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1y worth we affix to thefe articles, tham to their real
valur, eftimated according to their produce. But
fatisfaétory reafons, of a diff rent kind from that in
the appeal, may be fligned for a decreale of value
in thefe articles, fuppofing it to be the cafe. Upon
the break ng up of the war, vaft pxofpcﬂ: gf p(oﬁt
were opened to adventurers in the mercantile line,
which, though they bave provcd declufive, drew all
the cafh into that channel, that could be procured.
The great advantages that were offered in the pur-
chafe of public fecurities, employed all the fpecie,
that could by any means be fcraped (ogether by
thofe who engaged in this adventure. The flow
and moderate profits arifing from lands, negroes,
and houfes, had notling alluring, whilit fuch ob-
jeQs as thefe were in view, therefore they attracted
but little of the cafh in circulation. But this fitva-
tion was extraordinary, Thofe fcenes were dreadv
clofed, or clofing fat. Our affairs were returning
into the old channel. Gold and filver began to
have a general cifculation (in the country as well as
in towns. The farmer and the planter began to
feel the change ; and I am forry to fay, only began;
for the wifdom of our prefent politicians is now ex-
erted, and has been for {>me time, to deprive them
of that fenfation as fpeedily, and effetually, as they
can accomplifh it, and they may boift of having
Jucceesed already, at leaft in part. The high premi-
ums, that have been given for fpecie, may be ac-
counted for by the fame reafons, with this addition-
al one, the uncertainty creditors are under of re-
ceiving the full amount of their loans. This [
hope, will prove an idle fear ; but furely there are
rounds for it. He who has fmarted under the
Jath. will ufe every mrans in his power to with-
draw himfe!f from the full effect of the biow.
Confiderable arrearages of taxes have been urped
as a proof of the fearcity of a circulating medium,
but other and more ohvious reafons may be adduced
to account for this eff.&, viz. the rcmif[,efs of the
colleftors in the performance of their duties; frauds
committed by the=m with refpe@ to monies received ;
money colleéted and appropriated to their own ufe,
pever accounted for, and that probably never will be
accounted for; repeated laws and refolutions pafl=d
in favour of thefe defaulters When fuch caufes as
thefe exilt, why need we go in fearch of athers to ac-
count for anempty treafury, and ¢ eavy arrearages? It
is generally faid, and I believe the fact to be {0, that
there is no ireunfiderable number of the citizens of
this ftate, who have not paid a fingle tax fince the
commencement of the war. Some are def.ient one,
fome two, and {'me a greater number of ycars,

And the moft of thefe are not of the lower clafs of

people, but fuch whofe circumftances woul'! well
enabie them to pay, but who preferred the indule
gence to the receipt_of the colleétor, which he has
been willing to grant in return for former favours,
or in expe@ation of fature fervices The poor and
induftrious clafs ef people have in general paid up
tbeir taxes. An emiflion, in this inftance, is not
therefore calculated for their benefir, but will ra-

ther have a contrary tendency, as they have al--

ready di‘charged their public dues to the full and
real amount of the taxes that have been called for
by government; neverthelefs one of the pretences
for an emiffion of bills of credit is, the relicf of 'the
poor in this particular. This pretence is popular,
-and may appear fpecious, but has nothing in it folid
or fubflantial i

The bill provided, fays the appeal, ‘¢ that no
more than £.z00.000 fheuld be in circulation at
the fame time, unle(s the governor and council
fhould be fally fatisfied that the loaning a further

fum would not in anv m:nner affe@ the value of

the fum in circulation ” Suppofe the governor and
enun-il were of opinion that a further loan would
afi~ct the value of the bills of credit then in ci'cu-
Ja:ion. and of confequence determined that no more
thould be iffusd on loan. This might delay ar in-
creafe of the circulating fum until the rext feffion
of aflembly; but can we believe that it would not
then be done, when the appeal declares it to be im-
material as to the government, whether the bills
of credit depreciate or not, and plainly intimates
it to be beneficial to the individual if thcy fhould ?
The opinion of the fenate might in this cafe too
differ from that of the houfe ot delegates. But the
opinion of the fenate will be of little avail, fhou'd
the mode now adopted by the latter to cany.thcit

.. —..meafures meet with fuccefs.

However plaufible the fcheme for reducing the

paper in circulation annually, by finking one half

of the intereft, aid one twentieth of the principal
of loans, may appear, there is one circumftance,
mentioned in the appeal, which I apprehend will
defeat the happy ecffefts that are expedled to flow
from thateproje& I mean the annual deficiency
of fapplies, or in other words, the poverty of the
treafory. Let us imagine a cafe, which is by no
means improbable, that money 13 wanted for fome
of the purpofes of government, viz for the purchafe
of produce to raife fpecie for congrefs, and that
" there -is not a fufficiency in the treafury for this uf=,
withogt applying the aforefaid im.crcﬂ 'and twen.
tieths, perhaps Bot enough even with this addition.
This, I fay, is pot an improbable cafe. Should it
happen, what will become of the firking fund 2 I
don’t imagine there is much difficul'y in anfwerin

this_ queftion. P:efent neceflities muft be fatisfied,

if poﬂ'zble, and the plan of raifing paper moncy to
purchafe articles to be refold for fpccie, with the
train of loffes and expences attending its operaticn,

will alone create a neceflity fufficient to abforb all their power to rain the flate, and fhall the people

the paper that it will be in the power of the legif-

lature to levy upon the people ; at beit it will leave

but a very fcanty portion for the other purpofes of
overnment. Adieul then to the finkiog funds.

I have faid, that the queftion, which gave rife to
the appeal of the houfe of delegates, though of coa-
fiderable confcquerce, is far lefs important than the
appeal itfelf. | mean notto erfer into a difcuflion

of the queltion refpe&ing the right that either branch .

of the legiflature may have to appeal to the people
for inftrultions on fubjefs, whereon tne two
branches cannot agree, nor refpecting the right the
people may poflefs of inftructing either part, or the
whole of the legiflature, in all cafes where they may
deem their intiru@ions neceffary. It will be fuf-
ficient to fhew, that the pradice of appeal by either
branch will be producltive of confiicrable mifchicf,
and will in the end deitroy the conttitution itfelf,
1 have made ufe of the term, practice, becaufe
where that mode is adopted I fee nothing to limit
its application, nor can it be dilcovered to what
objects it will be confined. We may therefore con-
clude, that appeals will be made in all cafes of dif-
ference betwecn the two branches of the legiﬂature,
at laat in all thofe cafes that may be deemed im-
portant by one ol them.

This cultom, we obferve, has originated with the
houfe of delegates, and it i ealy to tforefee tnar it
will remain with that body. The members of that
houfe are confilered as the mo:e immed:ate repre-
fentatives of the people, and itis confidered that
they know their intereit better, and have it more
at heart than the members of the uther dranch. The
{enate i viewed as an ariftocratic body, as compoled
of rich men, and therefore are fuppofed to havea
diflint intereft frem the mair bouy of the peple.
In ali differences between the houfe of deie,ates and
the fenate, thefe ideas being conttan:ly irculcared,
it will requite no gr:at d=gre: of the fpirit ot divina-
tion to foretel which wil:, at ieait, generally prevail,

The conftitution fays, that tnc legiflacuie fho:l
confilt of two diffin&? brunches  Nay, it t2ems 0
defirous of preferving tris ciftin@ion, tha trem a
confcioufnefs that a privilege confined to the novfe
ot delegates, viz. of criginaiing monvy bills,”
might be made ufe of to deftroy the independency
of the ferate, it declares in ftrong and xpreflive
terms in the eleverth feétion, ¢ that the fenats may
be at full and perfed liberty to exercife their ju.ge
ment in palling laws, and that they may pot b: com-
pelled by the houfe of deiegates eitrer 0 rofec? a
money bill, which the emc gency of affaire ay
require, or to afént to fom= cther a&t of legifl .tion,
in their confcience and judgment injuricus to the
public welfare, the houle of delegates thall nct on
ary cccaffon, Or under any pretence, annzx to, or
blend with, a money bill, aby ma :er, ciaufe, &c.
&c. &c.” This fe@ion fhew- the aclire. the anxsety,
I may fay, of the conftitution to pieferve tie inde-
perdency of that branch of the legiflature to which
it relates, and which might have fuffered by the
abufe of  privilege that was confined to the houfe
of delegates alone,

A full and perfedd liberry to exercif- their judge-
ment in paffing iaws, is by the contti uti n deemed
a matter fo effenial, and of fuch magznitude,
that no pretence, nO occafion whatover i admitted as
a piea with the oth=r branch {ufficient to deprive
them of the ex-rcife of that right. W .at i. the
obje& of tne appeal of the h 'ulc of delegates ? Is it
not, in faé&t, to control the fenaie in the tuil ex-
ercife of their judgment; [addrefs mifelf to men
of plain underitandings. A quiblle may impole
upon the ignorant, or fatis‘y the cafuit  But men
of a different complexion, wharever p-ofeffions may
be uf-¢, are nut to be convinced by bare affzraons,
or by flimfy arguments.

Should this mode prevail. Shculd the full and
perfet liberty to exercife their judgment (1 repeat
the words of the conftitution, for there cannot be
ftrongei) be taken from the f-nate, whst will be
the confequence? Men of independent fpirit will
never accept of or retain‘a feat in a body where they
cannot exercife their underftandings, or declare their
opinions with freedom. Of fuch men alone will the
fenate be compofed, who will fubmit to any com-
pliances, and who can adapt their opinions to any
occafions. The diftin®ion required by the confti-
tution will be at an end. There will, in fa&, be
only one braoch-in our legiflature. We have often
feen and felt the benefit of two. :

Were it however to happen, that the fenate, pot-
withitanding this praftice, and being conftautly
over-ruled in their opinions, did Rill retain a fpirit
of freedom in their debates and determinations, this,
inftead of producing any good effe®, would proba-
bly be attended with the greateft evils. The ftate
will be kéot in continual agitation by the differences
of the two branches of the legiflature ; perfunsl ani-
mofities ; quarrels amongft neighbours ; divifions in
families ; and often bloodfhed, would be the con-
fequence. Government, which is inftituted to pre-
ferve union and tranquillity amongft men, will be-
come the fource of divifion and diforder. Every
new appeal wiil be the parent of new difturbances,
which will be the worfe, as the minds of men had
been tretted by furmer oppofition.

Thefe are evily, and evils likely to refult from
that fituation of uffuirs.
other fide ? Shall the (enate be a body independent
of the people ? Sball they know no reitritions but
what their owa wills impofe? Shall they have it in-

But whit 'is fiid "én the "of our legiflatare,
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be without relief or remedy ¢ Such queflions often
terrify, and generally impofe upon weak mind,,
The alarm conveyed by them looks like danger
but it is only the danger of found. ’

Should the eods of government be perverted by
either, or both branches of the legiflature. Should
they or either of them become (I mean the real, not
the imaginary) oppreflors, inttead cf proteftors of
the people, 1truft there is thatfenle and fpirit in
the citizens of this {tate, that will enable them o
difcover and urFe them to refent every attempt (o
injure or opprefs them, and to provide againft tu.
ture dangers and atufcs.

When the pecple of this ftate delegate a power
to particular nien to make Jaws for their government,
which perfons by cur conftitution are to be the mott
avife, fenfible and difirees men in the focicty, it may
1eafonaoly be fuppofed, that by that conftitution it
was intended the people at large thould not interfere
with the bcdy thus appointed, atleaft in the ordi.
nary courfe of legiilation. ‘I'he bill of rights has
referved aright to the pcople in.extraordinary emer-
gencies to refift opprefhor, which undoubtedly they
would bz entitled to do, even without any particular
refervaiion in the conflitution for that purpofe,
From the complexion of the whole claufe in which
this refervaticn is made, I think it appezrs, that the
framers of the conftitution efteemed the interference
of the people in ftgiflative and executive matters,
at leatt improper ana unncceflary, but in cafes men.
tioned in :he claufe, viz. when the ends of govern-
ment a.e perverted, and liberty manifeitly ¢ndan.
gered.  The ditintion is founded in wifdom. Ia
matzers of opinion, upcn which the ordinary bufi-
neis ot (egiflation muft curn, the people at larze can
not be fuppofed to te com:etent judges. In thofe
cates that torcibly ftrike the fenfes, and operate
:p("n the feelings, all men are equally qualified to

eclle,

Let us fuppofe that the prallice of appeals thould
take place. Can we imagine it will be confined to
thufe cates alone, wherein the erds of government
are cerverted, or liberty manifeltly endangered?
Thoi: who have been prefeat at the tranfaétion of
pubic bufinefs in either b.anch of the legiflature
muit Lave obferved, that although the intention of
tne memb-rs may be always dire€ted to the public
g0J, yct their tempers aie not always free from
pafi. n, or tneir minds from prejudice. A bill foran
e 1fion of paper money. and the other bill mention-
e iu the appeal may, upon a candid and difpaffion.
aw inquiry, be deemed fuch aéts as do not aff-¢t the
ends of government, or endanger liberty. . Yet we
and the people are addreffed on thofe fubje&ts, Any
o.her biils may go through the fame procefs that thofe
have done, and :hus the people may be called from
their orainary occupations to give dire&ions to thofe,
who thev tiemfelves have declared to be the moft
wife, fenfible and difcreet amongft them, on fubjets
that they have never confidered, or had an apportu-
nity of confiierirg.

I alegiflature like ours, framed entirely of the
reprefeniaiives of the people, undiftinguithed by
tities, interelt. or rank, from their conftitucnts, and
regulirly returning, at fixed periods, into the com.
mon mafs of citizens, governed by the fame laws,
and enjoying the fame privileges, one would ima-
gine, trat taere cannot arife an occafion, which can
rernder them oppofed to the intzrett, and inimical to
the weltare of their country. In legiflatures com-
pofed partly ot the reprefertatives of the people, and
partly of thofe, who, in their legiflative capacity, are
irndependent of them, there may at times be occa-
fion tor. the interpofition of the penple. For there
being two, or asin the Britifh conftitution, three dif-
tin& branches, and only one of them taken from
the common body, and depending on them for their
exiftence, the others forming bodies, not only inde-
pendent on the people in this refpe@t, but diftin.
guithed, and feparated from the reft of the fociety by
prerogatives, titl's, honours, and confiderable pri-
vileges ; in fuch goverrments, I fay, there may of-
ten be occafion for the intervention of the people, to
watch over their own reprefentatives, and to guard
t'em againft any undue authority, or influence in
the other branches, which might prove prejudicial
to their general intereft, and dangerous to liberty.
But in our coaflitution, there is no fuch body. Ar-
guments therefore drawn from a pradtice in govern-
ments like thefe, are totally inapplicable to us.
Authors are quoted on this occafion. But they are
quoted with the fame talte, and propriety, as fuch
arguments are advanced.

I am fenfible, that to queftion even the propriety
of the interference of the peple in any cafe, be it
what it may, in matters of legiflation will be deem-
ed an attempt on liberty. All the topics ufed in the
moft defperate and dangerous cafes, will be urged
in oppofitidn to fuch a fentiment. Revolutions of
government io favour of, or againft liberty, will con-
tribute to furnifh- means tor the purpofe of oppofing
a do&trine fo pernicious. But, in the midit of this
clamour, let it not be forgotten by the citizens ot
this ftate, who now live under a free government,
and who are defirous of preferving the conftitution,
as it now is, that they cannot more effe@ually reduce
this to the fituation of the worf} qf governments,

“than by throwing fuch a weight into cither branch
as will overbalance, or counte-
nance fuch condué in one, as will deftroy the effel
and independency of the other.
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