d to the next

ood road, as m
iu ]?ledtlitk co‘ltr
Blue Ridge, and by
g s!""i"zﬂ'- fer.
14 b‘lﬂgthe bﬂﬁlnd
, t0 the inland nay;.

the weftern
7inia to BAI&X’
\‘.

Auguft 20, 178
) have encmciet on
ave taken poffeffoy
laid oat for a thip.
xre now felling 24
And whereas the per.
may be unacquainzd
he public to the fiig
hat thé corporati o
he faid ﬂlip-yam lnd'
e determioed to pro-
foe g've this public
r{ons purchafing the

er,

UYNN, joa, clk,

Agvyult 23, 1784,
‘iat.n A rqu%lh,ya:az.
tain William Hic,
ain, did, in the year
ertife the followi:
1t: St. Mary’s Free
ield, 200; Squir’s
ter’s, 1co; the old
 of leafe land o1 3:3
Villiam Aifqaich aid
bart by otacr names
0 run) to the fube
reat part of the pur.

fufficient deeds ard
hereas the faid lands
1am Hicks to a cer-
derton, in trult, for
d deed, which is ree
Mary’s county, bat
England, no power
to acknowledge t:¢
nes Aderton is fince
ticbb has conveyed
r, but the faid deed,
gmert, beingdefe&t.
1 intend to apply to
ng toat an a&t may
o the deed made by
1 and Vernon Hebb,
vledged agrecable to
HN MACKALL.,

.at I iniend tn.king
general affembly, to
>« f a piece of land,
rtha his wife, to my
orwh-ch a bond wis
but no deed has hi-
cirg dead, the rigat
ho 1s a minor.

A HAMMOND.

) L D,
of LAND, being
tra& called White-
 river in Anue-A-
 of navigable water
m Annapolis. The
c0, corn, and fmall
t futficiency of wood
s are, feveral negro
es, corn -houfe,-and —
- will be allowed to
all.  For terms ap-
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"L A R K,
"ATIONER,
llrk, Annapolj,,
ment of the under-
 will feﬁ.rhuuue
, Viz. col-
med aubo:,xi: hif-
, and novels, with
5, common praye:
and primers.  Bett
hick and thin folio
tto pot; cartridge
1er paper.
ccount books; re-
adics etwee cafes;
 books ; filver and
3 pafte and plated
rs 3 razovs, kaives
H pllhed l.d me-
'”f _fnuﬂ'A bcﬂs;
ng picces and pif
prints, maps and
- wafers, peas sad
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W lgw: yea 1 sball ebferve
P, cxvili. 34

« theras do 1 delight.”

« and Jerianfy
w da ity is as fecure ast

The pollaavixg letter is publifped at the requefl of feveral
of our cuflomarise N

LETTER

to the RomaN CaTHorics of the City of

Worcelter, from the late Chaplain of that Society,

ftating ¢
their communion,
teftant church.

o Give me

« Mcke me 19 go in

“ Axy private man, aube ¢

the pash of :d

VEr. .38 *1
ruly es the firipture,
endeavonrs te know the will of Gody azd to
he vifible church ; mare fscure than

the motives which induced him to relinquith
and become a member of the pro-

undirflanding, O Lord, and I fball keep tby
it auith my avbele beart.”

mmandments, for

« your (the Roman) cburch, frem the danger of erring 1%
« fundamental's, Jor it is impofible tkat any man [o quaisfed

« should fall into &xy ervor,
o nable. Abiding in
® fecuring me 6T ARy
“
w abide in it I cannaty

u perperually and exulcerate my confcience.
o yoxr errors avere Rot 3

man from
uld abide in ity

tire do8rine true;

avbich te bim will prove dam-
your cburch's commusnion 15 [o far from

damnable errery, that it 1

I am certain I could not be faved ; for
avithout profelfing to beleve s en.
profes this I caniot, but 1 muf G

Axd though

x themfeives damnable, yet to ropft

«the basn truth and to coxtinue in the projeffon of known
« ¢rrers and falbaod, is certainly a capital fin, asd o* great

w gfimty with
Cluilingworth, page 304

way, &c. X

§ XA
A
Lo

X

the fin, which fbaki mever be forgiven.”
Religion of Protettants a fafe

T a period of life, when difcernment fhould
be ripe, when paffions fhould be calin, and
principles (ettled, if
opinions of his youth; it he break through
the impreffions of early education, and the

a man relinquifh the

}abits of thinking with which he” has been long fami.

tar; if he abando )
tom his intancy, to throw himielf among

n connections, which he has cherithed

ftrangers and

segin the world anew; furely a confcioufne!s of duty,

or tome unworthy principle muit be the
extraordinary conduét.

to his own charafter; t
quits 5
loud fo

concerned at the fate of individuals.

fpring of fuch

In this cafe, a decent refpeét
o the conne®ions, which he
and thofe, which he embraces, feems to call a-
r the motives of to important a change

1 ain well aware that the public in general is but little

Their fuccefs,

their uneafinefs, their ftruggles, tneir diftrefs are felt

only by a few,
light in being inte
To fuch of thole exa

who formed in a fofter mould, take de-
refted in the welfare of huinanity.
Ited few of your focicety, or of any

other defcription of men, whoe may chance to know me,
I beg leave to addrefs my(elf. ;
It is not my defign to enter upon the wide field of
controverfy, nor to combat the tenets which I have re-
j*ted, by the (hafts of ridicule or the full power of ar-

gument.
iliow us to blacke:
What appears convition to
It would therefore be equally ablurd and
fure you for opinions,
admit, as for you to
deem unfupportable and falfe,

tention is to fend you an apolo

Truth does not require, nor does generofity
n a fyfem becaufe we abandon it.
e may feem folly to you,

unjuft to cen-

which you think it your duty to
blame me for rejecting fuch, as [

Wherefore my fole in-
for my ewn condut,

not to throw the moft difant refleétion upon yours. I
mean to countenance, as far as | am able, the candour

of thofe, who may ftill with ¢ {
Jime degrae, the voice of prejudice,

krszwledge. ]
It neverthelefs in the courfe of this letter, any argu-

o eftcem rue, or filence in

and zsal witbout

at may tend to unhinge the fecu-

doned caufe to be eafily forgiven: and the man, who
is bold enough to adopt fuch a meafure, will foon find proteftants, with whom i lived in habits of intimacy
bimfelf a profane obje& of abhorrence to the perfons, and friendfhip, ferved not a little to enlarge my ideas
whom he moft efteemed, or by whom he had been moft aud wean my, mind from the narrowne's of a fyﬁem:

in proportion as I became acquainted with toeir perfons;

tenderly beloved,

For ‘it is a lamentable truth, that on every occafion

fimilar to the prefent,

My conneftions, moreover, with many valuable

I ceafed to view their principles through the medium

1} unjut fufpicions and illiberal Of prejudice. 1f ¢ pure and undefiled religi
cenfure are indulged without remorfe. I hey find their God and the Fz:hexg‘ be this, ¢ to Viﬁtr w?t;::t':l;g —

way into minds, which, in other refpe@s, are accuf- oOrphans in their tribulation, and to keep onefclf un.

tomed to ftartle at the ve

thadow of evil, The moft fained from this worla,” (4) I think I know feveral,

advanced in the habits of chriftian meeknets and for- Who have a good claim to this religion.
bearance, too often miftake the workings of animofity

-for fentiments of pity towards an unfortunate brother,

facrificing their temper and underftanding,to -the blind

ardor of their zeal. The moft eloquent and
champion of the Englith Roman catholics; the

powerful

advocate for unlimited toleration could not fo far aban-

don his original prejudices,

as to think favourably of that fome of your late i

any one, who leaves the communion he belongs to (a).
What grounds have I therefore to expeét any parsial in-
dulgence, any xexfual exertions of charity and candour.

No, my fellow.chriftians, I am not bo
flatter myfelf, that fuch will be my lot,
contrary to my expe&ations, any among you thould

found generous enough to anfwer the voice of obloquy,

and aflert my fincerity, to fuch I thall ever be happ
make my gratitude known.
feelings, it will be a comfort to refleét,

Under many diftrefsful

endeavours have operated in the minds of fome among
you a revolution fo congenial to the mild fpirit ot the

gofpel.

Perhaps, were you acquainted with the painful ftrug.
gles, which this public declaration of my fentiments has
caufed me, your pity, on this occafion, would be un.

mixed with refeniment.

propriety of being angry with a man
voured to difcover the truth of ym:r do&rines,

You wou.d fee the cruel im-

who has endea-

ftriven with all the powers of his foul to believe them.

Who calls heaven to witnefs, that iic has weighed eve

argument for and againit your mode of religion, wit

the fame ir:dpnhlity, as it the world contained no Be-
and

ing but G himfelf.

1 pretend sot to any uncommon powers of reafoning,

or quicknefs of apprehenfion—I feel myfelf fubjeét
prejudice and miftake—I am too well acquainted w

to

the inRability of my own heart to boaft ot any exem

tion from the ufual frailties of man.

But among tg;

weakneffes to which I plead guilty, none, [ truft, ever

argued indifference to religion,
forgetfulnels of honour, or any
eft ftage of depravity, which ma

the_parts of hypocrites.

There was a time, when, like you,
1 daily thanked God. that I avas nct, like otber

religian ;

coatempt for morality,
ropenfion to that low-
s mea a&t hibitually

1 gloried in my

men, beretics, fcbifmatics, and infidsls; 1 fubferibed with

unfeigned fincerity to thata
the Roman church is the

churches,

can be obtained (b). 1 was
ments of her adverfaries were |
at the fame time, I thould have

rticle of your belief, ¢
mother and miftrefs of
and that out of her communion no falvatio

perfuaded, that the argu-

ljighter than chaff though,

deemed it an impiety to

weigh them in the fcales of impartiality and candour.
Common fenfe informed me, that enquiry implied a
doubt, whilit the voice of the church was loud 1in pro-

claiming,
be no longer

that to doubt of any doftrinal point was to
a Roman catholic.

Under fuch a dilem-

ma, the inquifitive faculties of the mind muft remain in

a ftate of torpid acquiefcence,
a previous and definitive ju

the truth, or falfity

or be exerted only after

dgment has been paffed upon
ot the do&rines in debate,

1 was,

therefore, foon convinced, that no confiflent Roman ca-

ments thould occur, th

—tity of your-minds;—you-will be

difturb and perplex you. .
Were your belief, indeed, grounded folely o

thority, and credit of your teachers,
of education, on the di&ates of fear, the allu

czndid.enough,_tg),refer,
it to the nature of the fubje&, not to any intention to

n the au-

on the prejudices
rem:nts of

intereft, or the horrors of a confcience Kcrpﬁually har-

rafled with the idea of difobedience and
bably might be ftaggered to fee

erefly,

who, you had feme reafon to imagine, made re

ftudy, departing from

‘te~venerate as infallible.

a fyftem, which you a
But if your taith

you pro-

one of your minifters,

ligion his
re taught
proceed

from convilion, and knowwledge of the canfe, if it be the
tefult of mature deliberation, and rational enquiry, you

_thoiic can be a candid enqui
He cannot fet out with that

falfity of a tener, which forms the leading featuge of ra-

tional inveftigation ; and yet,
painful to conclude, that a
trut! s and nature of religion
five to its merciful author.

why in reiigious enqu

cularly reftrained j as the fub

ance,
lowed us (¢)."”

it feemed that even
¢« To prove

that which is good,™ was the

fpi

a minifter of relig

red apott.e (d).

greater latitude

ion, ¢ to be ready always

rer in matters of religion.
indifference-to the truth-or—o0

at the fame time. it was

could be any ways offen-

¢« [ could never perceive
iries our reafon fhould be parti-

je& is of fingular import-

all things, and hold faft
important advice of an in-

I regarded it as an eflential duty of

to give an

It foon became paintul to regard fuch fellow-
| chriftians, fome of whom are very ncar my beart, as
Men of fenfe and education too often make a merit of fraying widely from the only road to happinef(s by re-

fufing to fubmit to a church, out ot the pale of which

no falvation can be had,

bet 1 diimifled the cruel idea with
rotefled contempt and indignation,

gut with it a leading

principle of my former belief was abandoned. i know

where a writer muft aﬂ':g

ngenious apologifts in England,
to be liberal, it he mean to

be read, have laboured hard to palliate the feverity of

this unpo,ular tenet,

3 a Others have rejeéted it, as no
Id enough to article ot ¢hrir creed, But neither the fophiftry of the
If, however, former, nor the incorfift ncy ot the latter cai do aw.y
be adoftrine fo expreflly delivered in every public cates

chifm, and profeflion of faith.

to tem, nor the infaulitility of the Koman church, are

Neither travy/abflantia-

tau ht more explicitly as articles of faich, than the im-

that my fAender polfibility of being [aved out of 1be communion of thi church,
hat Roman catholics prorefs fome teacts fu
merary, and inimical to chriftian faith, ey

rnu-
the

epinics of a protettant s but chat proteitants of fenfe
and education are in a fate of damnation, muft be the

religious belief of a confifient Roman catholic,

Look into

any ome of your own writers upon controverfy. and
you will find this argument repeatedly made ule ot ;
¢ Proteftants allow 1alvation to koman catholics; but

the two,”

and Roman catholics do sst allow falvation to proteitantss
therefore the Roman catholic religion is the 1afeft of

In the hiftory of the follies and depravity of mard,
there does not occur a ftronger inftance of bot:, than
that fuch an article thouid be interwoven 1nto the texe

ture of his belief,

Nor can the effiontery of taile rea-

foning offer a greater iniuwit to common 'ente, than to

ith plead tic uncharitabreneis of a tenet as an argument

for its truth. But when we confid-r further, that this
barbarous tenet laid the firft toundations tor the cruel
herefy of the p:riecutors (i), who under pretext of
compeliing men into the only road to heaven, and fav.
ing their fouls, inflited on them torments, wnich hu.
manity fhudders to relate, that notw:thitand:ng the e-
normities occafioned by this tenet, it was promulged

berefy, avbich is the army of anticbriff, fasdixg in the boly

places of

the church ; them lot thofe, wWho ure in Judia be-
That take bemfeives 1o the miuntans: that isy let thife, ache
of all &reim Chrifiexdam betake themjslves 10 thejoripiures. For
n Corifiendsms is the trwe Yudea, the misntains are tbe

auritings of the prophets axd apefiles. But avke apore cught
all cbrifiians, at this time, 10 bave recourfe to the feripe
tures? Becaufs at this tims, fince berefy vas inpelded tbe
churckes, the divine feriptures only cun affs-d u praof of
genmine chrifiamity, axd a rofuge to thofe, awbo are de-
Jfircus of arrivisg at 1he truth of faith.  Fo merly it cond
be ewinced by verious means, which was the true church
of Chrifl, avbich the church of he gemsless bui at prejent
thers is no otier methed lft to thef., wbo ure wiling te
difeover the true church of Chrift, but oy the [eriptures oniy.

and
comman

avby ? Becaufe berefy bas all ourward cbjirvaxces 3
avith ber. If ‘@ man, therefere, ve difirous of

knoaving tre trae church of Chrifl, Bow awii' ke o¢ able to

thould beal..

do it, amidfi fo great & refimblance, bus by the fcriptur s

confufion

nly 2 Wherefore owr Lord forqjecing. thas [uch agreas
o things awould iake pluce in the laiter duys, or-

ders the chrifians avbo are in Chrifl.ndom, and defirou: of
n honett fearch into the arrivisg at the firmxefs of faith, 10 are reconrfe to noe
thing but the ferspiures; tor if they fbonld ook xp to any
thing elie, they awill b:[uuu.ym und avil! peryd, asmat

underfiaxdixg awbich s 1

hom. 49.

noav be the advice o)

bouring

rather difcoxraged from coafult'sg the feriptures,
decifions_of popes and couxeils
¢ Let x5 mot atiend to the epiniens of
bust Lt ws emquire ixto the thirgs themfelves,

red ts t

Corinth, bom. 13.

the maxny ;

can have nothing to fear even from a deliberate attempt

to raife doubts in your minds.

God requires no more

uf any man, than his true and hearty endeavours to be

faved; and tbeir end
whofe reafon and conicience tell them,
If thefe faithful guides (peak

way to falvation. ' t
to your hearts, continue to liften to their fa-

langua
ving leffons § continue to be happy.

savours can uever

be incffettual,
they are in the
fuch a

But let no fecu-

rity whatever, no convition of your exchgfive happinefs
fo warp your underftandings, or exulcerate your heasts,

a3 to make you
who after confuming years in
difcover no wasrrisg author
admit many do&rines, whic

ronounce

For yoar fakes, I deprecate

condemnation upon thofe

unbiaffed enquiries, can
ity delegated to man, nor

b’ that aughority propofes. A
fuch unchriftian ufage, a8

an(wer to every man t

hat afketh you a reafon of the

hope that is in
a wordy-the pa

ou, with meaknefs and fear (¢).

tive injun&ion of the velov

ed difciple ot

w In Foritis abfurd,
cuniary matiers,

¢ trwe church.” In Matth, c 34+
Here I cannat belp afbing, wwbether fuch wond
& Roman caibouc ds&or 1o & perfon la-
under fimilar doudts? W.uli mot [uchb aperfon be

and refers
Acain, 10 2 2d

awbue awe will not truff ether people 1n pe-
but ¢ ufe to count and calculate o~ moxey

Jefus, ¢ not to believe every

whether they be of God (f

), was a

fpirit, but try the (pirits,
fufficient voucher

for the lawfulnefs and expediency of enquiry (g).

(a) Stats and bebaviesr of the Exglifp

rev. Mr, Berixgtos, rg. 333.
or

fpirited avork tbe axs

may abandon bis commusion ; bus 8

Jotens bis ce

cathatics, by she
In the focond edition of this

./{n spen thefs, whbe
be eriginal fentiment re-

oxrfelves, thal in uffairs of much greater coxfrquence, awe
Jbould implicstly folew tbe opinions of etbers efrecially, as
ave are poffeffed ot the mofl exalfl and perfed rule axd mea-

fare by whbich we may reg

ulate our feveral emguires, [

mean the regulations of the s1vixe lazws. Whercpore I conld

wif,

thefe things in the feriptares.”

that all of you ewenld negled «wbar this, or that
eferts for truth, and that you wosd ixvefigate all

How ene of tte moff en-

mains searly the fame.
(b) See she famoxs

creed of pepe Pins 1V,
andard of ertbedexy in the Romasn ¢
(¢) Stase and btbaviesr

well as for my own.

barch. i
boolmen won

() yud. s

of the Remax catbelics, p.159. Vi

Pas. iis. 1§

the prefemt yut 168

bghtened ds8ers of antiquity could writs this
ard tbe do8rine o) private judgment as berstical,

pafage, azd

a paradex, which all_the finsftux Jubtleties of modern

(i) If any dr8-int can be contra

Yet I fear alas! that h.Png

riod is flill at a diftance, when the charity, #

a0t unfeenly, that thinkath me evily
ings of religious antipatby. _The
too firmly 1ivetted upon the huma
any apology from thole, who op
from a favourite fyftem bears too

thall c

T

pride of opin
n mind toad
fe it. A defertion markable

upon the abas- el

bebaveth
tbe jars-

ion is advifenste
mit of abemt religion, 1

(d) 3 Thef. ©. (¢) 3
(/) 3 Jodmiv. 3.
(z) Neot to mention many

({}
Wf‘.{‘fa the sef. *

bawe reconrfe to the
will exly lay before

" 8t CL .
of St. C Ujlyb:mﬂdlfaaiﬂ)iu‘ A

other antient [atbtr:,‘lwh

iptures in all our doubls
ot the reader tweo re-
Tbis sloquens ds8or

Jus Chrifl,

avbch teackes the
If it bs faid, that t

b] 'nuyfun,

(d find it diffcult 1o nmravel,
17.

te the religion of Yoo

confiquently  heretical, it mut be that,

my anfwer 1,

juflice of perfecution for confcience’ [ake.
15 defrine b.s been tanght asd pralifed
that among pr-teftan catho=
i as ameng Romxn catholics, berghss say arife,
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