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to expofe errors in the calculation, but admitting that
Baltimore-town alone pays one hatf, this is no argument
for making it the feat of government ; it perbaps might,
on that account, be:entitled to a greater gumber of
reprefentatives.  Thus is no reafdn, wherefore, Balti
more town fhould govern the ftate, 1 think no man
of reflection can expe&, in a great town, that the de-
liberations of the legiflature can be perfely free, with
out hxvm; an army -to prote& . it,; ~Let us fuppule a
matter agitated in the affembly which roufes the paf-
fions of amob; and about which po c*&oun
have been excited, Let us fuppote fd€h a.cafeNs the
late reiigious bill; can any man fuppole the houle of
delrgates, at Baltimore-town, couid, on fuch an oc
cafion, have been at liberty to decide, contrary to the
opinion out of doors, Bpt in fuch'a place as Balti
more-town, the contequence and power of the fenate,
confilting on'y of fifteen members, and thofe not the
immediate reprefentatives of the pesple, obnoxicus on
account of tuperior wealth, and perhaps obnoxious

gituiizn requires a piace to be fixsd, and the legitlature ~too~—even for {uperior tilents and ‘virtue; the con-

has ouerineiefs paffed aéts at a place not fixed, ‘the
tides were bound to receive thole alts as laws. .’he
gt d:terniination would certainly be erroncous, He-

caufe it wouid render void and of no effeét, a part of
(he declaration which fpeaks the woft clear, explicit,

and fenfible janguage. Ire laft determination woud

be mgpifcitly aganit the f.art of the conftituticn,

thro;our the whnole ot whiclh this ;.rmc}p:c is ‘d.x_l.
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their power, ‘o the judges i adoted the gu';.u_n_auﬂlu

of our rights and liberties, ."m\§ may Hca.vgr\ infpire the |
men appointed to this pacred truth, with ftrength ot

dikcernment, firmnels of mind and el:vu‘mn o! fou |

Maj they never defiend to te the tafe teo's of !::éhon.
or the hire:ings of a party ! And may grand juries at
length Le brouglhit o a thovoush undsritanding of their

own duties and importince ! e

The true implied determination of the juiges muft.
upon the wioie, appear to te, that the d:g:lernnon of
nghts, and tne form cf gZovernment, t;\k:i':c?;e::‘c‘r,
have appointed Anna.olls tor the place of 1 liing the
general ffcnbly.  This to me appears piain and Ui-
controvaruible ; how ver, withonat pngtemh.ng to be in-
falnbie, | cannmct te vittaken in this poiet, v}’_'etorc
the legulsture, by a fingie oft, canappant Baitimore
for the plate of its meeting, ‘the cpinion ot the |ud,;‘:_
cught to b takea on tue ¢ points; whether Annapols
be not aitewdy appomnted by tue conftitution; and
whether any 26t ofa fi gie affemnly, contrary to the
eonftitution, can ke received as a law. On another
pointat is unneceflary to appeal t L eheir, orto any other
opinion, W .otve t kes the Lis of alieglance, and
afterwards inteoticmaily violates the conftitation, is
perju ed and torefworn, ;

Having endeavoured to fhew, that the government
carn t be remcved by zn aét of tie prefent affemnly,
witiiout the corcurrence ot the fucceeding affembly,
Iproceed to confiler the arguments adduced for re-
moving the goveinment trom Annapolis to Baitimore-
town, .

In the firft place it is faid, that at Balrimore the
menbers of the afl-mbly may tranfaét their private
Sufinefs whillt they ars managing the affairs of govern.
ment. Tuis confideration is prefled home to their
fechngs; but furely their conftituemts cannot be vene-
fired by having their attention drawn from tie pu:lic
buinets, Would any p.u‘en thinking man, employ
for the minagement of a bufinels which required the
utmol diiigence and atiention,. a perfon, who at the
fame timne, is carrying on a bufirefs much wmore in-.

terefting to him than that of his employer ? T atk: ow &7 manners to

kedge, that, in general, the private bufinefs ot tie
membders might (oom be difpatched, but thel ftaunch
friends at elections wnuld expect their littie a to be
managed likewife. Indeed, it is not improlable, that
our reprefentatives might folicit ag-ncies and com-
miffions.  Can any wan then, ferioufly confider this
frft argument as diétated by a love of country ? The
man who prefers a fmall matter of private vonvenience,
t0 a great matter of public good, and the iman who can
be {wayed by fuch an argument as this, or who can
ufe it, for the purpofe of influencing an:ther, is noty
1 conceive, in the flighteft degree, entitled to the con-
fidence of his countrymen,

But the declaration of rights dire&s a place to be

ed, moft convenient for tge mewmbers. The mean-
iag of this, my friends, is not t a place fhall be
pitcked upon the moft cenvenient fOr them, in their pri.
vate capacities. It means, a place the moft ceqtral, 2
place moft convenient for them in their public cha
ralters, as members ; no other confiru&ion could ever
enter into the head of a ratisnal man of patriotic prin.
ciples, Eet us themr examine which place is betrer
adapted for conduling poolic affairs: in Baltimors,
the members would be occupied by private bufinefs ;
in Annapolis, they can have little buﬁngft except that
of the public. I will not hazard the indignation of the
former fo far as to affert, that it could not, with all its
numerous buildings, afford proper accommocdations;
tut I can fafely fay, tnat in Annapolis, the members
of the legiflature may always procure, at a reafonable
rate, even elegant fare, comfostadble lodging, and quiet
apartments, remote from all that noife snd buttle of
bufinefs  which i altogether inconfiftent with calm
thought and fober deliberation. The inhabitants of
Baltimore.town muft excuf: me, whenl oplg& to its
fituation with refpe€t to hea'th; befides, itis fubje
to perpetual alarms from veflels bringing, or fup ofed
to briag, contagion from abroad. p thele refpelts
Anpnayolis has the advantage of almbfwyery town on
the continent, =

Again, it hagteen {aid, that Baltimare county pays
ane third part of the . pubdlic tax, t is not woith wiile:

fequence and power of this branch of the legiflature,
fo neceflary to moderate, at tines, the intemperate
zeai, and to corielt the hafty proceedings, of the other,
would be totally annihilated, In a littie timne, no man
of worth and importan-e would, at Baltimore-town,
accept a feat in the fenatv, Thefe are nor idle fears,
or arttul tuggeftions, 1 {pcak the language ot truth;
common fenle, and unerring experitnce. The con-
grels, no.withitanding its doors were fhut, at length
deewed it neceflary, for tie purpofe ot free delitera-
tion, to quit Puiladeiphia j it hid experiences, likewife,
tce mifchiets reluiting trom the perpetual intriguss and
cabals ct a capital town, 1f congrefs, conducting the
affairs only of the union, having nothing to do with the
internal government of Penniyivania, and kesping, ai
far as it could, its deliberations fecret trom th= world,
tound it exvedicnt toremove from Phitadelphia, for
the realons 1 have tuggeted, furey, a vody of men
whole deliberatiqis arc pubiic, caunot expe&t a freedom
of debate in a_ggc town, cn matte:s intereiting to its
inha:itants. 1 have me.tioned the cafe of cengrefs,
as recent, it iking, and familiar, many other cafes
might be produced to the fame purpole, | will fay no-
thin . of London or Dunlin—in our fifter and neigh-
bouring ftate of Pennfyivania, a vait number of 1ts
citizzns ire €ager to ramove the guvernment rrom their
great conmeraial town, in 3outn-Caro.tna, a fimilar
meature 1 the 1ubjzct of dehiveration,  What 1s it that
irflusnces the people in thicte itates? ‘They have had
experiente of the miltiners againit which ['am en ea-
vouring to gu rd you, my sencw itizens, Itis your
duty to piofit tro:n the wie regu atas, a. d from the
errors ©f every othier zov:irnmert, h in the old 2nd
new word, lam tar from confidering tue removal
to Baltimoire, as an event which the ordinary courfe of
affairs will Jnevitaby unng about. It you are wilr,
it can nsver happen. Tae infu-n.e of yreat and
wealthy citics, 1t 1s trus, bzs g-ncraiiy created them
capitals ; but i. remains to bs thewn, that the trus
happinets of ticir ttate has been theseby promoted.
The objectio. s againit Baitinore will peip-tually in-
create, it ke fame objsétions could ve uried againit
Aanapolis, L would initsntiy give my voice for aremoval
tojome piace, where your rep elzntutive. mlght qulttl]
deliverate, wheie the goos of the ftatz might be
equally confuited, and where the infiuence of a part
might not prevaii againtt all the reft,

‘1 he moit fpecivus reatons in faveur of a removal
to Baitinmore, iemain to be ex.mied, We are told,
that the leg:lature will never unleritand comme.cs,
unlefs it removes for inttruction to a great commercial
town. Iapprehend, th-t wieaever the legiflature is
employed in the regulation of commerce, 1t wou'd he
infinitely bstter to tummon to its bar thole fame en.
lightened merchants, than to give trem fuch an ai-
cendmncy, as would hear down every other cider in
the com wunity. Again we are told, that 23 all power,
weaith and grandeur, is to be denived to ate trom
commer:e, 1t is inumbdent ou us to do every thiag for
the encouragement ¢f ouf fuft commercial town.
With fubmitficn. I conceive regularity and finplicity
be ot the greatelt confrqu:nce o every
comme=rcialtéwn® i the confequ.nge pt repiovi ~.thc
government 1o Baltimores town, weouid be to pelr into
it a tide of weaith, to increafe the number ot inhabi-
tants, and to promote the concousfe of ftran ers, it
would likewile be to inteft every clafs of men with a
baneful taite for luxury cnd ditipftion. eJ'hete vices
in Baltimore town,. with refpect to magn¥ude, \yould
bear fuch propo:tizn to the fame vices at Anpapolis, as
the number of perions i the former bears to the num-
ber of inhabitsnis 1 the latter. Baitimore not being
jet the f2at of government, docs not, ina great de-
gree, influsnce by its examp ¢ the reft of the flate’y but
once create (it the capital, and tie coutagion of its evil
example w foon reach the remotef corner. To
¢he friends of buman kind, to the lovers of virtus, t3
the real, and not pretended, advocates for religion, thcfe
confiderations wiil appear of infnite weight.

1 comé now to mention (ome thin.s in faveur of the
poor devoted city of Annajulis, which, to mean grovel-
ling fouls, will not perhaps have the waight of a feather.
By taking from it almoft the only fuppost it ever bad,
it will inevitab.y tumble to ths dutt, and the fate of
many meritorious citizens will be lnyolved in its ruin,
If the general good of the community requites a re.
moval of the government, the interstts of a few hx;_n-
dreds of cit.zens ought not to prevent it. I wou:d,
in fuch a cafe, conteinplate with a filent grief, the de-
ftruétion of this beloved city. But it would be dif.
ficult to fuppoie a cate ip vyhlch it could confift with
the intereft, policy, or juftice of the ftatgy to adopt a
meature fatal to fo many innocent, u ding, me-
ritorious perions. By the progofed meafure, 1 have
endeavoursd to demonftrate, that the fhate will fultain
a decp and lafting injury, _indcpgndent of the damage
it would fuftsin by the ruin of its prefent capital. [t
imwith extrems relu@ance Iremark, that too many
a?war to feel a maiignant pleafure in the prolpeét
of fuch an'event, 1am viell apprized of the bLatred in
which Annapolis was held by almoft every other part
of the ftate under the tormer goverament; this was
occafioned by the overweeaing intelen e o a.l_'ew power.
ful wea; tie cfclt reimin, notwithftanding.the re<
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mbdval of the caufe, but if the caufe did 'Rill exift
wouid be childifh to a& on fuch a contra&ted pernicio
principle,~ -~ S

In the folloiing pofition'T certainly cannot incur the
danger of a-contratiétion; fhoud "a tew individuals
of -overgrown - wealth, foiicit the aflembly to gra.ify
them in a2 matter of no. confequence ‘o their bappines,
but greatly to the injdry ot a confideraole number of
men, equally de crving, t\hey oaghe. at lé.ft for once,
to meet wi:h,é‘ ntonat, | know it to.be na-
tural for Qeny who: b{ge fldenly, and in an unpre-
¢edented fort « manfier, atfMged fupeiior wealth
in a republican government, to afphe to the firtt ho=
nours in the Rate;" and if they can brbg government
to the place of their refidence; tiey may Prohan.) ex-

pe&t little difficulty in the attainment of tnée Em\;‘&N
9 N

‘They do not perhaps-refl &, that it Baitimore
be the feat of governmfcnt; immediately wiil repaic’

thither, m:n, whofe competition in publc and 1n pria

_vate, will be equ.lly idjurious to their views. Onan
occatiop like this, 1 bef.ech themgto patdon th.s re-
mark, which, ill-~atured agit May W th y may
confider as a {ai0¢ary hint, and §&ul adinoRition, g

But what publi€ reafons do thele men off<r ? 1 have
examined ths moft plautiole of their argumen.s; 1 have
done it with decency and candour, and [ challenge
thein to anfwer me in the fume manner, I hey will
prefent the ftate with lots of ground, they will turn.th—
houtes for the prefent, and fublcrive liveraily for the »
ereé}slx-n of public buiidings. This is what has been”
report®d, fromn what authority | kaow wot; but can
thele offers induie a legiflature to quit, anain effeé®
to lofz, the beft pubiic” buildings in America. st
confittent with the dignity of a free peopie, buarely to
reccive {uch propofa:s? [f the removal oi the govern-
msnt be a wife, public, a:d jult meature, it thould ' e
adopted without {uch confilerations, and tue legilature
fh.uld d.(sain to enter into a treaty with Bawuncre,
or any otuer iown, for the faie of a perpetuity in ths
{iat ot government.

On generous and noble minds, .the fo'lowing cona
fi ‘eratiors cannot 1ail to mak= an impreifion—

in {pite ot prejudice and detraétion, AnnXpoiis is, and
ever has been, the {eat of elegance, propr.@y, in.! re-
fineinent ot manners. Harmeny and iriendthip, tor
the molt part, prevail amongit its citiz ns. It 1s bere
that examples of benevuence a:d patiiotifin  are
fiewn ; no 1udemobs have ever difturiea the delivea
rativns <t any pubiic bod, under the p efent gove:ne
m-nt, and tlie mo. eration with which th y behave o
this trying cccafio , afforcs a ftiong pielumption, th.t
in this place there may aiways ve a peifet ireedo  of
debate. it was here that the late oppotitien to Gi:ata
Britain fift began in the fouthern (tates, 2nd the ex-
ample exhibited by this little city, contr.hutec crcatly
to k:nd e the flime tar and wide, an . to confirm and
re aflure its wavering fiiends; tnefe things wui hiitory
record, This city 1» known anit heid in high reipeét
by our allirs. To the legiflature, aud to tue ttate at
large, it wili reflzét a laifing difgrace, it, without wore
powerful reatons than kave yct bedn fuggel® , a aw
thouid be pafled, the <oni-quenc® @& w.igh,,in lele
than half a century, wiil 1eauce this towa to 3 ieap of
ruias.

Annapol's,
Jan, 14, 1786,

ARISTIDES.

PHILADELPHI A January6.
Extral of a letter, dated Frank and Stp:ember 3.
¢ k bave aif> our fhare ot .uite, .nd ocme-
thing like conte..tion in this quart r, which ag
times may give unezfinets to indivi .ais; nura g
has powerful influence to fet on foct fies inquiy  -ud
to brirg avout furprifing advainces in politicai k owe
ledge. This wiil be tound ufctul in forming the man.
peis of a people ; and | am no. without hopes tnat t'¢
next generation in Frankland will vie with Athens it.
felf. r( _
¢« You cannot coriceive how little the ex ive late-
ly made themfelves: The. muft yet biufhgfhgfecret tor .
their inconfiltency and want ot fo efignt; however we
ought to rejoice at it, for it anfivers our purpoies exe
ce=dingly.

o § chgnlgl fee 2 defet in your Kentucky proceed-
ings. It is a dangerous expedient t. attemot to cone
travene the aét of Congrefs of April 23, 1784 ; € peci-
ally in aiming at unreajonahle terrirory, It 1 oo fona
for to be copying atter the lord:y fyirit of the anoent
fteck. Perhaps it was for want of do-uments \n. proe
per information. 1 at times couiclude, Frank .no will
rife (uperior to you yet; fhe has not fuch a wei ht to
fiuggle with as you have, and her fitustin an: geniug
wiil ue grearly tavourable to liberty an i fcien ¢ ™

Extraf of a lester jram Paris, dated O&o'er 28,

« The'king, witling to en.ouiage men ot fearming to
become more ufetu, propofis to appropriate 300.000
livies te reward ticir talents, and employ t in dif-
coveries, and n effential literary works mor&frequent=
ly. This attention on the part of his m2j2f#¥, cemnen.
I{rztu how much he has at heart the progreis ot arte’
and talents. Under Mr. Neckar only the fum o
165 oce livres was employed for this pur.ofe: Mr, Le
Noir is the inftigator of th s beneficence, tonzceflary for
tive homour of the kingdom.™ ‘
N, We S

To he rented, or leafed for three years,
VALUABLE F ARM, on the noith fide of Se-
vern river, with a genteei houfe thereon, and all,

convenient out houtes, &c. P-fleffion wili be ziven
between this and Chrittmas. Application to be made

to Richard Burland ix Bajtigo Witilam™ Gold«
fmith ih” Annapolis. [ N tf )

TOLEN from afarm belonging to colone! Ed-
ward Lloyd, on Wjye river, TFalbot county, the
oth of November laft, a bright bay' M AR E, about
thirteen hands high, branded cn the near buttock E L,
trots and gallops, and very lively, ahout feven years
old. Twenty pounds will be paid ‘convnéhcp ot the
thief, and a reward of three poumd®will e given for
taking up an1 fecuripg the mare fo that the owner may

L ~ain, ‘b w
e 74 RICHARD GRASGN,




