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(Cencluded from No. 2088.]
To DANIEL of St. Tno. JENIFER, Efqguire.

SIR,

‘0‘6:6:39:.\.‘3‘:“4(?}1 G the many impoétan.: difco-
o G weries wl'fxch you have made in your
N A © examination of the tranfadtions of the
Y ‘% commiffioners, 13 one, _which, no
LEEVE doubt, in your o»Yn opinion, dcres
“reat credit to your ingenuity j—*¢ Th'at the hgu.e-
bod aod kitchen furniture at the Nottingham iron-
werks, which was confiderable, and prob:.bly.worth
150 hundred pounds, has not been f&:ld, or in any
rsaner brought into the pablic funds. With );our
yuil prewenaed ignorance, you.thc afked, ¢ What
Yus tecome of it?7--Itis altonithing that you fhould
{o often compel me to exgofc your charaéter and
principles to deteftation. Yoz wery avell know the
Tealo why this property has not been fold. In the
year 1782, application was made to the_ lchﬂam're
forthis furniture, on behalf of Mrs._Skmner, wife
cf John Skinner, who had the poﬁemqn, care, and
paagement, of all the properiy which belonged
to the Nottingham company. As the legiflature
gave £ particular direftions concerningit, it has
maiced urfold, and is fill in poflefiicn of Mrs.
Skinner. ‘Thefe fz@ls were not unkrown to you;
ard if vou were of opinion that it ought to have
been foid and brought into the public funds, how
kasit happered that you have fuffered it to remain
with Mre. Skinner ever fince November fefiion 1784,
when yex were dire@ed to difpofe of all the property
which rfen remsined unfold. You feem to hope,
fram the multiplicity of your charges againtt the
commififoners, that you may hit upon Jfome which
may gain credit with the public; and you may l;e
weik euougl. to exped, that even this illiberal inf1-
toation may operate to their prejudice. I fhall reft
sfured that it cannot have any other effeé with the
dlerning part of mankind, who mull ncaw be fenfi-
tect your motives, than to fix an icdelible flain
tpon your charalter. ;

You have given an elaborate difcufion of the 2&
tsder which captain Johns made a purchafe for col.
Ranicy, to fhew that my conflraition of that adl was
song. | gave no ccnliruction or opinien on the
fabject 3 nor was it ncceflary that any fhould te
giren. Ia the abfence cf csl. Ramiey, I merely
fared the circumfiances of the tranfaction to expcie
your m:liznant mi{'reprcfentmio.n of it. At fint it
was reprefented as a corcealed picce of bufinels i but
when tie faliity of that aiiegation was detetted, it
was neeeffary to take a different ground.  An opi-
sionis then to be incuicated, that when the com-
ifiorer’s intertion to pay certificates was difcover-
ed, his example would be followed by all the other
Furchafers, One charge is as well fupported as the
oher; but reither has any foundation in truth.
The tzt was, that thofe who intended to become
puschafers contulted counfel, arnd governed tb:mje.’vr{
acerdingly,  Your readinefs to attribuze every alt of
eiher of the commiffioners to unworthy motives, has
itused you to reprefent col. Remfty, on this occa-
fan, as unfeeling and indifierent to the wan:s and
ditreflzs of thoie of our army whe were prifoners
with the enemy.. If you could impofe this malicious
crinion on the credulity of the public; or if you
coald prevail cn ore beneg? avbig to believe that you
were as much a friend to the American army as col.
Ramfey has fhewn himfelf, you will do wpndcrs
indeed, and fucceed beyond the moft fanguine ex-
pelations of your warmeft friends. But you have
been long fizce convinced, I prefume, thac your
vile landers and calumnies cannot affelt his reputa-
tion,

AsT do not mean to encourage cr cocuntenance
the infolent illiberality of your fpirit, I (hall be thort
inmy reply to your remarks cn what has been al-

! ready oblerved on the fubje& of delay. In my former”

piblication®, I referred to original papers and docu-
ments which contradi@ed your affertions ; and from
which it is apparcnt that yoor esrjedures upon this
fatje@t have been foperfeced by evidence and cer-
uinty. 1have too firm a reliance oa the difcern-
Eeat of the reader, to fuppofe that he thould mif-
tike diftin& and confiltent reafons for centraaiflo'y
txafis, as you have done, crthat he fhould be weak
2d credulous encugh. to fuffer himfelf to be impoled
o by the literary Ccirs of fo vile a Jmatscrer.—Pur-
.f“"'EJNrfraaia of deception, and to palliate the
isfriogement of yeur public cury in arbitrarily af-
tnitg a power to difpenfe with a moft pefitive law,
Youwould willingly impofe on the pub'ic, by in-
Cucing a belief that fuits could not be commenced
33ainft thefe purchafers of confifcated projerty who

* 2d Nevember lagt,

did not give bond, under the a& to eftablith funds,
&c. on or before the firft day of April 1785, becaufe
the commiffioners did not deliver you a lift of them
until the 28th of April, when the weftern fhore ge-
reral court was fo near &t hand, that iffuing writs
could not have forwarded a recovery by the ftate,
But this finefe fhall not anfwer your purpofe. This
attempt 10 bear down truth and jufiice is too much,
even for gyour talents for dijguife  Ycur real charo&er
fhall be exhibited. 2our fmccth external appearance
fhall not fave you.—The true reufon why fuits were
not commenced agreeatly to the dire&ions of that
a&, immediately alfter the firit day ot April, is
this :—Befere tie firlt of April, you had determined,
in the plenitude of your power, to cifpzrfe witn the
law, and offered te:ms to thofe purchafers, by
which fuits were to be avciled, if they would pay
one fixth part of the fums due from them r¢ (reftive-
ly in fpecie, or the enifiiors of june 1720, on or
before the 10th cay of July fullowing, azd bend for
the refidue.  You afterwards publifhed your adver-
titement accordingiy + You had not afcertained
who would aceept your terms until the month of
Septcmber. On the tenth or this mouth you wrote
a letier to the commedioners, direfliag fuits gene-
rally, which they raceived fhortly afterits dute. At
this time the Oftober court was fo near at hand,
that fuits ccu!ld not be commenced with effeét, fo as
to take advantage of the term.—The Lt deiive ed
to you by the ccmmifiiorers, a: vou fay, on the 28th
of April, was not for the purpofe ot commencing
fuits, which you had p:evioufls poftpsned, but by
way of information, tpon your requelt, to enable
you to effe€tuate your plan.

Yeou have hazarded an opinion, that the lunds {0ld
by the intendant averagei more for the ftae, in
proportion to their real value, than thole fold by the
commifichers; but this na man can believe, with-
out ioving cfiesp all the powers of reafer 1 have be.
fore mentioned the average piice of the lands fold
by tite commifiioners to be £. 348 4 per acre, which
appears by their accounts of fules. [ alfc mention-
ed the average price of the lands fold by the inten-
dant to be lefs than 7/6 per acre, accordivg toare.
port of a committee of the houle of deiegates. In
the average price of the intendant’s {ales, 1 ﬁnq,
upon ¢xamination, that I was miitaken; bl_: this
m:fake was not intentional; it proccered tr m a
converfati'n of one of the gentlemen of that com-
mittee §, in which I uncerfifood the average ot the
intendant’s fales to be as related.  The couverfation,
I prefume, was mifappiehended by me —Yez, ac-
eordirg to the moit accurate calculation which can
be made in the prefent unfettied Itate of the inten-
dant’s fales, the average per acre will be confidera.
bly lefi than one third ol the average of the lands fuld
by the comm:fhoners. The committce in tieir
report that large bodies of cenfifcated lands foid
by the intendant did not net feven fhiilings and
fix-pence per acre, did rot allude, I DLelieve, to
all :he lazds fold by him; but they certainly meact
to comprensnd not onlv the referees in Baltimore and
Harf.rd ccantics, ard Taltot’s maner, in Cecil ccunty,
but alfo all the mancrs ard referves in the different
csurits of the flate awhich awere Jold by bim And a
corfiderable part of thofe lands were fuperior in
quaiity, of greater value, and not more mcu.mbc:ed,
tnan many of the lands fold by the commiflioners,

+ Intendant’s office, April 28, 1785.

As many purchafers of confijcated Britifh property, for
the emiffons of June 1780, and the emiffion of May 1781,
nrglecled 1o give bond befire the 1\l acy of this month
agreeably to the direcdions of the ad to effablip funds,
§5: such dibtors as are able to pay, are liable to immedi.
ate Jfuit, and judgments can be obtained tbe firfl court,
and executions thereon ifue to compel the payment of t.b:

oney dut the flate in 152 meney contra&ed for. Tbe ix-
1RTIACNYS tie revenie, defirous to avoid .bnngx_ng
fuits, if the intertion of the a2 (nn.ﬁc compl{e'd_ rw'l.b,
and Jubfantial julice ccn l‘:.do.nl avitbeut, gives motice
to fuch debtors awbo bave not given bond, that if they
avill pay to the treajurer of the fu.'lj?tr.nﬂmrf. on or l.cf_'ou
the s:n0b day of Julv next, in [pecis, crix the emiffions
of June 1780. ((cmmmly called flate, and flate con'i-
nental) cne fixto of the Jums due from them r.g/;aﬂ:-wlj.
that they fhaily en giviag bind before 1he _/bfd tenth 4.’41
¢f Jualy nexty awith ficurity for the refidue tn:/aﬁng in-
serel 2o the firft day of Septemler laf}. bave :_ruf:t until
the fiji day of January 1799 i and they may J{/’tbarg:
Jach refidue of their debt 11 any Jpecie certificates iffued by
this fiate Al debtars aveo da. rot (omp(j awith this
cger, will be Jued immediately after the Juid texth day
of ‘Ful i iiinclion
4 g Mb’.‘fﬁ ':}3.3;’. g bs, TENIFER, intendaxt

of the revinuts

1 MMr. Gelafbarengh.
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fome of which fold oaly for a fhilling per acre. * It
feems you cannot exaftly alcertain what is the ave-
rage per acre of the lands fold by you while inten-
dant. This, I conceive, you might do with as
mauch accuracy and precifion as you afcertained the
awmcunt cof your fales upon which you paid yourfelf
commiflion.

It is faid that the members from the counties
(meaning Baltimors, Harford and Cazcil,) where the
low priced lands lay, declared that they fold for
their full value. Such, withzut doubt, was the
opinion of thofe gentlemen, fpeaking generally
without a knowledge of particular circum®Rances.
A fimilar declaration has not been made by the mem-
bers of St. Mary’s, Charles, Kent and Frederick
counties. ~ The plain evidence of faéts is fuperior to
all deciarations; and itisa fa& that you fold fome
of tlc/e lands as well as others which were clear of
ivcumbrance tor much lefs than their value. Proofs
will cppear in the fiquel.

*ou fold the land which belonged to Mr. Everf.
ficld, in Prince-George’s county, a: private fale for
five pounds per acre, whea ncarly d wble that fum
might have been procured. —Of the tands which be-
lunged to Daniel Dulany, fon of Wal:er, iu Baltimore
couaty, and which were very valuable, you foid a
lot for £ 475 at private (ale, which was nearly warth
tour times that fum  This propeity was advertifed
to be f.ld at public fale, ard I am intcrmed by a
gentleman cf rcfpellable chara@er who was prefent,
and intenced to bid, thatif tnis lot had teen fold
at vendue, it weuld have preduced from fitteen to
eighteen hundred pounds.—l have been alfo in-
forme: by the fame gentleman, and by cthers, that
at this fale @ /22 and part of a lot were fet up for fale,
without any defcription of numbers or quali'y ; that
thofe who attcaded the fale with an intent and de-
fire to become purchafers, not knowing what pro-
perty was offzred for fale, were deprived of an op-
p.-reenity of bidaing; and r4is /e and pare of a loc
of valusble land were thus jacgled off at a fingle bid
for twenty fhillings per acre.—Otner parts of Mr.
Luian.’s lands were fcld at private fale greatly to

the lofs of the ftute, and fer much lefs thun many |

who were prefent would wiilingly have given for
them.—You fold a lct ot Connuzught manor in Cz.il
countv, fuppefed to contain eighty acres for £ 35,
and took bond from the purchafer, whele cume s
Henry Lycn, payable in certificates at the period
fixzd by law. Nir. Lyon fhortiy afterwards fold this
lot for £ 6350 frecie, and the purchaler is alfo to
difcta.ge the bond given to the ftate. Mr. Lyon
acknowl:dges that he never had a leafe for this lo:
troin any tormer proprietor or claimart cf the ma.
nor ; fo that he was not entitled to pre-emption at
a veluation auithout the wmgreverments, but ought ta
have puid the tell value ot st In this cafe it is evi-
ceat that Lyen fold this lct for about thirty eight
times as much as you {-1d it to him for, caiculaung
certificates at their a&tual value, which is about one
bait ofth: nominal fum, aud intereft. 1 have orly
ecume-ated tnefe few inflances which have been fre-
qu.ntly the fubjcét of converfaticn  Many others,
it is certain, mi-ht be pointed cut if ycur zccounts
were flated fir irgairy, and expefed to public wieaw,
How far a truflce of the public difcharges his cu:y
in thas feiling the property of the ftate for lefs than
the value of 1t, is fubmitted to thofe who choofe to
exercife their reafon, to determine,

You have boafted that toads in every inftance,
except one, for the property fold by you were taken
angd lodged_ in- the treafury in lefs than ten'monthe
from the time you began the balinefs. The leatt
attention to the circomftances premifed will readily
account why you met with little difficulty in obtain-
ing bonds for the property you fold. When a maa
can purchafe property for an half, a fourth, or a tenth
of its real value, he will aot hefitate to comply with
the terms of fale, but will eagerly embrace the opper-
tonity of completing a contraé {o beneficial and ad-
vantageous to his interelt.— I'he fituation cf the pur-
chafers at the fales made by the commifioners was
widely different, Their fales were gerenally ex-
travazantly high; and men being deficous ard
anxious to purchafe particular trafts of land, o-
other property, or having animofities again® their
competitors, were often induced to give deouble the
value of the property purchafed, and greatly more
than they would wiliingly give upon fober reti=&ion.
Thas circumfanced, when pafficn had fubfided, and
folly had ceafed to ufurp the empire of reafon, they
were aftonithed at their owa intatustion, and fume-
times would endeavour to avoid a contra&t which
they had thus haitily and imprudently made —Kvery
man interelted in the profperity. and weifare of this
flatzy and the fituation <t lLer finances mutt regree
tha. the fale of confifcated property fhould have
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