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e condic i compady second:
ihg o which 2 number of ' Rates have confented m? be‘
governed, for the purpofe of comimon defence and ge-
m'lat! 3:: true conftruétion: of.. this compaét allow cug..
grefs the right of legiflating in " wll cafes ;-wha:?\fm ¢
that woitld now: reftrain that. abfolute power no - ‘_.“,;"" |
reventing it from .’abahlhln; : {h& ; tg:?l- i.'
by jury, fhackling the prefs; and eftablifhing @ nati-!
: ozalchurch,,-wb d allow:them far greater authority,
than any found federal expofitor, I have yet heard, or

wﬁi;; 1ot declamation and fophiftry to bewilder
J :nds. ‘Read carefully the conftitution, and rely
wpon this,—that it requires no depth of {cience to dif-
cover the meaning of a conwact.—A form of govern.-
ment, beingno'more than aigc‘ncrgl__ agreement;’ enter-
«d intq by each member of lociety, muft be conftrued,

~ and experience
. takes! .
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- and dffume to themfelves, with h_um__Li‘;t}r_,,y-
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capable of betraying their country, 'is it
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favourable aufpices, will be more zeqlods to” preferve
your rights, 'and ‘promote your welfare t==Awa '-»t!\;ln
v

with the baneful proje®t of a revifal! 'Or' wait, il
Il dentonftrate the defets'tnd’ mif-

ot 4 e of i ot il
the' foregoing confidérations, T am perfuaded Jo t will
have dg difficulty in concluding aright: ' You
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It Wwith a prog *t _

revifion, compole two diffinét fe _
tant from each othétin their wifthlg, as < Heaven is
from earth.”—w«The lgaders  of -the- latter -appear
apprifed of. the efficucy of names. . Théy abhor a well

known appellation. They once eyep contended for
the name of * federalifls,” and 'wxlhﬁmuqh 0 diftin-
guifh’the friends of government biy that of, «“ confelida-
#rs.”  'They attempt now to introduce newy epithets,

pdiftinglorr

. L ® ., " 2 IR . ; g W y s 3
of ¢ democratic,” giving at the ‘fame_time a more

odious epithet to a vaft majority of “their fellow-citj-"

zens. For my part, I {hall perfift, for' fofile titne 10

come, in the ule of

scceptation of the w Ordsetme . ? |
. acrecement between two mea for
O o one to the other.—~The vecn-
dor would -r'm:,tl‘luught‘ridiculous_ in thcdlaﬁidgg:c.c;
wuld he fuppofe it neceflary to except gnd reicrve in
ﬁ:lzecd t’haf P;art of his property, abouty which there
was 10 bargain at all. —Suppofe-him-to be {eifed Qf four-
wals of Jand, and intending to convey only the, firit.
“ It would be a ftrange mode of effelting __;hls intent,
fhould the deed convey generally the whol< of his real
eftate, except the three tralts therein defcribed: The
deed ought certainly to purfue the common ‘mode of
conveyancing, that is, it fhould do no more than con-
vy the firft traét by exprefs words, deigribing-1t, ac-
cording to courfe and diftance, or me(cs and buqnds.
I demand whether fuch a deed would give the’ fligit-
et prewext for the vendee to claim the other three
ua&sr : | - - ',_+- . . .
" In like manner, my fellow-citizens, the conftituti-
on, or agreement of the whole people of America, Is
the only thing, which creates the powers of congrefs 5
‘when it enumerates and defines thofe powers; ‘when 1t
- contains no general claufe, which, by the moft ftrained
conftruétion, can conter unlimited authority ; 1s it poi-
fible, @ man of common fenie will believe,. Ehat con-
gre(s may rightfully exercife power, not mentioned, or
¢ven alluded to,. by the enumeration ? ks i

I fay rightfully ; bcc&i‘, ﬁm will fuppofe congrefs
wicked enough. to contravene the plain méaningol tae
compa, and to ufurp authority, under an arbitrary
conftruétion, you ou?t} not to fuffer congrefs, or any
other body of men, tddegiflate for. Amdrica. 'But, if
you will havealegiflative body for thefe United Stages,
it can make only one difference, whether you fay to
them in effe@®—*¢ Thus far may you legiflate,”  Or
whether you fay thus—¢ Do as-you -fhall think beft,
providcd you deprive us not of the trial by jury,
abridge the freedom of religion, reftrain the prefs, le-
vy more than a reafonable proportion on the poll, &c.
&c. &c.~The conyention adopted the formetr mode of
conferring the pow_x:\ of government ; and they did
rightt. When men are conferring particular definite
powers, they confider cautioufly every thing, which
may be done under thofe powers; but when men con-
fer general power, limited only by exprefs refervations
and exceptions, they .may probably omit fuch excepti-
ons, as may afterwards be found material,

I'have fpoken thas far with refpe& to the neceffity of
amendments. _ ' .

. -To men of extreme caution, who f?%hag_ amend-
ments are expedient to quiet apprehenfion, (and fuch
u_xdeed s the language of more than one ftate conven- .
tion,) I propofe thefe fimple queftions. . .

May not thefirft congrefs remove every plaufible or
Tational objeftion; and cure evety uneafy fcruple of
the'moft timid mind, by a folemn. declaration, to. be
€ntered on its journal, und depofited in all the archives
of America? e i

Is it not pgbable, that & wife federal congrefs will
xfdh;dy adopt this method of at once blafting op-
i Would a'declaration like this be h s facred than

* ubill of rights, ingrafted on the conftitution?

I mean not, that the declaration, in any manner,

ﬂmld be Nipllg,nant to the conftitution.—JI mean only,

that it fhowld explain, m:oudlz'-to the ideas of the

h#'u; d wifeft federal men, th (if any) which

arc dubious, or-< broad” enough fo wfford pretext for
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the people, inflammatory hairangues, pobuldar Tumours,
violent proceedings, haity decifions, arc all favourable
to their views. - In what manner they are truly ¢ -
mocraic,” or how far their oppuifition manifelts thcir
attachment to the firft grear principle of a democtacy,
they ought themfelves to explain, "This bufinefs, how-
ever, I prefume, they will not, in a body, undertake,
For, although nothing cah be more ftrict tilan their
union, their ideas of a federal conftitution, or one go-
vernment to pervade thirtecn {ubfiiting 'ff.att‘s,; are
no lefs difcordant than tiélr tempers and  difpofi-
tions. Pl ' S ] e

To denominate a vaft majority 5 the people ¢ arif
tocratics” is indecent and abfurd. Can they point out
in the conftitution any one feature of. an. ariltocracy e
It eftablithes no permanent hereditary rank, no difcri-
mination amongfl citizens.—No dignity, ofiice, emolu-
ment or right, is confined to the ¢ wealthy, or well-
born,” nor can they fhew a poffible intereit, which
any one main has in {fupporting the conftitution, which

is not common to men of all ranks, ordersand denomi-

nations, to whom any regular efficient government is
at a]l fuitable. They fpeak of the hopes of office ; and
individuals will undoubtedly kx{ggwnrd to office
under governments of every &ind. " But to pretend,
that the government has béen adopted from this ge-
neral expeltation, is truly contemptible. Nol! mniy
fellow -citizens,” the reftoratiop of national honour; fe~
urity. againit foreign foes; an exemption from civil
war ;- the regalaradminiftfation of juftice ; a remedy
againft all the danger and horrors of anarchy and con-
fufiori ; thefe are the bleflings expeéted generally trom
the new conftitution. e
In the ftate of Pennfylvania the conteft is happily
over. The FEDERALISTS there faw the neceflity
of umion to counteraét wmiom. At a general mecting
they therefore afrccd on a ticket, or a lift of chara&t::rs,
to be fupported with all their powers, at the enfuing
ele@tion. It is not conceivable, that the fame eight men
fhould be preferred to all others by twice'as many
thoufands. But the thoufands” contémplated the com -
mon objeft.—They, had prudence to perceive, that it
was attainable only by concord and.harmony; and
that the union of thoufands could pot exift without
mutital’ facrifices of opinion. They have reaped the
fruit. of their wildem, and their ticket has moit ho-
nourably prevailed. e
The choice of reprefentatives to congrefs and elec-
tors of the prefidents fhould be ‘as- diligently attended
to by the citizens of each ftate, asif each ftate folely
~flefled the appointment.. It i5 mot wholly impro.
able, that the elefions in this ftate may.be decifive.
AWhether the moft refined mode of eleétingteprefenta-
tives has been adopted, I fhall not preiume.to fay.

‘With furprife and with forrow I perceived, during the

laft feffion of affembly, nearly an equal divifion on all
momentous queftions, relative to thé new governmens.
To. recapitulate, dr comment on, “the proceedings in
the -houle, is neither my wifh nor mﬁznt I refpect
the charaéter of delegate. I know what 1s due to the
whole body ; and fhall never <prefume to ¢enfure pub-
licly, but on the greateft occafions, and on the moit
thorough conviction. At this time I only rc-n!m:,k,
that, at meetings, out of the houfe, each dn:lﬁ'on
agreed on a ticket.—I will not fay that the. federal
ticket for reprefentatives has met my entire lpipgobq.r
Gon, It was noton the whole agrecable to & fingle man
concerned in its formation. The'thing was fmpoﬂi‘.
‘ble. And yet, though ] neither attended their meet-

ings, nor agreed to their ticket, I -fhall certainly

fupport it,
'ﬂifl éxtend.
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AT e foman of s ket T
ICroath ot e IreedOm of cledtion ;.
riake s determinel poiae of resing i with
You" will ‘be "told, ' that i man’s ‘otvn '
incomnedted avith tickers” thould be the fif
adfocate ; ‘that’you fhduld Compare
didated; atid prefet thoft whiom in 'y
fHall'think the béR qualified” " °

Yoiu will be-told this{dnd & ghed
who will purfue a far différefic fine of conduét ; by
Sl oo el oae e
ment of Europe, as 'Well a6 Amcrica ih the”
a prefident.~—Théir réafbnir 1k
ntean, either that Yot h:
do Rill*Bettersf P ri
hall opénly, or indiréctly. Fecommend. - ="~ 7
A ‘man; difaffe&ted to” the” gbvertimehe, * fir, theé ag-"
misifation of whiclt B wifhes 1o Mare, " Mbilq be
oBnoxious, in ‘Pm reion £ hiy dbificies: Ttk mam Jike
wife, ‘whofe fentithents dte locked up THERE résofitory”
of his-o0wn breaft; deferves not the confidetice jer
fide.—A large fhare of commionufe
tried “integrity; “ftfong ‘motives ?
cduntry ; thefe are the right qualificatio
condutt the goverbrient.” "It requires not  pedfus; ror-
firft 'rate ‘parts, of, atiainments, to difcérh the e if-
wrefts of America.~T have lived Iong endugh to fee
this fubjedt in the prépér polnt of view.  “Men of plain
common denfe and. experience fece nothing' thton
falfe’ medium. ~They atapt "all their Ehemies*
natare of things, 'fflcl;' as they dre j and “are fefddm &ifd
pofed to give up‘fubftance for “fhadow. ' Am¥itidd;’
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ehice of either
" Xeritnce;
nmeéntito his

“thaj “never failing atiéndant on {plendid taleiits, makes

them much, feldomeér’ a blefling than a curfe*'to their
country. -If in a ftatelman they be joined to.a goed.
heart, hcw often do ‘they fuggeft brilliant pirojcéls;”

the fuccefs of which givés rather the fhew than the,
reality of public good. If thtey be unmited with'a des .

pravity of {oul, ‘the pérpettial fiicceflion of fehenies, in.
which every thing muft yield to private views, pro-.
duces, at the beft, a dircadful diforder’In ‘the i}ﬁtt,
and” wretchednefs to individtals.———Is there not at
lcaft ad inconfiteficy'“in” fpeakitig at one 4time of: the-
danger that awaits us from congrefs degenerating into
au wriftocracy, and, at another time, recommending
to your’ confidence the very men, who on'all accounts
may be moit likely to fucrifice the rights of citizens,

and the deareft inter¢lts “of their country, on ‘the -

unhallowed altars  of ambition, avarice and re=
venge. vty ‘ | ‘
Yol have been lately warned of a defign, ‘which oné
might almoft imagine to have been formned in a cor-
ciave of demons. To prefer a leader of fation to the
faviour of his country ! To a comparifon between
the men what patriot would even condelcend. To de<
lineate the charralter of one would be a rafh and. negd -
lefs attempt. It 1s engraven oh your liearts; and the
bare found of his nam¢ calls_forth ideas more ‘lively,
than all other words can convey. ‘ ¢
“There is.a ticket for eleftors, which I ¢onceive al.
together unexceptionable, If their duty required fu-
perior talents, the lift might
it demanded only dignity of charaéter, the ticket could
not, on that accouifit, be rejeted. But when theif
bufinefs is to choofe prefidents; when their cflengial
qualificatidng are, knowledge of men, integrity ~and

attachment to the federal caufe; all which the can- .

didates are known to poflefs ; when they avow their
determination of fupporting, fo far as their powers
fhall extend, the man dgain{t Whom  his mafked gne-
mies dare not utter a with; how are we to account
for the fetting up of another ticket !’ It contains indeed
honourable names ; but &y whom and /for what was it
framed ? Is it intended merely to ftrengthen their in.
tereft ? or is it ferioufly determined to ftab the vitals
of the government ?—~A wretch, capable of {6 damna-
ble a plot, would be the moft vehement in difclaim-
ing it.  There is indeed no man of miy acquaintance,
whom I cah even ftrongly fufpeét. But it 1s the part
of wife men to ran no needlefs hazards§ and
giving preference to the laft mentioned  ticket there
cant. be .no poffible motive connected with publig

good. iy T DG 00
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Subjoied are the fadera/ fickets ;ﬁmﬁoncdﬂf@e foge-
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