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To the PEOPLE of MARYLAND. mayberuled by afew men, combining from intereft
or ambition. Refleting maturely on thefe things,
X & OME time ago, it was afferted, by you will view Ariftides in his true chara&er, not the
the enemies of Ariftides, that an officer bafe fycophant;~gnd partifan of power, but the real
§ S ':Q’ of the government has no right to med- and et prezended pflertor of equal rights,—the deter-
v X dle with public affairs, except thofe mined foe to arbitrary {way. As well might' Publi-
e which relate to his ofice. This pofi- cola be compared to Catiline or Cethegus, as Arifti-
tion nas given way to another more plaufible. ¢ A des to SirRobert Filmer or Judge Jefiries. But on no
judge fhould dedicate the time, not employed in the ocqal}on, if even dexeflted and fairly expofed, would
admirifiration of juflice, to the abftrufe ftudy of his Ariftides deicend to ilh‘beul abufe.
protefion. He canonot otherwife be qualified, in all ~ What a wretched thing is man, under the domi-
cafss, to give kilful decifions, And, if he fufter nion of malignant paflions ! Publicola has even made
him{:If to be drawn into the agitations of public dii- fome malicious infinuations refpeQing the profefional
cuivn, he cannot hold with a fteady hand the feales capacity of Ariftides. To a charge of this kind it is
of ju'ice.” Let us contratt this doftrine with a ce- difficult to anfwer, without deviating from the re-
lebrated iaw of an ancient brave enlightened people, ceived rale of propriety. I am happy however, that to
whom the Publicole of all fuccecding times bave at- you, my fellow-citizens, I can fafely make my appeal.
feted to admire. In the republic of Athens, iafti- To whom has Ariitides behaved with the infolence of
tuted for the prefervation ot equal rignts, and ap- office? To whom has he denied, or wantcnlv, or
proacbing as nearly as one could wifh, to a perfett unnecellarily, delayed, or made a fhameful traffic of

“ democracy, the man, who remained inaive during juitice ? On what occafion has he failed to maintain

a civil commotion, was liable to be punithed asa his dignity? Whillt dependent on a precarious
traitor,  This law was intended to make each citizen annu?l vcte, was h‘c ever depcn:!ent in hl.t opinivuns?
feel himfelf a guardian of tne public weal. ‘I'he or did he ever yield to the improper influence of
bearing «n hign office in the ttate would have been lcading members ? He defies the world to fhew oce
the worit of all defences for a man arraigned under inltance, where he has not beftowed a bwco_m\.ng at-
this law ; as his fitustion would have naiurally in- teation > the matter before him, or where his judge-
duced his fellow-citizens to expeét from nim more ment has ?een bialfed by fear, affettion, pre)ud!ce.
fignal fervices. But, mercy on us! how culpable or partiality. He has ever felt too much anxiety
amongft cestain erlightened moderns is a judge, for not to ufe all proper means of information, and, at
affuming tue title and office of a guardian of_thc this m'oment,“he refle€ts  with a confcious pride,
conititution, and for protedting againit innovations that his decifions have been univerfally approved
in a news-paper. A mairefcommon fenfe however, by the intelligent, the impartial, and the difin-
when the duty of this guardian leads him to preferve terefled. : ¥
his fellow-citizens from the dangerous impreflion of § On no occafion have I undertaken_n tak more
peftilent doétrines, wiil admit, that news-papers are irkfome than the prefent.  When affertion 13 fubfti-
of all cthers the moft proper acd convenient vebicles. tuted for fuurd argument, and pointed authority ;
Let me here propole a few qaeries to Publicola. when that afleiton is misgled witn inveive, and
Has he never appiauded the former exertions.of flander is veated in general terms; when at one
Ariltides 2 moment Publicola maiatains almolt the do&rine of

Has he never commended the author for bis fea- Ariftides, and, at the next changes his ground jpeopies voluntarily offcring their opinions, advice,

fonable, difinterefted, and ufeful publications? when he qfcl words~Toited 10 milead, and then
Has he, on no occafion, advifed him to employ taxes Ariftides with indecency ard faifchocd for not
his pen, for the public information ? conceiving him aright ; the labour of purfuing him
Before Aritides oppofed the late paper fyflem, did appears almolt endlefs —I'here are fome who will
Publicola ever condemn him for an impreper dif- cenfure Ariftides for honouring thofe difgufting cffu-
pofal of his time ? fions with his notice, whiltt others wiil perb@l re-
But to defcend to a more particular inquiry,— quire a comment on every part, v$
Did not Publicola, in the moit flatcering terms of It wes impofiible for common fenfe to confider the
approbation, fpeak to Ariftides of a publication in recent appeal of the delegaies otherwife than as an
the feffion of 1784, by which Ariftides had the credic attempt to force, at laft, upon the fenate a meafure,
of having prevented a committee from bringing in wh_xch it had re?eatcdly and }lnafnlmt')uﬂy r‘E)eﬂcd.
their report for an emiffion cf paper? Ariftides conceived every principle of, policy and
When Publicola, from being the decided enemy ju'tice oppofed to the plan ; and the means of effeét-
of paper, on a fudden became as decided an advo- ing it, fhould they fucceed, appeared far worfe tkan
cate, it ftruck many men with wonder and amaze- the meafure 1§fe|(. It was the geneial idea, .zhat t.hz
ment. But who was there, that confidered Publico- fenfe of the p_cople ﬂlould be convcxed by writtep in-
la’s propafition as a fignal for chacging his swn ftruments or infiruions, At the inttance of feveral
opinion ? refpe&table men, he prepared a draugh_t, exprcﬂing
The man, my beloved coustrymen, who makes in the moft decent refpe@ful terms, a difapprobation
truth bis gaide, and your fubflantial good his obje&t, of the plan, and defining the/peoples gencral right
mof ever raife.up enemies to himfelt. Publicola of interference. Had there really exilted a difpute
has called me the partifan of power. He feems to between the two branches, neceflarily and conftitu-

bave adopted the cant.under the tormer goveroment. tionally to be decided by the peopls, it was certain- .

wer is there, to which Ariftides pays his ly improper for cither a fenator or delegate to dic-
mr‘t‘? p;:ve;c ’laboming to augment the lst}{ority tate either the form, or fubkance of the decifion, The
of ‘the governor and council 2 And if fo, how is it interference ot Ariftides, both as a matter of right
they can requite him 2 Is it then the fenate, whofe and a mn_uero.l dmy.' was natural, proper, and con-
authority Ariftides would ere& on the ruin of your fiftent with his official charalter. But no {eoner
liberties ? Has he made any atterope to extend zheir waa his draught fubmitted to the public, than be

privileges, asgment their power or increafe the du- was abufed in news-papers, by Pablicola, by the -

i i as he ever afcribed o them delegate of Anne-Arundel, by a fcandaloas anony-
:;::: &feﬂ;:;:?“f’ :n::.ing laws ? He well krows mou% letter writer, and by feveral o:hets, not to be
that the fenate t even propofc a meney bill, and named. He thep fupported his epinions by a
that, whenever They venture to propofc any other pamphlet, the fuccefy of which exceeded hl:’ moft
hill, which is rcjeled by the delegates, there is an fanguine expedlation, Trofting(entirely. to the for;e
end of the bufinets. ey never shink of appealing of his reafons, and tkag‘{up. the qaeftion ondt e
to0 the people, and thereby compelling the delegates true conftra&ion ot thg’d nﬂnnuonk.. l:le tuote no
to adopt their propofal. He. mult then, after all, other book or zuthority of any d;:lr: at, as
be a partifaa for tne power of the delzgaten He bas many of you thought the op rﬁ:e,l = |_n:dcou_nte-
maintained indeed, that, in pailing or :Kaingll.nlls n:3cedn§;t.the‘::n::plllzsh¢:d cev'eer: fo::\l:ir “:'Q:::;

of per equality ; and patriots ; s | !

?;l t‘l::‘: Pl:c“x:l:cr;b:rr: ::;' ‘::::'bnf:h are 3 full’;i. morzprenlcnt thaa reafon, he .datefmme:“;o con-
berty to exercife their own judgments. Examine fult _books. and quote authority. fH‘eh L :cnr
well the pofition,” and fay whethes it can joflity the perufed the effays on government, ol fnﬁei; Jw:.?’
charge.—~That the pofition has ever been denied, or Locke, From paffages in Pablico! ‘b. r i h;,
be greci‘nm:z is not, becaafle it would tend to'the he bad fo pofed them advocates for the right of the
Cﬁlrliﬂ\ment of undue power ; but becaufe, if both people of England to conto!ﬁtl:lexl:or:;;h gx:t!:c:’.
branches, as to the ordinary affairs of governmant, and was usml.y aftonithed to fin hl : ( ﬁefh
are nndc; tte control and direétion of the people, poxntcc}ly in his own favour. He there o;c pu 't‘ -
ore of them mult become far greater than ;hc_ othtl;t. ed .‘gf.tl:” n:’:;toem:if‘r;s;:fc::;o:.mn" w'hui?l:
From the natare of things, the people mult, 1o moft againit his ] By

ide i iri reprefen- vaguely they bad quoted againtt him. Hence fprung
::t{ic:;ad"'i'd;c‘:o?fve::l;n(::: t\:‘itlllrt::‘ S‘xiegmteio fmn of ths ugye and clau:lour of Pablicola. Like a foaming
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that time, was concerned for his deldfion, He did
not, however, think proper to anfwer the pamphlet
of Ariftides, nor the excellect effay in Mr. Gud-
dard’s paper. On a vain fappofition, that Ariftides
bad miBtaken the meaning-of * Sycney, he,reproaches -.
bim with rot underitanding what he read. Ex-
amine the paflage again.

‘¢ Bvery coonty does not make a diftin&t body,
‘¢ having wu a fovereign powdr, but is 2 mem-
‘¢ ber of-that great body, which compreherds the
whole nation. It is not therefore for Ken:, or
Suffex. Lewes, or Maidftone, but for the whole
pation, that the members chofen in tnefe places
are fent to parliament. Ard though it be fit for
¢ them, as friends and neighbours, fo far as may be

to hearken to the opinion.ot ele@ors, for the in-
‘¢ formation of their judgmeants, and to the end,
‘¢ that what they fhall fay may be of more weight,

when every body is known no: to freak his
own thoughts only, but thole of a greater number
of men; yet they arc not frictly and properly
obliged to give an accoust of their s&tions to any,
¢ unlefs the whole budv cf the naticn for which they

ferve, and who are equaliy concerncd in their de-
¢ cifions, cculd be aflecbled This beirg imprafli-
‘¢ catle, the only punifimcmt, to whica thev are
‘¢ fubjelt, ifthey betray the'r trult, is fc rn, infa .y,
‘¢ hatred, and an aflurance cf beirg iejectez, when
¢¢ they fhall again feck the fame henour, &c.”

I ftill maintai. my conftre&icn to be right. “Whea
Mr. Sycney afferts, that a thing cannot be done, he
has more fenfe than to fuppcfe the pevple nave a
rightto doit. Is there cught in this, or any o.her
paffage to fhew, that, if a majority of counties and
boroughs fhculd join in ore letter of inftruion, the
whole houfe of ccmmons would be bound imylicitly .
to obey it 7 Ariftides might here retéit; but every
body knows that Pubiicola and he are both learned
enough to underftand piain language.

The difpute is not concernirg tie propriety of the
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or remocftrance. In times to come, p=riaps thefe
may operate as feafonabie checks to arbitrary pro-
ceedings. Whenp genuine, and farly obtained, who
is there will dare to defpife t-em? When obcained
in the maorer lately eflayed, on a fubj=&, whereon
the people in general never pretendec to be compe- “
tert to decide, who is there of a proper turn of
mind that will hold himfelf bound to obcy ? Take
the following paffage from Mr. Hume, an auther
wiofe political eflays have becn ever gicatly re-
fpefted.

¢¢ The political controverfly, with regard to in-
¢ ftru&ons, is a very frivoious age, and can never
¢¢ be brought to any decifion, as it is managed by
¢¢ both parties. The countrg party pretend not,”
¢ that a2 member is abfoiutely bound to foow in-
¢ ftru@ions, as an ambaflador, or general, is bound
¢ by his orders, and that his vote is not to be re-
¢¢ ceived in the houfe, but fo far as it is conform-
¢ able to them. The court party again pretend
‘¢ not that the fentiments of tbe pespus ought to have
¢ no weight with each member; much lefs that he
¢ ought to defpife the fentiments of tbefe he repre- |
~¢¢ {ents, and with whom he is more particularly con- !
¢ hefted. And if their fentiments be of weight,
¢ whp ought they mot to expres them? %‘he
¢ queftion then is only concerning the degrees of
¢¢ weight, ‘which ought to be paced on inftruc-
¢ tions, &¢. &c.” .
" 1 dare béligve no man of the leat confideration in’
England etgrfuppofed, if inliructions were not obey-
ed, that the people had a right to diffalve the .
vernment. ~ The difpute in Enghand is indeed frivo~’
Jous ; bat our difpute is of a different caft; becaafe
Publicola exprefily denies, that <elegates or {enators
‘have a right to vote ngainﬁ them, or that the legif-
Jatare can decline pafing a law, diQated by a ma-
jority of counties, If you can adopt his fentiments,
the confequence will be this. Either the difobe-
dience of the legiflatpre may prodiice convulfons in
the ftate, or, by the inftrumentality of the people,
a fingle man of great popular talents, or a'(mail_
combination of fuch men, may carry meafures againft:
the united wifdom of the legiflatare,

® On the miffake occafoned by Publicola’s frf ad-
drefiy it was matwral for Arifides to [peak of Mr.
Sydngy, in terms of di a’rrahm’n. _He aas net fully’
apprized of Mr. Sydry's sherit, but ox fruding be bad
wrenged bim, it was satwea) for a.man of candour
10 maks a conceffion, altheugh be could addrefs only
the manes of the injured patrist. To acknowledgr 0olux-
terily_an errer. is the part of a libiral fesl, .
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fuperior worth .will prefer a feat in the fenate, dg- championbhe bhas. lr:thed fm't‘l;‘,e xeg:rt‘l'\;? l’?fd h:::'::; z‘f‘_}:’ :‘{0:::;1 u: :i:nfzﬂt::% ::. fl .,
. e ot i . One provided he could annoy the ma v '8
g::i:i ‘i‘ill.Lr;zn:&t:.&e;zg;:;“g;e::? t:::lc:he flate Errpnged nor withed to wrong him, and whd, at wrexgs jeexer then astoms for oms, :
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