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To the PRINTE RS,
HE following dial was put into m
Pt % bm'g:l'ly a ea.rnc?:c.qnnn,;mce, whg
:c T S fx’i? he zr;:(}zteda’it from ;: ?mklun-
nufcript ound amongft fome loofe
X0 w P}péi’!‘}lj 1an old library, 'Wlmhtr the
ry

converfation really happened in the Elyfian Fields,

or whether it was the work of fome mortal amongft
us, neither he, nor myfelf, were able to determine,
The country, and people alluded to in it, perhaps
may be imaginary, but I rather think they had a
real exiftence, and that their hiftory by fome acci-
dent or other has been deftroyed. N{y reafon for
this opinion is, becaule there appears fo firong a
reprefentation of genuine charader in it, and fo
litle of faucy. It is true these will be fome diff-
culty, if it be real, to account for its appearance
bere, but as this is a point | acknowledge myfelf in.
apabl: of folving, I muf fubmit it entirely to the
reaader; with ¢hi. remark only, that fuch things
bave heretofore made rheir appearance in our world,
but how they got there, he will be better able per.
baps to account for than your :
CORRESPONDENT. ’
SOLON,LYCURGUS, and Z££SOP,
Seles. Pi'ythee ZEfop where haft thou been this
many aday ? We have bad fuch a dull time of it
bere finc€ you left us, that a ftranger wou'd rather
fufpet from our melancholy countenances, that
this was the retreat ot (orrow, than the region of
bappinels, and pleafure,
Lycargus. Come unpack, unpack.—In the old
way I fuppofe—upon fome drollery I'll warrantyou,
£fp. ‘Faith my old lads I have had a rare time
of it, fince I (aw youw. You politicians | you le.
gifators! Why I have been to a country, where
you daren't thew your beards. It is true old Greece
made fome fufs aboat you, and perhaps you did to-
lerably well for the mad-caps of Athens, and the
formal dons of S};ana; but where I have been they
tiink no more of you, and yourdivine inftitutions,
1 they are cailed, than they do of an old ballag, or
the tale of a‘fuperannuated grannam. Why every
mother's fon of ‘em is born a politician, and a le-
giflator there; ay, I fay, born a legilator, They
g0 to it as naturally as"a hound to the chace, or a
fe to the water ; ay, faith, and ufe as little re-
gion too. You fhall fee them fit down to make
hws with as little thought, nay I don't know but
vith much lefs, than they do to a beef-fteak or an
wpple-pudding. In our days it was thought necef-
to pnru onefelf by a courfe of ftudy to go
ut that kind of bufinefs; but there's nothing of
that fort there y no, nothing more is neceffary tim
Bt f(ufficient inftru@ion to _enable them to read a-
sew{paper, and to write their names ; they are then
faalified to enter the liks as orators, and legiflators ;
ud truly they make a Rrikin{ figure in both ways,
- Lycargus.’ ‘But pray let us know fomething inore
o this ftrange country, Where doés it lie? and
bow did you get to it? 1 fhowd like to be ac.
fuainted with fome of their principles, and inftita.
®ns, and by what means the‘y accomplith fuch
Righty matters with fo much ed (S
) a8 you term it, L
£fp. . Their principles, and inftitutions| Why
Ian you mufl not (uppefe, becaufe you eould not
fart 2 without fix'd principles, ‘that they are
b the &gg hobble. _ Their principles are-liks their-
doaks, take off, or put on, as eccafion re.
Eflm, and are both regulated by fimilar circum.
ces.  They have this great advantage, they are
¥ fuch a cut that they never impede their progrefs,
k it either with or againgt the dnd ; dnd are of fo
&cellent & texture, that may wear them, or
trow thern off, without any.fenfible inconvenience,
B any weather. Now this is & refinement in prin.
Tu, which your worfhips were entirely ignorant
and by the bye is not eafily ‘te be accounted
br, In this pmfcuur./x r;ax it with- all due de.
krence, lies the grand d of your ¥very wife in.
titutions, - ever obje@ you had in view, it
fure to be ham with fome priuciple or other,
M could not be brought about,: atcording to' your
ine, byt by means perfe&ly conflonant to it,
¥ you made a folemn promife in the face of the
wrid, you.held that you were obliged to com
(Wb the terms of it, let the inconvenience 2
mpliance, or: the ndnntagz that ‘might be de.
fived from a wiolation of it, be ever fo great, This
the occafion of many difficulties to you and
oL coghtrymeti,. but - they are’ bappily obviated
Y the people Iam fpeaking of, Th have brought
3 matter to fach'a pitcly of ; that tgty

and o naturals-

.s. o i R &
¢dn talculate to a fralion, how far they are bound
t0 comply with their engagetents; for this always,
and very juftly, ‘depends apon a variety ‘of circum.
fantes, fuch as'the titmes,'place, their convenience,
thiperrom to §hom they are bound, and the like.

il o I'muft really confefs thefe are princi-
ples; I'am totally unacquainted with, But come,
give us fome account o your journey. How did
you get amongft thefe furprifing people ? and how
'i'i'? you contrive to get acquainted with their af.

dirs -

Zfip. Why  you muft know, that falling in
company with Mercury the lag time he came down
with a  meflage from Jove to thefe parts, I
afk’d him what was firring in the upper regions ?
what was the lateft news in thafe parts? and how
matters went with our ence brother mortals on the
carth? His godthip I fancy had taken = hearty fup
of ne@ar before he fet out from abov® which made
him very communicative. After telling me a great
many ftrange matters, I am going, faicf he, before
I return home, an errand to the new world, a3 it is
called ; where if you have a mind, you may be an
eye-witnefs to fome of the uncommon things, I
have been relating to you. I took him at his word,
fo after finithing gis bufinefs in this quarter we fet
out. He took to his wings, and I embracing his
two buttocks with my arms, was fafely convey'd to
our journey's end.

Solen. By my troth a pretty eafy mode of travel.
ling. Well, now let us know what follow'd

<Efip. Pr'ythee have a little patience ; give me
but time, and you fhall have my whole budget; you
know I am not much given to keep feerets, Well
then, it was my very good fortune to take land at
that critical period, when the grand affembly of
lawmakers of a large ftate were juft convened. Hea-
vens what a fight! I think it was fome prince or
ambaffador, whg fancy'd when he faw the Roman
fenate, that'heWvas in the grefence of an affembly
of gods, What wou'd he have faid fad he been in
my place? he might have ranfack'd heaven and
earth in vain for a fimile. You know I was once
tolerably well acquainted with the world, and was
net apt to be confounded tho' in the company of
kings and princes. But I don't know how it hap-
pen’d; “either the novelty of the matter, or the
grandeur of the fight, affeted my fenfes in {o in-
ftantaneous, and ﬁxrpriﬁni a manner, that tho’ on.
ly a fpiritual fubfance, therefore not fo liable to
‘iiofe enfitions as when in a carnal fate, yet it was
with the utmoft difficulty 1 con'd retain the ufe of
my faculties ; however by degrees I came to, and
af{er a few hourt was fo well recover’d, that I was
able to bear the fight without hazarding a relapfe.
I remember it was the boaft of old Rome, that the
borrow'd her di&atots, and ftatefmen, from the
lough. In this particular the is far outdone now,
f-u warrant ye the odds are more than forty toone;
fuch a happy change has taken place in the teref-
trial worll:lpl I cannot undertake to give you a cir.
cu ntial account of the chira&ers, that com-
poted this auguft body, now, nor of all the matters
that were agitated among® them whilft [ was there,
‘Tho® all were excellent in their kind, yet I coud
rerctive a difference ; fome were more craftily qua-
ificd than others, that is, were more highly im.
pregnated with that rare fpirit of nature, which fo
remarkably ditinguifhes this ptople from any I had
ever beheld-or héard of before, Athens may boaft
of her Demofthenes, Rome of her Cicero, but give
ME & s OF 2 nay I cou’d name you a
fcore more fuch,

* Lycirgss. WHhat! Are orators {o
that you count therh by fcores?

» Ay truly, providence has been very
bountiful in thaf particular tco. She has furnithed
them of all dimenfions; as long winded or laconic
a8 you pleafe; indeed I muc quéftion whether
your celebrated Spartans excelled fome of them in
this latter talent; the multum in’ parvo is truly
defcriptive of their ejaculations ; and I was happily
fd»pl'aced,;?a( I'loft not a particle of thefe recious
morfels. “Heing Invifible to e[Iu' of fith from my
fpiritual nature, aid' not fen ]
matter, I cou'd go where I pleafed without being
incommoded myfelf, b7 incommoding otperl{ this
gave me an’ excellént Spportunity of noting all that
pafled: The'firff bdfine(§, that was takén inhand
alter my arvival athobgh thiem), wisthe choice oF their
firft magifirate. J¢ feeris'this a8 Had b¥ omired

on_the day appdinted by the co flitution of the
fatey i:d&%t;ém{e 4 @b&:&n- hecber it
co one aft s, as the conftitutio
rue Bt bet s isrards, s

plenty then,

cecafioned a long

-~

ble” to" ¢fie’ talith of v _
.exiftence to'a béing, unkndwn to the good falkq of
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a0d learned debate, in which-the matter was hand.
led with the utmoft fkill; ind acutenefs, _particue
larly by the oppofers'of the meafure. Oneamon
them, T remember, advanced ; y.3fguments that
were uncommonly forcible, and curious, and pro.
pofed an expedient equally fagacious, and new, but
ﬁpm'po'fc,. for the queftion was carried for
the oppofite opinion, The next thin
choice of the graad executive council,- ‘Now I
thought I fhou able to get fome infight into
the affairs of government; for as a heav charge
Was brought againft the members of the o{d coun-
cil, 1 expeé_ted_ their proceedingt would be over-
look'd, and thei. adminiftration publicly examined,

ut to my great difa pointment, ‘and {urprife, I
found the matter was tﬁ*opp‘d.' I confefs this ftag.
ger'd me not X little, and | had very nearly doubta
ed the wildom and virtue of this aiguft body ; but
their former condu& recurrliig to my mind, and
the diftinguithed charatter of the member, who
moved the charge, but did not rofecuté it, un
doubtedly for very wife thor unlfiown ‘reafons,
became eafily reconciled to the omiffion, The lagt
affair of confequence I thall mention now, was the
ppointment of perfons to reprefent the flate in a
grand council, compofed of reprefentatives from a
number of other ftates, which with this formed one
great republic, Now, faid [ to myfelf, fhall I fee
fome of the firft charaQers this mol extraordin;
country prouuces ; for as the peculiar fituation of
their affairs required the moft able heads in the
Jand, I conf:quently expelted to lee fuch named
for the moft difficule charge they had to confer,
Accordingly the nomination began, and proceeded
{o rapidly, that I cou'd not help exclaiming to my.
felt, ¢ What a rare country is this, where they fo
readily find men capable ot filling the moft impor-
tant employments, that can falf to the charge of
human beings I I centrived to get a fight of thefe
diftinguithed” characters, which infiant bringin
to my reme nbrance the old adaze, ¢ Fronti nul a
fides,” I came away well affured of their profound
abilities, and uncommon fa acity,

Solon, :I‘ruly, friend 4&Efop, you feem mi htily”
wrapt up in this firange, new people; but methinks
you have given us no inftances yet of thé profound
abilities, and uncommon fagacity, you fpeak of in
fuch rapturous tesms, i
. Efip. Nay, Idon't know what you may call
inflances. 1am fatisfied I hive mentioned only a
few of théir a&s, which alone are fufficient to im.
mortalize them; but if thele won't content y
perhaps I may at fome other opportunity rejate
fome things to you, which will put the matter pag
a doubt. Their money, my old boy! there's tféir
fort. In this fingle article, they have gone beyond
the power of maFic itlelf. No magician, or necro.
mancer, with all hig art, can equal them, - Such is
their “power over a frhall piece of paper of about
three inches fquare, that they can m.ke it afame’
more fhapes in a few hours, than old Proteus did
in the whole courfe of his exiftence. It fhall now
be gold; now filver ; nay both at the fame inftant,
In a moment 1t Mhall ceafe té exift ; wifll a dafh of
the pen it is revived. It if now more; now lefs ;
and yet aiways the fame, This.amazing power hag
been exercifed with infinite advantage to the flate g
for by a ingle touch, 4nd a*féw words, which have
a high magical virtue in them, it becomés ‘ten,
twenty, thirty, forty times latger, and yet conti-
nues perfedtly the fame in matter and fize ; fo that
they can‘at a word encreafe, 6r diminith it tc fuip
every occafion, that may happén. . This js a rare
improvement in polifcs, an ,worth the whole ‘ar¢
befides, It is true fuch fudden changes have occay
fioned fome confufion'at times, which will ever ba
the cafe in affairs of this nature ; but the immenfe -
gains derived to the fociety from fo valuable an art,
richly compenifate fof any tranfito evils, that miay
flow from thé praQice of it. ' Bef; es, as it is wifely
drdained by Providence, that every evil thall wo;
its own cure, by a gradual extinétion 6f ‘the ill
principle it contains; fo théfédiforders fpertd them.
felves by degrees, and, Yo intke a‘mgle ‘amends fog
the ills they bave occafioned, terminite in giving
our days, called a fisancier. " R'is_no eafy matiér
to defcribe the chara&er, a?d qualities of d\i:,b:;
ingj théugh he arifes ot of caiifufion %€t be-cons
tains within himfelf every principle of’ordér;. hgni
a perfelt counterpart ta'the occafion, thit calls hﬁ&
to life. He isa thorgugh xdeg'r. in the ant gf,ﬁﬁ
plifying, and is fo frongly addifted to the practicd -
of it, that he never fajls to. intill, into all pro-
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