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To the ProrLE of MAR.YLAND.

G A M told. that the thinkin} part of
g mankind have condemaed me for pub-
1 % licly aff.rting and maintaining, that,

‘& until the ends of government ﬂ“:il be

‘% ververted, or liberty maniteitly endan-
gfgﬁ%fbf;ht not to interfere with the delibera-
a9 of the fenate. Thev acknowledge the truth of
the pefision, but they apprehend danger from bring-
fag the quettion into controverfy. To me this ceo-
?n(«m: pot to have originated trom deep think-
jsz—The ad4refs of your delegates had afferted the
risbt of inftru&tions in the fulleft extent and in the
Both enemies and

friends of the paper fyem had offered their draughts
fr fabfeription. Tt is probable that a majoriy of
e pm;lé will te found oppofed to an emifiva,
Bat, bad not the right of binding the fznate by ia-
#udtions been denicd. the proceedings on this occa-
£20, might hereafier be cited 4s » precedent. The
§eece of the fenate on this point is truly to be com-
piecded 3 becaufe their denial of the rig}n wm:xld
Bare 1 rded a pretext «f charging them with an in-
gaporate thirtt of power—They had already been
1-culed of contemning the rights, wants, and feoti-
pets of the people, and’ of being aétuated by an
everbearing aciftocratic fpirit. Whetner ar not they
poTefled powers for the geoneral good, was a queition
¥'ish they thoughtimproper at this feafon for them-
feivey tv difcufs. On thefe feveral accounts, 1t was
By duty, as a guardian ot the oon.ﬂir.uzion, and not
pericolarly interefted in the quettion, to poteit a-

‘int what T thought a moft dangerous ionovaitons —other

A [econd clafs of political reviesers have pafled on
more_fevere featence. They have declared,

thing.
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dence; and it is intended for your diredtion, if at
any future difaftrous period an attempt fhall be
made to enflave you, or to take away any of your
conftitutional rights ; providid always, that you bave
no other means of redrefs. By exprefs Ripulation there-
fore, is veited in the people that right which they
inherit from nature, and which they might vindi-
cate without the fipalation,

Tae right of the people to bind their reprefenta-

tives, chufe.n ucder this compad, is quite a different
If it exifts at all, it muft, as well as vhat, be—*—¢
founded on the conllitution, or be inheren:.
mere fophifiry to allege, that a leffee right is in-
volved in the greater; becaufe that greater right
cannot be exercifed without a fufpenfion, or a diffo-
“lution of the government, and this lefler right is to
be exsrcifed, whil the comftitution remains in fuil

It is

force and vigour.
No man 13 been yet hardy enoagh to conftrue

any part of the declaration or the form of gcvein-

ment into a pofitive recognition of this right. But,

although in muking ample provifion for the appaint-

ment of reprefencatives, the contlitutiun has not faid

a word about it, there are fome men, who save fup-

pofed it involved in the rig ¢t of fu 8¢ —

In the beginning, it was esouga tor meto (hew,
thet even aimittirg a right of binding yoer immne-
diave repreientatives, it wosld be incompaidle with
the initituton of two citinél bremcher far you to
have the fame rient of bindiny tre fcneze.  On this
he.d, ] iN.i mane ma additiceal rema k, except
this very #: ®ing one M lae con be ;aQ-d 0y tne
legiflazare, usiil a bill be propofed by ore 10 ‘he
190w if the pcoplo cam d.re€t both branc' e
when, in eonlequence of veur initruciions, a oill is
originated and propcied by ore, the other’s ri. e of
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revert to the people, whilft that ent lafleg = i
e ) government lafts RS
becaufe having provided a legiflaave with p: weg -
tolcununuc for ever, they have given up ther politi=
g: ;grfw:r to the legiflat ve, ana cartot refume 1t
ut if they haye fet limits to the duration of t: e
legiflative, and made this fepreme power in any .
‘;perfon or affembly, only temporary ; or elfe, when
y the mifcarriages of thofe in authority, it is fore
% f_med; upon the forfeiture, or at the Cetermina-
tion ot the uk:n: fet, it reverts to the fociety ; and

< -bave a right to 2¢t as fupreme, and
:: continue the legifl itive in themfelvus or ere@ &
new form; or, under the old form, place it id
U Inew hands as they think good.”
demand whether this be not a i ]
tl’:(iri;y again{t Publicola’s de@rine IS
ave m t diligently examined Mr. Al
Sydney’s difcourfes on government ; lfu:;i ing:l::ou.f
thofe the foliowing words : i
*¢ We always inay, and often do, pive i i
» giveinft
to our delegates ; bat the lcfs weglet'.elrn:hreur:m:::'
more we manifelt our own rights, for thofe, "who
have cnly 3 limited power, muft limit tnat which
they give; but ne that can give an unlimited
¢ power, muft neceflarily have ic in Limielt.”
P-Im_- :
n nis page 451, is the following mo:
and more intelligible paflage. s oy
¢ Every co. nty dees not make a diftin@ bedy. b ve
“ ing in itfelt a fovereign power; but it isa m- mber
¢ of that grcal.b‘dy, whnich comprehends the wrole
¢ pation, [t is not. t' erefore tur K nt or -ufizx,
¢ Lewes or Meidtton., but for t. e wrole naticn,
¢ that the members chofen in thofe piace. are font
¢ to ferve in parliament. And though it be it for

o :hem. &, friends and neizbbeurs {0 a3 as mav be o
8 _l ez 3
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thy difputes about the right are perfeltly immate-
il: that, let the meaning of the coattitution be
Wit it may, the fenate is bound to re(peit th= opie
jors of the people; that the prople, not bei. g able
exiflate advantageoufly for themf-lves, ought in,
2olt cafes.to leave both branches entitely free s that
ther every thing that can be faid or decsrmined,
wienever the great body of the people fhail think
oper to exercife thewr powwer, the right will be cut
ﬂz"e qu ftion. To all the.e pefitions, except the
I cannot admic, that it isnu-
peory to fetile the quettion, whether, sgreeable to
e confiitation, the psople may otlige either branch
R pafs a particalar bill. ~ So lorg as the people thall
be impreffed witn an idea that they cam, at;aoy
tine, cenflituticnally cuntrol and direct the legiflature,
tkey may think it their duty f.todo; aud they
wilib- applied to for that purpofe, whenever men
¢f popular talents fhall be difappointed in their
favaerite cheme:s ‘Thofe circamftances therefore will
be moe likeiy to take place, which mightend ina
¢.0 lution of the government—I meap an attempt 10
bird the fenate by inftru@ions, and the fenare’s re-
fidog to a&t agair.ft their own judgments. But, let
the people be thoroughly convinced, that they can-
r4 control the legiflature without a fufpenfion or
¢ifolution of that government, which almotit every
ba bas fworn to maintain, ind he tha: applies to
the people, except on” occafions of the lalt impor-
tzce, will be d.emed vo better than a promoter of
fdition, or what St. Paul calls *¢ a pellilent fellow.”

Tke do@irine of the birding force of inflruflions

s been adepted opon a mittaken id-a, that it is
toenelted with the principles of the Englith and A-
xerican revolutions, In England there was fuppof-
o to be a fipulation between the goveroing and
YJoverred, which was breken by one of their kinus.
0o that occafion, the people, without effentially
thanging their forms, transferred the fapreme exs-
tutive power to other hands, 1n America, even the
ferms of government huve been charnged, and the
mrolution, in every reipe@ is complete.—We re-
Rled the attempt again our freedom, we threw off
‘55 fetters of de;cndence, and we adopted fuch
I}gﬁe.s of government, as we thought moft fuitable to
94r circum. ftances,

In Maryland, as in her fifter Rates, thereis that,
vhich has been much talked -of by fpeculative
witets, and has never before exitted, unlefs in a few
fccbifu]l infances qucted by Mr. Locke. We have
aral compadt, entered into on bebalf of the peo-

}'e by their genuine reprefentatives, chofen for that

parpofer—Thewhole-
sommitted to two diftinét bodiss of mén, awitbest the
-'-'S."’ of botb which, no propofition can be pafled into
Lhiw. There.i)-however a fpecial refervation, that
vheoever ‘they’ thouldbecome unmindful of their
3, 0r pervert the'ends of theiriappointment, of

drffer iy Takew away The—<doctme—theretere fo
materially contravenes pca.ve p-ovikon:, that the
framers would have-at l.at made an excep'iom in
its tavour, had thev inteaded or conceived thai the
people fhould puflefs it,

It may feem extraorlinary that a man, writing
on fo important a fihje@, thowld have had no re-
courfe wr authority, The truth is. I conceived my
arpuments too powerful to reed tne unfair #id of
mighty names. It does not indeed occur to my ms-
mary, that any \writer betore myfelf has examined
the cafe of alegiflature, confitting of two ditda & bo-
dies of m.n, deriving their tuthctity immediately,
or ultimatelv, from the 2t of the pzople. My pro-
pofition has beea {tigmaiifed with the epithet of new-
fargled. Ic mavindeeld te called oew, becaufe it is
a fimple derial of an afirmative pr 'pofitios, never
advanced untii the late unlucky difagreemeat.

The writer of a fhrt efay in Mr. Godda'd’s pa-

per of March the 2d, Ras examined the right of in--

ftrutions general.y. He has done it in 2 mawner fo
fimple, concife and maderly, th t no @sn who reads
it with a fincere defire of attaining the truth, can
withho!d his affent from amy thisg it costains. Being
inferted as a fugitive piece, containing nothisg but
plain good fenfe, and the author being unknowa, It
miy probably, by this time, be slmolt forgotten. I
would recommend a perafal of it toevery man who
entertains a doubt relpeting the fubjeét...

1 did not, at fislt, take notice of an effay under
the fignature ot Publicola; but | underftand that the
asthor’s confident affertiots, and the great names he
has mentioned for autboriti¢s, bave even ftaggered
men in the right faith. He has informed you, asl
coliect from the whole of his piece, that Mr. Locke,
lord Molefworth, and Mr. Trenchard, have main-
tained with their pens the right of binding by in-
firu@ions ; that Mr. Hambden and lord John Ruf-
fel have maintained it with thc.ir blo_od,.nnd that
Mr. Algernon Sydney hes maintained it with both.
In a popular harangue, this affertion might not fur-
prife to Wi ) l
and open for examination, there is no excufe or pal-
liation for it, except that which Publicols would

ifdain to offer. ‘
dl?:lM:. Locke’s two celegmed treatifes of govern.
ment, I can find nothirg ¢ countenarce the opinion,
that in a goverzment by reprefentation the people
have a right to prefcribe a particular law. He coa.
fiders the ratural unalienable right of interfering,
when the ends of goverament are perverted or liberty
manifeftly. endangeted, in the fame l.lght as [ have
at he does not go quite fo far with

eI'*Offkgm‘ﬁﬂn-il—dﬂnh—;%.’_gnﬁmng_{mim‘md_wmd;SkﬁjUim_lw ndham ; but does rot fay

refpe@t to the legiiia
fentiments of tllle people.
Jing Publicola, congeives U
::d:::ghi: ‘LOOk wi'th tlé !ollolwm w:rdls ? byt
.iety hath placed the legl
LT {ne:\ topcontinue in them, and

Would any man, after
e, that Mr. Locke con-

Committed to writing. publithed to the world, -

opthton-ut ereftorsfoerthetmrors———
‘¢ mation cf their judgments, and to the erd that
¢¢ what they fhall {ay tha.} be of more w i ht, whea
¢ ey:ry one is known ro. to fpeak his cwry
¢ thoughts orly, but thofe cf a gieater numb.r of
‘¢ mea,yet they are not firiflly and properly oblig-
¢¢ ¢d to give account of their activns to any, unlef®
¢ the whole body of the nation, for wh.ch ticy
¢ ferve, and who are cqually concerned 1n their rea
¢¢ folutions, could be ailembdled. This being im«
¢« pralticable, t.e whole punifhment, tc which they
« are fubjed, if they betray their trunt, is {cora,
infamy, hatred, and an affu-a.ce of being rejecte
¢¢ ed, when they fhall aga'n feck the fame hon.ur.
Although this may {cem a fmall matter to thefe
who fear to do ill, only from a fente of the poins
¢ irfliced, yet it is very terrible to men of ingenue
« ous fpirits, as they ars juppofed to be who ar- acd
counzed fic 1o be intruited with great powers.™
Thnele are the only maerial paffages in Mr. Syd.
ney relative to the tubject, and thefe do nnt fuig
Publicola’s purpofe. Mr. Sydaey’s p ain mearirg is
this: ¢ Coritituents may indeed intt.u&, or com-
municate their opiuions, or gi¥ advici, which
thiir reprefentatives may fullow, or otherwife, as
they fh.ll think proper, taking care to confult tie
ﬁ:neral good, and incur:ing certain difgrace f they

all not act r ght.” .

- To fay, that this extraordinarv man fell a martve
in fupport of the right coutended tor by the dele-
gates, would betray ether igrorance, or an opii ion
that ones adverfaries are ignorant, ard.that the rent of
the world are alfo ignoract, or will rot choofetoc:n=
tradict a man eadowed with fupe ior ¢* gowwers.”— T he
affertion, or rather the intimation, conveyed from the
whole of Publicola’s piece, reipefting the great Mir,
Hambd es and lord Ruffel, is uo better grounde.'—s
Of Mr. Treachard and lord Molefwor:n; 1 krow
very little ; but I will veature to fay, that neither
has maintained the right of conflituents to direét ab<
folutely their reprefentatives,

If the memory of the unfortunate Sydney be dear
to all true patriots, ard if all foch, who are men of
erudition, are’ acquainted with his wnitings, how
comes it, that the diftisguifhed writer in the Anna-
polis psper, of February 23d, can find no auth 'rg
cxcept judge Blackilone, who has dinied, thata
member of parliament owes implicit obedience to thd
dire@ions of his cunftituents; From this writer’s
very qu:giom. he muft have been ferfible; that

other emfinent men had lorg fince deniec it.  Pera
haps he Il take ¢ /beleer’' under the ditinQion

_between awther and jpeater. He quotes Sir John Bars

on what occafion was uttered. or in what bock may
be found, that f’riaul indecent propofition, ¢ thag

T ;hefmb:é:[/r)n/mariyu isnotonly anewand .-
¢ wicked do&rine, but the mcf montisr us and motk-, w3,
« {lavith doftrine, thHat was ever hear:, and fuck ° .
¢« 3 dolrine, 33 no man will dare to fupport withim,~
o shefe walls,” Neithes ‘of thele two gentle:
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