AT P

."1*’,_

ey : ‘ ‘
THe foeafure propdfed is a meafure of necefiity. Re-
ated experiments have fhewn, that the rcvenue to
g: raifed within thefe ftates is altogether inadequate to

the public wants. The deficiency can oniy” be fup-.
piied by loans, Qur applications to the foreigmpowers,
on whole friendthip we depend, have had a fuccefs far
fhort of our neceflities. 1 he next refource’is to bor-
rqw from individuals. Thefe wit neither be a&uated
by generofity nor reafons of ttatze *Tis to their in.
terest alone we nuft appeal. ‘o conciiiate this, we
muft not oniy ftipulate a proper compenfation for what
they lend, but we muit give fecunty tor the perfor-
mance— Ne muft pledge an afcertainzd fundj fimple
and produltive in its natuie; general in its principle,
and at the ditpofal of a fingle will. There cun be little
confldeh-® in a fecurity under the conftant revifal of
thicteen ditferent deliberatives. It muft, once for all,
be defined and eitablithed on the faith of the ftates
4rlenmnly pleaged to each other, and not revocabledy
any without a brea. h of the genera! comp:et. :

*Iis by fuch expedients that nations, whofe refources
are underftocd, whofe reputations and governments are
erefted on the foundation of ages, are enadled to 05-
tain a fo1d and extenfive credit. Would it be 1eafon-
able in us to kope tor more exfy terms, who have fo re-
cently affumed our ra. k among the nations? Is it not
to be expect:d, that individuals will be cautious in
lending th-ir money to apzopie in our circumftances;
and that they will at lealt require the beit (ccurity we
can give?

We hLave an enemy vigilant, intriguing, well ac.
quainted with our defefts and embarratiments. We
may expect that he wiil make every effort to initil dif-
fidences into individuals, and in the prefent poiture of
our internal affairs, he will have too plaufisle ground
on wnich to tread. Our necefiitiss have obliged us to
embrace meafures with refpect to our public credit,
calculated to inlpire d firut. The prepofie(lions on
this article mutt naturaliy be againft us, and it 1s there.
fore indifpenfable we fhould endeavour to remove them,
by fuch means as will be the moit obvious and fttriking.

It was with thefe views congrefs determined oa a ge-
neral fund; and the one they have recommended muit,
upon a thorough examination, appear to have fewer
inconveniences than any other,

It has been remarked as an effential part of the plan,
that the fund fhould depend on a fingle will.  This wiil
not be the cale unlefs the colleétion, as well as the ap-
propriaticn, is under the contrcul of the United States;
tor it is evident, that after the duty isagreed upon, it
may in a great meafure be defeated by an ineffeétual
mode of levying it, I'he United States have a com-
mon intereft in an vniform and equally energetic cols
le€tion ; and not only policy, But julticeto all the parts
of the union, defignatesthe utility of lodging the power
of making it where the intereft 1s common. Without
this it might-in reality operate as a very uwequal fax,

Third objection, ¢ That by granting to congres
a power to colle€t monies from the commerce of thele
ftates inaefinitely as to time and quantity, and fer the
expenditure of which they are not to be accountabvle
to the ftates, they would become independent of their
conftituents, and (o the propsfed impoft is repugnant
to the liberty of the United states.”

Admitting the principle of this obiedion to be true,
ftill it ought to have no weight in the prefert cale, be-
caufe there is np analogy between the principle and
the fa&.

Firtt. The fund propofed is fufficiently definite as
to time, becaule it 1s only co-extenfive with the ex-
ittence of the debt contrafted and to be contradted in
the courfle of the war. Congrefs are puriuaded that
itis asremote from the intention of their conftituents
to perpetuate that debt, as to extingwifh it at once by
a faithlefs neglect of providing the means to fuifil the
public engagements. Their abitity to difcnarge it in
a moderate time, can as little be doubted as tieir in-
clination, and the moment that debt ceafes, the duty,
fo far as refpes the prefent provifion, ceafes with it.

The refolution recommending the duty, fpecifies the
obje& of it to be the difcharge of the principal and in-
tereft of the debts already contratted, or whi:ch may be
contratted on the faith of the United States for fup-
porting the prefent war.

Secondly. The rate per cent, is fixed, and it is not at
the option of the United States to increafe it. Though
the produ& will vary according to the variations 1n
trade; yet as there is this limitation of the 1ate, it can.
not be properly faid to be indefinite as to quantity.

By the contederation, congrefs have an abfolute dif-
«retion in dgtermining the quantum of revenue requifire
for the nattonal expenditure. When this is done, no-
thing remains for the ftates, feparately, but the mode
of raifing, No ftate can difpute the obligation to pay
-the fum demanded without a breach of the confedera-
‘tion'y and when the money comes into the treafury the
appropriation is the exclufive province of the faderal
government, This¥ provifion of the confederation
:(without which it would be an empty form) compre.
hends in it the principle in its fulleft latitude, which
objection under confideration treats as repugnant to.
the liberty of the United States, to wit: an indefinite
power ot prefcribing the quantity of meney to be raifed,
and of appropriating it when raifed.

If it be faid that tRe ftates individually, having the
collettion in their own hands, may refufe'a compliance
with exorbitant demands, the contederation will an.
fwer, that this is a point of which they have no confti.
tutronal liberty to judge. Such a refufal would be an

- exertion of power, not of right, and the fame power
which coud difregard a requifition made on the au-
tharity of tre coniederation, might at any time arreft
the collc€lion of the duty. i

The fame kind of refponfibility which exifts with re-
fi to the expenditore of the money furnithed in the

rms hitherto pra€tifed, would be cqually applicable to
" the revenue from the imports,

.The truth is, the fecurity intended to the general
‘liberty in the confederation, confifts in the frequent
ele@ion, and in the rotation of tire members of con-
grefs, by which there i a conffant and an effectual
check upon thema  This is the lecarity which the peo.

: plein every fate enjoy againft the ufurpatiors of their

J

""infernal governinents; and it is the.true fource of fe-
. ~SNNty.In a reprefentative  republic, The ‘govermment, -

" fo conltituted, ought to have tht means neceflary to
anlwer the end of-its inftitution, By wéakening its

bhands tco-much it mmay be rendertd incapable of pro-
viding for the interior harmony,” or the exterior de-
fence of the ftate,

The imeafure in queftion, if not within the letter, is
within the fpirit of the confederation. Congrefs, by
that, are eMpowered to borrow money for the ufe of
the United States, and by implication, to concert the
means necefisry to accomplith the end. But without
infiting upon this argument, if the confederatign has
not made proper provifion for the exigencies ¢f the
ftates, it will be at all times the duty of congrefs to
fuggeft turther provifions; and when their propofals
are fusmitted to the unanimous confent of the ttates,
they can never be charged with-exceeding the bounds
ot their truft. Such a confent is the bafis and {anction
of the confederation, which expreflly, in the 13th ar-
ticle, empowers congrefs to agres to and propolc fuch
additional provifion.

The remarks hitberto made, have had reference
principally to the future protecution of the war, There
@ill remains an intercfing light in which the fubjeét
ought to be viewed.

I he United states have already contrated debts in
Europe, and in tins country, for which their faith is
pedged.  The capital ot this debt can cnly te dif-
charged by degrzes; butafund fer this purpole, rnd
for paying the interet annualiy, on every principle of
poiicy ard juitice, ocunlit to be provided. The omif-
fion wii Le tie d-epeft ingratitude and crusty tca
large nuirber of menitonn us ndividuais, whe, in the
mait critical pericds ot riie war, have advertured their
fortunes 1n {upport of our intependence. It would
{tamp the naticnai char €ter with indelible difgrace.

An annual piovition for the purpoie will be too pre.
carious [t its continuince and application were cer.
tain it wouid not aford complete relief.  With many,
the regular payment ot i.tsiett, by occafioral zrants,
wou d fuffice; but with mnavy more 1t would not,
Theie want the ufe of the princapal itfe f, and thzy have
a right to it; out fince it .3 not 1 our power to pay cff
the principal, the next expedisnt is to fund tuc debt
ard render tie Tidences o1 1t negoticble,

Befides the «dvaniage to individuais fiom this ar-
rangeient, the active ftock of the nation would ve in-
creaied by tne whole amount of the domeitic uebr, and
cf courfe the abuites: or the community to contiibute
to thre public wants  Tle nationzl credit wouid revive
and tta..d hereafier on a tecure bafis,

This was anoth 1 object ct the propofed Cuty,

1fat be conceded that a tiiniiar tuud is neceffary, it
can hardly be difputed that the cne recommended is
the moft eligibie. It has been aiready fh=wn that it
aff=fts ail prts of the commuw ity, in proportion to
their confuicpugn, and has theretare the beit preten-
fions to equuity. It is the molt agrceable tax to the
pevpie rhat can ve impofed, becaufz it is paid infznfibly
and fcemsto Le voiuntary.

It may pertiaps be unagined that it is unfavourable
to commesce, but the contrary can eatily be demon-
ftrated. It has been teen that it dves not diminifh the
profit of the merchant and of courie can be no dimi-
nut cn of his inducem=nts to trade, it is too moderate
In 1ts amount to dilcoursge the consumption of ime
ported goods, and cannut on thit account absidge the
extent of imporrations, [r it even had this effeét it
would be an advantage to (ommerce by leffening the
propoition of our imports to our expoits, and incimning
the balance in favour of this counrry,

The principal thing to be contuited for the advance.
ment of ccmmerce, is to piomote exports. All im.
pedime: ts to thefe, either by way of , rolitbition or by
increafing the prices of native commodities, decrefing
by that means their fale and confumprion at foreign
markess, are injurious. Duties on exports have this
operation. For the fame reafons, taxes on pofleflions
and the articles ot cur.own growth or manutaéture,
whether in the forin 0. a land tax, excife, or any other,
are more hurtiul to trade thun impoft duties. The
tendency of all fuch taxes is to increafe the prices of
thofe articles which are the ebjects of exporeation, and
to enable others to underfel us abroad. The tarmer,
if he pays 2 heavy land tax, muit endeavour to get
more for the prod:éts of his farm : the miechanic and
labourer, 1f they find the neceffarics of life grow dearer
by an excite, muft endeavour to exact higher wages.:
and thele caufes wii produce an increale of prices witn-
in, and operate againit foreign commerce.

t is not, however, to ve inferred, that the whole
revenue ought to be drawn from imports; all extremes
are to be rejected. ‘I he chiet thing to Le attended to
is, that the weight of the tax:s fall not too heavily in
the firit inttance upon paiticurar parts of the commnus
nity. A judicious diftribution to’ ali kinds of taxable
property, is a firtt principe in taxation., ‘Ihe ten.
dencv of thefe obfervations'is oniy to fhew, that taxes
on pofleflions, on articies of oar own growth and ma-
‘nufatture, are more prejudicial to traue than duti:s on
imports.

The oblervations which conclude the letter on which
thefe remarks are made, naturaily lead to refleQions
that leferve the iferious attention of every member of
the union. Th:re is 4 happy mean between tuo much
confidence and wxceflive jealoufy, in which the health
and profperity of a ftate confit, Either extreme is a
dangerous vice; the firlt is a temptation to men in
f:owcr to arrogate more than they bave a right to—the
atter enervates government, prevents (yftem in the ad-
miniftration, deteats the moft falutary meafures, breeds
confufion in the ftate, difgufts and difcontents amon
the people, and may eventually prove as fatal to liberty
as the oppofite tesnper,

It is certainly pernicious to leave any government in
a fituation of refponfibility difproportioned to its power.

‘I'bé conduét of thé'war is intrufted to congrefs, and
the public expeQation turned upor them without any
competent means at the€ir command to fatisfy the im-
portant trut, After the moft full and folemn delibe-
ration, undera colletive view, of all the public dif-
ficulties, they recommend a meafure which appears to
them the corner ftone of the public fafety.q, they fee this
meafure fufpended for: near two years—partially com.
plied with by fome of the ftates, reje@ed by ane of .
them, and in r ‘on that account to be fruftrated ;

the poblic enibarraf{ments every gday: jncreafing, the
diffatiafalion’ of-the army growing more foricus, tive 0
other crecitors of the public clamouring for juftice;
both'irritated by the delay of mealures tor their prefent

reliet or future fecurity,:the ho s
couraged to protraft tz;' war, F‘c\: g{fx"':."?"'f‘
deprefled Ly an appearance of reniflnef ;:}’ friend
z;:i:ngr:vzg:ﬁ_ourpzr:l, cho"g"'ﬁ baraffed, the 1:::
ater cring and t i { 5
A g € nationai fatety ':r the my
This ftate of things cannot burbe extremely na}
to gongr:fs, and appear to your committe
their duty to be urgent to obuiate the evily
1t 1y pregnamt;
Rejelved, I'hat congrefs agree to the faid
: © [To be continued.)
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Forthe MARYLAND GAZETTE

IN a late Baltimore paper, the author of a fiftyy
epittie has attempted to exhibit the charaQer of“}'n
tendant in a ludicrous light, and a fubfequent e

3 wn
with a wonderful affeétation of 8TaVity, has refyeq s
whi rfical pofitions and reafoning of the former ¥
plealed that due credit has bzen given to the ﬁxﬁ.f‘ 5
d=l1-acy*of bis fatire; and 1 admire the ingtuu,:”'
played by the latter, for the emolument ot thofe hyc
readérs, who cannot comprehend, that a Sl «..:
may fpeak one thing, and mean the reveife, 1PJ'
opinion, they have bo'h too lhightly handleq alut'l
which mervs a very different treagment, To bc'r;:;
mere crearure of the aflembly, an officer urkiion
the conttitution, (o tar elated with the 1d a5 of };,,n-
portance, as to mlume a contioul of the lug,rcn..’q_,'.'
tive power, ditpofing in an arbitrary manner of he o4
lic tresfure, difpeniing with the mett pofitive |
aiming to reduce every officer in-the governm
Bavith dependence on his will and pleatu;e
might indeed excite merriment, it the au
interdant, itke that of Sancho in his gov
nothing mere than a folemn mockery,
¢.flulved whenever it had- fulfilled the Purpoles
aumiuiement, ‘) he temper, talents, and princlples
the intendant, are armirably calculated: for impiori
tie authority he pas oace gained—he ftands on too ¢
a bafis to be fhaken by the flight blafts of ridicyle
thill therefore confider the powers of the intendant ;.i
al pothble plainnefs and freedom, and examine fom
paits of his adminiftration; (o far at-leatt as the | hts
am poffeded ot enabie inc to fpeak with cer
precifion. :

Foi a confiderable time, almoft the whole weizht
public affairs was impofed on the governor and xgur.:‘
by a variety of aéts and refolves, It was impofiible
them, or any other tody of men, to manage every
with advantage. The people were burthened with f
vere taxes, which, trom the mifcondu& or negligence
colle€tors, and the great wafte and deftruion of fpe
fics, produced liitle to the treafury. This was an ¢
of the firlt magnitude, and the affembly pudged wife
when they determined to commit the fuperintendance
the tax, and the management of fpecifics, to a fin
man; but in framing the bill, they went far bejc:
their firlt ideas—they feem, indeed, to- have been i
fluenced by a defive of punifhing a fet of men, for n
doing more than was poflible—they did not accurate!
diftinguifh between the peculiar duties of an executiv
and the power, which might, with propriety, be de.
gated to an intendant, To this fingle man, then, the
commutted aioad, which none but an Atlas could fuf
tain—to part even the intendant, [ am.told, otjeéted i
the ftrongelt terms—the humour of his confituent
however, prevaiied; and the loofe, indefinite, genery
terms, ot tie iaw might, without great violence, 2dmi
ot the conftiuction, which pruduced that memorab;
conteit between rival powers, on thefe very importas
points—whether any new-created officer of the govers
ment can be exempt from the fuperintendence of the ex
ecutive; and whether the executive could be fubjelted
to the controul of a new-created officer—thefe poizt
might poflibly admit an eafy decifion; but the quetiod
has never been determined,

. toanipeét public preperty, to prevent wafte, deftro
tion, or embeazlement, to fuperintend the oolic@ion o
the tax, to fell fpecific articles, and to prepare efimate
for the information of the legiflature, was, undoubtediy,
the proper department of an intendant, and power
competent to the occafion ought to have beenconterred
but to empower the intendant to examine and curtai
accounts, atter pafling the auditor, and whilft they wer
ftillliabie "to be cuitailed by the gevernor and council
was unneceffary—it heid out the ilhberal 1dea, that, un
lefs the intendant ¢ overlooked all,” the ftate might b
injured Ly a combination ot its creditors with the exe
cutive, and the auditor. The trouble, vexation,-and
real difficulty, of going through fo many offices, before|
an order cowd he obtained, and the neceffity of receiv.
ing oaly one half, or waiting many years tor the wkole,
excited univerfal difguft, and contributed to reduce
public credit to a fuill inore deplorable condition—this
branch of the intendant’s authority no ionger exiits, al-
though it faved mouey to the ftate; for, in many-in-
ftances, accounts have been curtailed by the intendant;
and there have not been wanting fome, where they bave
been totaily rejefled, atter pafling the auditor, aad
meeting with ti.e approbation of the executive.

The power of releafing or compounding on contrads,
and of apportioning money among the ditferent depart-
ments, 1 conceive altogether improper, unleis it can be
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other, except by office, wouid be more apt to mifspply
the public treature, than a fingle man, who, if afhiladle
at all, cannot fail of being expofed to the wily arts of
flattery and feduction. I cannot entertain the ungenc.
rous f{ufpicion, that intereft dictated thefe two laft ex-
ceptionable claufes in the bill; experience foon eviaced,
that it was better to fubjeét thie money brought into tke
treafury to the dire&ion of the governor and counci
alone, and to them alone does the direQion at prefest
legally belong, s ’

To the firlt year of the intendant’s adminiftration,

-thall only objett, that he, by .no means, anfwered the
- expefation 1 had entertained of the utility of the office

1 lament the want of an opportunity of examiningat
leifure the report, which gaﬁ::; him ¥o much credit at
the laft feffiqn ; notwithRanding its.very favourable ree
ception, it did not appear to me, that taxes had been
better colle@ed, the pubiic debts better -levied, orfpe-
cifics managed to-a:greater advantage ; ‘it indeed con-
tained information retpeting the amount of red, blick
and mt.'uu/pul ftate maoney, with fome-other matier
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