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“frém 'dngm!ﬁﬁ%’ﬁg"ﬂ{é Coitrall, ‘dny oF the put:
;Chifers were <a¢ 1ibérey;* If they de¥pniihed to i it **

AVING fee No ‘°‘1\: om % conveyance oo-the' terms: of makdnp' the “firt i
W 1 feen in’ your paper of the or dre ever camé 6 tﬁé,binvii_'fff'the'cémmiﬂioneu‘_

13th of O&ober, a yery Jong “and ex- ‘but what they fold and atcodnted Yor. ’
¢ 'H:#% traordinary piece under.the fignasure. atk the ithpartial reader, whether she intendant's
&) ;‘: of the late intendant of the revenue, "repretentation of this tranfaflion” is calculited to
b % 1 hope you will convince the public, give him a prdper-idéa of the fubje&, or, whether
ty the nicstion of this, that the. kermed author dag .- it is 9ot calculated to raife prejudices againft a fel-
b it that regard to truth and candour which lOW-cn_lztn, whl? Bppea he bas never merited the
iy Pum ought to do when he undertakes a public 2 bad opirion of his coantrymen ?*
b ion of the condu®t of others. As apart  The other c.ha‘r‘ge g:erticuhr)y levelled at me, and
m"em'x‘htcs immediately to me, and as I with to Which has alfeady n the fubje& of much mifre-
A ":he charafter of an honeft man, I (hall, in 'Pl’!fcntl_twn, is, lha} I purchafed propetty at the fale
f“P,th my charaler, make a few remarks, which 1n Baltimore-towh in April 1581, through the me
J”ﬁ'“ddeﬂ'cd to thofe unprejudiced and candid dium of captain Johns, ard that 1 have rcfufed or
gt into whofe bands his publication may have begletted (o pay for it." A thort recital of this tranf.
ey Ido not by any means intend this asan a&icn, which muft be within the memory and re-
v o hi: laboured performance; that I prefome colletion of many unprejudiced and reputable citi-
N c;r;m another quarter. I neither bave the %ens, will clear me-from the blam: and cenfure
m":fm documents nor the leifure, at this *ime,:to Which this indire accufir hai endeavoured to heap
s 117. encral reply, and fhall content” myfelf upon me. ‘I'he commificners’ were diie@ted by an
W o ki% a plhin and true Rate of two cHarges ‘a¢t of the general afferubly, paffed at Novenber
gt gxo Pbave been pointed at me, and then . feffion 178e, to make fale of certain confilcated pro-
Wh“bl:cir: artial reader o judge, whether the re- perty in Baltimore town, at public audtion; one
e ¥ ‘Pmade by the late intendant is juft and . fifth of the money to be paid in fpecie, and the re-
Pr‘g{m.norlz: her it has not been calculatea for the Maining four.fifths as mentionea by the intendant,
B o “l, c‘iﬂeeadin every perfon who may perufe 10 the beft of my recolleQion. Antecedent to the
e e t lm8 4 - ~ paffage of this a&, a law had pafled direQing cer-
¥ h“r;fﬂ“;lt::l: ch.lrge: is contained in his fourth tificates to be granted to the officers and foldiers of
b:rg?.nr to the commifioners account, ** that a: the American army in the Maryiand line, for the
Chjail f coal and ore at the Lancafthire works deprcua_uon of their Pay; and as a fund for the
e lgeecoucourud for in any manber to the redemption of thofe certificates certain confifcated
e l;'c If n'r: perfon thould be credulous enough Britih property was fpecially ple.dged. and it was
e udizyxo the writer, he muft prefume one. declared by !_he a&, that thefi cort:ficates /bu_nld bere
v l: s, cither that the commifioner had dif. ctived as fpecie for the property pledged for their redemp-
et tity of coal and ore, aod bad con- #en, and any cthber Briipp property s be fold except that
pof:db(‘h: ‘}:::elyyto his own ‘ufe, or, that he had /}}ninllv engaged 10 firk tb.e new Sute bills of credic, ar.rl
e léed to difpofe of it, and ought for fuch ne- Jxch &s was or fhonid be speciaily engaged for the fcxs ity
‘leg&co be anfwerable to the ftate for the value. axd Paymnt of /.un'l 10 b¢ mads 1o 1he flate. On the
%;e commifiorer trults, that in order to excuipate day of fale.a quettion arofe, whether thefe cetifi-
LimfeF, nothing more is necefflary, than to give a cates would be received in payment (of tne one fitth
h‘tnc‘ o faf, and of fas of which the intendant, dirs@ted to be paid in fpeci-) for the property of-
l ig t had it faited his purpofe to an- f:red for fale. 'Beforethe fale ccmmenced one of
E“;{f,'dbih'};:_msvm the commiffioners took pof-. the commxﬂic:n:n.rrgueﬂcd the opinion of the at-
fefion of the property which belonged to the Prin- torney general on this queftion, who gave it as his
«ipio Compary, - confilling of feveral works, and decided ard clear opinion, th:t (hg certifi.ates wc.r;
mich real and perfonal eftate, they thought proper 8 legal tender for the one fith dirc@ed “:j bc’ﬁ:‘
to cettinue Mr. Tromas Ruffell, of Ceecil county, in fpecie, and that they muft bc_rc_:cewcf. h-"
(wbo was a part owner) mapager of the works and Opinion was corroborated by the opinion lod anot ~5
all the other property, upon the fame terms for gentleman refpc&able for his legal know"’ ge, lnf
which he had condufted the bufinefs of the com- wss made known to the pnnhlfergb.arhx e r;meq
pacy before the a& of confilcation paffed. In’con. .fale, and. the property fold much ég :r ‘hmili':
fequeace of this agreement with Mr, Ruflell, the would have fold if it had been expefted ¢ "'1('1: rrl
;r?aﬁn of tke works and all the property-of the tom- payment mutt hne‘becn made in fpe:u.h e : e
ny he became accountable for to the flate, the Was commenced by: the au@ionesr of the CO":. Ys
?holc beirg under his cire@ion and management. and being defirous to realife my ?ﬂﬂﬁ{!ll:!» whic
The coal and ore alluded to, at the time of this I had dearty and perfinally nnmh tn?ﬁhlmg_‘go--
agreement was not in being as fach, but were pro- vinced that no:difadvantage cou dpo v lﬂh'{"’
duced under his fuperintendency. He,hndﬂitbin ;he Pu:ti::ii;!hﬂ:?:? :o';‘:r:; f:?rof;or: :‘:.
ncathire furnace in blaft, bot. 1 requ apta 5 s
itpiilcigm%:;n;hethl:fnm“e’ and finding many re- and he; by bidding more than lny.;t_her p«fon; 'b;:;
piinwere neceflary, and that a great expence would came the purchafer. - Thl_v tu:: .:‘:n :u -:“ Jin-
mterd making the ore into ‘pig-iron, ke was uof fecrst and .hidden na:are & the’ nll;‘m .‘n; i
cpizion tha: the expences would far exceed the pro- finuated and wifhes the public >t> beliéve. * It was a

fits. At the time of the fale of & part of the pro- generally and-publicly knows imsiediately after the

i ptember 1781, thofe ma- fnlo,..xha’t;_tbe purchate w»_lmu.h for me." as it yu
mv.ow: ce‘::‘p;z;n,si:;:v:n decmZd improper to  knowa.who- wers the purchifersof other lots h‘bl?i at
expofe thengz to fale, ‘when they muft be purchafed that fals. The'amount of the propetty fold on that day

io (mall parcels: by farmers and plantérs who at- . was nearly £. 26,000, 8 confiderable part of which -

] ‘the’ army, with the like:
lefs than their value, by Mr. was purchafed by officers of the army, witk
iz':;:ﬂ d:;er;l:;a;?éc‘::?r, .:Id Mr. Wafhin!ton, view of realifing their certificares.; Bvlory»*]:mhale‘rd,
who wis alfo 2 part owner, - and who was prefent. I believs, .was ‘perfuaded: that u;t 'ﬁc“‘f;a 1_"::“
Ttecoal and ore were therefore left in the care of be received for the firft peymane. [ Irina g
P}r. Rofell the managerSfio be’ by him difpofed of evsry.one.who offersd payment, tendeved
it the moft advantag

Rofell fhorly’ afterwards fold them tok the that.they maf be received umder the liws before

ite-a for a valua. referred ‘to, thas 1 thould -mot “have- hefitated vo n-
tf:cgg:g;e::u:: wl:l;.l: ;?B'e'lr".n:::oh:z 28 mg¢ coin\thu' after. the advice that was taken, had [

4 N N R b 0
n i _will_sppear,.and to. not fidod -in .Ih.dchq:e fitoation of a purch

lyx ekr;ot\:‘llc’:ig: x:e.t:u:&f: nqbtt.Aninpo il;‘;.nén' than andl h.n reafon to bdmn:.:huch; g::“ :.n ‘:h.:
%ac: to fettle with the jntendant, but thé festlement, s&cd .with 90'9}con. e LD
for reafuns unknown to me, ‘was put 051‘;}. r of the fams’ opinion. Bat ax

t ‘wi is: ifice, has invelopedvt ‘ » ;
ttl::f‘:&';o: E?‘?I’l'gﬁ:ﬁ::'fam. He flates *;2h (ogl. even by.thofe whe 'mdob‘ t\hen:;‘ c:t::. e::;d
tke ‘quantities of the coal and qre, and their vales, mifioners .declined to recsive t ‘; c’"w uukc'unir
in-cow before arbitrators, and not yet afcestained ;" reforred she purchafers to &; tre. :r:r' e s
t1d leaves the amount of ‘this fom; when afcertained; payments.. A fhort time b‘ ta"lu iy bgo“ <ok
achige sgainfl tbe commiffioners, or rather the com- fembly mat,: 'nd 'this fubje@ was ko oy
miffioner who ought to bava scéonntcd for it. Nowler by the commifioners, snd an ‘::pl::. ntiZl i
tith and candour fpeak, and it will be declarsd'aga paffad, declaring thas ll,t wes P b.J oty L
£ known to the arbitrators and all parties concerned, aflembly that fpecie gﬂ 'ya was to! “mmilioqnp 5
tat the quettion befors them is, a he;h 1.:.?'::1 ?-‘1? .Ei’p'fiﬁiky'iim. unlefs the i payment was

ore, whi the tral o : - pr i _ Tl

Buck?s, ila:::h o:e.‘:ﬁ?& the Lancathire ‘furmacs mdm.bx,»t{zmmnhr day in-the alt fpecifieds. a

‘ e fraahold, © the par aife’ was howevesr added; that as they ‘did not
HecdWera feld wi 1d, to the purchafeF cladfe’ was howeves @dded, - d :
ﬁuﬁ&?linﬁl'?} ':fe,":::ﬁ fold with the land, mean ¢q preclude the v@cbhw consts of julice

" ‘Let me now °

€0f) Mmanner he could., Mr. tificates;:-and fo tully sud cledrly: convineed was I

fereatly .canfireed and underflood by differect per--

paymtentin certifitatés] to_fitda bIIF iy chantery,or
commence their ' #Qiofs for damages, by a'diy fiked °
in'the 4&7 The pdrchafers generdlfy made tenders -
“and: filed - their' bj 'ﬁﬁﬁéﬁldc&y‘ 10 ‘compel a cdn.’
veydrice of the propkrif, and fo confiiént” of fuccefs .-
were- fevéral of the PHrchafens; that confiderable and
expenfive improvementy “were immedhately bézan oa *
the lots they had purchafed. The certificates
granted to me for the ‘depreciation of ‘my’ p.y as
A0 ‘oficer of the army were tendered fof the firt -
payment due for the purchafe made by capiain Jo-ns
for me, and the other’ Payments were'alfo pun@a-
ally teadered s they became due, agreeably ¢, the
terms of fale, at the treafury ; and as they we:e not
received, a bill was filed in the name ‘of Aquils
Johns, to compel a conveyagce of the Iot”he pur- -
chafed, on the terms of the laws; dgreeably to the
conftru&@ion which they generally received. This
bill was depending in the court of ch ncery until
fometime in the year ‘1785," and ther¢ being no i
profp-& of a fpeedy determination, and a< the matter
in difpote ceafed to be an obje&, 1 directed the feit
to be fRruck off, and paid the coits Soon afterwards
a fuit was ordered againk Aquila Johns, to recover -
psyment for that property which h~ had been en.
deavouring for years to obtain a title to fiom the °
flate upon tne terms upon which it was{.1d. To -
me it appears Rrange and unjuft that the Ratg fhould
have a right to with-hold property and declarea fatw
void when the bargain was thought to be advan.
tageous to the purchafer, and that afterwards, upoa
a change of circumftances, when the bargain ‘be-':
came advantageous to the ftate and difadvantageous.-
to the purchafer, the ftate fhould then have a right
to declare the fale valid and compel the purchafer-
to take and pay for the property. As this queflion
malt hereafter receive a legal or equitable di cufficn,

I fhell no: now enlarge upon it.

I have nowv endeavoured to flate, in the fimpla
language of narration, the circumflances and taéle
which attend the two charges which have be-n
aimed particuiarly at me; and [ cannot heip feli-
citating myfelf, after every feratiny has been made,
and atter fo much clamour has been raifed, and fo
many unjuft and ungenerous infinuations have becn
fent abroad agsinft me, that when dire&t cha-ges
are exhibited, they are fo trifling, feeble, and void
of foundation. The intendant, in order to give
fuch a complexion as he withed to this purchafe, -
has reprefented it as a concealed and fecret picce
of bufinefs. The fa& is otherwife, and &r neww ja
vears ago from converfation b:tween him and me.
He afterwards atks, with great apparent meaning,
why was not this property charged to the true pur.
chafer? And why was not the money paid agreea~
bly to the terms of fales? In anfuer to the firfk
queftion, [ fhall infirm the gentleman, if he i, really
as 1gnorant as he pretends to be, that the commifs
fioners could not convey property to one of them-
felves, but i: muft be done through the medium of
~a third peifon, who ought to appear to be the pur-
chafer, To the fecond, that the money was, agres-
ably to the terms of fale, punQualy t:ndered to the
treafurer and refufed. The intendant, as if he fup-
pofed thefe queftions unanfwerable, with a degree
of triunph, aks a third, can there be any reliance
on accounts after inflances of this kind of manage-
ment are difcovered ?"This is a queftion not for me
to anfwer; I fhall therefure in my turn take the
liberty ot afking one, and leave the anfwers to botk
to be made by the candid and unprejudiced reader.
Can any confidence or reliance be placed in the re-
prefentations of a man, who keswingly conceals fome
fals, artfully gloffes over ‘others, 2nd defignedly
combines and flates the whole in fuch a mauner ap -
ismok likely to deceive the reader, and make fuch
i:ﬁprcﬂonn as are moft favourable to his owa views ?

[ am aware that a clemssr has been raifed aguinft
me I have been reprefented as the defaulter of
thoufands of the public money; and that by my
{peculations in public property, I have made a for.
tane. There is not vae word of trath in thefe bafe
affertions, I received for my private pro rty,
which I fold bef.re [ was appointed a commi ones,
fpecie to the amount of near three thoufand pouads,
a coofiderable part cf which I riksd in exchaoge
for the paper emifion of the Rate at its then pafling

.value, being much deprecia.ed. Ifit was a crime

to put conpdence in the laws and folemm engage.
men:s of the ftate, it mof be confelcd that.[ was
an avowed criminal, Iafterwards, fiom the fame
confidential _motives, exchanged a confiderabie pare
of that paper for the fpecie certificates iffued by the’
fate, and to great mogtification and difappeings
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