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by the United States in congrefs affembied.

(xxxvfmh YeAr.) .

yARY LA N-D G
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\ ”.;}.'DATIONS to the {everal ftates,
EYCS,; ‘lyumd ctates in congrels affembled, April

i, 17353 !

ResoLVED by nine ftates,

gyv'HAT it be recommended to the feveral
* 2 hates, as inditpenfably neceflary to the re-

bt %\ goration ot public credit, and to the punc-
T Ut P :

;1 X ¢ual and honourab'e difcharge of the pub-

iz debts, to invelt the Unied states in

fembled, with a power to levy for the ufe of

<tates, the foliowing duties upon goods 1m-

o the 14:d thates from any foreign port, iland,

L on.
| ram of Jamaica proof,

¢« Allcharges of war and all other expences
be incurred for the common
fare, and allowed by the United

‘buildings and improvenents thereon,
according to fuch mode as th:

"‘ 1 .
i thereof it s deciared and concluded,

s galien 4 goths of adellar.
do.

21 other goods a duty of five per cent. ad valo-
at the time and place of 1.nportation.

i3ed that none ot the {aid duties fhall be applied
12y other purpofe than the difchirge of the int reit
- snncipal of the debts contr éted on the faith of the
states, for fupporting the war, agreeaoly to the
n of the 16th day of December lait, nor be
+d for a longer term than ag years; and pro-
: the collectors of the faid “duties {hali be ap-
by the ftates within whick their offices are to
Gively exercifed; but when fo appointed, fhall
e amenabie to and removeable by the United States
a corgrefs affembled, alone; and in cafe any ftate thall
.t make fuch appointment within one month arter
iven for that purpofe, the appointment may be

and tranfiitted to the United States in

point.

Jollow

(p A PER No. 1)
Livres,
Due to the farmers general of
France - -
To individuals in France,
on unliquidated accts.
eftimated -
To the crown of France,
including a loan of
10,600,000 borrowed in » 28,000,090
Holland, and for which |
France is guarantse, J
To diito, a loan tor 1783,

} 1,000,600

3,000,030

That it be fuither recommended to ths feveral ftates,
1 etablifh for a term limited to 35 years, and to appro.
sateto the difcharge of the interelt and principal of the
ieots contraéted on the faith ot the United States, for

io;porting the war, fubitantial and eff.&ual revenues 6,000,000
o lich -pature as they may judge mofit convenient, tor —_—
ixp ying their refpedtive proportions cf 1,500,000 dol- 18,000,000

at g livres 8 fous per dol.

To lenders in Holland, received in
part of the loan contraéted for by
Mr. J. Adams, 1 678,000 florins,
Borrowed in Spain by Mr. Jay, -

55 aonually, exclufive of the aforementioned duties,
1sich preportion fhall be fixed and equa'ifed from time
wtire, according to the rule which 1s or may be pre-
ribed by the articles of confederation; and in cafe
i revenues eftablithed by any ftate, fhali at any time
sl afum exceeding its actual proportion,

T the excels
L1l e refunded to it ; and in cafe the revenues of any 30,000,0c0 livres .
i+ hall be found to be deficient the immediate de-
ceacy fhall be made up by fuch ftate with as litte
{227 23 poffible, and a future deficiency guarded againt
b a1 enlargement of the revenucs citablithed ; provi-

¢4, that until the rule of the confederation can be car-

Foreign debt, ift January, 1783
Dometftic debt.

On loan office certificates, re-
7 duced to fpecie value, } 11,463,303

&4 into praltice, the proportions of the {aud 1,500,000 D

i:'im thall be gl.follows, viz. < g‘;ft:ﬁ unpaid for :;::' ;g:':zg.

38}:;:&?::" 221’7:' g;::v::;ed 1’:'“;3 Credit to fundriesin treafury books, 638,043

M. years | virginia EE Qe D .

t,"cnn:é't'\cut 133,091 NorthACarol‘!na 109,006 Eg:ﬂ:‘l“:?:t‘n‘j:gr’uﬂI:Tntlid :E13'°°°'°°°

New.York 118,243 South-Carolina 96,183 greeable to the a&t ot 21d of 5,000,600

%ew-{]e‘rfey 33,358 | Georgia 16,030 S e Jag j A

ennfylvania 205,189 LR e i

The faid laft mentioned revenues to be cclleted by ;;‘;‘fli::‘i‘cyn?suient:;;r;vaf‘ue;pofc o 3 ggz’ggz

’ ) )

petfons appointed as aforelaid, but to be carried to th:
frante credit of the ftates within which they fhall be
wile&ed, 5

That an annual account of the proceeds and applica-
tea of all the aforementioned revenucs, hall be mude
vt and tran(mitted to the (everal fates, diftinguithing On the foreign debt,
tie proceeds of each of the fpecified articles, and the § per cent. -
amount of the whole revenuedeceived from each ftate, On the domeitic debt,
together with the allowances mada to the feveral officers
saployed in the collection of the faid revenues. :

That none of the preceding refolvtions fhall take ef-
£ untid 211 of them fhall be acceded to by every ftate,
t%er which unanimous acceffion, however, they thall
t¢ confidered as forming a mutual compaét among all ’ 7
122 ffates, and (hall be irrevocable by any one or more T HE committee, confiiting of Mr.
¢ithem without the concurrence of the whoie, or of 2 Madifon, and Mr. Fitzifimmons,
majority of the United States in congrefs affembled. .red the letter of soth November,
_Thatas a further means, as well of haftening the ex.
tisguihment of the debts, as of eftablithing the har-
aony of the United States, it be recommended to the three heads, : the reafons
faes which have paffed no aéts towards complying compliance with c
with the refolutions of congrefs of the 6th of Septem- duty on imports and prize goods;
ter and 10th of O&ober, 1780, relative to the ceflion
of tesritorial claims, to make the liberal ceflions therein
“‘Sommcnded, and to the ftates which may have pafled
s complying with the faid refolutions ‘in part only,
to revile and compiete fuch compliance.

That as a more conyenient and certain rule of afcer- i ) e
tining the proportions to be fupplicd by the ftates re- utility. The followin obfervations,
fpeBively to the common treafury, the following altera. each head of the objeétions,
uon in the articles.of confederation and perpetual fatistadtory an(wer to the whole.
tnion, between thefe fates, be and the fame 1s hereby bjed
agreed to in cewgrefs; and the feveral ftates are advifed unequal in its operation,
to. agthorile their reipe@ive delegates _to tubfcribe and commercial _ Rates, and fo woulid prefs
natify the fame as part of the fxif infrument of union,' upon that ftate, which draws its chief
1R e words following,. to wita g

part at 4 and part at

at 6 per cent.

p A P ER NIl

16, 1783.

report,

fideration of the objections
candid attention to the

moft folid grounds of equal juftice,

_commerce.”

€o much of the 3th of the articles of confederation
and perpetual union between the thirteen ftates of A-
merica, as is contained in the words following
that thall
defence or geneial wel-
states in congref3
affc_mblcd. thail be detrayed ou of a coImmon treatury,
which fhail be fupplied vy the feveral ftates in propor.
tion to the value of all jand within each itate granted
to or furveyed for any perion, as juch land and the
fhall ve eftimated
United states in con.
grels affembled {hail fromn time to tume dire€t and ap-
point,™ 1s hereby revoked and made voiu ; and o place
the fame having
been agreed toina congrefs of the United States, that

caal c(b'er fpirituous liquors,  3-9oths all charges of war and all other expences that have been
"a Madsira wine, 12 goths do. or fhali ve incurred tor the common detence or general
"2 3l other wines, 6 goths do. weliare, and allowed by the United states in congrefs
b+ common behea ted per Ib. 6 goths do. affembled, except fo far™as fhall be otherwife provided
;n 4l other teas, 34-goths do. tor, thall be defrayed out of a common treafury, which
‘2 epper PEv ib. 3 goths do. thall be fupplied by the feveral ftutes in proportion to
o3 Droan {UEAF PEF b, { goth do. the whole numner of whif® and other free citizens and
on lcaf fugar, 3-goths do. inh bitants, of every age, fex, and condition, including
.cna | other [UGATS, 1-goth do. thote tound to fervitade for a term or'years, and three
-0 melafies per gallon, 1-goth do. fitths of ail other perivus not comprehended in the fore-

2 cocoa and cotfee per 1b. 1-goth do. going deicription, except Indians, not jaying taxes, in

cach flate; which number fhal be triennially taken

affembled, in fuch mode as they thall dircét and ap-

The papers referred to in the foregoing adirefi are as

An eltimate of the nationai debt, “viz,

One. yer's intefelt of Dutch loan of}

2,046,917 4
i

2,415,956

By the United 3tates in congrefs affembled,

Hamilton, Mr.
to whoin was refer-
from the honourable

William Bradford, {peaker ot the lower houfe of affem-
bly of the ftate .of Rhode-Ifland, containing, d 3
of that ftate for refufing their of the componert members. It is equally true, that

the recommendation of congrets for a

« That they flatter them{elves the ftate, on 2 re_coxi.
they have offered, with a
arguments which ftand in op-

fition to them, will be induced to retract their daf-

ent, convinced that the meafure is l}lpported on the
and general
contrafted with

fucceflively, W

Firft obje@ion, *¢ That the propafed duty would be
bearing hardeft upon the moft ! .
peculiarly bard communicate that authority.

fupport from

(No. !gpgﬂw ,
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The moft common experience, joined to the concurd
rent opinions of the ableit comimercial and policital ob-
fervers, have eftablifhed beyond controverly this gene-
ral principle, ¢ that every duty on imports is incor=
porated with the price of the commodity, and ultimate=
ly paid by the confumer, witha profit on the duty it-
fe!f, as a compen(atica to the merchant for the advance
ot nis money.”

Th= merchant confilers the duty demanded by the
ftate on the imported article, in the fame light with
freight or any fimilar charge, and adding it to the ori=
ginal coft, calculates his profit on the aggregate fum.
It may happen that at particular conjunctures, where
the markets are over ftocked, and there is a competi-
tion among the fellers, this may not be praticable 3
but in the general coucfe of trade the demand for con=
fumption p:eponderates, and the merchant can with
cafe indemnify himfelf, and even obtain a profit on the_
advance, As a confumer, he pays his thare of the
duty, but it is no further a burthen upon him. The
confequence of the principie laid down is, that every
clafs of the community bears its fhare of the duty in
proportion to its confumption, which laft is regulated
Ly the comparative wealth ot the refpetive clatles, 1n
conjunétion with their habits of expence Or frugality.
The rich and lusurious pay in proportion to their
riches and luxury ; the poor and parfimonious, in pro-
poitiun to their poverty and parfimony. A chief ex=
cellence ot this mode of revenue is, that it preferves a
jult meature to the abilities of individuals, promotes
frugality, and taxes extravagance. The fame reafun-
ing in our fituation applies to the intercourfe between
two ftates; if one imports and the other does not, the
latter muit be fupplied by the former. ‘1 he duty being

transferred to the price of the commodity, is no wore a
charge on the importina ftate for what is confumed in
the other, than it is a charge on the merchant for what
is confumed by the faymsr or artificer, Either flate
will only feel the burthen in a ratio to its confumption,
and this will be in a ratio to its population and wealth.
What happzns between the different claffvs of the fame
community internally happens between the two ftatess
and as the merchant, in the 4cft cale, to far from lofing
the duty himfeif, has a profit_on the money he ad-
vances for that purpofe; fo the importing ftate, which
in the fecond cafe is the merchant with refpeét to the
other, is not only reimburfed by the non-importing
ftate, but has a like benefit on the duty advanced, {t
is therefore the reverfe ‘of a juft politign, that the duty
propofzd will bear hardelt on the moft commerciai
ftates ; it will, if any thing, have a contrary eff &ty

to wits

congreis

Doliars.

7:°37:°37  though not in a fufficient degree to jultify an objeétion

on the part of the non.importin ftates. For it s as
671,300 | afonable they fhouid alloF:v an gadvzuce on the duty
paid as on the firft ccft, freight or any incidental
charge. They have aifo other advantages in the mea-
36,848 ‘fure fully equivalent to this difadrantage. Over nice
and minute calcuiaticns, in matrers of this nature, are
inconfiltent with national meatures, and in the imper-
fect ftate of human affaire, would ftagnate all the ope-
rations of government. Abfolute equality is not to be
attained : to aam at it, is pur.uing 3 fhadow at the ex-
pence of the fubtance, and in the event we fhould find
ourfelves wider of the mark, than if in the firft inftance
we were content to approach it with moderation.

Second objedtion, ¢¢ That the recommendarion pro<
pofes to introduce into that and the other ftates, of-
ficers unknown and wnaccountable to them, and fo is
againft the conttitution of the fRate.’

It is not to be prefumed that the conflitution of any
fiate could mean to define and fix the precife numbers
and delcriptions of all officers to be permitred in the
fate, excluding the creation of any new ones, what-

152,000

7,885,085

————— 14,115,299 _cver might be the neceffity derived from that variety
" of circumftances incident to all political inftitutions.
Total debt, 42,000,375

Annual inteseft of the debt of the United States.

The legiflature muft'always have a defcretionary power
of appointing officers, not exprefily known to the con-
fitutn, and this power will include that of authorifing
tive fcederal government tu make the appointments in
cafes swhere the general welfare may requaire it. The
denial of this would prove too much ; to wits that the
power given by the confederation to congrefs, to ap-
point all officers in the pott-office, was illegal and un-
- conftitutional. ¥
The dottrine advanced by Rhode-Ifland would per-
haps prove alfo that the feederal government ought to
have the agpointment of no internal officers whatever;
a pofition that would defeat all the provifions of the
confederation, and all the purpofes of the union. The
truth is, thatno feederal conftitution can exift withont
poweis that in their exercife affect the internal police

469,038 6

December

under

no government can exift without = right to appoint
officers for thofe pyrpoics which proceed from and con-
center in itfelf; and therefore the confederation has
expreflly declared that congrefs fhall have autbority to
appoint all fuch ¢ civil officers as may be neceflary for
managing the general affairs of the United States uncer
their dire&ion.” All thatcan be required is, that the
foederal government confine its appointments to fuch
as it is empowered to make by the original act of uniod, .
the fubfequent comfent of the parties unlefs
there fhould be exprefs words of exclution in the con-
fitution of a ftate, there can be no reafon to doubt
that it is within th€'compafs of Iegiflative difcretion 20

ill turnitha or by

The propriety of doing it upon the preicnt occafion,
is founded on futfantial reafous.
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