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rent paintings which were deﬁ§ne'l in celebration of the
general peace, and were to have been fhcan on the
evening of the 2ad of January laft, but prevented by
an un.ortunate accident; being revived by fubferip-
tion, and executed by the ingenious Mr. Peale, were
exnnted, and atfordedt great fatistaétion to many thou-
fands ot fpsctators, It is, perhaps, needlels here to
enter into a defcription, as a particular account of
them has been already publifhed.

We are intformed that Mr. Hallam purpofes to deli-
ver tins evening a le€ture upon heads, entirzly new, in
which he has cautiocny guarded againft every thing
that might be ¢eemed exceptionable.—~The MonNoDY
in honour ot the citicers who have nobly failen in the
caule of American liberty,- will be accompanied with
two emblematic pillars, rifing from a bafe, and termi-
nating in an urn trom which iffue tranfparent flames.—
On the bafe of one is exprefled, ¢ Sacred to bomour,”
and winding round the pillars appear the numes of
Warren, Mcntzomery, Mercer, &c.—On the bafe ot
the other is expreffed =<t Sacred to Uniox ;" and wind-
ing round the pillar appear—t¢
France, &c.”” The charaters orr the bafes and winding
round the pillars, will be made tranfparent, as well as
the flaines 1ffuing from the urns, and the whole orna-
mented with variegated foilage. : "

Capt. Ca'dwe ], in the brig Favourite, from London,
on his paflage the 13th uit. in lat. 44. long. 47. fpoke
with the thip Congrels, captain Knux, from this port,
tound to Londonderry, all well.

On Thuriday latt arrived here the fhip Providence,
captain French, trom Cork, with 150 fervants and paf-
fengers., 1 ey g

‘I'he brig Olive Branch, captain Davis, is arrived at
Bofton in 26 days from London.

The General Gates, capt. ——, is arrived at Glafgow
from Virginia, loaded with tobacco.

AxnaroLrts, May 20,

On Tueflay laft the jockey club purfe of Gxty gui.
neas was won by Benjamin Ogle, Efquire’s horfe
Badger; and the day roilowing the fubfcription purfe
was won by Mr. Dennis Griffiths horfe Gimcrack,

His mott chiritian majefty’s packet boat the Warwick,
commanded by Montieur de Siouville, arrived at New-
York, on thethird of this inftant, after a paffage of 76

_days ; tne mail is left at the pott office,

Don Diego Gardoque, has been lately appointed con-
ful of Spain in the kingdom of Great-Britain, This is
the gentleman who was long talked of as coming to A-
merica in quality of Plenipotentiary from his court to
the Unitzd States.

Wyeming, March 24, 1784.

The late breaking up of the river Sufquehanna, on
the 1gth inftant, has been the moft uncommon, and at-
tended with the moft extraordinary effects, beyond the
memory of any man now living in this country. The
uncommon feverity of the cold in the winter, congealed
the river to fuch an inconceivable thickne’s, and the
vaft depth of fnow in the open ground and woods, to-
gether with the fudden thaw and rain, contributed to
the late amszing inundation, and fwell of the ftreams,
the which upon the breaking up came down in huge
bodies, even mountains of ice, which being wedged up
in the ftraits and narrows, caufed a moft extraordinary
fwell above and below us in the day.time; and about
eleven o'clock at night, ali the waters, confined by the
amazing bodies of ice, gave way in an inftant, with the
molt alarming omens of deftiu&ion, devaftation, and
an entire depopulation of this country, and caufed fuch
an overflowing, as might fitly be termed a deluge of
waters and ice, which covered the earth almoft trom
mountain to mountain, to a moft furprifing breadth and
depth, and the whole country became like the frozen
feas ot Greenland ; the rufhing in of the waters, and
enormdus loads ot ice, were fo fudden, rapacious, and
unexpedied, that few could make their efcape, which
threw the inhabitants into the utmoit confternation, a-
mazement, and anxiety of foul, for their prefervation;
fuch of them as could, fled to the mountains and hills
in a moft confufed and hafty manner, before the flood
had furrounded them ; but O! al s for the greateft pait
of the inhabitants, their retreat was cut off, and no-
thing but immeuiate death and watery graves before
their eyes, occafioned by the rapidity and unexpected
rife of the waters which were all around them, ere they
were aware of their danger; fo that the diftrefled and
almoft defpaiiing inkabitants had no other alternative,
but to impioretthe interpofition of Almighty God, for
their deliverance and falvation ; for they could make no
eicape, either on foot, by horfe, or boaf, and were
theretore under the fatal neceflity to abide the confe.
quencecf the awful cataftrophe, be it what it might,

Such a night never was known here; O! the cries
and icieeches of mothers and children, together with
tne beafts groaning «nd bellowing, yea, every creature
crying out witk fear; while the peoples houfes, and all
their fubfttance, were inveloped with mountains of ice,
and a deluge cf waters, all 1 motion and convulfion,
fweeping all before them like a fecond Noah's flood,
Some were in their houfes, racking and tumbling in
pieces around them 5 o:hers in their hou’es and on the
roofs, hurrying along the impetuous torrent ; fome in
boats and canoes, wedged up and driving with the ice;
fome climbing and hanging on the limbs of tiees, in ut-
molft jecpardy ; others on iflands of ice, driving in hi.
deous commotion. In fhort, keen defpair brooded up.
on every brow ; for all human affiftance was denied xgc
people, and nothing but immediate death appeared to
be their pertion. 1n this, in this important crifis, it
pleafed Ged to rebuke and ftay the roud waters, in
almoft the twinkling of an eye; the whole body of ice
flopped, and removed no ‘more, which finally proved
the falvation of inany hundieds df the people; for had
the waters and ice made a fecond movement, the people
muft have all perithed j this great (alvation, we truft,
God was pleafed to grantin aniwer to the prayers and
cries of the diitrefled, otherwife, to all appearance, eve-
ry foul muft have perifhed, excepting thofe who had
made their efcape to the mountains in feafon. But O!
who is avle to delineate, to point out the horrors of
that vever to be forgotten night, or even realife them,
though vrefent, much lefs fuch as were abfent, or be-
Jieve one half when told them; Gcd was pleafed in the
midft of wrath to rememter mercy, for ever biefled be

his name. We expe&ed that the greatett part, it not

all, who had not made ‘their efcape in feafon, had pe. Sept. 3. Public French loan of

rithed ; but to our great {urprife and joy, there was but
one perion loit. who is fince found dead ; but the fitua-
tion ot hundreds was indeed tremendous. Some were
taken from their houfes all in ruins; numbers of fami-
lies were taken trom their houfes, after being driven
and hurried along the inipetuvus torrent, fome one and
others two miles, and their houfes all broken in pieces;
fome from limbs of trees, others off iflands of ice, and.a
fome the Lord knows how.
48 hours in the wrecks of houfes (wedged up in the ice
and water) before they coul! be relieved, and were al-
moft perifhed. But to behold the detolation made;
houfes and effeéts moftly facpt off and deliroyed; cat-
tle, horles, theep and iwine, moftly drowned; cloath-
ing, houthold furpiture, provifions, flax, farming uten-
fils, and other neceffaries of life, moftly driven down
the torrent, and for ever loft; our fences all gone, our
fields ot winter grain and grafs loaded with mountairs
of ice, from ten to thirty feet thick, which threaten the
lols of our former harvefd, it not even forbid the latter,

The Ulited—--Starer;~UpomTHE Whole, at a moderate computation, there are

not half the neceffaries of lite to fupport theinhabitants.
However we trult in the mercies ot God, that he who
hath in a wondertul, if not even in a miraculous man-
ner, faved fo many lives from fuch apparent awful
death, will ftill in mercy provide for them.

P. S. The inhabitants were fettled in feveral fmall
diftricts up and down the river, extending in the whole
about 15 miles in length, and had built houles on the
low langs near the river, and in compaé bodies, for
Letter defence againft the favages; the uppermoft dif.
triét is Lackawanack, and confilted of about 2o fami-
lics, their houfes all fwept off and deftioyed, except
four, the principal part of their cattle, hories, and o-
ther effets, loft. The fettlement known by the name
of Winter.oots-fort, confiftedof about 20 houfes, and
contained upwards of 10 fanulies; every houfe gone,
their goods, provifions, and other effeéts, almolit totally
loft, except cattle and horfes, a confideranle number of
which were drivea to the hills when the flood was
coming on. In the neighbourhoud of Jacob's Piains
were about 3o families, every houfe gone and deftroyed,
except three, and them much damaged, the greatef
part of their cattle, horfes, and other effets, 1.ft and
deftroyed, In the lower part of Kinglton were a7
houfes and upwards of 3o families, every houte carried
off. *and laid in ruins, their cattle, horfes, and cther
beafls, tctally drowned, even to a fingle creature (ex-
cept the cattle and horfes belonging to three families)
all other of their ¢ffects almoft totally loft. At shawa.
nefe aiftri¢t were upwards of 4o fami.ies, living in 30
houfes, on the low l.nds, 25 of which loufes were
fuept off and deftroyed, and the others inuch damaged,
cattle and ho:fes aimoit totally drowned, and the great-
eft part of their other effeéts loft and dettroyed. Wilkf-
barne diftrict is the iargett neighbourhood, and is built
on high lands, was about five feet under water, feveral
houfes damaged, and fomne cattle and horfes, and other
efft &s, drowned and loft. A number of houfes in o-
ther parts of the fcttlement were fwept off and torn in
pieces, cattle, horfes, goods, provifions, and other ef-
fects loft. The greateﬁ part of the fheep and fwine, in
all our fettlements, are drowned. In the whole fettle-
ments there are at leaft 150 dwelling houfes fwept off,
and rendered unfit to live in, befides all other buildings,
numbers of houfes driven'a mile, others fewen miles,
and there left in ruins, others lying in pieces all over
the low lands, and fome not heard of yet. The dif-
trefles of the war obliged us to build on our low lands,
yet few or none were cver expofed to danger before this
time, the water and ice having rifen 12 or 15 feet higher
than ever was known in our fay:, and in fome turns of
the river 25 feet higher than what it ufually raifed in
former frefhes, and was fo fudden, that after the banks
were overflowed, and the water had begun to te in the
houfes, it raifed 1o feet perpendicular in 35 minutes,
and almoft from mountain to mountain,

This is the diftreffed and unhappy fituation of the
unfortunate inhabitants of Wyoming, who have fuffered
every danger this fide death, during the diltreflcs of the
war, many of their moft near and tender connettions
baving bled and fallen, and their whole country laid
wafte by the relentlefs fury of the {avages,

Extralls from the journal of congrefs,

April g, Congrefs took into confideration the report
of a grand committee, appointed to prepare and report
to congrefs, the arrears of intereft on the national debt,
together with 1he intereft and expences of the year 1784,
from the firft to the laft day thereof inclufive, and a re-
?uiﬁtion of money on the ftates for difcharging the
.lame,

The report of the grand committee being as follows :

Refelved, That there will be wanting for arrears of
interelt, and for the intereft and fervices of the prefent
year 1784, from the firft to the laft day thereof inclu.
five, the following fums, exprefled in dollars, tenths
and hundredths of dollars,

The civil department, -~
The military department, -
The marine department, -
Purchafes of Indian rights of
foil, and the incidental ex-
pences, - -
Contingencies, - &

107,625.33
200,000
30,000

60,000
60,000
28,
Debts contralted and ftill AR
unpaid for the fervices of
378s and 1783, -
Infreft on the national debt
as follows. I

ForgiaoN DEBT.

e ' 1,000,000

1783,
D:c7. 31. Three years intereft on
the Spanith loan of
150,000 dollars, at ¢
per cent, - 23,500
1783,
Dec. 31. Spanith loan, - 7.500
Private French loans of”
4 million livres, at ¢

per cent. -
1784,

June 1, Dutchloanof 1,800,000
florins, at g per cents 4,000

———

23,550

37,037
44537

e Et s Pl

Some were 34 #nd-others * -

34 milion livres, at
s per cent, - 223,000
Nov. . Dutch loan of 10 mil.
lion livre:, guaran-
% teed by France, -
ec 41. Spanifh loan, -
i l?riute French loans,

7474
71509 Tl Mk
32,037 =
e 375,611
DoMesTiC DEBT.

1782,

Dec. 31. Loan - office  debt,
11,473,803.26 at 6
per cent, -

Liquidated debt,
701,404 at 6 per
cent -

Army debt 5,635 618
at 6 per cent. -

1,184,176

31,042

676,273 '
. 1881490
Deduéttherequifition
of Sept. 3, 1782, 1,200,000
749,080
43,034

1783,

Dec. 31. Loan-office debt, -
Liqui 1ated debt, -
Unliquidated debt of

8 million dollars,
fuppole one third
nopvmiquidned, at
6 per cent, -
Army debt, -
1734,

Dec. 31. Loan.office debt, -
Liquidated debt, -
Unliquidated  debt,

fuppofe the whole
now liquidated, - 480,000
Army debt, - 33%,136
. — —— 1,000,170

160,000
33%,136
749,089
41,034

1,189,270

——

5,;80?103.“

Total - -

The committee were apprifed that the refolutions of
congrefs of Aprii the 18th, 1783, had recommended to
the feveral ftates the raifing an annual revenue, by the
eftablithment of certain impofts, for the puipoie ot dit-
chaiging the national debt, principal and interet; but
it occuried to them, that thole recommendations weie
ftil before feveral ot the legiflatures ; that however de.
firabie 2 compliance therewith is for the prefervaticn of
our taith, and ettablifhment ot a national credit, yetas
tinie has already elapfed, and more muft elaple before
their final confirmaticn can be hop.d, as, a'ter it fhall
be obtained, time will alfo be requitite to advaicr the
plan to the term of atual collection, good tauh re.
quires, that in the mean while other m-aluics fhoud he
reforted to for the purpote of difcharging the gicwing
interelt.

In the ftatement of the intereft due at the clofe of the
year 1783, the committee have fuppoled its amourt | f.
fened by 1 200 coo dollars, requited and apportioned
by the refolutions of congrefs ot september the 4th and
10th, 1783, and appropriated to the fole parpole of
paying the intereft of the public debt, This requifiticn
gave licence to the ftates to apply fo much as thouid be
neceflary of their relpeive quotas of it to the payment
of interzft due on certificates 1ffued from th.e loan-ofhce §
of their own ftates, and other liquidated debts of the §
United States contracted therein, Hence they fuppofe |
it has hagpened, that the actual payment of thefe quo-
tas have been uncommunicated to the office of finance
for the United States. The committee are of opinion,
that the fates thould be defired to communicate to the
fuperintendent of finance, the payments they: bave
made under this requifition and where they have been
incomrletc, to haften their completion, as the means
fill relied on by congrefs for the difcharge ot that part
of the intereft of the public debt. And while on this
fubjeét, they beg leave to add, that from the re'prelent?'-
tion to congrefs by the minifter of France, reterred to
this committee, they learn, that in fome of the ftates, 3
difcrimination has taken place between the citizens of
their own, and fubje&s or citizens of other countries,
which was not authorifed by the faid refoiution: theyare
of opinion, that fuch ftates fhould be requsited to re-
vife and reform their proceedin s herein, and fo
extend the benefits of this provifion equally and
impartially to all perfons within its defcription.’

Your committee came then to confider in what way it
would be beft to call for the fums requifite for the fer-
vices beforeftated : and they thought it their dutyia
the firft place to enquire, whether no furplufes might
remain on former requifitions of Congre.s, after 1t
purpofes were cff-&ted to which they were originally
agproprialed ; under an affurance that it would be both
the duty and the fenfe of Congrefs to apply fuch fur-
plufes, 1n every inflance, towards leffening the next
requifitions on the Rates. They found in faét that fuch
a furplus would remain on the requifition of Ogtober
30, 1781, for eight millions of doﬂan for the fervices
of the enfuing year ; and that this furplus would be
great from the following circumf@ances s That requifi.
tion was eftimated on fuppofition, that the continental
army would be completed by the fates, to its full ctta.
blithment ; and that cloathing, fubfitence and other
neceflaries for fuch an army, muft of "courie be pro-
vided, The fates were far fhort of producing fuch an
army, Hence the calls for money were proportionaly
abridged. It was eftimated too on the further fuppofi-
tion that we might be difappointed in the endeavours
we were then exerting to borrow money both at home
and abroad, and ot courfe that the whole muft be fup-
plied by taxes. Loans Fiowever were obtained, and the
furplus increafed by this fecond caufe. A third cir-
cumftance has further enlarged it. The payments 02
this requifition bave been Imall and fow. Hence, ine
ftead of money, thofe who ferved amd" fupplied the U-
nited States have received certificates only that money
is due to them, and thefe debts have been transferred
to the fund propoted to be raifed by way.qf impoft:
fo that tho' the d.bts exift, they are removed from this
to another fund. To know then tue amount of this
furplus, the committee extended their enquiiies to the
fums aually received under this requifition, the pure
pofes to which they have be¢n apyligﬁ. and anticipae
ons thereof &ill unfatitcd. They found that 1486511.71




