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PRANC E.
A R R E T of the king's council of ftate, concerning

 Dollan, fore:gn commerce with the Freoch iflands in Ame-
!edn&ioi tica, of the 3oth of Augut, 1784..

ne of hg R fixirafed frem the records of the council of ftate)
he finith. g =3 HE king ever diligent to eonciliate the

additions
nesbasicad

avoursble -

_increafe and growth of his American
colonies, with the general zxtenfion of
the trade of his kingdom, has mever
loft fightofthe means_which might

(-

st

urers and ontribute to the profperity of his poficfions beyond
g the i \c fcas without diminifhing the advantages due to
nore thae metropolis from their eftablithments—but the
of Sevax brinciples to be adopted to attain this cad produced
contained Bificultics, which could alowe be furmounted in pro-

nd govers bortion as experience fhould” fhow what alteration
¢ aafwer. M he be proper in this important branch of adinini-
ent of the Aation. By the ftate hismajeity b#®had laid before
ady to be in of thofe which have hitherto tak&y place, he has
y of April’ Blifcovered, that it had become nece flary, from time
e publifhe otime, to moderate the rigorous regulations firtt a-
iladelphia [ oced in purfuance of the letters patent of the
drawing 3 sczth of O&. 1727, the Ripulation whereof entirely
in the difs [lieerred foreigners from holding any part in the
ne college nde of the colonies 5 and thatin order to maintzin
are as fole jutt equilibrium between thefe interefls, .whzch
t four dole ekt mutually to promote each other, a variety of

modifications of thofe fevere regulations had, fiom
2, Samod [z (0 time, become indifpenfably adogted.

: g Confidesing alfo, that the prefent circomitances of
ith, D.ﬂ. ticgs require further indulgences, #is majelty has
jann Scoty chlved, that in adopting them it would be needful
| jun, Jobs [Boiccreafc the number of free portsin the French

¢ isdward and leeward iflands, to make a better
.(q; bice thereof, and to open them only to fuch pzris
ACH ; Lire they may be under the eye of Jovernment and
ld b the national trade, in order to preRpt deftrulive
el Keeaty) lliie commerce, or to punith it with the ¢reater fe-
! sty ; that fo his majcily havieg provided for tae
// 3 eefities of bis colonie , the intractors of his laws
" iht be the more inexcufable. To accomplifh sl
r the pably Msiich purpofys, after having heard the report made
ergd as ge- [l Lim on this fubje@. The king being prefintin
ged orrcil, bis majefty has ordained, and does ordain as
- - ollows, VIZ.
)y i Anicle I, That inhthe ifland of St. Lucfhl’h ;lhle on-

; free pore therein heretoiore appointed, fhall con-
?:gmmrn: Stce hia):h, viz. the Carenage gf that iﬂal?d. and
T ‘d‘P‘i tree ew ones fhall be opengd tor l'hc. Wipdward
s the adram liacds, viz, one at St. Picrre for Martinique, one at

d. & cos [Ecintc a Petre tor Gaudalope and its dependencies,
Lol h:d ore at Scarborough for Tobago. Three new
{m;bcm' tes thall alio be opened for Hifpaniola, one at
hiefly wood ; P P ,

ipe Frangois, one at Porz-au-Pringe, and one at
ves St. Louis, that kéretofore exifting at St Nico-
liMole in the fame ifland, to be hencetorth fhutand

s e

:;;;‘,f,_‘m ihed. _ _
EUART. drticle I, His majelly permits for a time, and
wlit hall pleafe him to order otherwife, ail fo-
10, 176 %0 fhips of the burthen, atlicaft, of fixty tons,
encral adciy Jed with only lumber of all kinds, dye-wood, ccal,
ity , of Agny B catle of all kinds, falted beel, bu: no pork, cod
| cy, jhniog 2d cther falted .ﬂ(h, rice, Indian corn, vegetables,
\§ the .per 7 nd tanned hides, furs, rofis, piich 2cd tar, to
; and where: JI d;d and trade thercwnlh at the free ports menti-
eed in the prececing article,
:‘;:g:,dg Article llf Fdr.iggn fuips who fhall fail ¢o the faid

fies p.11s, either to garry thiere the articles aliowed

:’; g}-‘::"[:’] £ in}hc preceding article, or in ballaft to loac for
ther appoizt account of foscigners, fhall only be permitted to take
> all whom it J"4Y melufles, -tafia or manuvfadtures imported from

F1ance,

d:_pretern'g Anticle V. All merchandife, the importation or

i::‘iixcm”:’ nportation. whereof is permitied ‘foreigners in the
id law exath JE free ports, fhall be fubjed to the local duties ex-
ce of the [ iding in cach colony, and fh3ll pay over and above
ead. per centum on the value.\ ‘
SHIPLBY.' Anicle V.- Exclufive.gf-the Yuty of one per gent.
> AEEmeotiontd in the preceding -prijcie, falted bee!, cod
few fuits, dfJitd @iied &M fhall pay three livice per quintal duty,
aality, o ud the preceeds of the faid . thyee livres fhall be ap-
‘ znd’will ' td a1 a fund, oug of which prentiums or tounties
' wheat;'é I'be raid on the importation of cod and falted fifh

amthe Freuch fithericsa- .. . o ok

1 Article VI, Foreign falted provifions which fhall
b brought into the colonies by French v
tly from fome port of the kingdom, fhall n_alfbc
bRfi to the payment of the duties mentioped in the
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. Qv preceding aniisles. - . :
hon‘fé‘ thereclgil 2 ficle \/}? Ja each free port a number of officers
Applicatiol R, b appointed to fce the.t no pther merchandifes

:i{apo!i:.z_ ]
aetend
rlrg-Str

d or exporied thin thofe meationed
sanet; and in
their exlgnerx,
AP gin aughor (s 1us Lfsnch-merchants and c2p-

23 mii‘v.xe'ﬁding in :ach of the {aid free ports,

be jmporte !
the fecoud and third articles of thi
orler-that, no - doubt may exitt as'to
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to name-from among them commifiarics: who fhall
report all négle@s or abufes they may difcover, and
thall attend when they may fe¢ proper at any infpec-
tions which may take place on fdreign veficls arriving
or failing. S

Article VIII. Captains of foreign thips, who may
proceed to the faid free ports, fhall be reld oo pain
of confi{cation of their vefxls and cargoes and a fine
of one thoufand livres over and above, to keep off
and give fignals .of their arrival, that immediazcly
two officers may be fent on board and a guard,-if-
poffible, to prevent any thing being landed until af-
ter the veﬁ'erhu been infpeded, If the faid captains
arrive in the morning they fhall in all the day, or if
they arrive at night they thall the next morning, make
an exa& entry, as well in his majeRy’s cuftom-houfe
as in the regifter’s office of the idmiralty (where
they fhall perform all the ufual formalities,) of the
fpecics and quantity of the merenandife of which
their cargo is compofed ; they fhiall prefent their bills
of loading and charter parties, and fhall not procéed
to unload but with the care of the office ard in the
prefence of wo officets, who fhall infpet the faid
mercnandiie and make due report of their atiending
at the difcharge of the veffel. In like manner, when
the faid vefleis fhall leave the faid frez ports, they
fhall nct take in any cargo without firit making a fi-
milar declaration in the prefence of the fame number
of officers, obtaining the fame declaration in due
form of their attendance at the loading ot the faid
veflel, and a permit from the board tfor her depar-
ture, S
Article IX. If at the time of the infpedling of the
faid vefl:ls, during or previdus to the | ading or un-
loading of the fame, there fhould be found on board
any fuch toreign fhips arr.ving in the f{aid free ports,
or failing therefrom, any merchandife, other than
that of which the importation and exportation are
permitted by the z2d and 3d articles, the oficers
making fuch infpettion fhall make a due ftatement
thereof, and fhall immediately deliver the fame into
the regiRer’s office of the admiralty, where the at-
(orngyogcneral of his majety fhall immediately de-
mand of the officers of that court, the feizure of both
veffel and cargo, the confifcation whereot fhall be
by them decerced, together with a fine of one tnou-
fand livres: provided always, that liberty be al-
lowed to appeal to the council or other fuperior
tribunal of the diftriét,

Article X. French merchants, whether of the
kingdom, or French colopies criflands, who fhali
be defirous to engage in the importation of the fo-
reign wares allowed of by the 2d article, orin the
exportation to foreign ports of the merchandife per-
mitted in the 3d article to be exported, fhall be fub-
je&ed to the like precautions, formalities and in.
fpections ordained for the fhips of foreigners ; they
fhall {uffer the like penalties in cafe of contrabaod,
aod pay the fame duties, excepting only the duty
of one per cent. mentioned in the 4th article; frem
which they fhall be exempted.

Article XI. All captains and owners of French
thips, fitted clther from the porty of this kingdom,
or from thofe of the Frefch colonies, who may be

v

"defirous to fail from the faid colonies to the Ameri-

can coaft, or evcn to St. Pierre and Miquelon, fhall
otly te permitted to proceed from onc of the free
ports, under penalty of confifcation of veffel and
cargo, and ane thoafand livres fine; the faid cap-
tains or owrr:rs . fhall as ufbal be bound to take out
the prefcribect permiffion of the governor and in-
‘tendant, znd the paffport of the admiral, all of
which fhali b recorded in the admiralty ; they fhall,
moseover, produce all the neceflary documents, and
fubmit to all the infpeQions that may be requifite
to afcertain the contents of their cargoes, which fhall
alone confit of melaffes, taffia, and manufa&ures
of France, in like manner as if they wers fo-
reigoers. . .

Article XII. Clearances for forcign ports fhall not
be deliveredd unlefs for thofe where his majefty has
confulsy vice confuls or agents, to> whom they fhall
be prefented at their arrival and departure, tu be by
the faid confuls examined and attefled, and by the
captains to be pr?duced on their return to France or
the colonids. 5 )

Article XIII. French thips which may have failed
from any of the free ports for the American coaft, or
even for St. Pietre and Miqueon, or fuch as may
have failed from any port of the kingdom, and bave
toached at a foreign port, or even at the faid iflands
of St. Pierte und Miquslon, fhall not, ‘under pain of
confifcation of veflel and cargo, and of one thoufand
livres fine, rcturn to the.faid French iflands or colo-
nies, unlefs after firlt Ropping at one of the free

orts, in order to be fubjeftzd there to the like in-
pefions and vifits that foreign fhips are expofed to;
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they fhall be held to make the fame declarations
and undergo the fame formalities, and fhall only
bring with them' the fame merchandife, the importas
tion whereof is permitted : after undergoing the faid
vifits and in(peQions, they fhall obtiin proper dif-
charges,-certificates whereof being deiivered to the
captains or fupercargoes by the dire&ions of his mas
jety’s board of caftoms, they fhall oe at liberty to
proceed to fuch port or haibour of the colony as they
may fee fit. . . :

Anicle XIV. French veffels fitted -either from the
French iflands or fome port of the kirgdom, who
may havg touched at a forcign p irt, or at St Pierre
and Miquelon, and who mazy eanter one of the free
ports, fhall be beld under Pain of the like confifcati-
on’ and fise, to Noilt at chree leagues dift:nt fuch
flag or fignal, as thé admiralt. fhall dire®, in order
that at the time ot their arrival officers trom his ma-
jefty’s cuftoms may be fent on, board. :

Article XV. His majelty orders that aopder the
fame penaltics, foreign fhips which have reen per-
mitted for a limited time, to introduce cargoes of
blacks into the different a‘mralty ports of the
Windward Iflands, fhall in futare not be permitzed
to bring them to ary othe: ports than tne Care: age,
St. Pierre, Pointe a Petre and Scarborough, in this

refp:& repraling the arret of councii of the 28th of
June, 1783, whichin ail other mutters thall'co tinue
to be executed according to the form and tenot
thereof, >

Article XVI. The p:oceeds of the confifcations and
penalties decreed, fhll belong totally tot e oficers

ot his majetly’s board oi cuitoms, who may kave ef-
fe@ted or caufed the feizure.  As to veflels taken in
contraband trade by he thips or guarda cottas of his
mzjelty, the fame fhall belong to the commanders,
officers an i crews of the fhips fo capturing—3- auét.
ing on.y the cots of 1uit, one tenth fur the admiral,
ard fix denicrs on every livre for the benvfi: of the
inva!ids of the marine fervice. When there fhail have
been any informants, one third of the proceeds thall
go to their profit .

Ariicle XVII. His majelly forbids exprefsly, all
French fubjects to lend their names to fimulated pa-
pers for fureign thips, under the pain of three thoue
fand livres fine, to be applied tu the benefit of the
hofpitals ot the place where it happens, exclufive of
the torfeiture ot the veflel, already ordained by the
various regulations made on tne fubjeét ot nav gati.
on His majeity enjoins his attornies in the admi-
ralty coarts, totaze all neceflary fieps to profecute
thofe who may contravene (his order, on pain of
lbeéiing themiclves mude anfwerable n cafe of meg+
&, g .

Article XVIII. His majeRy referves to himfcif the
right, if it fhail hereafter be thought proper, to open
a free port for Cayenne and Freach Guyane, atter
the expiration of the time fixed by the arret of his
council, forthe general liberty of trade of that colo-
ny, dated 15th May laft. Provided always, that
until the expiration of that term, foreign or French
veflels, which may have touched at any port or har-
bour of Cayenne or French Guyane, fhall not go to
any other than the free port. of the Windward or
Leeward 1flands, on the fame conditions, precanti.
ons, rules and penalties, mentioned in the preceding
13th and 14th articles

Article XIX. Moreover the ftipulations mentioned
in the letters patent of the month of O¢tober, 1727,
and the ordonnance and regulations fubfequently
made, refpe@ing the foreign trade of the French
iflands and colonies, fhall exift in full force and
virtue, uclefs when they are repealed by the prefent
arget.

His majefty orders Monfiear le duc de Penthierre,
admiral of France, and all governors, lieu!euant-ge-
nerals, commancers, intendants, cummiflary-gene-
rals, ordonnanteurs, and all others whom it may ap-
pertain, each for his own jur.(di&ion, to fec to tre
execution of this arret.  tis maseity aifo orders all
councils and fuperior tribunals of the Fregch colonies
in America, to proceed to -the recording the fame,
that it may be read, publithed, and fet up wherever
it may be neceffary.

Done at the king’s council of ftate. his majefty
- being prefent, held at Verfailles the 3oth day
of Aug. 1784. K .
(Signed) Lz Croix Marscuat o CasTrixs,

By the dut de Penthierre, admiral of Frange—
Seeing, the above arret of council to us addr.fied,
and every oiher part of the fame: We command all
thofe over whom our jatifdi@tion exiends, ana order
all officers of the admiralty of the French calanies,
and iflands, each for hig own deEan;nent to fee it
duly executed, and conform to the parts thereof bes
lenging to them refpeQively.” We command the of-
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