cattered

- Miroupt the: fates: . » | '

- How filkabove thelevel’ of the people do tltey exalt
the prefident; whio tink it-derogutoty to his dignity to
!’ﬂtngc*m- inquiry into the:condu@® ' of 'an officer” be-
h"'lﬂm W’e {eem to forget ‘the confidence we ought
 have iin. the’ conftirution—D¥o" you place more confi-
&ememdxe-prcﬂdtm than in the heads of depdrtments
and lhc fcnatc together ?

We have' expended 'our-time, bloodand-treafdre; to
very littlé purpofé,. if 'we 46 notthink that liberty and
fiety conftivate the real dignity” of humun natare. I
think “}Cl.'cl is more real digpity of foul in a common
reafae’ of* Aimerica  thisn i a- prime’ minifter of ‘Eu-

; "pe: - Mr: Stone adtéd! fEveral 'other obfervations, and
m with‘approbating the motion-for fttiking out
MM” Vining,—I"joiir with ‘every gestlemian in’ the

o Pﬁg;m“ry great'importance of “this {ubjeét, as it
e , c‘;‘l?;ihmnon and‘ the. future b”@ons of
hl: tll:: b&l!‘_ﬁlﬁcientl y demonfirared ‘by? gentltemen,
et d}f}?ﬂ_ﬁm: and legiflative powers fhould be fe-

b % Jt’i':f’ﬁi whoé' powers are’ not* blendéd #' T6 "an-
rag; ﬁls] élueﬁmn ully. would 1éad us intd téo exten-

gy Seld—but grauting: thay-in" moft* coantries this
l;aion of poweg isbutfaingdy.defined, yet in Great-

.. P"M‘J’g;w o {viencehas been carried to the greateft

- Baladipy

farther #ure.of the: fy e, there lic powersare
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kmwn.hmdvmthe idea oficheckd Bu

g Leonard. Madifon,

“grean, concern’. whicli tle< : I S
' fugnc | f 3 vefter, Th‘%"mm Vining,

unworthy officer in his place, through the agency of
fuch a party in the fenate, where decifions will be madeé
by ballot, and where every man®s vote will be a fecret ;
what cabals and undue influence will be the confe-
quence ! In what a fituation will this place our chief

conftitution ! T think not. Let u¢
government, like Hercules, rofe brawling from the cra-
dle—let us avail otirfelves of the praétice, theé wifdom
and experience of former ages, and: of other countries,
arid bring it te maturity. | _
The fenators—the reprefentatives of the fovereignties
of the ftates, are not chofen by men fpecially appoint-
éd- for that purpole; but the prefident is CthE::l_ by
¢leftors who gre chofen immediately by the pedple for
that exprefs defign—hence the fénate is an improper
body to interfere with the executive. '
he powers of the legiflature ought to 'be commien-
furate to the objeéts of legiflation : it is conceded’ that
this a&t is a proper legiflative’a&t's but éxcept it can be
carried-into complete operation upon thé principles of
the conftitution, it 1s a nullity, Adjourned.

Moxoay, Jume' 22,
The refolve whicp came down from the'fenate, ref-

hall, was‘reag* -and’ concutred.

'‘Che order of the day being called for, the bill for
eftablithing. the department of foreign affairs, as report-

ed from the committee of the whole, with the (everal .

amendments, were read, and the amendments agreed
to-by: the houfe. - - |
-~ Mr. Carroll- propofed a claufe to limit the duration
of the bill: Among. other reafons for the motion,: Mr.
Carroll obferved, that he conceived the neceflity of
fuch an-officer would’ ceafe in a fhort time, by reafon
of the gradual' withdrawing of our intercourfe with
European-countries ; and in« the courfe of a very few
years all political connexion with thofe powers will be
at an end, which would render the eftablifhinent a
{fuperfluois eXpence.

Mr. Page feconded the mrotion, and added that he
could not' conceive: the propriety of gentlemén who
were cle@ed only for two years, wifhing to extend the
laws of their enafting to a period beyond- the time
when the ufe and ‘defign of fuch laws fhould-exift, and
thus perpetuate-the power and influence' of the houfe.

Mr. X:nes oppofed the addition of the claufe, asit’
would - be unfavourable: to the ftability of gbvemment,
and was little’ beeter’ than infufing-a premature princi-
ple of mortality inte the executive department.

" Mr. Gerry wab in‘favour-of a limitation: He'fup-
pofed, that if the expiration of the bill-was not'provi-
ded for at the prefent time, it would be extréemely'dif-
ficult to effect its' redu&tion, when 'the officers of this’
department. fhall havé formed connexions*with forcign
cousts; and, by means of thofe’connexions, an exten-
five {phere’ of® bufinefs, - unbtéfelting to the United
States, . fhall be created. | L

‘Phe vote:being taken; -it- pafiéd in the negative:

Mt Benfon: propofed: an‘-amehdment, which" hef
conceived: would-more: filly exprefs: the {enfe'of the
committee; as it. refpe€téd the conftitutionality of the
decifion.which: had taken place: The'amendment ‘was;
to: ftrike ousy in -the: fecond: claufe’ of ‘the' bill, thefe'
words, .¢¢ In. cafe-of-vacanéy in the faid office of 'fecres
tary. of the:United States for the department of ‘foreign
affairs,” and to infeft in -lieu thereof the followmg,
« 'Wihenever thefaid principal officer fhall be removed
by the prefident, or a vacancy In any other way fhall
happen.” - - ,

I:.)iexis produced - fome> debate; and the ayes and neys
beine called for, is was determined in’ the afirmative,
follows, via. ﬂ_
- .'31::-#-Mm Ames, Baldwin, Benfon; Brown,
;. Carroll, .Clymer; Contee, Fitzﬁmonn_;nglm;n,
Goodhuey+ Guiffin,: Hastly; Héefter, Lawrenite, Lee,
Sedgwick, Seney, Sinniekfop, Smith, g«wim 1
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remeémbér that this Contee, Fitzfimons; Gilman,

rencée, Lee, Sheérman, ,S'J&g‘Wiék;S'enc}? Smith (Ma-
“‘Tucker, Wad{-

- 1O

nays were required by one fifch
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~ The
words was, that, as the bill now
be a grang of power; whereas it was prefumed to be
the fenfe of the committee, diat thie powér was vefted
in the prefidént by the donflivitiofni. A re pitulation
of n.?un;eﬁﬂﬁ this poifit enflied, and the queftion
was finally determined by ayés and nays. Some gen-
tlemen voted ifi the negative, ainin;
the words would be an additional évidence of the fen

gt;ntthe houfe, that the power wad véfeéd in the prefi-

Ajes 31—Mefts, Ames, Baldwin, Benfon, Brown,
Burke, Clymer, Coles, Gerry, Goodhue, Griffin,
Groqt, Hathorn, Huntington, Leonard, Livermote;
Madifon, Matthews, Moore, P. Muhleriberg, Page;
Parker, Pat?;i&c, Van Renfellaer, Scott, Sherman,
Sinnickfon, th, (South-Carolina]l Sturges, Sump-
ter, Viping, White. _ .,

prmclﬁd reafon affigned for firiking out - thefe
ftands, it appears to

fuppofing that rétaining
e

fyland, Sylvefter, T'hatcher, Trumbull,
worth, | e s e

_Thefe additiondl “amendments being completed, the
bill paffed to be éfigrofled for a third reading to-mior-

w.
And then the Youfé adjodrned.
Tuespay, Fume 23. :

The committee appointed for that purpofe brought-in
a bill for fecuring ¢e-authors and invéntors the benefits
of their refpeétive publications and inveations~-which
was read and laid on the table. s

The order of the day wap theii called for—and the
engroffed bill for eftablifhing an-executive department,
to be denominated the Department of Foreign Affairs,
was read:a third time, , 73 '

M:. Sumpter moved, that the final confideration of
the bill fhould be poftponed.

Mr, White propofed, that the bill thould be recoms
mitted toa committee of the whole, #h order that the

eeﬁ'cr, Law-
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other departments might be added, and one fyftem

formed, which fhould embrace the whole—this motion
after a fhort difcuflion was negatived.

Mr. Sumpter then renewed his motion for poftpone-
ment, and that the bill fhould lie on the table ull tos
morrow .~ 1 he vote upon this motion pafled in the af-
firmative. ' e i

Mr. Lawrence moved, that the houfe fhould take
into confideration the amendments to the impoft bill,

which were yet to be decided--this motion was adopt-

ed.—And the enaéting claufe as amended by the fe-
nate being read, which is in thefe words,—¢ Be it

enafted by the fenate and reprefentatives,” &c. Mr.
Thitcher propofed, that ¢ houfe of” fhould be infert-
ed immediately
agreed to, | ¢

The next amendment which the fenate had not re-

before reprefentatives--this motion was

ceded from was, to ftrike out the claufe which makes

a‘difcrimination in the*duty impofed on diftilled {pirits
imported’ from countries with whom the United States

had been fonned‘i-lt was moved _and'fecondcc!, that
the houfe fould accede to the amendment: This pro-
duced an animated debate, in which many new obfer-

vations occurred; and thofe’ which’ had been adduced

in ‘the former difcuffion were'yepeated: The vote be-
ing taken, It

So-the diferimination’ femains as it originally ftood.
The houfe then ' adjourired. |
| WiEbNESDAY, Tum 24.
The houfé met purfuant to adjournment.

The engroffed bill, which was yéfterday ordered tdf

lie ‘on the table, was taken up and read the third
tume. .
On the queftion; 'Shal¥ the bill

were, ayes a0, nays 212.

fenate to the bill for laying an

ts infiffed on by ‘the
e 4 wares and merchandife, and

impoft on ‘certain goods, ware
after refufing to concur therewith,
inted on the part of the houfe, con-

fon.,

The

houle: went itito & commhﬁq_o
ehbliﬂllngtlp“ '

--afver agreeing to fome

sdjourn
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d from thofe with whom no treaties:

paffed in‘the negative—twenty-five being

in favour of a¢ceding, and’twenty-feven'againft it.~ N

37’ The ayesand "

- &
The houfe 'then' took into confideration the amend-

a committee of cons

it as amended.»

i

fifting-of ‘Meflicurs Boudinot, Fitzfimons and Madis N gt
' ot ghe_bill for




