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To'the DELE,GATE

WK S_your condu@ and charaller in public

; 'ﬁ‘é lie. his become the po&nc of a literary

A % difcuffion, Bugenius, the friend of his

‘el country, woald willingly h{n, fome

account from the Delegate himfelf of

an aponymous pablication ud'lctter taken from the

Newport Mercury, and republifhed in the Miryland

Gazette or Baltimore Advertifer of June 27, 1783.

A fhort ftate of falts may not be unneceflary to elu-
cidate this affair. ; .

On the 4th of March 1783, permiffion was given
by the governor and coancil to Henry Geddis to
pafs under the fan&tion of a flag of truce to New-
York, with a cargo of floar and corn for the afe of
the Maryland line, and to return again ; a_lcttet ac-
companied this flag addreffed to admxnl.Dlgby. ex-
prefiirg a tender feeling for the fufferings of our
prifoners, and foliciting the liberty of difpofing of
the cargo to their ufe, and Robert Alexander
was defired to fell the carga, pay the contents into
the hands of Mr, Luke Wheelef. who was ac-
qeainted with the will of the council as to the things
e was to purchafe and diftribate’ among the pri-
foners; the flag failed and was boarded the 17th of
March 1783, by a refugee barge off Little Egg Har-
boar, and on examining the papers the flag was
fuffered to pafs, on the fame day alfo s Rhode-
lland privateer boarded and fent her as a prize to
Rhode-Idand. In confequence of this capture, the
follghing anonymous piece was pablithed id the
Nepport Mercury.

From the Newuvpert Mercury.

Arnapolis, (Marsland) March 27.

THE difireffes of the American prifmers at Neww-
York, bave for feveral sears claimed the attention of
congrels, and the legiflctures of the feveral flates.  Num-
bers of thefe arfortunate people perifbed, and maxy awere
cimpelled; by the extremity of their fuffirings, from
banger, rakednefs, and lifc':ﬁ, fa exter into the fervice
{ the exemy. It wwas mot'in the power of congrefs t0
iberate them from their captivity, or alleviate their
wents. The calamity for the laft for years avas chiefly
cafined to thefe’ of owr citizens, nwho avere captured cn
beerd of cur merchamt weffels 5 a brave ond moft afiful
Jo of men' It being ' reprefented to our goverser and
caxil, that a wmumber of maval prifonsrs belonging te this
Sate (many of them the fons and Eretbers of gentlemen of
rpelable charaBers, fortuxt, and i:fmm) avere f'f-
JSrring all the berrirs of captivity; en board the prifon
Bbip at New-York, théy refelved to find, under fanion
of flags-of trace, a fuall guantity of corn and flosr 1o
that place for fale, to relieve their diffreffes. "It apas
yrrvieafly”knousn, that the emermy wonld receive flags
<ith thefe articler.  On the v2th of this minth, a fuck'
bay fioop, awith ome bwnared barre’s of flexr, and ‘about
tigkt bexred bufbels of cors, awas Jint from this port
withs flag, 19 admiral Dighy; and, om the 17thy off
Ltk Egg. Harbour, foe avas boarded under Brififh
cotlears, - '&f#ﬁaﬂ Jebooner of fix guns belpnging to
Newpert, inthel fate ¢f Rbode. Ifland,’ ime. O}r"vrr_ R'ld?.
awnander; B0 after taking sut the mate ard-four'
Jails; andfeveral ertichs, belosging to the flag (lraving

.

ay captain Geddir, themafler, ox board) fixt bér ui ;-».l""l’ .

trize 8 Rbede-lfland, “iender pretence that this
Rt S rading suith the chrmy’’ ’
boarded by &' Brifipp large, ber'papers

8§ DAY, SepTEMBER 28,
008500308000

w3, ek

Asa co_mmehi.oﬁ, and by way of :;(;!'vet'i;!. tll*t
anonymous publication, the annexed letrer way
publithed with the above. picce from Maryland, with
this preface, . B -
The follmving letter, avithous

b, wwill fuff-
Boutly Jives that the fagy vemer riis el [afh

Slags referred to, avere spon a
L4 plan, and that the gnﬁ{ annexed thereto );nrri
the ) indutement, and met that bumane principle of
Supplying poor prifaners, avbich the asenymons axtbor
of the picce above wwazld wifb the averld te belicve
bim poffffid of.
Arzapolis, March 4, 1783,

Dear Sir, 3 .

1 EXPECYT captain Geddis xill JSail this day in

a fag for your city. He awill be addreffed to Mr, A.

whe awill pay 1be fales (after deduBling the nfual commif-

Sions and expences) 10 you, and you awill theresat advance
20 the prifancrs about tove bundred pounds (or in the pro.

portion of ene bundred barrels of floxr, and fix bundred
and cighty-three bufboels of corn, te fx bundred asd eighty-

Jeven pound; ten fillings, for tawo bundred ond fifty bar-
rels of flour, and three bundred bufels of corn) @zd make

Juch ufe of the r(/l')u. afler adwancing to captain Geddis
asd paying the awagesto bis mate axd bands, as Jou

peafe. Caprain Bell lipt this place yefierday to go to
Wye River, to take in thirteen baadred and fifty bujbels
of corn, axd I expe® ke avill fail befire mext Sunday.

You will make advances to the prifoners cat of bis fales

(abont two bundred axd forty pounds) as above.” We

Saster oxrfetves that captain Geddis's cargo will lave
betnveen eight or nine bundred pounds in your bands, axd

captain Bell’s carge about eleven bundred pexnds, after

diduions.  Aristhar flag will follow in about tex days.

Captain Geddis’s flasp is chartered at oxe bundred poxnds

Sor the trip, axd eight lay days at New York, and Sor
demarrage ten fbillings per day, and if feived, ber valis

(¢ftimated at" five bandred pexnds) is to be paid. C.

tain Bell's febooner is chartered at one Soilliag per ton

per day (or twe. pousds ten fhillings) and ber value to
be paid, if captured  Undir the prefent prefpesi y‘

peace, there is no article conld be fent 10 rift cither of the

vefils or ther cargoes. Tobacco is the miff profitable,

but om peace jt 'wxé et bear an bigher price with you

than with us, As corn aloeme is allewied by the fate,

and exprefid in the flag, sothing olft ir put in. Unlefs

Jox are cerfirim from autbentic i’y'omtio:y' the coxtinua-
tion of the war, it nwill nct be advifeable to find any
thing back in cither of the flags, bar in wo cafe (I con-
ceive) in Bells, or the third
bigh walue. If the avar [beuld continus, axd you deter-

mine to venture any goods, captain Geddids wozld
be mo great rifk, andif you wait for intelligence from

England, sou can detain kim, as be will lay at fo fmall

an expence. I cawmot bt think if you: refikve to find
geods, wbich can only be proper on a certainty of avar,
Jox cam procu~e fit weffels at a far lefs {n‘a thax avbat
muft be paid for Bel's feboozer, or the third flag, if axy
accident fbox!d bapp If this opizion fbosld meet your
approbation, and yes determine mat:to rift the wefféls on
cur account, yow will give. particular charge to the (?«
tains in auritingy,. mot- to-aks axy thing ok beard but
awbat . is. [pecified .in -their permit; Yum canwot be tos
cauticus om ttis.bead, or they <will rift a viffél <vorth
three or four thonfand poxnds for oxe bundred ponds of
Af aoe rift 1he weffel, thy eaptuin might put in

vern- ventares for bimfelf, but % o ether cofe. If pease
Rvith the r#'mj:" On 1be_fame ﬁ:’q" Sooxld bappily take: place, it awonld be very advifeable to

procure (if 1o be accomplifbed) two geod fbips of abext.

the foogp - ewas
zilﬁcg'z}a""&aéfqih‘,'i and permifted to profecusé ber four bundred bogfbeads; exe for Bell, axd the other for

bk o L LN T
Jberewarxo_cifer. carga.c

S ‘.17!‘\6"€‘ 2 of -aur, prifomers;’ asd nrc y. provifions
f*&mﬁ'ad-uv{&rpnp;qix@tf’;a]ﬁﬂl .

ktters frem bis excelliney vur gooverwor s admiral Dig
atde g:lldldn Th m-n‘r% Jell the cargoy . aid ‘gro-'!
o codibisk ard xecoffumves for cay prifeners. TBE vy -
’(f the fléy aivites,’ v 154 ebé'commasder a/‘lbcf privug':
o Aor fircte). prapofed., p- the.xexs -day . after [eixing thé
s ﬁx“!hgwt&%??!ﬁvs 288 Boach Jferd
lioed oithin, feve-oe; fox miles-of . the main lazd It
‘w’y“"b"! l’{f g ~'~f'.é’ewww'r'“l‘
Yromaincat by refiuges bargay:tban by a Oofftl of a fifi b
Jatey wedvr 4 commiffivd: frim ‘comgrefs. It is <vell?
el

Rt of comgrefi; and 3t it confidently afirted, tbat
o bave aﬂ'f:qu'/)W'h {NearnYork, for their
e Thé wiews pajers acquaint-ws, that bis pxeels
‘o Frefae - Dickinfon s iuforméd - the 4imbly tf Pinn¥
Hggria; 1kak 'a; ww “biri, 3 fro dueik &g,
;’”’ﬂ‘?’; 1be nav af prifonsrs o{ {Z’a& fatd in 2
", bed beed ‘pecrinee Jthire. i If

i*dtpengent ¢
','/'/" it quil,
Wlhewrigy

ablic: patiextly - fubmits 10. 1his ﬁ@raq%f ;
& /<N3db reseased.  *° | ublic bfnaxr«

‘o Geddis.

at. na inbabitants .

A fatts bavs frequently
SRt beor SrreD).

tbis fovereign dnd)’

Yen awill re what direisns you give, in
cafe yox fend axy gosds. No ballaft fa goed as grindfiencs.
Oxr and coxxcil permitted captain.Cox, te load
bis flag\with eern, and if the war continues, axd adw.
D}gz woald grant bis paffpert for goods; 1 imagins there
be marift from Britybcruifers, and there wwill be
wery livtle fear of feixare by owrsy or after arvival bere.
Goads waill ne japify axy rify ealf the swar foald cr.
tainly continng " French goods neay fill in Baltimere xns:
der cofty iand Britifl goods can be purchafed nwith cafp as
cbeap ay with yei. The firf is swing 14 their. isferierity
in.gualityy ard the lafi tv the 1y ¥4s axe cj&oﬁ in-
credibly fearcity of cafb.” [ amconvineed Bﬁnﬁg&
will net’ fell Jocbeup fix monthy afidr peate 5t i
as as; prifnta ‘No_tebaccs lam be purchajed of the
plaaterss sbty ars vus of debty wast feew nicifariéd) axd
are tosfident ‘of Spence ; bur fome pia
prefent
4 1 wifp: you' wooald-endeawinr to'procure: thelitters by.
15w brigs Ravgers and Speedoelly te. Wallaty
asd 5 and>en
ceming bers; be requefardiv fatwar of gin, { wify
«wpuld procure for exty’ itheut regard’ to pricey Black
Slone’s’ Reportd, "4 wilt. Burrew's 'Rr)cr_h. 415 and §rb
it end a fews papers (or widds'if to be got) of Dr,

r gy

alfo. fox asverrifis Ur. Jibifon's sourkt of the g:.’,/l% poctss
i
be’

18y Secanfe of their very

., at their own

o,

fﬂg’wb , ‘futhe
Sifene; Be groearcd of miere ¢§l:,""¢ll:j
e 'q*tz;ﬁi:/hdt,’-‘d " as loxd as taviity fillings
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Tned's gekeine footr podiders: 1 perceive Mr. Ridings
60 walr. it thris illings axd fir-pencs cach3 if you can

YO8 may procaré . gnother for the
ﬁaié and ¢very ather bap-

— 84M. CHACE.
Mr. Whooler. o

If this lettér be gennide, and to my koowledge its
authenticity has never been

denied, though publifh-

- edin the Maryland Gazette or Baltimore Adver-

tifer, was a plan laid by the -fubfcriber of it to carry
on a trade with the enesiy at New.York during the
war, and in contradiQion 1o a pofitive a& of afiem.
bly. Oat of:the fupplies fent 2he council to the
confined efficers,- who at that tinfe{ v ere fuffering all
the rigours ofarglopmy_prifon dod pinching poverty,
were two thoufand. poands to have been converted
to the purpofes, of trede and will of the perfon
to whom the letter was addrefled ; it will remain
with the fubfcriber to the letter to reconcile the con-
tents with the cont:a& entered into by Mr. Chafe
and the council of Margland; which Eogenius ur.
detllands is to be pablithed in the: Maryland Ga-
zette of this day. If the contra® has not been com-
plied with, honour and integrity will hardly acquit
the writer of the letter, unlefs, among the novelties
of the day, an opinion thould be urged, that a man
may a& dithonourably. on virtuoas principles..

EUGENIUS,

Mr. Green, . b
HAVING feen the copy of a letter faid to be
wrote by Mr. Chafe, in March 1783, to his cor-

ap- refpondent in New-York, which létter refers to flags,

granted by the then governor and council, and on
which letter a writer obferves, ¢ shar ; were
granted n & trading plan, axd net on the bumarne prine.
ciple of fupplying poor prifoners,” | requeit you to
publifh the following contra&s of the faid governor
and council with Meffeurs Ch&% Dorfey, and Co.’
and their letters to admiral Digby and Mr. Robert
Alexander on that fubje&®, whi %l, I traft, will thew
that the imputation of the faid writer is an IMPU-
DENT FALSINOOD, !

Your humble fervant,

: A. B.
Annapolis, September 25, 1786, -

In COUNCIL; 21f Jaguary 178;.
Prefent, His Excellency William Paca, Efquire,
Benjamin Stoddere,

Gab:iel Duvali,
Jeremiah T. Chafe,
James Brice,
John H. Stone.
Mémorandun of an agreement made this 218 days,
of January, one thoufand feven hondred and cightys,

The honourable

three, Between the governor and council of the ftate -
of Marylaad, asd Dorfey, Wheeler, and company,.
which faid company cobfifls ‘of John Doatfey,, Thos.
mas Dorley, Samuel Chafe, and Lyke Wheeler,
WHERBAS it is reprefented to the governdr
and council, that there are about one hundred and °
fifty citizens of this flate prifoners in New-York, .
:foffering exueme poverty, and diftrefs from . their
confinement and cag&ijiq. .apd the faid governor.
-and council being difpofed” to' relicve them as far.-
a3 pofiible from their prefent diftreffes and fufferings, .
t is therefore covenamted and’ agreed, .that pez->
,miffion and flag or flags be given to the faid Dorfey,
Wheeler, and company, to -export to New-York
four hundred and fifty barrels of flour, and the faid
Dorfej §nd company covepant and agree tq purchdfe
expence, gnd fhip for New-York, the
.faid four; handred ‘and fifty ‘barrels of floar, and on
.arrival of their veffe] at New-York to apply for pec-
miffion to fell 'and dilpofe: of the'fame, 'nd" vith'che
moniés arifing from the fale}' ‘o cloath Yhe faid pri-"
foners 'as ‘comfortably” 2s'an 'sdvaice ‘in éloathing -
ito-eachi. of them to the'amount' of three ‘pounds five |

- fhillings fpecie, will ensble ‘them to db it by‘;l:'phi-.:
‘chafethere- of cloaths; ' and they farther covenant,
thatif the money expended- for- fuch cloaths'to fuch *
amount to each prifoner a3 aforefaid, belonging as °
aforefaid’ ta”this flare, 'Tiall fall Thort of the fom of
feur hondred ngdgfﬁty'-f_ev,eh éJ:tmmh ten ‘thillings, *
that the balance hall-beimmedidtely paid int the
bands of the governor - and council dn retarn of the
faid: flag,'or “within foch'sime  as the Hag ‘might rea
tarn back to the port of Annapolis ; pod they fors’
ther'covenant to: také sl} f ¥ meafares to’ pfocare.
an. exchange of the' faid “prifoners, “or & releale 6n '
parole; and that. they will trenfport to this Rats All"
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