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To the PUBLIC.

ey %W HEN 2 man juft entering into public
g}:‘}?‘(‘\g employmert, ’ﬁnda a {ct of in‘riguing
“ W ‘g‘ p-liticians waiting for an ocn‘ﬁon to
o) "% decide on nis principles, as fuited or

‘oo e %, oppofed to their views; when, having
on a.;;-'el':ion of moment exhibit:d a firmuefs unfa-
vourable to their defizns, ne beeomes the object of
virulent clamcur and :afi.ious mifreprefentation ;
sod when in f{pite of cvery endeavour to enablifh
fuch an incependecce and corfiftescy of charalter
as might juttity the cenfide. ce plscid n him, acen-
fure, armed with ali the credit and 1‘nﬂuence' of the
higheit tank acd au.noritv, is leveiled at his con-
duct ir office; the perfon fo circumitanced, muft
either b:tizy & mied veid of feniitility a.nd carclefs
of repuiarion:, ¢r be fuppofed to fubferibe to the
char;'e, it he pafies it urnoticed: to prevant either
of thefe conclufions, I find it rec-flary to lay opea to
the public a latc tranizé&icrn. which has placed me in
the tiraation I have defcribed.

The final a‘mifficn of claims again(t the ftate,
having on the abolition of tne intencant’:-office, re-
verted to the ¢xecutive beard, the co~.m'{lioners for
the prefervation arnd falc. of confifcated property
pxc(enxed, in the beginnu::g of Apni! latt, an ac-
count of pay and commifficn due for tieir fer-
vices ; which the suditor-g=neral, a‘*ter feveral days
examination, had acjuited and paffed in the follow-
icg terms:

¢« Auditor’s-office, 29:h March, 1786.

« ] have carefully examined ail the accounts
arnd vou. hers of Ciement Hollyday, Nathaniel Ram-
ley, zxd Gabricl Duviil, E-quires, a!:d find chat
there 13 @ balacce Cus to ti-in O two theutan® two
hurdred and twenty-four pnsn s eleven fhiiiiugs
and erght.pince farthing, arifing cue to them is
¢ mmiflioners for the prefervation and fal- ot cen.
fitated property, as per the feregiing accuont,
includiog the coanmiifion of twu andan balf o1 cect
or £.35.757 15 o twice charged; the property
havieg been twice {eld by them, under the orders
of the late inzerdant and others, as appears by tive
memerandem herewith produced,  Butas itisa csfs
whch I dv not confider myfelf ‘ully cemperent to
decide upon, I have not paffed t':e account in fui
exclicit terms as is cfual with zcccurts 2adited in
this office. However, I am of opinicn, ast e com-
miffioners had the trouble of doing the tufivels
twice, without any apparent fault or mificanuge.
ment in the fir inflarce, that they arc erticled to
receive both the commiflrers.

« C. KICEMCND, aud gen.”

Tke cautious marrer in which the auditor (poke
of the conimiffion on the refales, returaily prompted
the board to a deliberate examination of the fub-
jetts in the courfe of which, it was fuggefted by
Mr. ], T. Ctafe, that the late intendant had ob-
3efions to this claim, and having had 2 confidera-
ble part in the tranfactions of the commiffioners,
was well qualified to th-ow light on the queftion of
®ina-agement, upon which the merits of the account
feemed to depent! : he was farther reprefented to be
defirous of a hearing on the fubjet : it was theretore
dgreed to poftpone the decifion until a full inquiry
bield be had. Mr. Duvall, one of the commif-
fioners, and then a member of the ccuncil, readily
acquiefced in this difpofition, requefling only that
a diy might be fixed for the purpofe: repeated
appcintments  were made, which feverally fell
threugh, by the abfence either of Mr. Jeniter, or
of fome of the board. The tommiflioners, weary
atlength cf thefe delays, preflad the council to take
tfiettual meafures for obtaiming the propof.d in-
qeiry ; they received the moit pofitive affurances oi
3 fpeedy iffue to the affuir. The 18k cf July
was appointed, and notice thereof given to Mr. Je-
rifer. It is here .to be obierved, thet Mr. Duvall

avirg in the interim refigned, Mr. Paca was eleéted
%0 the vacant feat, who fic2ing this bofinefs befoie
the board, declared, that-having prejudged the cafe,
be could not, confiftertly with his idea of delicacy
ard propriety, fit in judgment cn it. .Hc was there-
;'e_underﬂoad to have pcfitively declined attending
tieinquiry,

Mcetingy with Mr. Chafe on the day preceding
the propofed difcuffion, I expreffed a defirc that he
“ould give his attendance; he told me, that being
much engaged in the chancery court, he could not
ittend.  As I really felt; fo I will venturé an ap-
Peal 10 that geniieman, that I dilcovered fome
anxiety to have his affittance on this occafion : the
Yergth of time which the affair had been deperding,
the numerous tranfaétions to be inveltigated, and
Gtter circumflances, had cloathed it with a degree
Slimpertance, which rendercd me fulicitous to have

the aflitance of an experienced and able member:
Mr. Chale’s long ftanding at the board, and his
profeflional knowledge, entitled him, with me, to
this digin&ion: I therefore repeated my applica-
ti.n, and propofed to fend for him, if the courcil
fhould be unwilling to a& without bim. He again
declared it was not in his power to attend ; and from

that moment I confidered him, as well at Mr. Paca, -

to have relinquithed the examination of the com-
m:flizners account to the three remaining members

har_l_y on the appointed day, the govertor, the
courcii, and the parties, appeared. It is faid by
bis excelierncy, that previous to the difcuffion, a
gacition Was put, wueiher it fheuld be proceeded
to, o1 delayed until there fhould be a fuller board :
As this 1€t does not reit on my memory, | prefume
my manner of nlaiing it will be excufed; more
etpecially as I am willing o admit it: ccreain I am,
thai ncither tee governor mor auy member defired
to bave the bufinefs poftponed M. Jenifer, be
fire iic appeamc, addreflzd the board in a letter,
the purport of which was, to -emird them of a ra-
folution ot the general affembly, direQi:g that the
accounts of the commifioners fhould be txamincd
and approved by the intendant, previous to thewr
recelving any further commitlion for their (ervices ;
!1: vyil'hed to have the council’s idea, whetier re;
in his prefent capacity, retaired the authority veited
in him by chat refolution. I will be hardy enough
to confefs, that | found myfelt dif: ofcs to treat this
applicaticn wich the conrempe which 1 thougnt due
t0 a giols anu defigning utt-mpt on +he under:iand-
ing of the board., I do wot rec.lin@ thar any an-
fwer wus propoed; if t.ere had, it muft have been
In ianguage o the mott refseéttul, to have cb-
taned iy concuirence.  As [ fhall have occafion
to ‘peis of this einlution in another plate, I fh. 1l
difmss it for the prefen:; only obferving, that at
leat ataut regative wa: given to the queftiun,

Mir Duvall tei-g telo that the bo.rd were ready

ty hear vin, addrctfes them in fucpoit of che charge
of vommifivn on the refales  Mr. [enifer, in his
soplys went for b vond what was fuppofed to b. the
ouj-ct ot the inquiry, arnd yporfued « pian ot crimi-
Ratior fo exterfive, t-at the board regan to find
themici es vesied by him with a jurifdi&tion foreign
10t naru.e of their eftablfhment, and remin ‘ed
him, that 1t was not tnuir prosicee to inveltigate
tnu decide on the cha-a@ers of their fellow-citizenrs
As he i, hcwever, that his oble:varions all
tented to.ofgfi'th the main point, viz mifinanage.
rzent in the cbwmiffiomers, the council acquitfcea in his
muge o inquiy, which of courte lengttened
and chargec™the natare of Mr Duvall’s detence ;
{2 that it was not un ii the fourth day at ncon that
the examiration wa. clofed,

Mr Je.ifer, tetore ne rctited, reminded the
council of nis query refpecing the refolution befere
mentioned ; governed by the opinion I have alreacy
exprefled, I afked him, if he couid -pofivly think
the board fo inconfiderate as to give thcir aitenrion
four days to the inquiry, wi.bicut being fatisfi-¢ that
they were authoriled to decide on the ciaimi : find-
ing-the reft of the board filent, he feemed to think
himfelf anfwered, and dmpped this very charaéleriftic
effort.

As it wanted fomcthing of the ufual time of ad-
journment, and as Mr. Wrigh:, who hac attended
the examiration unier g eat inconveriences, was
anxious to brirg the ~ffair to a conclufion, fome con-
verfation was held. that feemed to lead to an immedi-
ate decifion 3 which colonel Brice obferving, declared
that he wus not perfedtiy prepired .o give his op.ni-
on—In acdition toY his dcubts on the merits of ti.e
claim, he was not Rvilling to determine the affair
until he had feen the refolution mentioned by Mr.
Jenifer —I: was ther#fore agreed to p.ilpone the de-
cifion until the next day, in whicn colonel Brice’s
firft meutioned difficulty was my only motive for
concurring : for thé refolution, in whatever terms it
might be conceived, was outcf the qutftion with me.

1 repaired the next morning to the council room,
without a doubt or my mind that the matter would
be immediatcly determined, and found colonel Brice
and Mr. Wright there; the latter feemed very im.
patient for the governor’s apprarance, and at length
talked of lzaving the place, his family being then
on btoard a vefl=: ready to c:ofs the bay, and waiting
oniy for him. I begged him (o ftay a few minutcs
longer, and wen: myfelf in queft of his excelléncy ;
not mecting with him, | rcturned to the council
rocmi, and found Mr. Wiight’s patience exhaufted—
Colunel Brice, the fenior member, fecing him on
the point of quitting the board, afked if he fhould
put the queflicn on the account.—geing thus hem-
med in bztween the indelicacy of determining a mat-
tér of confequence witheut hearing what the gover-

nor might have to offer,
other hand, of delaying a decifivn wh'en 1re pa‘tics
concerned had every right to demand, I anfweied,
that t withed his excellency to be prefenc at the de-
termination, and fhould theretore be for celerting it
as long as Mr Wright could be prevaiird on to wait,
but that I would not vonfznt to his departere without

and the injuftice. on tte

time, aud at length his excellency appeardd  He
brougat with him the proceedings of the feflion of
1784, among which wa. th. reiolusion refer-ed ro
by Mr. Jenifer, wno had b, mitax. flated it to . ave
been paufled at the latt fedion — i'he refojution was
read, and unanimoufly qeierinined to have becomne
vcid on the exgiratioq o1 .he intenuans « S

t : fice, and
at the fame timz the board receives a | teer from
Mr. Jeoiier, acqu

1 .ialing them, that he was cone
viaced he could derive no author.ty 1n his prerent
capacity from it. The merits of the commiflioners
accoun: were now earneltly dicufld between nis exe
celiency and Mr. Weight; and a wide differe ce wab
foon gifcernable .n their opisions: [he tew o servas
tions whica I dropped in the ¢ urie ot tue devaey
d fcovzred me -9 be inclincc in fa.ourof re ACL0u it s
Calonel B:e a: lewgty gave us v unaertang ¢ ar
he haa not yer made up hus mind on the fujedt; on
which the joveraor recommen ed it o tie board to
poltpone tae cecifion—I thougse :h- propifition a
veiy extraordinary oue, and |t fizd no ditp fition
to come ints it 1 was il lefs incitned to ‘t, shen
b neard colenei B ice asclare. toaz as Mi. Weigie
and 1 fecmea 0 o: tutished of tae jud e ot the
ciaim, ke thoughe furches delay unre efery, und oid
not defi-e it. He went on the principle that ‘he
quettion mutt of pocedliy Se de erm ed by the :hree
membe:s wio had att - ded ti.e exem.nation 3 wrich
being the caie, (ne determinst.un muit fill baye beea
the fame, uolels a chaugce cou.d in the interim be
cffeled in .ur opieicus, whicr, corudering the de-
liozrate marner i which the ‘nqLiy nad een cone
ducted was an cveat haruiy o oc ex ected.  The
govainor, however, pesfile. fo ew n.tily in his pro-
pufal, that to avuid aliagiceable altervatio , [ figni-
fied my conient to poiipone the d:c:ficn piovia.d
Mr. Wrigot would engage te reiuie withun a few
days for the purpote of finilhing is: his coaceiion,
however, was far irom reaching :he pairt, for Mr.
Wiignt deciared that his sffiis w uld not poiibly
per. it him to attend before the 12tn of the nexc
menth.  His cxcellency now expottula ed with Mr.
Wright, in terms, which however jutifi ble 1n ge-
nerai, were deemed by thas gendiaa. fevere and
unfcatona le, in the circumitances ne was then un-
der—te his excellency’s poirtad remontirances, Mr.
Wroght flill cbjected hic uiier iuubility o return
to Annapulis wichin a reafinable 'm.—f:eing then
not the fhaacw of a reaf n t.1 puitng off the deci-
ficn a whcle mooth, arc findiag no profpect of an
accommodaion, I no longer tacught of acquiefcing
in a aelay injurious to the partizs ¢ n.e.ncd, and
for whichale cculd have offered no excure but an une
due fubmiffion to the goveruor’s picaiure.

His excellency, at leogth, pur the qaeltion,
Whether the acc..unt fhould be tien d=cide. or, 2
To which Nir. Wright and I replied in the affi:ma-
tive, and coionel Brice in the rejative—rthis was
what 1 had by no mean. expefied, ac he uad repiate
ecly fuid it was not his cedlie to Lave the marter
poltponed—he did not even then retract :nis declara-
tion, althouyh Mr. Wrigne off.red yzt to pottyone
the decifion, 1f colanel Brice wouid exprefs himfelf
really defirous of it—ne wouid not do thid but 1xid,
that ror want of fatisfu&ion on lcme peints, he muft
vote againil ti.e account, it it was put to its pal.ge,
His excellency now atked or vith-aoiding the quef-,
tion, unlels colonel Brice would explicitly declare
for putting it —Upcn which Mr. Wrigit and [ afl-
ferted our privilege 3 cailed for the queftion, aud
pailed the account. )

ris exceliency had d=clared that he thou!d be un-
der the uecadity  @f diflcuting to the de.ermination,
ir the account wasWutlzd—-is diffen: was a few days
after preduced, and as that part ot it waich contains
his exceil:ncy’s ubjeétions to the ac:zunt has been
given to the public by Mr. Jen:fer, it becomes only
neceflary for me to puolith (und fave thac gentieman
the trouble of circuiaiing) tie remaiader; which is
as follows : . " A e

¢ And laflly, Becaale there were only three
mzmbers of :iy council at the board; onc of whem,
declared )_h;;‘ne had not made up his opini .n on
the quzfiofRalthough he faid that he did not with
it {hould bgtwnvc on his accoant: Notwithttand-
ing which, the queltion was infiited on and car-
ricd, althoug'..the propriety of w ving it for a
few days was by me repeatedly and in vain urged,

(Signec) W. SMALLWQOOD.”

finithing the bufiiefs—h: aga.n agreed o fta, a lhorg
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