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From the MaryLAND JourNaL, &c.

oe VOTERS of ANNE-ARUNDEL
COUNTY.

Ga T ‘ome of your delegates I hold myfelf
w‘d S one of your delegates 1 hold myie
X ‘% refponfible to you for my :onduﬂ,yand
§ A cg bound to obey your inftroions, in
2 % every cafe, in which you pleafe to give
Gl them ; or to refign my feat. I obferve
{3 the Maryland Journal, of this day, a draught of
jofroftions, which are afferted to te now circulat-
jeg among you for fubfcription, 1 efteem it my duty
o caat'gn you againit puttiog your names to a paper,
which, in my opinion, contains an explicit and ab-
folwre jurrender of one of your greatett ard mott in-
valuable righre and privileges, as freemen,—the riﬁbt
of inftruding either, or both branches of your legifla-
tore, 0n any fubjeét that materially concerns your
welfare, hanpinefs or fafety. Thefeinltrutions have
¢ objects in view ; ene to prevent an +miflion of
per money 0n loan, to be received in tax-s; and
the stber tn ertablifh 2 principle, that tne peopie of
this fare have mo right to inftrutt the sonate, on any
patter. hovever it may effec the profperity, peace,

o fafety of the government.

As 10 the f-# nbje@ of thefe intrutions, an emif-
fon of paper money, I know vour fectiments, and
Mve no reaicn to believe you have change? them ;
ifyou have altered your opinion, be pleafed to 1n-
form me ; and I will give up my private judgment,
and endeavour to carry into execution iour pleafure.

Astn the jzcona objett of thefe initru@ions, *¢ that
you cannat conflitutienally (that is, withost a breach
of it) icterfere with the deliberations of the fenate,
(cr iz other words in{truét that ~ody, on any fub-
je& however important and interetting to you) wari/
1he ends of government fhall be perverted, and li-
Yty marifefily endangered,” I earnettly folicit you
e ferioufly to deliberate and confider the fubject,
Mfre vou give your approbation and finlion, to
fich a do&rine.

The framers of thefe inftru&tions have affigned no
myons to induce you to adopt their opinicn ; and
oo f> important a fubje€ the fentiments of ro man
geht to have any farther refpeét or inflaznce with
you, than what arifes from the realons adduced by
kim, and your coufidence in his integrity, know-
leige, experience and fincerity. The houfe of dele-
gates are under a very different imprefion from the
propofers cf thefe icftrattions. In their addrefs to
you, they declare, *¢ that they elteem themfelves
rpinflle to their conflituents for their condul?, and
that on all fubje€ts that materially concern their
welfare cr happiref, they are to be conjulted 5 and
heir opinions freely and fairly deliverec ought to
gevern their deiiheraticns.” They alfo declare.
“ that they hol. moTH branches of your legiflature
boutd by the inflzutions cf the people, whenever
they pleafe to give them.”—I fhould imagine that
the Gpinion of snkmeavn individuals, if weigted in
te faale againg that of your houfe of delegates,

. Wopld inftantly kick the beam

The infirultions propofed to you for your affent,
& ot controvert the right of the people to inftru&t
the members of the boufe cf delegates; it only miin-
tins the pofition, that the people have no right to
indro@ the fimare. By only denying the right of

- inRruBing the fepate, it feems to admit the right of

enatrel over the houfe of delegates.

3 thno: conflitutionally (that is, with-
®t aviolation of it) interfere with the deliberations

¥ the_fanate,—daritg the frue years for which they
tele@ted, 1 apprehend it muft peceffarily follow,
.t they caninot intertere with the deliberations of
the ‘hoofe of delegates during tbe year for which
they are ckofen. It feems to me, that every reafon
trzed toexempt-the fenate, from any dependence on,
o control of, the people, will apply with equal, if
¥t predter propriety and force, to exempt the houfe
fidegares. All Lwfil authority originates from
the peaple, and their power is like the light of the
fih, mative, original, inherent and unlimited by
biman authority. Power im the rulers or gover-
A B che people is like the refle@ed light of the
Roon, and is cnly borrowed, delegated aad limited
by the grant of the people. The nght of the people
1 participate in ghe legiflature is the foundation of
Ul free government, and where thatright is vot en-
F1¢d, the people are mot fié¢; this right is the ge-
-Mite parent of reprefontativt,. snd from thisright
Proceeds a govsroment, Jike ours, by reprefentation.
!nmh branches of our legiflatute derive all their power
l:o'n the people, and cguaily hold their ccamiffien to
f‘n“t. or make laws, from the grast of the peo-
Ple; and there is no diffcrence between them but
vl in the daration of their commifion. "Fheir autho-

rity proceeds from the fame f{ource, and is co-equal,
and co extenfive. It appears to me, that the mods
of choice by the people can make nodifference in the
political relation between the people and the hoofe of
delegates, and the people nme fenate ;—the former
is ele@ed immediately by the people themfeives in
perfon ; and the Jarter is chofen by drguties appoint-
ed by the people for that purpofe. The two branch-
es have only a derivasive and defsgated power. The
people create and veft them with legiffative authority
to be exercifed agreeably to the conftitution ; and
therefore both branches muft be equally the repre/zs-
tatives, truflees and fervants of the people, and the
people are equally the conflituents of bath. 1t the fe-
nate are under a0 control o the people, in anv cafz,
neither are the houfe of delegates. The /legiflarive
power by our form of government is granted (o zau2
dilin& bodies of men, to npsrate as checks upon each
other; and thence the evident neceflity that each bo-
dy Mouid be entircly and abiolutely free and inde-
pendent cf the cther 5 but beth bodies mult be fubjed
to the icitruftions of the prople or reitber. 1f there
was but one branch of legiflature, asin Peanfylvania,
would it be independent of ad control from their
conftituents > 1 have before obferved that our go-
vernment is a government by reprefentaticn. The
peorle apprint resrefenzatives in the fenare and houfe
of Gelegates tu tranfadt the bufinefs of making laws
for them, which 1s impradticadle for them to doin
perfon. From the nature of a government by regre
Sentation, the ceputies muit be fubjeft to the will of
their primcizals, or this manifett abfurdicy and plain
confequence mu? follow, that a few men would be
greater than the cuiole community, and might a& in
opp:fition 10 the declured fenfe of all their corjlituents,

The doftrine that the renrefentatives of the people
are not bound by their indtru@ions is entirely neav in
this country, and broacked ince the revoiution, and
was never heard of but within thefe few weeks. You
all remember that, under the ¢c/d government, you
claimed, and frequently exercifed the right of infirad-
ing your members in the lower houé of affembly.
This right, and the exercife of it, was never quelli-
oned under the pruprietary government. Aftonifh-
ing to me, that anv man fhould dare to doubt, much
more deny, this right under the zeey government !--
You alfo recollect that vou claimed #o right to in-
firuét the upper houfe of affembly ; and I conceive
for this reafon, becaufe they were zot eleéted by yeu,
but were appointed bv the proprietary ; and were,
in truth, bis reprefentatives. By our conftitution jeu
do anpoint the fenate, and they are. and have uni-
fermly claimed themfelves to be, your reprefentatives.
If they are your yeprefentatives, they are bound by
yesr inftru@ions, or yecu deftroy the very idea of
eledicn, and of delegated power.  To reprefint, is to
fpeak and a& agreeably to the opinions and fenti-
ments of the perions reprefented, in the fame, man-
ner as they would do, if perfonally prefent ; of cenfe-

uence therefore, to fpeak and att contrary to the
3echred will of the perfons reprefented, isnctto
reprefent, but to mifveprefint them. ; 3

The right of eleftors in England, to infiru& their
members in the houfe of commons, was mever con-
troverted, fays a late writer, antil‘the fvitem of
corruption (which has fince arrived to fo dangerous
a height) began to predominate in that kingdem ;
thex it was, that arbitrary minifters, and their proiti-
tuted dependents, began to maintain this doétrine,
dangerous to our liberty, thit the reprefentatioes were
independent of the people.”’ Before that gime the con-
ftant langnage in the houfe of commons was ‘¢ whofe
bafinefs are we doing 2 How fhall we an{wer this to
the peeple ? What will the people of England fay to
this " &c. &c. &c.

Our law books, and treatifes by Sydney, and many
other celebrated writers on the Englith governmeat,
inform u», ¢ that not guly :particalar members,
bot the whole body of the houfe of commons often
refufed to grant mouey, Or to agree to requifitions
from the crown, befire they confuited avith their cox-
Situents ; and that they often adjourned for this pur-
pofe. The Englith hiftory affords m_numcrlble.m-
ftances of inftruétions by the cleQors, in that nation,
to their members in the houfe of commons; aad
this pracice, for above 150 years, proves the fenfe

of the people in that country, of their right to in-

firud, aod that their reprefentatives were bound to f*

them.
Ob‘g/e alfo find that the members of the houfe of

commons frequently declared, in debate, ¢ that
their duty 10 te!g:ir :Ie);ion ebliged them to do as diredd-
¢d.”’ Many of the reateft patriots the Englith ma-
tion ever produced,ghtvc declared their optnion that,
¢ it is the dury of the reprefentatives of the people
imalicitly 10 obey the infirultiaas of their conflitu-
cnlu." " A late judicions writer thes delivers himfelf,
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‘ our reprefentatives in parliament are not the bars
likerefs or re_ﬂedlon of us, their conftituentd; they
afually contain our power, and are, as it were, the
very perfons of the people they reprefent.  Ac are
the parliament in them ; we {zeak and a@t Ly them
:/v'e.h:;:i t{lﬁzxelt:rehz right to know what they /ay and

3 oaid they cootradit our fenfe, or iwerve
from our interells, we have a right to remonitrate
and dired them ; by which means we b:come the
regulators of our cwa condu&, and the irftitutors of
our own laws, and nothing material can be core
but by cxr authority and cenfent.” b
. This dottrine that the conflituents have no right to
inftru& their reprefintatives, in che language of :he
two patrio:s, Sir John Barnard, and Sir \Virli;m
Windham, in the houfe of commons, ¢ is not‘onl
a xew and awicked doftrine, but it is the moft muny-
ftrous, and molt flavith dofrine thar was ever
heard, and fuch a do@rive as ro mar will dare to
fupport within taefs wails.”—A cuievratea A - eri-
can wiiter obferves, ¢ wneu :he ng tof the pevple
to inltruct their reprefentatives is taken from u-er;n
they may judly comgiain, av Demoftienes di., 10;
the Athenians,—That tne reprefentative has now
ujurped the right ot the people a.a x riices an ar-
bm_arv power over his antitnt and rawral .’:r.i"’
This writcr remarks, ¢ tha: no innance ¢.n b -~r.o.
duced in which tne penple nave ahufis ts si;ht
nur is there aoy eafon to beli ve chey will ever d;
ir; they a& ‘rom what they fo/; aud whinthas
feeling s general, it mutt be real.” ‘Lhe virtuous
and great Mr. Addifon cbivrves, *¢ that the nesility
a.nd’gm:r) hive many private expeélations, are gare
ticulur \0terelts, that hang hike a :alfe bias upon ll;leir
judgments, a.d may poubly dif, ofe them to fucri-
fice the god of their c.untiy to tae advancemen: of
their own foitunes; w erzas e grols of the pe\-pie
can bave no otier profpeét in changes and reveiue
tions, than of puble blekng, that are to diffufe
themfclves through the whol. iiate in gerneral.”

I can fiad but cne author who has vertured to
affert, that a member of the houfe of commens is
rot bound by the infirulicns of his conlt:tucats
Judge B_lackﬂonc has delivercd this opinion, and he.
founds it oo a fidion, that after the per:cn is eledted
he becomes the reprefectative of the wdhole kinge m
and not of a particular garr  The fophiiry of this
argument is fufficiently manitelt ; and it true, it
would only follow. that all the members would be
bourd by~the inftru€tions ot a majorty of ali treir
coniticuents, Judge Blackitone is againtt votirg by
ballot, in the houie ot commens, ¢ becaufe the con-
duét of every member is fubject to the futurs cersure
of_his conflituents, and therclore (hould be cp.niy lub-
mitted to their inipeflion.”—A late writer obterv:s
on this opinion ot Judge Blackitone, ** it the meme
bers of the hou:e of commons ar¢ not obliged to re-
gard the inftru@tions of their conuituests, the people
of this couatry choofe a iet of depo:s every leven
years, and are as perfett flaves as the Turks, excep-
ting at the time of the general election ;" and re-
marks, ** that he laments tha: a writ .7, whole admir-
able work will be read as long as Ergiand, its laws
aud language remain, fhould be fo {paringly tincta.
red with the true ard generous principles of (i‘m'»ny.”

By our conftitution the gener.l ailemoly are au-
thorifed to appoint delegaies to reprefen this itate in .
Congrefs ; and you well know, that in very many
inftances, (1ome of them of tre greateft confcquence)
the general aflembly have claimed and cxercifed the
right of initrufir.g them, as to their condud in :heir
reprefentative capacity. This power is not granted
to the lezifl icure by the conftitution, and can on,
be fupported on the principle, that the truft is dele-

gated to them by the legiflature, and theretore trncy

mu't have a right to dire& their condu.

It is not unworthy of notice, that the propofed in«
ftructions moft gracionfly allow the people to inter-
fere with the deliberat:ons of the fenate, ¢ when the
ends of governmcat fhall be perverted, and liberty
manifefily endangered.””  Where is this exception to
the power of the fenate to be found ? Who is to
judge when the fenate fhall perver: the end of their
inflitation, and endanger trc public liberty 2 The
people I prefume. Such a limitation as this on the
power of the fenate is ufelefs; for if they may a2t
without any coatrol, until our liberties are in masi-
7/ danger, it may be too late to refift; and we
then could only execrate our own folly aud blindoefs
in fabmiting to fuch a reftrition of the power of the
fenate. The rightin the Seople to refilt their rulers
when they attempt to enflave them. is paramount,
and not derived from the form cf goverumert, .ud
it fuppofes a {ubverfion of the government before it
can be rightfully exercifed ; but the right of the
people to inftruét the legiflature is neccflanily implied
in the eftablifunent, and is the very effence of cur
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