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From the MARTYLAND Jourxat, &c.

To¢ VOTERS of ANNE-ARUNDEL
COUNTY.

GENTLEMEN, ;
wd{t{ S one O
bt & refponfible to you for my condu&, and
§ A % bound to obey your inftro&ions, in
¥ ¥ every cafe, in which you pleafe to give
‘R)Q"Q"Q’ them ; or to refign my feat. I obferve
{pthe Maryland Joarnal, of this day, a draught of
isAretions, which are afferted to te now circulat.
jee 1mong you for fubfeription, 1 efteem it my duty
caation you againit putting your names to a paper,
which, 10 MV opinion, contains an explicit and ab-
{elae iurrenaer of one of your greatett ard mott in-
valuable rizhee and privileges, as freemen,—the right
of inru@ing either, or beth branches of your Iegiﬁz.
tete, On any {objet that materiallv concerns your
weifare, haopinefs or fafety. Thefe inltruftions have
=9 objects in view ; eme to prevent an =miffion of
peper money 0n loan, to bs received in tax-s; and
e stber 10 etahlifh a principle, that the peopie of
iy dave bave no right to inftruct rhe jinate, on any
gatter. hovever it may effe@ the proiperity, peace,

« fafety of the goverament.

Ay 10 the -2 2bje& of thefe inlruftions, an emif-
f:3 of paper money, I know vour fectiments, and
Mve no rea'en to believe vou have changed them;
ifvoo have sltered your opinion, be pleafed to 1n-
form me ; and 1 will give up my private judgmert,
22d endeaveur to carry into execution iour pleafure.

Astn the jzcona objeét of thefe initru@ions, *¢ that

your delegates I hold myfelf

- woucannot cenfitatienally (thatis, without a breach

of it) icterfere with the deliberations of the fenate,
(cr iz other words inftru& that ~ody, on any fub-
jei however important and interelting to vou) il
e ends of zovernment fhall be perverted, and li-
Yry manifefily endangered,” | earneitly folicit you
=23 fericufly to deliberate and confider the fubject,
Mfre vou give yoar approbation and findlia, to
fich 2 do&rine.

The framers of thefe inftrutions have afigned ro
xvons to induce you to adopt their opinicn ; and
¢ f> imrortant a fubje@ the fentiments of ro man
ekt to have any farther refpect or influs~ce with
yot, than what arifes from the reafons adduced by
kim, 1nd your coofideace in his integrity, know-
ltige, experience-and fincerity. The noufe of dele-
gates are under a very different imprefion from the
prpofers of thefe icftrattions. In their addrefs to
you, they declare, *¢ that they elteem themfelves
nftinfible to their conftituents for their condudd, and
that op all fubje@s that materially concern their
welfare cr happirefs, they are to be confulted ; and
heir opinions freely and fairly deliverec ought to
gevern their deiiberaticns.” They alfo declare,
¢ that they hol. soTH branches of your legiflatu:e
boyed by the inflzutions cf the people, whepever
thev pleafe to give them.”=I thould imagine that
the ‘Gpition of wmbmeawn individuals, if weigted in
de fale gainft thar of your houfe of delegates,
Wepld inftamtly kick the beam

The infiru&tions propofed to you for your affent,
dn wot controvert the right of the people to inftru&
th¢ mémbers of the bouft of delegares; it ooly main-
tiss the pofition, that the people have no right to
18rof the fimaze. ‘By only denying the right of
ishri@ing the fenate, it feems to ndmit the right of
tixfref over the houfe of defegates.

1t the people cannot canffitutionally (that is, with-
%t dViolation of i), intgriere with the geljberations
¥ ke fenaté, dortbg the ffue years for which they
teeiefed, 1 apprebend it moft oeceffarily follow,
Bt 'they cannot 1ntertere with the deliberations of
the ‘botfe uf delégates during the year for which
Sy dre‘chofen, 1t feents t6 me, that every reafon
112¢d toexempt the fenate, from any dependence on,
* contrel of, the people; will apply with equal, if
IR preveet propriety ahd force, to exempt the houfe
“Wdegates, “All'/cwifid authority originates from
tbe pegple, and _theit power is like the light of the
Tik, “native, original, inhereat and unlimited by
boman aothority. Powet i the rulers or gover-
©A DS the people is like. the refic@ed lightof the
Eoon, and is cnly borrowed, delegated 3nd limited
by the grant of the people:  The nght of the people
’l‘;\i’uﬁ‘iwe in she egiflatare is the foundation of
Ul free gorernment, and where thatright is notea-
ryed, the people are mot frec; shis right is the ge-
-'wxm! of reprefentatiot, snd from this right
P * a gorgroment, Jike ours, by reprefcatation.
IB"‘h branches of our Jegiflature derive all their power
'0f the people, and ¢gazlly hold their cerzmiffien to

ate, or make laws, from the graat of the peo-
Ple; and there is no difficrence between them but
"y 18 the duration of their commiyisn. "Their avtho-

tity proceeds from the fame fource, and is co-equal,
and co extenfive. It appears to me, that the mods
of choice by the people can make no difference in the
political relation between the people and the hoafe of
fitlt ates, and the people nnme fenate ;—the former
is ele@ed immediately by the people themfeives in
perfon ; and the /atter is cholen by diguties appoint-
ed by the people for that purpofe, The two branch-
es have only a derivative and defigated power.  The
people create and veft them with legiffative authority
to be exercifed agreeably to the conttitution ; and
therefore deth branches muit be equally the repre/es-
tasives, truflees and ferwants of the people, and the
people are equally the confituents of bath. 1t the fe-
nate are under #o control ot the people, in anv cast,
neither are the houfe of delegates, The legylarive
power by our form of government is granted to f3u2
ditin@ bodies of men, to opsrate as checks upon each
other; and thence the evident nece(fity that eacs bo-
dy fhou'd be entircly and abiolutely free and inde-
pendent cf rhe ctyer 3 but beth bodies muit be (ubjed
to the icttruftions of the people or reizéer. 1 there
was but one branch of legiflature, as in Pennfylvania,
would it be independent of ad control from their
conftituents > 1 have before obferved that our go-
vernmert is a covernment by reprefentaticn.  The
people apprint resrefenzatives in the fenate and houfe
of delegates to tranfact the bufinefs of makicg laws
for them, wrich 1s impracticadle for them to doin
perfon. From the nature of a government by regre

Jentation, the ceraties muit be fubjet to the will of
their primcizai, or this manifelt abiurdity and plain
conlequence mul fotlow, tnat a fiw men weuld be
greater than the ~ehale community, and might ad ia
opp:-fition 13 the declured fznfe of afi their corylituents,

The dodtrine that the rerrefentatives of the ceople
are not bound by their indradtions is entirely neaw in
this country, and broickbed ince the revoiution, and
was never reard of but within thefe few weeks. You
al! remember that. under the ¢/d government, you
claimed, and frequently exercifed the richt of injirud-
ing ycur members in the lower houfe of affembly.
‘This right, and the exercile of it, was never queili-
oned under tne pruprictary government. Afouifh-
ing to me, that anv man (hou.d dare to doubt, much
more deny, this right under the aesw government 1.
You alfo recolle& that vou claimed o right to in-
fruct the upper houfe of affembly ; and [ conceive
for this reafon, becaufe they were der ele@ed by yea,
but were appointed bv the proprietary; and were,
in truth, &is reprefentasives. By our contlitution yex
do appoint the {enate, and they are. and have uni-
fermly claimed themfelves to be, your reprefentatives.
If they are yeur reprefentatives, they are bound by
yer inftrultions, or ycu deftroy the very idea of
‘eledicn, and of delegated power, To reprefent, is to
fpeak and adt agreeatly to the opinions and fenti-
ments of the perions reprefented, in the fame, man-
ner as they would do, it perfonally prefent ; of confe-
quence therefore, to fpeak and a&t comrary to the
declared will of the perfons rcprcfcnted, is nct to
reprefent, but o mifreprefint them. ] ]

The right of ele&tors in England, to infiru& their
members in the houfe of commons, was mever con-
troverted, fays a late writer, ¢¢ antil the fvitem of
corruption (which has fince arrived to fo dangerous
a height) began to predominate in that kingdom ;
thew it was, that arbitrary minifters, and their protti-
tuted dependents, began to maintain this do&rine,
dangerous to our hberty, that the reprefentatioes were
independers of the pecple” Before that gime the con-
ftant langnage in the houfe of commons was ¢ whofe
bafinefs are we doing ? How fhall we anfwer this to
the people ? Whae will the people of England fay to
this 2" &c. &e. &c.

Our law books, and treatifes by Sydoey, and many
other celebsated writers on the Englith governmeat,
inform u», ¢ that not_guly particalar members,
bot the whole body of the houfe of commons often
refufed to grant moueys or to agree to requifitions
from the crown, befers they confuited avith their con-

jtuexts 3 and that they often adjoured for this pur-
pofe. The Raoglith hiftory affords in.numeublc.ln-
Q(lances of inftrutions by the cle@ors, in that nation,
to ‘their. members in the boufe of commons ; ‘aad
this pracice, for above 150 years, proves the fenfe

of the le in that country, of their right to'in-
frud, aod that their reprefeniatives were bound to
obey

them.
We alfa find that the members of the houfe of
commons frequently declared, in dcbate, ¢ that
their duty 10 their elefors ebliged them to do as dired-
¢4’ Many of the greateft patnots the Buglih oa-
tion ever produced, have declared their opinion that,
it ia the dusy of the reprefentatives of the people
implicitly 1o obey tke infrutians of their conflitu-
cats.” A late judicions writer thas delivers bhimfelf,

‘‘ our reprefestatives in parliament are not the bare

e 4

25::;{; ;l;::ﬁr?u:n of us, their cogﬁityenti; they
power, and are, as it were, the

very perfons of th e

y per of the people they reprefent. Ae are
the parliament in them ; we fpeak and a@ by chem
:(V.c-h:;fi t[;:rel!:;ucha right to know what they Juy and

5 oaid they cootradi&t our fenfe, or iwcrve
from our intereits, we have a right 10 remouitrate
and aired them; by which means we become the
regulators of our ez condud, and the irititutors of
our own laws, and rothirg material can be core
but by oxr authority and confent.” i
. Thus dottrine that the condituents have no right to
inftra their reprefentatives, in the language of :he
xw'c_) patriois, Sir Jobn Barnard, and Sir \Vi‘vli;m
Windham, in tze houfe of commons, *¢is no:'onl
a xew and auvicked doftrine, but it is the moit mony-
ttrous, and molt avilh coftrice that was ever
heard, and fuch a acélrice as ro mar will care to
fuppcr(. within thefe wails.”—A ce.evratea A - erie
can writer obferves, ¢ wne. .he rig -t of the peuple
to initruct thelr reprefentatives 1 tincen frx:mru-cpm
they may jualy com,iain, as Demottrencs di. xo;
the Athenians,— Chat tre  representative has vow
ujurged the right ot the people a.a x riice a g
bls:_arv power over his arint anma ram-al ,':r;'v"
This writer remarks, -* tha: ro inkance ¢.n b “ra.
ducn_i in whica tne people nave ahuiie ths :itnt
nor is there any cafon to beli ve they will evci dc':
e ‘:hry_ adt ‘rom _v.-ha: they feel; acd vrin that
feeling 15 genera, it muit be reqi.” lhe virtuous
and great Mr. Adcifon ebiirves, ¢ tat the nevility
apd gentry have many privare expectations, are zars
ticuiar 1nterelts, tha: nang likea :aife bias upon t?xeir
judgments, 2.3 may po. bly dif ofe them to fucri-
fice the go-d of tneir cLuntiy 1o tae adv.ncemen of
thelr own foitunes; w o ereas tne grofs of the pe. pie
can h:n:e no otner pr.fpect in cranges and revcie
tions, tnan of puvlc ulekng, that are to diffufe
themfclves through the waol: iiate 1n generai.”

[ can ang put cne auinor who nas ventured ta
affert, that a member of tae houfe of commens is
rot bourd by the infirulticns of his conttitucats
Judge Blackitone has deiivered this opinin, and he
founds it oo a fidion, that afler the pericn is eleéted
he becomes the reprefentaiive of the wiole kingeom,
and not of a particular zart  The fo nuiry of this
argument is fufficiently manifel ; ana it true, it
would only follow. that all the members wouls bs
bourd by the infiro&ions ot a majority of ali ¢ eir
coniticuents,  Judge Blackitoae is aganit vorirg by
ballot, in the houfe of comm:'ns, ** becaufe the con-
duct of every member is fubject to the futurs cerrre
of.his cenflituents, ard therefore’fhoula be cp.nly libe
mitted to their infpedion.”—A la:e writer ovfervis
on this opision ot Judge Blickitone, ¢ it the mem-
bers of the hou'e of commons are not obligea to re-
gard the inftruftions of their conutituests, the peopls
of this couatry choofe a et of de pa:s every (even
years, and are as perfett flaves as the Turks, excep-
ting at the time of the general eiection ;" and re-
matks, *“ that he laments tha: a writ .7, wnole acmir-
able work will be read as long as Ergiana, its laws
and language remain, fhould be (o fparingly tincta-
red with the true ard generous principles of liberty.””

By our conftitution the gener.l atlemsly are au-
thorifed to appoini delegaies to reprelent this itate in
Congrefs ; and you well know, that in very many
inltances, (fome of them of tre greateft confcquence)
the general aflembly have claimed and cxcrc.?ed the
right of initru@ir.g them, as to their condud in their
reprefentative capacity, This power is nct yranted
to the lezifl wure by, the conftitution, and can oniy
be {upported on the principle, that the truft is drk-
gated to them by the legiflature, and theretore trey
mu't have a right to dire® their condul.

It is not unworthy of notice, that the propofed ine
ftructions moft gracionfly allow the people to inter-
fere with the deliberat:ons of the fenace, ¢ when the
ends of governmcat fhall be perverted, and liberty
manifeflly endangered.” Where is this exception to
the power of the fenate to be found ? Who isto
judge when the fenate thall perver: the and of their
inftitation, and’ endanger the public liberty 2 The
people I prefumé. Such a limitation as this on the
power of the fenate is ufelefs ; for if they may a&t
without any coatrol, until our liberties are in mazi-
feft danger, it may be too late to refift; and we
then could only execrate our own folly aud blindoe(s
io fabmiting to {uch & reltrition of the power of the
fenate. The right in the H'e’g)ple to refitt their rulers
when they sttempt to efiflave them, is paramoant,
and not derived from the form cf gaverumert. .ud
it fuppofes a fubverfion of the government before it
can be rightfully exercifed ; but the sight of the
people to mRruét the legiflature is neceflanily implied
in the eftablifunent, and is the very effence of cuf
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