Br tus HOUSE or DELEGATES,
December 8, 17835,

MAY 1T PLEASE YOUR HONOU®SS,
TH!S houfe have heard counfel at its bar on th.c
memonal ot Mr. Harford, late proprietary of this
Ratz, in whicl he folicits a compenfation or retriba-
tion frem this government for his confifcated pro-
perty.  We eterm the cafe of Mr. Harford very im-
poriant, and of fuch a nawre as to rcaane the
snited wifdom of both bracches of the leg:flature to
decide properly thereon, and do therefore propofc a
conference with yoar honours on the fubje&t matter
of the faid memorial. Should the fenate accede to
the propofed conference, we will nominate fome of
cur members to meet fuch of your hoofe as you may
pleafe to appeint for the above purpofe.
By crder,
W.HARWOOD, clk.

Which was read.
The meflage refpe®ing Henry Harford, Ffq; was
read the fccond time, and the queftion put, That
the houle affent thereto? The yeas and nays being
called fir by Mr. F Bosvie appeared as foliow :

ArrirMATIVE., Meflicurs Bond, Somersille, De
Butts, Maxwell, Lethrbury, Graves, Hall, Carrdli,
Ganti, Fraizcr, Jones, Dent, Turner, Stoze, Ridgely
of Wm. Goldfb 'rough, Gale, John Dafhiell, Adans,
Wate-s, Waggaman, Ennalls, Baker. Ramfey, R.
Bowie, Chafe, Quynn, Sewell, Jackfon, Chaille,
Mitchell, Jofeph Dathiell, Purnell, Faw, Carey,
Norris, Hughleit, Downes, Stuil, Funk, Beall.
NecaTive. Meflicars N Worthington, Gra-
hame, Taney, Riagely, B-acco, Oglevee, Muller,
W. Bowie, F. Bowie, John Sency, Beatty, Steret,
Cellars, Oneale.
So it was refolved in the affirmative.
Sent to the fenate by Mr Fraizer.

Wipnrebay, D:cember 21, 1785.

Edward L oyd, Efq; from the {enate, dcliv.en to
M. Spezker the following meflage and refolution :

By tus SEN ATE, December 19, 1785.

GerTLEMER, b )
UPON the receipt of your meflage propofing a
conference o the memorial of Heary Harford, E'q;
we deemed it expedient previoufly to determin-,
whether 2ny compenfation fheuld Ee made to the
memorialill, for the lofles ftated in his memorial to
have been ivcurred by him in con{:quence of tre
late revoiution, For it natorally occurred to us,
that it wculd be mifpending time to difcafs the
quantum ard manner of making the compnfatirn,
if ei her houfe fhould be of opinion, that no com-
penfation ought to be made t0 the memorial't. Oa
the fulleft inquiry into the fubj &, and exawination
of the arguments fuggefted by the memurial ft's
counfel in your houfe (at which moft of us were pre-
fent), end which were again ftared ta and fatisfac.
torily anfwered in this houfe, we are decidedly of
opinion. that the memerialift cannot of right afx,
or this ftate, confiftentiy with that juftice which :s
due to others, grant him, any relief or retribstion
for the | fies he has fuftained in confequence cf the
revolution, and the a&s of our legiflature. That
revolation and tnofe aéts were—eccafored by the
proft cuzion of an upjuft war, ccmmenced again
this country by the B-itifh government, of which the
memorialitt is a fobje@. On that goveinments,
therefore, to which he remained attached during tre
whole war, and with whofe fuccefs his own intersfis
were fo intimately conne@ed, he ought only to zsly
for compenfation for his ioffes. However rizorous
the confifcation of the property of Britifh fubje&s
might appear, abftraltealy confidered, the a&t for
feizing and confifcating that property, under the
circumftances and with the reftri€tions it was pafled,
we are convinced, was perfe@'y juttifiable. The
feverity of the meafure long delayed its adoption,
and that delay mitigated its feverity, by affording
to every Britith fubjet the opportunity of avoiding
the confequences cf the confication act.

The memorialift came of age in the fpring of fe-
venteen hundred and feventy-nine, the a& ot cochl-
cation paflzd in the beginninf of the year fevente:n
hundred and eignty one, fall twelve months after
the meafure had been warmly and generaily agitated
in this ftate,’and muaft have been known in England.
Inflead of repairing to Maryland and becomirg 2
citizen, the memorialift, confidirgin the power and
fuccefs of Lis native conntry, remained in England,
attending on the coart of chancery, and waitiag the
adjodication of fuits which were to determine the
right to the province of Maryland and its depen-
dences, between the memorialift aod the heirs ac
Jaw of the late lo:d Baltimore, and which adjudica-
tion could have no effe®, unlefs America fhould be
conquered by the Britifh government.  Tkhis ftate of
fa&ls leaves not the {malleft rcom to doubt, that the
memorialift, both from intereft and inclination, con-
tinued a Britifh fubje&, and devoted to bis native
country, which, although free, endeavoured, by la-
vithing its blood and treafures, to deprive us of
our freedcm. We cannot difcover a fingle circum-
flance in the cafe cof the memorialift, to diftinguith
him from other Britith fubje®s, and which fhould
induce this government to except him out of the ge-
" _peral.law of confifcation, or partially compenfate the
loffes, which the revolution, that law, and his own
condu&, have brought upcn him. Every Britifh
fubje&, who ¢id not bear arms againft thefe United
States, and whole propesty has been confifcated, has
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an eqoal if mot a better claim to euf commiicra-
tion.

Legiflatures ought to be gnverned by g.cnenl rules
and principles; their atts fhould not be liahl= w the
reproach of partiality, or of an undue' preference.
1f any retribution thould be made by this fate to the
memorialilt, a proportiopable compenfation oogkt
to be given to every cther Britifh fubject. Wil the
flate ofsour finances, and the heavy debt we have
contrafled in the defence gf our liberty, fafier fuch
application of public moni@? The claims of jottice
mutt be fatished, and we oumght to attend to the
dittrefles of our own citizens, cccafioned by the de
predations of the enemy and other caufes in the
courfe of the war; but Britith fubjeéts, if entitled
to any compenfation for their loffes, muft feck re-
drefs from that government, whofe injultice occa-
fioned them, and of which they are citizens. The
aitachment of the memorialit to the Britith govern-
ment, and the grzat leffes he has incurred, may en-
title him to the buucty of a Britifh parliament. but
can give him no jutt ciaim to any compenfation from
this fegiﬂ:ture. The cleim to quit-rents, as a fub
fitting debt recoverable uader che treaty, which was
urgc§ as a ground for making a compenfation to, or
compromife with, the memorialif, has alfo been
confidered. and appears to us cntirely groundlefs
and inadmifii~le, being, as we comc:ive, incomwrpa-
tible with the {overeignty and independence of this
ftate ; and we cannct, confiflently w th the duty we
owe to cur conftituents, dr, or fuffer to be done,
any adt, tha: has the mcit diftant tendency to creats
a fuppofition, that any power on earth can place tre
free people cf Meryiand ir the cegraded conditicn
of tezarts to a fuperior lord, a foreigner, and a Bri-
tilh fubjet. We are alf: c'early of opinion, that
the quit rents referved upon the grants of the former
pruprigiaries, were hereditrments fubje@ to ail the
rules and cunfcqasnces of other rezl eftate, and
therefore cannoi, confitten:ly with lew, be beld by
an alien ; anl that ro part of tre treaty of peacecin
give the tme:lcx colour to a .unpofitior, that thee
heredicam: nts, more thao otners, nere {aved or re
ferved  [hat the claim of the formet proprictary
to qu t rents ceafed upon the derlarsrion of ince
pendence, we heve nut the finalleil cousnt, and we
think the lcgiflatare alted wilely 1 d=claring. that
the payment of trem eren to this jovernment fhould
never b- exatted, and that the citizens of this ftate
thouid hcld their iands on equal terms with t-e citi-
2ens of the otnei iletes,

Having flaied cur ophiions, and the reafons for
them, it w.ouid be an ufelefs wafte of time to confer
o the memcri.l ot Herry Haiford, Elq; efpecially
as we have ro cau'e to furmife that your opinion
may Se cifferent from owrs, as to the principle ot
MaKing compeniation

To prevent the pudblic councils from being divert.
ei from more important and necefiary conce ns, and
to fave the turtrer lols of time upon this fubjeét, we
herewith tranfmit a refclve, unamimoufly agrezd to
in thir noufe, which, if adoptea ty yours, will ef-
feftua ly cbriate the inconvenieaces jult mentioned

Ve flaiicr ourleives, geatremne:, that you do us
the juttice to teitev , tha: we will cheerfully confer
with yco at all tises, and upon all ozcafions, in
which the public fervice may be promcted by our
afiitance, 2:d that our decliving the propofed con
fzrence, doer not proczed from the fmalleft ditrafped,
but from an imp.eflicn aid beiief, thac the mode we
have fuggefied will bring the qusttion of a compen-
fasion to :hz {peediet conclufion, and coafequently
be the mok accepiable to both h-ufes.

By orer,
J. DORSEY, clk.

Br tux SENATE, December 19, 1785.

THE memorial of Hecry Harford, Efq; tating
his loffes, and feliciting compenfation, beiny read
aad confidered, the fenate were unanimoudly of opi-
nion, that the memorialift cannot cf right ak, or
this ftate confiftently with juflice to others grant
him, any ccmpeniation or reiribution for the lofes
he Rates in his memorial to have teen by him fuitain-
ed in confequeace ot the revolation and aéts of our
legiflature: Wherefore, RzsoLven, That the me-
morial and applicaticn of the faid Henry Harford,
Efquire, be rejuted.

By order,
}. DORSEY, cik.
Which were read.

Frioay, Janunary 6, 1786.

On the fecond reading the meflage refpeiog the
memorial of Heary Haiford, Efq; and the refolu-
tion, the queftion was put, That the houle aflent to
the faid re(vlntion? The yeas and nays being called
‘for by Mr. Faw appeared as follow :

AFrirMaTIVE Meflicurs Key, Bond, De Butts,
B. Worthington, N. Worthington, Hall, Grabame,
Taney, Fraizer, Jones, Dent, Turner, Stone, Ridge-
ly, Ridgely of Wm. Stevenfon, Reberts, Edmond-
fon, Goldfborough, Bracco, Gale, John Dafhiell,
Adams, Waters, Hooper, Miller, W. Bowie, Digges,
R. Bowie, F. Bowie, Jebn Saney, Scwell, Jofhua
Semey, Chaille, Purnell, Faw, Beatty, Bayly, Carey,
Norns, Love, Wheeler, Driver, Steret, Stull, Cellars,
Puak, Oazeale, Wootton.

NscaTive. Meflieurs Lethrbury, Graves, Car-

-roll, Ramfey, Chafe, Quynn, Jofeph Dathicll.

So it was refolved in the affirmative,
Extra&t from the Jousnal,
W. HARWOOD, Cl. Ho. Del.

To the PEQPLE of MARYLAND,

1 CANNOT remain afilent fpe&ator, when
apprebend that your immediate 1eprefentatives are
about to adopt a meafure, which to me appears altc.
gether repugnant to humanity, juflice, and tiue poli.y,
On this day a moticn was made for leave to bring in 3
bill for fixing the feat of government at Baltimore-town,
T he queftion to be debated is of too much importange
to admit a hafty decifion, or any decifion at all, withog
a full mesting of the members in each houfe. shou!d ad.
vantage be taken of a critical fcafon, thould gentlemeq
avail themfelves of the abfence of obnoxious members,
to bring on this grand debate, they will convince ever;
impartial mind, that public good is not their only prins
ciple. The queftion, however, ought to be decided ar
as carly a pericd as is confilterit with inature deiirera.
tion ; for fo long as it remains undetermined, 1t pre.
vents the growth of Anunapolis, agitates the minds of
iis citizens, fils them with doubts, renders the valys*
of thewr property uncertain, and etfe€ully checks alf'
fpirit of enterprize. To the inhabitants of Baltimore.
town it furnithes futjells of a pernicious fpeculation,
by which it is probable a few inen will be benefited to
the injury of many. The only proper and fair mea.
fure to be purfaed on this occafion, would be to' f3y
apait fome day in the next {:flion for afolemn dif
cufiion, In the mean time, you and your reprefenta.
tives might confider, what your true interetts require,
Permit ine to obferve, thatalove of novelty, orra.
ther a rage for innovatior, feems to have taken pof.
feflion of your minds. Perhaps it may be natural for
thote who hive piofited by one important change, to
expeét an advantage trom every other; but if the
patlion be not guided by :eafon, the moft banetu) cog.
fequences wil often flow from indulgzing it.

1 here are two points to be {sttled before the legida-
ture can, with propriety, decide on the main queftion
firft, whether the conftitution will admit the projected
change by the aét ot a fingle legiflature ; and next,
whether public good demands it.

As each member of the legitlature has taken an cath
to {upp .rt the conttitution, we muft with cancour fup.
pofe, that none of them will confent to a plain vicla.
tion of that conttitution, even if they thould be con.
vin.ed that any 2¢t repugnant to its principles can have
the torce of alaw. | fhsll contend, that Annapolis,
by tre conttitution, istue fixed place tor the mecu'ug
or:he legiflatuie ; and i huil offer fuch argumentsaskave
oc.uried to me in tupport ot ihis opivioa. Not only
thefc, but every other argument muft receive a fuil
aniwer, before any man, who regards the ohligation
of his oath, or is imprel d with a fenfe of his duty,
cn give his vote tor remaev g the guvernment to Bala
tirmore-town by a fingle at of affembly, If the cone
ftitution has fixed the government at Annapolis, and,
if that part of the co.ftitution be injurious to the Hate,
there is an eaty mzthud of redreffing the evil prefuribed
by the conft.tution.

Tke ninth zrticle of the declaration of rights, afferts,
that ¢ a pla.e tor the mceting of the iegiflature ought
to be fixe i, the muit convenicnt to the members tnere.
o1, siad to the depofitory ot the pubiic rzcords; and
the legitlature ought not to be convened, or heud, at
any otner place, tut frem evieent neceflity.” Thus
fays tne declas.tion of rights. The fixty brit clauie
of the form of guvermment directs, that the gen-ral
affemnbiy tharl meet at Annapolis on a certain day, My
iuea of t ¢ deciaraticn is this ;—it was intended, firlt,
to afcerta:n what .aws fhould be io force upon the
tormaticn o! the new government, and then to lay
down certain principies and maxims to direét their own
future conuuél, and the conduét of ali future legilatures,
1 hedeclaration 1s ditt:nét trom the form of government,
and they wers paflzd at diffezent times, but they were
both framed by the faue body of mien; each has the
furce of a iaw; the centtrullion of one muft be made
upon 4« view ot the other, and neither of them ean be
¢ altered, chamgea, or apounfiied, unlefs a bill 10 to
alter, changsz, or abolifh the 1ame, thail pals the ge.
neret 2fiemd y, and be publithed at leaft three months
before 2 ew elcéton, and fhail be confiimed by the
genera, afle ally, aitsr a new clection ot delegates, in
the firit teftion after fuch new eieftion.” 1 contend,
that tue conftituticn, 1n obedience to the declasazioa
of rights, has fixed the legitl.ture at Annapolis; for
the tame body of men, whi h declared that the iegifla-
ture ought to ve fixed, has direéted, that the legifiature
fnall meet on a certain day st Annapolis By otuers it is
matintair.ed, that the firlt meeting of the affembly was cn.
ly for the particu’ar purpcle of choofing the governor and
council, and tor appointing the officers of governusient;
if that conftruétion be right, when this particular bufi-
nefs was over, tiie (effion ought to bave ended, and no
future feffion could have been held, becaufe no place
of mesting was appointed., The legiflature, however,
made a more rational conftru@ion ; they tranfatted the
particular bufinefs, and exerciled every other conftitu.
tional power which they deemed expedient, They,
however, paffed no aét for fixing tne feat of govern.
ment; no bill for that purpote was framed, or eve
moved for, in either houfe; there was no conference
or meflage on the fubjeét; but when the bufinefs of
legifiatiou, for that time, was diipatched, each houfe
adjourned without naming the place of meering; they
met afterwards, agreeably to acjournment, as of courfe,
at Annapolis; and at every fubtequent feffion they have
atted in the fame way. !

By the term fixed, Iunderand wot fluGuating, or.
mowing abenty and, if the place for the meeting of the
legiflature be not fixed, Iafk, what, in the name of
common fen'e, has invariably determined the members
of each houte, to repair to a place which was not named
in t: e adjourament.

But the gentlemen who deny that the place is fixed
by the conititution, are not aware of the confequences
of fuch a denial. As the legiflature has never fixed the
place, either 4l the aéts patled fin.ce its firft meeting ar¢
void, or it is neceffary to prove, that the legifatuic a3
enaét laws at a place not fxed for its mepting. It woul
be a notlible difcovery, indeed, if it hould be found
that thq government las fo long been adminiftered
without awy authority, and that we are, in faét, at this
momeat] without any rightful government, or law;
however, this is mott affuredly the cafe, if no place ha
been fixed fos the mecting of tbe legiflatwe, Tl&

e/




