Itis at prefent in every onc’s mouth, ‘¢ Wh?'
could be fo foolifh as to give the Americans credic?
but here the preat foliy of our merchants does not
Jie: 1tis giving credit toa fet of alventurers, who
beceme Amesican merchants on fpeculation, and
without cver being worth five hundred pounds in
- their lives. Our merchants greedily give into their
fchemes, and were eager to out-run each ol!\cr in
crder to get firll into the good graces of the infant
flates. ‘1 he confequences have been bankruptcy and
difgrace, while the adventurer, after his bankrupt-
cy. has perhaps found himfelf a better man than
ever he had been. ikl

The great increafe of the F ench navigation and
trade, is owing to their underfelling moft Weft-
India commodities, efp=cialiy fugars, cotton, 1pd1go,
and all Weit-India goods, by which France is now
become the greateit maiket in the world, which is
pot to be wondered at, fays our correfpondent,
when we cenfider their outward bound cargoes coft
them twenty per cent lefs, upon an average, than

our outward bound cargoes d> us: confequently

they can e87rd to underfel us ix.'_:\ll their returns.
§:rence taking place

Now 1g. Previdus to the diff
between the American ta'es and the mo:h.tr coune-
try, the fhipping employed by the refpeive colo-
nies amounted to 1073, the feamen to 28,co0, the
exports trom Grea: Britain to 3,730,900l annually,
and thoie from the fince united and independent
commonwealtas, to 3,924,600, but now their trade
and ccmmercial intercourfe are nearly doubled, and
will of courfe b2 confid-rably increafed every year;
the Mu-kies of injudicious ard illiberal rettraints be-
ing eft- ¢tuaily thaken off, a ravigation a& will rot
lci.g optrate to their immediate prejudice. Had the
fame policy been acopizd through the eff:éts of
cho.ce, wiich was afierwards cbliged to be made
ufe ot from necefiity, Americans and Britons would
te cemened by the moft infeparatle bond of union
znd murual elicem: but ao arbitrary defire of de-
prwving thefe cf that invaluabre blefing which tF?y
weuld have, and (till endeavour to grafp entirely in
their own peflzffion, brought about thofe humiliating
circumitances that have pioved fo difgraceful and
ivjuricus to B-itain. "
Acv. 23. Fiom a repeal of the navigation a&t, as
far as t.at aé r fpeéts Ireland, lord theffield, and
cther political wriiers, forelec ard prediét the moit
afiiéting confequences to the Englifh planter cr co-
loval propricter, and alfo great lofs to the pubiic
reve.ue Such an innovation would be more fa.
vourabla to t=e fmugglers than any thing they have
ever y t experienced : for they will be exempted
frem icizure, unlefs they happen to be taken in the
aét oflanding their goods. In general, itis not the
buiinefs oi Great-Britain to encourage the emigraticn
of ber merchanis and people to fituations of greater
_cornvenience, were all the articies of trade and ma-
nutectures are {o ¢ .mplctely unburthened. England,
ir ' a centur+, wouid ind herfelf more hurt than
e s beea by ail her debts and all her taxes,
Now 26."Ther= has been {. great a morta'ity
amorg the Spunith troops in Eaft and Weit Fl.rida,
2, to l-ave thott places almoft defencelefs: and they
have becn cbliges to thin the garnfon at the Ha-
vanrah, to fupply tae neceflary detachments for the
Floridas.
MONTEGO-BAY, Oddberag.
Tuefday right therc came on a heavy fwell of the
:a, atiN. W.wn.ch raged with great violerce all
the next day, and did conficerable damage to the
wharfs and houies on the teach. All the tene.
ments from Mr:. Sobeck’: new houfe to Jackfon’s
whzrf, excepting one, occupied by Mzflieurs Do.
pald and Reardon, are a heap of ruins. limay a.d
Jackfon’s wharfs are waolly unplanked, and Bar-
ratt’s totally demotithed. The th:pping rode it out
{afe, the wind happily blowing trom the fouthward ;
a fhallop and two boats were drove afhore at Mea-
gre-Bay, two of whicn are wrecked and the other
will be got off; and a boat belonging to Mr. Par
infen, was beat to pieces between Jackfon’s and Bar-
ratt’s wha, !s.

B OS T O N, December 22.

The new {late of Vermont, from a ftate of anar-
chy and lawlefs contufion, is foftening down to a
happier condition, Their courts of law are regular-
ly held, and juftice can be obtained through its pro-
per chann:l—The policy of the ftate is managed
with a confittency and energy a3 bid fair to transform
the late drcary wildernels into as fair a republic as
any in the coniederation,

Confiderable quantities of bafe ccin are now in
citculation—A copper one in imitation of French
guineas, gilt, are very current—they are datea 1732,
are Jarger and thicker than the true ones—A copper
coin wathed with filver, are frequently pafled for
Eng'ifh fix-pences, they are much larger than gocd
ones : thele, with quaatities of what are called cop-
pers, butof a bafer mctal, paflirg, thould put people
on their guard. notonly to prevent being cheated,
but to ftop their ciiculation.

"Extrad of a letter from Bedford (in this commornivealth)
Nowember 4, 1785,
« This idle hour Iwill emgloy in giving you
fome account of a great difcovery lately made in
hydxoﬁatics. by a Mr. Allen, from Marzha’s Vins-
yaré—a min of guod natural zbilities, .but who
never had any advantage of philefophical ftudies, cr
other than common education. By accident, he was
led to attempt the important trial of feparating frefh
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sad has fuccee: r
at with his prefent ma-
and twenty-sight

from falt water,
manner: He informs me tb
chine he can feparate one hundred ;
gallons, in twenty-four hours: gnd. xl‘m he is now
conftrufting one on the fame princip:c, capable of

roducing betwcen feven 2ad eight hundred gallons
1n that time. o

¢« How inconceivable its utiiity to maakind!
thips may be furnifhed with caily fupplies of freh
water at a very fmall experce and troudle, and the
freight of water in navigation, in the prefent mode,
is enormous, particularly thofe un long voyages, and
in tranfporting live Rock; thips to India are cne
third loated with water. Deltitute iflands may be
fupplied by this method. And what I conceive fully
equal to either, is the mam_xfa&urg of fal.t, whereby
we may fupply ourfclves without importing 5 as by
this ealy and quick progrefs, the frefh water may be
feparated fo effeftually, thut the remainder will
chriltalize almoft immediatel:—an< I dare prognotii-

ate, that many other eminent advantages will be Je-
rived to this and fuccecding genc:aticns trem this
difcovery.

¢« He hat communicated as mach of the fecret ( e-
ferving intricacies) as has convinced a learnzd Dr.
Weft, cf this parifh, of its fc_aiibility : lieis to un-
dertake for Mr. Allen, to lav it-before the Ameri-
can academy of arts and fciences at tricir pext maet.
ing: If they will fecure him a premium, whica he
may think adequate to its importance, and his me-
rits, he will divulge it to them o:herwife he pur-
pefzs for Europe.

¢ [ am informed that Mr. Allen, when a boy,

on a whaling veysge, approaching very near to 2
water-fpout, he obfe:vad the circumfluous water to
have the exatt colour of frefh water, cown to the
very furface of the fea; and as the rain w hich pou:ed
down from the cloud above was frefh, he had no
doubt but the feparaticn tock piace at the furface
before drawn up: This firlt gave himan idea of
thic noble picj:ct, withcut having even oce prirci.
ple of the hydraitatic laws, The hypothefis, that
the falt water is drawn up to the ciouds in water-
fpouts, and thereby a certain ope-aticn of the air,
while it is expanding, and difperiing in the ciouds,
is feprated trom the faline pariicles, muit be ex-
ploded by this and feveral other new theories. Frem
what I car ga:her, by the ctaradter and converfation
of Mr. Allen, both his theory and machinery mutt
be very tmple.

¢«¢ 1'thzuld conie@ure, by fome peculiar tempera-
ture, and the afion of the air on tne furface, he
produces the effet to fink the groffer par:ictes, while
the pure and fubtile float on top, to be received free
from falt—W hatever may be the meihad, I am fure
it mutt be fimple, and the-efore it will be much
more ufeful to markind—he affured me tie appara-
tus may be made compiete for a trifle, will wear (as
his own phrafe is) *¢ as long as ftem, keel and ftern
pott of a thip,” and be very little liable to derange-
ment.

¢ You have lately heard the leCtures o the cele-
trated Dr. Moyes, on water-fpouts. I believe you
will never bz abl: to reconcile his darling theory to
this difcovery 3 altnouch as yet we can only conjec-
ture, but [ dare fay, Mr. Allen has as little krow-
ledge of the laws of the eletricsl fiuid, as of tie
doétrines of Confucius or Zoroalter [ hope the
le:rned prefident of the academy of arts and fciences
will open a correfpcndence with Mr. Allen, and by
fome p:c:mifes of reward to his heirs, infuce him to
commit tae whole to writirg, that in cafe he
fhouid die bziore the regotiation is ficifhed tor
tre pu-craie of the fecret, mankind mav rot even
run tne nzzard of lufing {5 iavaluable a difcevery.”

NEWBURY-PORT, December 14.

In the courfe of lait week, a family in this neigh
bcourhoed removed, with their efe&s, into a newly
finithed houfe, and having confiderable company,
were neceflitated to cenclude to take up their L.dg-
ings in chambers lately plaittesed, and not fufficient-
ly dried; in fome of thefe chambers the company
fpent part of the evening, till at length, a fider to
the owner of the houfz complainirg of being unwell,
and a pain in her ftomach, it was thought prudent
for her to retire to bed ; but during her preparation
thorefor, her fifter, wite to the owner of the houfe,
fainted, ard on recovering berfelf a liztle, made the
fame complaints—their difficulties increafing, a
dottor was fent fcr, wi.o when he came, found 8 or
9 of the company in much the fame fituation,
among whom was the mailer of the houfe, who
fainted and complzined 2s the rett. ‘I'he doftor
ordered them out of the damp rooms, and they foon
fouad relieft—This is inferted for a caution to
others.

CHARLES-TOWN, (ﬁlq'j?u/;u/?u:) Decerber 13.
Laft Friday, an honeft countryman, with a quan-

tity cf very nice diaper and thread, (the produtt of

American in'ufiry) for fale, ina pillar calz of equal
goodne!s, wasmet in Batton by a knave. who, atter
a little converfation, with him coscerning his goods,
&c. invited him, in a friendly manner, to his houfe,
to take fome refiefhment. The unfufpe€ting man
accepted the invitation, and fcllowed him zccord-
ing!y. Seating himfelf he laid his pillow (afe, with
its contents, clo’e behirnd in the chair in which he
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cded in a wonderful ke anfivered in the afiirmative; and turping round
to take it up, perceived it was removed. The
room was fearched in vain; when the hofpitable
villain, affc@ting concern for his lofs, accompanied
him out of doors, leading him through an intricate
mzze of narrow paflages, tiil atlength he tock an
opportunity to flip cff.  The poor countryman, un-
zcquainted with the place, was thus left alone, com-
pletely loft, and cou!d neither fad the man, cr the
houfe” again; but at laft making his way into the
itices, was obliged to return home, without any
other compenf{ation for the lofs of Lis goods, than a
dear bought leffon of caution in his dealings with
firangers.

N E W-Y OR K, De«ember 28. v
Frem a late London paper.—A correlpondent ex.

prefizs bhis aitonihiment at the undeferved and un..
tounced atufe continually lavifhir g againft the trade
ol America, and carneltiy reccmmends gentlemen
to make themifelves acquainted with the true Rase.

and fituation of it, znd impartiaily to report the
fame. He agrees, that imme:fe fums cf money are,
due from Amuerica to this country, but denies it to:
be from the citizevs thereof. At the conclution of
the late war, 1m {: quantities of goods were
thrown into the boundlefs bofcm of America by va.

men
men

rious delcriptions of adveniurers (ot which however

thofe of Scotland, England and Ireiand, exceed in
the proportien of at ieat fix to one thofe cf Ame-
rica) goods which were bud, old damaged, and un.
fit fur the Amcrican market 3 whers then is the won.
der, t fuch goocs thould feli unler prime coft, or

remain unfold to this day ? The amount of the geods
at thishour in America he ihinks exceeds that which
fhe will probably confume in feven vears, butth

greater part are neither of the quality or fort fuited
to the market, and thersfore wiil not be get rid of
in t-n years, ualefs at a difadvantage America, n
fa&, is a ttore houfe for the fubjefls of Great Britaia
and their merchandife; but certainly the citizens
therect have a right to purchife cr not as may e a-
grecabie to them, Tre diffirent towns thrughout
America are full of goods kelungirg to the tubj-éts
of Great Britain, ecither in pofleifion of th: mteves,
or agents, fent out for the purpofe of diipoing of
them ; but fo far is Amuica from wanting {uch
gocds, that the would, on the contrary, be much o-
bliged to thote who complain here tor the want ot re-
mit:ances, to fend both tor their goods and agents,
as fhe is determined to purchafe orly what fhe lines,
and of whom the thirks proper.

li is a ta&t univerfally known, that the beft men
in America generally go to market with produce in
han:, 10 crder to purchofe of the meschaunt at the
cheap ft rate.

Numerous inftances can be adduced where tradef-
men uere have fold their Am rican debts for 14 or
15 fhulings in the pound, and being irterriga .d
why they aid 10 (when 1o doubt remiained cf their
being u.timately fuily {utisfied) have conia:.tly an.
fwered, that they got a handfomme grofic un their
goods by tuch fale, and did ~ot cnoote te lay out of
their mon.y. This rctiier fhews tnat the tradefiien
of this country are not at pr={vnt {o honeit as they
were a few years ago efleen.ec to pe.

PHILADELPHIA, Deenter 31,

Extrad of & letter from Newo-York, dated December 29,

« These is anthentic into:matisn reccived hers,
dated 10:h November, frim Cediz, which dedlarcs
that the peace with Aigiers is firmly concluded : ard
that the Barbarian cruifers are in greater force than
ever cn the coait of Spain and Portugal, and in the
reighbourh-od « f the S.raits

¢¢ Cajiain Edward Wicks from Great Egg-Har-
bour, afier a heavy gale of wiad from the N. E. on
Sunday morning at 8 o’ciock, faw a faii bearing
dowre with a fignal of dittrefs: at 10 fpoke her ; fhe
proved to be the fchoorer Good Hope, captain John
Smith, in a fi.king cordition, having fix and a half
feet water in her hold; on which captain Wicks
hove tco and tcok them all on board, very much
fatigued, having been conflantly at the pumps for
eignt days: at 12 o’clock, in lat. 39 31. north, in
30 fattom water, it blowing kard “and a crofs fea
running, could not fave any thing but the {ails; at
four o’clocls P. M. left her, the fea making a paffage
over her.”

Fan 2. By captain Atkins, arzived at Bofton, we
arz informed, that the uncafinefls retpeting the
capturing the American veflels by tne Algerine,
had, in fome meafure, fubtfided ;—few of their
coriairs having, forfome time palt, ventured yvithout
the Straits, owing to the agproach of winter ard the
vigilance of the Portuguefe. No. accounts of any
late captures by the Algerines had been received at
C-d;z. .

Captain Smith, who is arrived at Bofton, from
Murtinico, infoerms, that almolt.every houfe snd
flore in Demarara has lately Leen confumed by
fire.

o~
ANNAPOLIS, january 2.

The honourable Danicl Bowley, Efq; is elefeda
meinter of the fenate, in the room cf james M*tlen-
ty, Eiq; refizned.

A lztter troth Paris mentiorns, that his moft chrifti-
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fat. After tarrying a while, and drinking with his an majelty, wiiling to enccurage men
hott,* another® perfon (whg, probatly, was in the tobwcongz more uteful. propeles t
fcheme) caine to the door, and inquired of the 30c,075 Iivres to reveard sheir ialents,
countryman, whether ke had diaper to fell, to which themfin difcoveries, and in efizntial

apprepriate
and eInpy

and lizovery




