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Proceedings of Congr ¢/s ¥
REPRESENTATIVES
or THE . '
UNITED STATES.

HOUSE or

Monpay, May 11, 1789
¢ MESSAGE from:the fenate pur-
porting, that they had appointed a
% committee to join with fuch com-

ittee as the houfe may appoint, to
s pon the fubject 5?0 a title

bée proper to give to the
A lm’l'niuecl S_tates-,. was

-
[

Parker moved, that a IrefolntiOn
this effe@—That the hciqfc could

pofe any thing upon the fub-
ot :—He confidered it as ati-republican, and appre-
'Lcndcd great evils would refult- from -the -mealure,

take any feps in it: Heconceived that

4 in or depend upon titles, and that he had had
;l?:%fcﬁl;;rhuitpf whego he heard gentlemen addrefs the

' f that houfe by the ftyle of ¢ The honoura-
ﬁ:ur‘nb::bzr':” He thou);ht that the houfe had already

fully and explicitly declared its fentiments, in the re-
port of a former committece, and was forry to have the
fubje& again introduced. _

Mr. Tucker was in fentiment with Mr.
obferved further, that he had always “been op fed to
the appointment of any committee in the firit of the
bufinefs ; and was equally averfe from taking it up
now : the conftitution was exprelsly aganft any titles
whatever : the introduction of them would bﬂng us
back to monarchy, and would juftify what had been
faid upon the conftitution by its enemies. What could
be the dehign of the fenate ? Did general Wathington

Page, bﬁt

‘withfora title? Did he fight for this? By no means.

Real dignity. confifts not in ‘thefe diftinétions: :}iltlcs
bring equipage, etiquette, parade, &c. to fupport thefe
libcrgty qmtfﬁgbe fa%riﬁccd ; and from fultaining the
ch independent freemen, we fhall degencrate
into fervility ; we fhall no longer be men; we M‘H
r.

depreciate 1nto ?es; a bafenefs of imitation.
by

Tucker concluded by withing the fubje@ might be dif-
miffed. == - e
Mr. Turnbull moved for a committee to inquire in-

to the difference which appeared in the votes of the
two houfes, upon the report of the joint committee
upon this {ubjec, as now held out in the meflage from
the fenate. e

Mr. Burk was oppofed to any farther proceeding in
the bufinefs, except it was to exprefs their entire dif-
approbation ; and to that purpofe he propofed a refolu-
tion aﬁa.in{t the introduétion of any title, more efpeci-
ally all imitation of European ftyles or titles, whether
given to emperors, kings, princes, or any other digni-
tarics whatever. -

Mr. Madifon was in opinion with the gentlemen
oppoled to a title ; he was not, however, for fummary
proceedings with the meflage of the fenate; he urged
the propriety of a decent and refpeétful attention to 1t
upon a variety of principles, and then obferved, that
Ae could not fee the ufe or advantage of adopting titles,
that it was evident that they did not confer power or
influence ; many of the pooreft and moft infignificant
Rates had afflumed the molt pompous aud high found-
ing titles ; what greater or more lofty title could be af-
fumed than that of * High Mightinefles 1" A ftyle al-
moft bordering upon impiety ; what real advantages
had been derived from it ? Had event fan&ioned the
idea? Titles he confidered as unconftitutional and con-
trary to the general fentiments of the people. Should
it be determined to adopt them, we muft either bor-
row or create ; old ones we fhould find inapplicable,
and they would be confidered as fervile imitations, and
new ones, he feared, would be abfurd and ridiculous.
The trye dignity of a republican government, he con-
hdered as independent of titles ; he hoped that gentle-
men would not difcover any warmth upon the occafi-
on; had no doubt but the fame unanimity would now
be thewn as before upon this queftion, and he was
therefore in favour of a committee of conference.

Ml’: White was 0ppofed to the appointment of a
committee of conference, and fugpofcd it beft to put a

y

period to any further difcuflion, by informing the fe-

AND
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obferved, that the moft impotent nations

‘when the kings of England-had only-the title of

one from Mr. Turnbull was adopted to the followin
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Mr. Jackfon obferved, that althougl; he was as much
oppofed to titles and diftinftions as amy gentlemen

Whatever, he thought however that there was a propri-

ety in appointing a committee of ‘conference, that the
refult being known, might prevent the publication of

ridiculous and abfurd contradi®ions
news-papers, which had a tendency to bring the go-

vernment into contempt.

Mr. Madifon thought that Mr. Sherman’s ideas were
not_juft ; he fuppofed that a committee might be ap-
pointed with as much propricty in the prefent cafe as
in any other, and affigned a variety of reafons to prove,
that the fubjet was open to difcuffion, and that every

didtate of policy and found judgment pointed out the

expediency of paying all poflible refpect and attention
to the communications of the fenate. _

~ Mr. Seney expreffed his mind fully in oppofition to
a committee, as he confidered the meafure fruitlefs, and
occafioned a lofs of time—wifhed that Mr. Parker’s
mortion might be adopted, and an end put to the bufi-
nefs. :

Mr. Clymer was o

{ed to the conferring of titles s

moft pompous addrefles—that they were not indicative
of power and influence was evident from falts, for

bigh-
nefs, their prerogative was much greater than it had

“he real honour and dignity of the government did fot been fince under that of moft facred majelty. € dif-

fered, however, from gentlemen, who. fuppofed that
the people were averie to diftin¢tions. It was evident,

he faid, from a variety of faéls, that they had a pow-
erful
thought fhould te counterated and checked.

led to he-

predilettion for them, and this propenfity he

Mr. Page obferved, that titles naturally
nours and diftinctions not founded always on merit,

until in time the fupreme executive comes'to be confi-
‘dered as the fountain of honour. Inducing a train of
confequences derogatory to the dignity of a. free-
man. " | |

Mr. Lee moved that the previous queftion fhould be
taken in words to the following effet~—Whether the

houfe would now &cccd to confider the fubjet of the
meflage from the

te 2 This pafled in the affirma-
tive. *-
A variety of motions were then introduced, and the

effe@t—That a committee be appointed to confer wit{
a committee of the fenate, upon the difference which

dence in report of the joint committee, upon the quef-
tion refpeéting titles, the vote of the fenate, appoint-
ing a committee to take up the fame fubjeét upon quite
oppofite principles. .

This motion being adopted, Mr. Madifon, Mr,
Trumbull, Mr. Page, Mr. Sherman and Mr. Benfon,
were appointed. |

The houfe then
the whole, when the impoft bill was taken up, Mr.
Gerry propofed that fix cents on molafles fhould be
ftruck out, and two inferted=—This produced a debate,
in which Mr. Ames and Mr. Madifon were the prin-
cipal fpeakers, but the houfe adjourned without coming
to a vote upon the propofition.

Tuvespay, May 12, 1789.

IN COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE.

.The impoft bill was taken up, and thg debate upon
the duty of fix cents on molafles was re{fumed.

Speeches upon this occafion were fimilar to thofe

which had been made upon the previous difcuffion of
e former ideas in favour of

the fubjeét; many of _ ar ¢
a reduétion of the duty were amplified, and fubftituti.
on of an excife on rum and other fpirits diftilled in
the country was contended for—on this fide of the
ueftion the fpeakers were, Meflrs. Ames, Gerry and
dhue, their obfervations were clofed by a fi-
tion to ftrike out fix cents, and leave a blank for the
fum to be annexed—The fpeakers on the other fide
were, Meflrs, Madifon, Fitzfimons gnd_Shermnn -
This part of the queftion had equal juftice done to it,
and the vote on the above propofition being taken, 1¢

ed in the ‘
P‘f{t was then moved, that the blank fhould be filled

with five cents ; this, after fome further debate, pafied
in the affirmative, by & vote of twenty-five to twenty-

three.

A meflage from the fenate was at this ftage of the
bufinefs announced, when the committee rofe. The
re of this meflage was, that the fenate concurred

) intment of a committee, to
with the houfe in the appoin B s e S
the two houfes on the rcport of a joint
the fubje&t of titles proper to be an-

-

confer with a committee of the

grccing votes of
committee, upon

titles in the

ing a tax of ten dollars
the United States,

it would fall heavily an

umed the

refolved itfelf into a committee of
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- WabpnEspay, May 13, 1789.
Mr. Thatcher prefented a petition from the inhabia.

tants of Portland, in the flate of Mafluchuf =
plaining of the high duty on molafles,

The houfe then“ went 1nto a committee on the reve-

nue bill.

China, earthen and ftone ware, 'looking glafles and

__brufhes, were added to the lift of enumerated articles
-under a duty of feven and an half

petre was exempted from duty.

per cent. and falt-

Mr. Parker moved to infert in the bill a cliufe, hav-
on every flave imported into

On this motion fome debate enfued. The gﬁntle-

:t;en from South-Carolina and Georgia oppofed it, on
e

ground of its being partiale~They contended that

_ / and oppreflively on thofe ftates,
rticularly on Georgia, and would be too odious to

endured—It would operate as a dire€t tax, which
was impolitic at this time—Others who were in favour

of the tax contended, that there was an im riet
“in introducing fuch a claufe in this bill, bccaﬂzpitci);

foreign to the true nature of the bill, It was mixin
humane beings with gocds, wares and merchandifes, in

an imp

manner--They thought it would be a pro- -

per fubje for a diftinét bill.

The motion was fupported upon general Erihc:iplcs--

h

fome meafure fhould be entered into by the general
government againft the flave trade—That the conftitu-
tion 1tfelf was calculated upon this idea—and that un-
lefs fuch a meafure was taken, it would be fuppofed,
that inftead of difcouraging it was meant tacitly to
countenance this “difgraceful trafic—On the ground of
policy, as well as humanity, it was contended, that
the duty ought to be impofed, and that it would tend
to--the -real -advantage of thofe very ftates who mott
ftrongly oppofed it.—Their national policy was deeply
concerned in the abolition of flavery—The pra&tice
was pernicious in a political and moral view, and tend-
ed exceedingly to diminifh their relative ftrength and
im nce. =
r. Parker at length, however, withdrew his moti-

on, in order to introduce a fepasate bill for the purpofe

of laying this tax.
' THURSDAY, MAY 14, 178¢.
The houfe went into a commitice on the revenue
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{feconded Parker, to allow a difcount from the
duties impofed upon goods imported in American fhips.
[This occafioned confiderable debate.] The motion
was carried by 30 againft 16, and the queftion on the
rate of the difcount was. carried in favour of ten per -
cent.

The committec having gone through the bill, rofe
and reported, and the houfe ordered the fame to be en-
grofled for a third reading to-morrow.. |

Mr. Madifon from the committee appointed to con-
fer with a committee from ‘the fenate on the difagree-
ing votes of the two houfes, on the fubje&t of titles,
reported, that the committee of the fenate wonld, for
the prefent, addrefs the prefident under the fame ftyle
and title as the houfe of reprefentatives had given

him.

‘L ON D ON, Marc 4.

HE following advice was received officially on
Monday night, from Bruxelles. The public
may rely on its authenticity.

Orders have been iffued by the government of
Bruxelles to the chevalier de Celles, high fheriff of
that place, and one of the principal magiftiates, to
prepare inftantly barracks for French troops, which
may be expeéted daily. He is at the fame time nomi-
nated commiflary of the barracks. |
The difpatch likewife adds, that another body of
French forces is expe&ted to march into Flanders, and
thac they will poflefs themfelves of the garrifons of
Oftend and Nicuport. | |

This will be done with the confent of the empe.

I0r.
Extrad of a lewer from Temefwar, Fanuary 13.
¢« We hear that the grand vizier departed from
Conftantinople for Nefla, the 12th of December, but
is derained by the cold at Adrianople. Above half the
Turks quartered in the villages of Wallachia and Scr-
via, have perifhed during this fevere winter. |
¢ In the barracks of the: fortrefs of Belgrade, where
they ought to be fheltered from the rigour of the feafon,
near 6000 men have died.—The commanders of the
troops in the Bannat, Tranfylvania ana Meldavia, are
ordered to prepare' for marching when "the weather

nate, that the houfe had alrcady determined on the

T, Coroner ~ - . - O refident. The fpeaker will permit them.” -

. Quettion, b xed to the prefident and vice-pre 4 pea : :

i conmjonr oy siopig the repors of he e e howiy I commice of the  Moch 5. Some. (hings phiefoly s g
1 Mr. Sherman {uprofed their would be an improprie- whole, continued the confideration e A mpOﬁ b;“' }l;;:m:in ' CXX : c;ltlcman of Auftin-friars ywith his

[ 5 . ‘ﬁ}' in :‘ppoiming a committee, unlefs the houfe fhould when the feveral articles, fr:an_mtﬂ:gcl; it:’mm I‘:ctll:; wife, cl%ii Fiet gand s, haw loon tacked with

I C K 311({ it refcind their former vote; he thought that to make five, were read and accepted 1in | . s moft violent diarthea, which they sttributed to

bill hyfon téa was fubftituted in licu of {wpesior green

| 4

the journals appear confiftent, this was a previous quef-

top. gomething they had eaten or drank ; but this _conl&“ndt
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