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To GABRIEL DUVALL, Efquire, a thin council
it,

s IR, o e _Ehe firt quclﬂion between us is. whether the com-
WK% F you can ever fo far beguile mankind, miffiocers cap gally, orjuitly cl.im a commifion
gﬁxﬁ(‘;‘ asyto receive your aflertion for proof of Of two and an half per cgnz.yfpc:ic on the firit and
‘s 1 % the fa& afferted, you will bea dan. fzcond fales of Preperty, where refales have been
E¥ % gerous adverfary indeed.  Nothing made under the autherity of the legifliture.  The
f’:"w@'}}:@: will be too abfurd, nothing be too quactum char'g‘ed is immaterial in tn,
bafe to be charged upon any citizen who prefumes tne queition. '1'6 dec de Properly upoa the queition,
to fpeak with freedom of the condu@ of yourfeif, tWO inquiries are o.c{iy; firlt, what was the 'n-
and thoie with whom you are connetted ; but al tention of the legiflature 2, to the reward for the
though you have for the purpofe of making an at- {ervices of the commifiicners ?—3econd, if auy cafe
tack on me been fele@ted as the moft likely of my has happc_ne':i not forevecn b . he legiflature ; and it
enemies to gain credit with the public, and have fo, what js Jult ‘and right in fuch cafe ? I is ac-
fhewn yourfelfto be as much above all /eruples as your kﬂOWledgC_d by you, that cerrain d
moft farguine friends could have withed; yet your by the lcg'lghtulc to be
laft performance betrays a confcioufnefs of appreben- fioners. 'T'o fel] the property in couvenient lots, or
fion that the attempt to bear down tiuth and juftice, Pircels,—:o receive and pay the m ney where fales
is oo much for even your talents for diiguife ; and were dircéted for ready money ;— 0 where on cre.
that inftead of injuring me by ftraining that credit dit to take_bonda with good fecusity, and to lodge
which you have gained by a fmooth external appear- the banas in the treafury as foon tereafter as pof-
acce and cautious deportment, rather than by real fiblc — I'he legifl ture gave a reward of two an' an
merit, you have not only failed in the obje& in- half per cent. on tn€ amount of tr.e faie, pay ble in
tended to be accomplithed, but have fo fully proved wheat at iever fhil Ings and fix-gence per buthel, or
what your real charaler is, that you will never here- red money at par, (worth about one and an nalt per
after be able to do harm to any other citizen, 10 a cent. 1P=C1Q, on :h:fe ferv.ces bemg. perform«d
man of your difpofition, this fituation muft be dif- Ihe commilii me:s und-r the laws enjoi ing tnefe
trefling in the extreme ; not lefs fo, than that of the duties and itipulating this reward, make fales to a
bungry deprived of food or the thirky of drink confiderable amount, and do not t.ke bonds as en-
Your exordium is certainly one of the moft finithed joincd by law. And they alfo m.ke fales to a coufi-
pieces of compofition that ever graced a news.paper, dcr;ble amount and take bond-« for prperty pur.
acd contains fentiments fo very excellent, that it chafed by perfons who alleze they were decived in
would feem like the effe of envy, were I not to thelrfpurc!xafes. The legiflat re dlreds. an officer
remark upon the mofl firiking of them. who fuperintended the itate finances, to inquire into
To fpezk or write truly in private or public the fales where bonds had no: bee,, given, ard alfo
manner reflpe@ing pudlic tranfaiions has generally inro the circumftances of the fales coraplained of,
been thought, not only allowable, but the right of where bonds bad been given. And to fet the fales
every free citizen. afide under particular Clrcumﬂx.nces. Ard that
* According to yoor refined ideas of propriety, itis wrere fales are fet afide the Ccommiflioners thall refel
ugentlemanly axnd difbencurable to write a letter to a the property. Property which never has bee: fold
correfpondent upon public tranfaBicns ; becaufe the is, by the fame legiflature, alfo ordered to be fold
Frefs is open.—bo that no man who does not incline by the intendant of finauce, and he is allowed cne
to enter into & news-paper controverfy, has aright and an haif per_cent. commiffion only—refales are
to fay or write & word on public tranfa&ions : ‘This ordered by the intendant.  Was it the intention of
difcovery deferves to be remembered by all thofe the legiflature to give the commitlioners two and an
‘wbo a@ improperly in public chara@ter, as a certain half per ceat. fpecic, both on the firlt and: fecoad
{pecific againft the complaints of fuch of their coun- fales? You maintain the affirmative, and therefore
tymen who will not commit themfelves to public ought to prove it. [ called upon you to fhew, by
altercation, wherein they will offend men, who never what law 1t was you charged _tuis comtiffien, ard
forgive the injury dope to themfelves and the public, ftated, thu'the a&t for confoh@atvng the f.nds, &c.
by an attempt to correét their errors. And of courfe and for veiting the intendant with powers to orde: a
will have a ‘load of the moft foul calumny which refale of Nanticoke manor lands, zave you no com.
provoked malice never tails to beftow, mifion cn the refales. This argument you fay
. After flating the tranfa@ion to be public, you fug. fcarcely deferves to be confidered, aad ‘“ oblerve
geft that zlfe%eu"er refpe@ing it, was wrote to in- that the two and an half per cent. commifion was
ure private charaBer and reputations by which [ pre. given by an a pafled in Janaary 1782, and is ne-
i'ume is meant, that as fome of the commiflioners, ver afterwards mentioned in any a& diretting a (ale
&t the time of their account beirg examined, had of Briiith property, and thcrcfore' this argument
geafed to hold any public ‘charafter—that they were proves too much, as it would deprive vou of:wm
tobe confidered " as privare men. And any thing miffion on the fales in 1783, 1784, and 1785.” It
faid of their tranta&jons when public mex was impro- appears to me that the argumeat which you think
Per aftér they had become privale men ; this idea is does not deferve conﬁdera_uon, would itfeif prove
allomew ; and if adopted will be an excellent fhicld you had no right to commiffion, and that your an
w0 all public defauleers, who refign their employ- fwer to it is by no means fatisfalory. Suppofe the
ments Belore an ewpmigatien of their condud can be bad, confequence _follows which you allege, wilt it prove
azd before their accoupts, and tran(alions are even the fallacy of the argoment Your right to any com-
flated for irquitry. And any man who attempas to miflion depends on the following claufe of an a& to
promote the inquiry, may according to your rule of fettle and pay the civil iift, &c _pa_(Ted Novcmtier fef-
Pigbts, . be juttly charged with a wanton attack on fion 1781, chap. 29, wherein it is enafted, ¢ That
pnvgtc}epux.gion, e ) ‘¢ a commiflion of two and an half per cent. .be
- Another jdea is incylcated. which feems to be your ¢¢ allowed to the commxﬂioners. for the prefervation
wvourite; ‘That g-wyiter js fevere in proportion to * and fale of confifcated - Britith property, on the
the coarfenefs of, his langnage, .and the.viclence of ‘¢ amount of the fales, in full:for their fervices, and
is #bufe: Thele are the true- ftings which you be- ¢¢ the allowance to their clerk, a_ud all expences,
&8 penetrate | your. adverfary deeply.; and all ¢ except anly the charge of farveying the land and
'hingx_ ot grofsly .rude are mere glimmers of wit, ¢ advuuﬁpg.tbe.famelor fn.lc, the faid commiffion
Thia,in;prg on youhave received fo firongly, that ¢ to be paid in bills o!cu.dl_t, or wheat, as before-
Jeu (upquc_it'impomble that the flings:in your firlt ¢“ mentioned, at feven thillings and: fix-pence per
Petlication weremort felt by me. Wuile [, viewing ¢¢ buthel.” All the: .property on which you tan
‘hi'xi acccrdi:g 10 the mode heretofore cftablithed, juflly charge commiffion had been ordered to be fold
90ld:rot help soufidering your performance, as ex. before the (efion in  November 1781, and were or-
bemely offesfive to fentiment and decency, without dered by a&s of that fefion, or a&s in the coarfe of
t(mallet fpice of true wit, or genuine fatire ; and the year 1782, . ll_ any property was ever fold except
¥10g confcious of the re®itude and propriety.of my fuch as above fpecified, or the property refold,. which
%2408l I flated the circumftances which gave rife is the (ubje@ of the prefent difpute, point it oat,
totoe letter corhpliiped 9f,. and proved heyond con- As to all psoperty ordered to be fold'anzecgdmt.to
BaciQion thae the falts. meationed in it were trae ; the a@ of November feffion 1781, andﬂ whick. had
frdthefe you have got venturcd to deng ; but com- not been then fold, and fuch as was cirected to be
it only che parts of mi lett=r which .may p:opex{y foid by laws _pafled in 1782, it may b- fairly fup-
called matters of opinica. Namely the otjetli- pofed .thc.lcgnﬂm.:re intended you fhould draw the
Wit the comniiffioners .agcounts. I'hefe il fe- comniffion;mentioned, payableas direfted by the
Byn fubjets of difcufion, And notwithflanding a& of Novémber f(eflion 17815 bat can it, with

uiies were enjoin-
pertformed by the commif-

18 perplexity ip which .you have attempted toin- cqual propricty, be fuppofed, that the lcgiftarure.

Volve them, “by . our | ublicativn, I have no lad the fame inte.tion when the aéts of Nov.cmber
Coubt, l‘.ul'a pryop)i}u:“;‘%mﬁ;nn will thew, that the fetfion 1784 were puffed? And that they diz not
Pipign { bave giveng that your account was a molt mentjon un)y commiflion on the refales in virtue of
f2traordinayy oce, ;: as jult as the fact ia true, that thefe adls, becuute they knew you had aa efablithed

ave you an order for the amount of right to a commiff;
Y

on by a temporary lay in 1781,
But as che law is filent ay td commiffion t the com-
miiioners upon the refales, all that yoa can reit your
claim on, is, the prefumption arifing from the le=
g'flature having dire@ed s particular fervice to be
dong. that they of courfe intended a reward for thjs
fereice. —Suppole the Prefumption could ke fairly

e difceflion of made from tne circumftaices of thi

reward was in equity due—why fix it at two and 2
halt per cent. fiecie ? | hj,
ideas of the legiflature who pafled the law, even in
caf:s where the Property was to be fuld which mever
bad 5{“ before expofed 1o Jale. For they alowed the
lnieidant vut one and an half Fer cent. on fales
made by him. And furely if you paved the wway for
bim as to Property whih never had been fold, you
had m:sd.e 1t equally fmooth for yourfelves as to pro-
perty which you had once Prepared for fale. The
trouvle to the intendant muft haye been equal to
that of (he commiff oners, and the benefits arifing to
the date as great. Now fuppofe any cemmiffion in-
tended to be given to the commiffioners on the re-
fa'e, what co.ld have juftified the leg:(li-ure as pub-
lic wruftees in giving two and an half per cent. when
they could have got it as well dore at one and an
half. Would the circumftance of tner. being two com-
mflioners have juttified wantonly throwing avay one
per cent. on all property to be refold ? Certainly not.
No idea of juftice upon your principles ¢ u!d have
induced the legiflature to give you the refales; be-
caufe if you were to charge commiflion on all fales
bet.re by you made, whethet you r:fu.d or not.
The engagement tetween the ftate and you as to
this, was atanen?; and the | gflature had a righe
to get any body c'fe to finifh ‘h: bufire’s upon the
bet terms. It was rot the wifh ot the icgiflature,
ycu fhould refel ihe property It was your own re-
qu:it that vou thould have the ppertunity of fecuring
a comniffion by tre refales, a,d havizg done this,
you very confcientiouily fit up a claim, not only to
what. you prayed tor, and what was . ranted to pre-
vent the fmulielt impurat.on on ieg ] tive generofi-
ty ; butalfotoa tum which was not at the time in
your idea to afk, or of any member of the general
affem ‘ly to give.

‘The circumitances really attending the paflage of
the a& for conioli:ating the funds, &e. preve be.
yond doubt, tna: double comm ficn was never in'-
ten. ed to be givea ny the egiflsture, or thought of
by the commilfivners when that .& pafled, !

In my former pub..cation I (tated the fubftance
of your and Mr Hoilyday’s memcrials from me-
mory ; I have lately obtained copies of tnzmn, and
tha: there may hereaiter be no difference between
u- as to th.ir conteats, | take the liberty of infert.
ing them at lengrh.
¢ T'o the honourable the General Aflembly of Ma-

¢ ryland. ;
¢ The remonfirance of Gabriel Duvall of the city
¢¢ of Annapolis, humbly fheweth, 2

‘ That the .report of the committee of fuppl!
¢¢ contains a refolution which is already paffed by the
‘¢ houfeof delegates dire@ing a fecond fale of that
‘¢ part of coofifcated property which has been fold
‘¢ by the commiflioners, and for which bonds have
‘¢ not been taken, avbereby the commiffioners will lofe
¢ the commifficn arifing on thoje fales.  This refolve i
¢« fraugnt with fuch injuftice and inequity to yoas
¢¢ remonftrant, that he is perfuaded, that it will not
¢¢ have an advocate in either branch of tte legifla~
¢« ture when his condut is fully fazed ahd clearly
‘¢ underflood by the members of the general af-
« fembly, | :

¢ In the month of July, in the year 1781, he
¢¢ had tne honour, without foiicitation on his part;
‘¢ to be appointed one of the commifioners for the
¢¢ prefervation and fa'e of confifcated Britith property,
*¢ in confequence of which appointment he qualified
¢¢ in the marner di.cCted by law, and entercd upos
¢¢ the fané@ion of tne duties of his office.

¢ That the commiffioners continued to difpcfe of
¢¢ the confifcated propesty for a per diem allowidnce
¢¢ until the 224 day of January, 1782, when an
¢ a& was pufled giving them a commifiion of two
¢ and an half per cent. they to pay all cxpences,
¢ furveyors fees and chirges of adveniifements ex.
‘¢ cepted ; under which law they have difpofed

‘ of pioperty to a very confid:rable amount, of
¢ which there yet remains wbout £. 108,000 Sor
¢¢ which bonds have not been taken ; fome of ths
¢ purchafers peremptorily refuiing to bond, and
‘¢ others ahfenting themicives imm=diasely after
¢ purchafing, and there.v precluding the commii-
¢ fioners from the opurorunity of tiking them

¢ Your remonttran: begs leave to obferve, that
¢ by the feveral ads ot affemtly under which the
¢ ccmmiflioners huy: al:d, they bave beon veied
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