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APOLFETICAL SERMON. '
"« HoNBSTY, xi;rii Anu'rrPoL,‘g",_?,: .

HE wniverfal. affent which this maxim

has obtained, feems to thew that it has—-

g‘at}&. :

- o7 the experience of mankind for'its bafis
R - § and thE: however we may be'led ,59"},'
5m’g{*b; the prevalence of oppofite principles,
o Jllured, by the profpeéts of prefent advantage,
jzto the pat

hs of daplicity and deceit, the way of !
= = itt-in-the—end-be the moft ealy, fafe_and af dilianely;fo—clofely connedte

cife baundaries between the meafures adopted in
the. purfuit . 9{ A neceflary occapation, a:g ct.!mﬁ:
which the firiGknefs of honefty will not warraat. - .
-In every cafe of this doubtfal nature, let os bave
secourfe to-the abave infallible precepts ;-and if we
tail in the ob'f:uance of them, however our copdu&
may be fandlioned by-weak, improvident ‘or. upjuft.
laws, we may then pronounce that we have frayed
from tha paths of honefty and fair dealing, .
In the regular and ordinary intercoarfe of men,
we fhall find few profeffions mmrt from a fpecies

’o}‘:;ﬁ]:s’ view of the fubje&, we are led to admire
. widom of providence, which has_ added this
serfol incentive to re&itade, and in aid of our re-
fisious and moral obligacions, has afed the more
> forcible ties of intereft to urge us to our daty.

The divine who poinss out to us the means of ob-
uiting eternal happigefs, will defcribe honefty as a
" aeceffary- vircue, and/expatiate on the fature punifh.
- wents which a violafion of its precepts will draw up-
- ends;——The legiflator who enas. his laws. for
e fecurity of our lives and properties, arms them
. with the more obvious terrory of temporal penalties ;
_Both, too often; without effe®t ;—The impious
iever will deride the threats denounced from the
— alsit, and the violater of worldly Ratutes hopes to
elude their vigilance by the fecrecy’ of his
crimes.—Then only, when it is the intereft of men
o be honett, can wa expe& to find tl}em truly fo ;—
Aud then only will mankiad be wholly free from
kewvery when they are thoroughly convinced, that

Hinefly is the bef Pelicy. 4 :

t

wndel

A This pesfuaiion however, fo negeffary to be adopt. - the- way to Heaven, w

g “dazd (o conformable to every principle of rcalon

i ad equity, does not immediately take pofleflion of
tiezind ; and it may pethapg be difficult to re

abelief in the neceffity of honeRy,~wit

.............

e indoftry :—The merchant who
- thrives on the general wants of his neighbodrs,—
The_ lawyer who procures his own peace by the dif-
fentions of the reft of the '
cian who lives by Yh‘é“mﬂm'o('ﬁvhoﬁ.,and
death,—Nay, even the divine; who is happy in'this
world, by teaching others to be fo in sie next.—All
of thefe will find temptations, (dificult to be refift-
ed,) contingally urging them to fwerve from the
ruje of right.— ie g
Yet is Honefly the boff Policy.—The merchant will
find his bufinels ingreafe, in proportion to the repu-
tation he has maintained for honefty in his deakings,
while the vifionary fchemes of fraud will terminate

.in poverty and ruin ;—th¢\ lawyer wha exests his
talents in_the caife 6t jakige o ly, will even in this
world find his re enfc- faperior to that of the

dealer in -knavery--and” chicane;—the phyfician

who makes the welfare of his patieats the chicf ob- -

je& of his aflidpity and attention, will meet wi
honour and profit for his reward ;—and-the divine
*will obtain the moft fedulous difeiples in leasning
eems moft likely by his
praftice to arrive there himfelf.

community,=<The phyfi- -

) {

9
of the one will meet with immediate co ion,
while thofe of the others will'bm' cum‘zr:iag\?:f:
spplauded, yet will they, on examination; be foand
to_have equal juftice for thejr fupport, . * i

' A man agreed to pay,for the Merchandife which
be purchafed, a certain quantity of a fpecific article
. ~Tobacco ; Bat will it be concluded that the fel-
ler—cgpe&e.d,to feceive, or the buyer to pay twenty
or thirty times ,more than the real and a&usl value .
of the goods in queition.—Surely net,—But -this

view of the fubje& is fer afid : \
wizhhﬁmmbnerﬁaﬁ%@mgmw% =

And -althoogh —the-real ggd Teafonable worthofa
lamdiin S e a
commodity is generally acknowledged to beotbc
‘equusable confideraion for the purchafe of it, -yet
fhail I be told in the words of. the Jew? that it is not

fo written “in their bonds d th i i
i g i , an at vutil kcan rail

. the s wi i

e i m, azgument: will be ufgd in
. How will the other cafe ftand ?— ma
himfelf 10 pay a fum of noney—-he"di:pay ?t‘fogge
i6{o depreciared a flate as to be little or noWeal
fatisfa@ion for the debi=tuy kis~contrat wus for
m'ogey,’_and _lite.rally be has complied: vith it, by
difcharging it.in money. . The reaforing oo the
cafes moft be exallly dle fame.—The morey grew
worfe and the tobacco,grew better, and in bath there
was the fame-departure though in diffeicnt dir:tions ™ .
from the equitable rule of a&ual worth at the time
of the contra&®.—To ilinttrate—A. wa: indebted to
B. in 3 fum of moaey befcre'the war, ard paidit - A

aper when_deprseiated to the raie of twentvifor. °
one, B. afterwards in the courfe of the war, fells
goods 10 A. on credit for tobaceo, which becumes
at the time of payment, cqaal to iwecty times the
value of the goodsmmHow—ciii=h - T

&S
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- The pen and daring violations of honelty
generally brought aboat by fome caufes thas

H._._'h‘?.(u?.‘.u,...dii.f.l.“)’.b.th&..nrdizury..courtb.of.&hingl;,-!..,.,.w.',r.,.Jing.;mszy’;-Bv-my ciztorwa FUNFTITVED mvn:if-
**Bire of it which we oblervé Tn the commerce of the -~ Thus a flate of war, by unfettling the common ed to pay me in toducco 3—Says 4. T) payrmest was
suld 3 the truth is that our profeffions and praitice . round of “commercial tranfalions and_exhibitiwg juft, for I contradted to pay you in mamey j—Says

- AETTIITOTTTS Wand 7§
Says B. ycu prid mea faliing *for a pound ;—

Says A. you made me piy you a ppund 1o, a fhil-

SR |

> itho

#e 100 often at variance,-and that we feldom even new objeQs-of purfuir, generally calis forth a fpirit B. you deccived ms by the tender jaw ;m33-4 A,
~nk-right;-till-the-occorrenceolfome{eniiblean=—o ot-deceived-

neity. -

'ﬁ, =

Mmewithout ary favi: ajl l—Says 3, [

wavenience tells us, that we have both thoaght and
= 1&ed wrong :—Hence it is that the policy of honeity

late war did' mot fo fully juflify.this.cbfesvation..

oo often neglecad sl sy bac v
o At v
~belief in 'its—glﬁcuy-m more the refult of neceflity

ente O ,
Would to Heaven that our tranfactions during the "'was a8 fufferer by ihe wari—Andiaesrot

fufferer by the pesc . ‘ i
- heir acm-;p. 213

~'A maan.before-the commencement of the war owed

tnation;—————————~— .

work of Godj the fentiment is thort, but compre-

“benfive, and it is to be lamented that fo .noble 2

o woek is fo feldom found amoengft us, for if it be true

hat honefty is the beft policy, that which we poffefs
will be found weak indeedi—- . -

How, or wherefore, a quality fo nesefflary for the |

porpoles of mutaal intercousle, fo dignifyicg to our
ntare, 22d fo confonant with our ideas of perfeétion,
fioold in almof} every breaft meet with fo many con-
tartaing pafions, may be'a'fit fubje@ for fpecula-
tire refearches to determine on. - -
It may perhaps be more ufeful -for us to inquire
¥y what meand honefty -has -vapithed -from among
ti~by what poffibility it' can be'reftored,-and (im
erder to afiit our inquiries) to determine firft of all
inwhat-it confifts ; that we-may not fiatees onrfelves
s4hat we poflefs the fubRance, when even the fhadow
#itis difcountenanced and negleted. * < 7 °
* The rales of ‘héeéRy” are -fimple and plain, and
lewever widely our dealings #nd connexions -are ex-
tmded, the regulation iof our‘conduét by thofe rules
vill keep us in the right path. £ Poa i
The feripture prevept—-Do' as you would be dore
Vj—may be fiyled the parent of honeftys - -* -
* Homan Jawd have more particularly defined oor
Sligations—Give evély idan his own—and,' Do
Mfonoman, ¢ 0T o Lo
- Compared  with " théfé “ibjon&ions, . kow will oor

v Mand The telF " Can we appedl 10 our own wereins he exercifeof-a—lawfal-occupation,

in trade j—when- the paper-cuncncy--;achepucia:-»&heulkf}o debtors,- bat rejeted-by the ;';r;fé";"fﬁin-.»f_»._... :
ed fixty, eighty, or an hundred fold, he: paid off - 11, I thal H i

his debt with the produ& ot a few bufhels ot wheat,
or 8 hoglhead of tobacco ;——Was that man
honef 2—Yes—For he had the laws of the land to
countenance and fanélify his conduét.—Buat can the
law make that right which is in itfc]f wgong 2—Try
it by the rules of honelly—Has he done as he
would be done by.?—Surely, nol—It would.be ad-
ding diflimulation..to. igjufti it.—Has he:
iven every man’ his.own ?—The very fa& proves

that he has not.=~Has he complicd with the precept, vife for th_E_iiivfcharge’o.LTEl_x debts, ‘3:13& have fofe ~  §

by dging hart to no'man i—Let the creditor wh
has fo deeply fuffered by the paymemt, anfwer the
queftion. i A .
» This clafs of men may bly think.their policy
{uperior -to that of honefty ;—time may perhaps
fhew them the contrary. - 5 =
. -A uimber of men who had goods for fale at that
period of ‘the war when our neceflities were prefiing,
and our abilities fmall, fold them oa credit for t®-
bacco at the moft enormous and immoderate rate,
and by the_fobfequent increafe in the value of that -
article. bave raifed immenfe fortunes for a few incon-
fiderable articles, to the ruin of many who have ua-:
fortunately dealt with them. S
... This: point will be difputed—I afk for informa-
tion.~eAre thefe men_ honeft i—Sarely fo.—~They

8 .’em—_qf«noncyfwhiclrhrlgzd*borromd”df?lucna*f’A Wérd‘mre—on—-tob:rt't&"debts—A/ Ell Wag e
v H H e -

RSeTe ¥ FUNEA,

y Would 1t°8e for the community if fuch only were
interelted in the fubje®. ~ A

' e

honefty add “juftice of this_bi : gire—— 4&-
into—It had many advocates and t:;:pol'cl;xsl:\f-;—‘!‘:,i the ‘ !
latter it was treated with maay epithets of derifion 3
among the reft rbe truck 64ill and the tra/b 4ill, take
-ing this denomination for a juft.one, I will vecture
to affert that it would have proved an equitable dife
charge of ghe greater part of our tobacco con/l‘r‘aan Fl
—For they originated in trafh, .and by t:ath fhould ,
~they-be_completed,—To—be—ferious, the man who — :
murmurs at any mode which the legiflatare can de- l(-‘

N Pt
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welfare of all otheri with-whomrbeis concerned. i
Let us proceed with our inquiries, i
. A number of men who have large poffeflions are i
pathetically lamenting our difireffed fituation, and ———- - $«§.
enlarging on the burthens—of-the peop'e i -they are L
living in afflaence and luxury, but the.r taxes are g
“unpsed ; by their own remiffnc(s. chey bring on the !
evils of which“they complain. : ‘ ‘

Are thefe men hogett ?

. A number of men who have regularly paid up
their taxes, huve the fatisfaltion of feeing that they
have been honefter than their neighbours, and have
comparitively been lofers by their, honefty, while . ¥y
thofe who Bave been negleéiful of this duty, are ‘

llowed to fpeculat he public.
a f.w.e;.:. gnf.e;usa enponLt ¢ public

There
4-Rere

Varts 2ad impantially inguire—whether ‘we ihave’ was.na obligation or neceflity for the bayer to take

oy e thefe things ?>—Feéw, [ fear could anfwer to
[ Yielr wn fatietaBion.—Few indeed, thocgh exempt
«fom the more open’ breaches of honeity;-could ac-
quit.themfelves. of thofe imperceptible innovations

5 vhick ‘our paffions apd inclinations daily arge us to
tive way to.— : e .

. Dithonéfty has taken deep root among® us~—In

o we fad it triamphantly. raifed above the reach
~Mpuifment or cenfure; and-extended beyond:the

Nterference . of fenfibility: or- fhame;~1In others by

—“Suatthat is fill rematoing in bur breaftsuem . -

: nht fmall, aid.almott “imperceptible devistions
=Y "Rit infyetions, ‘moR be:admiteed, and. perhaps
it Uere sy be:fome-difficalty in afcertaining the pre-

been - made:by men of the moft hoaeft and up-

the goodls, or to fipulate for that kind of payment—
Conm&_:, are of a facred nature, and muf not be in-
terfered with, o .
The law has, and will fo determine. _
Yet ihefe principles may perhaps deceive us, and
10 the unerring roles ot hoaefly we muft again have
1ecourfe ;—Have the fellers.in this inftance done as
~they-would be done by.i—Let them anfwer.—Haye
theyr given every man bis own ?—-_Ahco}:npanfon.of
“the triflingnéfs of the.commodity with the enormity
e e e b

av ¢t to no man {—To man
¥ indeed, they have done an irretrievable hure,
;?p:yve:y aad tnienytre attended with that effe&.
We will however.try them a little further, by com- -
“paring théir condud -with that of the man who-bas
paid depreciated paper 3 and althoughithe principles,

o S

e

A number of men who complain that they can
neither pay their taxes or their debts, are @il living F §
with diffipation and extravagance, are fupporting. '
their familics in the higheft fiyle, and contratting
new obligations inftead of paying “off their oid ones.
—Are thefe men honeft ? - 2

There is yct another fpeties o

ties ofdifhonefly thae
feems to be gaining ground amongf us,)and that ¢
the moft deteflable kind ; it is tha€ dithoneliy whix
attempts to-1ob & man i3 ‘name, and in the {
rofecution of {0 /azdable n fets-trath a=d
noar at.defiance, i :

s

o, avd nierits a fevercr -
ietuy thaa it has yet met with.«=ls the man whao
has done this koneft ?—~Moft cejrainly not.—But he {
thal]l find that honelty would have been_the be
polidy—for in_attempticg to_ injure the. fame gf ’
others, he has efct”t\ullyl loft his own, and eveh - -

B




