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For tte MARYLAND GAZETTE.
ae Gazdia magna nuncis.
X H E man who, in the thade of public or
2 private misfortune, difcovers a difpofi-
:6 T ;: tion, callons to the ftings of adverfity,
or deaf to the fotter duties of forrow,
WX is e?u:lly an enemy to the enjoyment
of bappinefs, with him who is infenfible to the
fniles of profperity: both are enemies to fympa.
thy, the parent of every focial affe&tion, and nei-
wer deferve the favours of fortune; becaufe (if
Mind to her frowns) he cannot tafte with delicacy
ber excellencies. . In public danger, to defpond
gews a limited exertion of foul, which, fatal to
that confidence of a&lion that extricates the bold
odventurous from the wiles of difficulty : but not
to rejoice in public felicity, is an apoftacy to for-
tune, equally reprehenfible: to withhold or refufe
congratulations to the republic, when fhe rejoices,
iedicates 2 want of fympzthy in her members; with
ber viciflitudes, that declares no very great fhare ot
istercRednefs in her concerns. No well affeéted
ctizen can withhold his voice from the general con-
grrnlations for which the prefent glorious profpeét
of our military affairs gives fufficient ground; and
pould the impulfes oi"a warm heart elevate our
apeétations to a height, which the iffluc may prove
to fanguine, fuch an error of the judgment would
e more than expiated by the picty of the anticipa-
ton.

Since we claffed ourfelves a member in the con.
fderacy of republics, never, as at this junéture,
bave the affairs ot the unicn wore an afpeét fo flou.
nhing. The ftate of Maryland, as well from the
wertainty of fecuring thofe hiberties, for which, with
the real energy of freemen, fhe hath contended, as
fom the felicity of feeing warded off that blow
which . fhe lately expeéted, whofe ruin fhe faw fo
aemplarily marked in her fiter ftates, hath the
Jighet and—peculiar caufes for congratulation.
Mere-than half the charms of profperity are bor-
rowed from contraft : of <hefe joys, the citizens of
the fouthern fates, this included, are the moft
competent judges, when fcenes and profpeéts of the
wolt fevere and alarming nature are exchanged for
fuch as at prefent are prefented, of a complexion
the moft encouraging and aufpicious. Happy in.
deed muft we feel, when refleftion forces her eye
fom thefe fubjeéts, which at prefent engage t{e
contemplation of the United States, to a period fo
dreary, that even Hope, ‘¢ that friend to him whom
erery friend forfakes,” was almoft oltﬂri{gped b
the rapid progrels of war, to the profpeéts of fo
hrely as the fummer, when fympathy with our fou-
thern ftates became but the melancholy anticipation
of misfortunes ; who!e edge we expeéted quickly to
experience at our own doors; fcenes which the fan.
cies of the fair fex could not have painted | misfer-
tunes, which, from a concurrence of the moft vi-
gorous exertions of the armies, aided by a fortu.
sate completion of the happieft contingencies, have
by this ftate been felt but in idea.

Were it pardonable in men to fear at all, who
e engaged in the caufe of freedom, and who are
auated by the invincibie fpirit of virtue, at the
opening cf the fouthern campaign_what had we not
to fear | The virtuous remnant of a virtuous army
were reduced aimoft beyond the hope of fuccefsful
cppofition, againft an enemy fo vattly fuperior in
2umbers ; an enemy who, to ‘the unarmed and de -
feacelefs, to the women and the aged, were,from
the mode of war lately adopted by the Brit -

e

obje&s of terror and imprecation; orders whic
ve the varnith of duty and loyalty, to the licen-
tious indulgence of principles and paffions, before
but partially embellithed with the fanétion of au.
thority, which an Algerinetwo hundred years fince
Wuhzhzve blufhed to own, but which the magic
of a Britith parliament hath clafled amongft the
conftituents of Britith patriotifm, From an enemy
thus difpofed by principle, thus licenfed in infamy,
ad chartered from the obligations cf the laws of

war, what exertion of military firength, what effor¢’

of malevolent refentment, had not the fouthern
fates juft grounds to expect? Nor had they, or the

" army, that pleafure which arifes from retaliation ;

there was a generofity in their natures, which could
2ot infli@ an indifcriminate vengeance on the cap-
tive; a humanity, which could not, by a fenti-

.mental alchemy, draw rapture from the groams of
the tortured. During the whcle war, an unufual

degree of feverity and ill treatment bath diftin.

guifhed the captivity of the American prifoners of
war ; hut as foon as barbarity was covered from
cenfure by the fhield of minifterial maxims, the
Britith army, except a very few officers of fenti.
ment, refigned, as an irkfome check to their mean.
nefles and avarice, that feeling and politenefs, which
is equally the amia le offspring of education and a
good heart, and which, in a lefs refined degree and
mode, was, even in the rude ages of chivalry, the
diftinguithing trait of a gentleman foldier. Early
they taught in the American army, that valour and
patriotifm in an enemy were the objets of their de.
teftation ; and when l{e chance of the field, or fu.
perior numbers, gave them to their dungeons, ine
ftead of that delicacy of treatment and manners,
which marks the truly brave viforious, which by
affe&ing an atonement to the captive hero, for the
caprice ot fortune, gains a gentler conqueft over
the hearts of the generous, they have made them
the fubjeéts of the moft daftardly upbraidings and
deliberate refentment. Of this, the brave officers
whom lately we faw from Carolina, fcarred as well
with wounds received under the vain protettion of
the laws of war and honour, as with thofe received
in the field; worn and emaciated by famine, and
ragFed from the licenfed pilfer of the foldiery;
thefe are animating examples; thefe are fats, and
inftances which the hand of Charity herfelf will in-
delibly mark upon our memories, and the know-
ledge of which will become to pofterity an inftitute
of patriotifm, ]

Such was the inaufpicious pofture of affairs in the
fpring, when refolution was our only aid, and
profpect of fuccours from the French our only hope.
Of what heart-felt pleature muft the well affeted
citizen be fenfible, when, from a fcene fo preca.
rious, fo big with a complication of ills, both from
want of troops and moucy, fix, nay two months,
prefent to his eye one fo replete with the moft flat-
tering appe:rances; the concurrence of circum-
ftances, to which our warmeft expeftations did not
ftretch; events, in which Propl.ecy herfelf would
have been difcredited, -'T'o whatever point we turn
our eyes, the profpeét is more {miling ; our finances
laft fpring wore the moft diftracted d:rangement;
and the mortal blow juift given the continental cur-
rency was an event, that muft have thaken the ranks
of any other army, than fuch as was compofed of
good and faithful freemen, and commanded by the
moft celebrated and virtuous of men. Our cur-
rency hath mended. From the vigilant ceconcmy,
and fkilful arrangement of our financier general,
aided hy the fpirited fubferiptions of the people,
the nerves of our finances have received a firmer
tone, have taken the beauty of fyftem, and now

exift under a permanency of refpe€t and value. -

Even latt fpring, the mo!t alarming period of our
depreciation, our credit was higher in Europe than
the generality of our friznds ‘thought it to have
been ; of this the loan of fpecie negotiated by the
honourable colonel Laurens is a proot ; his yrefent
importation of fpecie and cloathing are circum-
flances of the moft joyful confideration. 1 he al.
furances of his moft Chriftian Majefty, as they bear
all the outward marks of the warmeft concern for
our caufe, fo are they illuftrated by the molt bril.
liant and well concerted co operation in our mili-
tary defigns; fa&s which evince his unfeigned fin.
eerity, and demonftrably atteft his genorous refolu.
tions to fupport the INDEPENDENCY of America,

_ Thefe are benefits which claim the_beft returns of

preference and gratitude from every American,
whofe eyer are not meanly fhut by the policy of
early inculcated prejudices againt the great {ervices

muit-appear—the

commercial emoluments which muft refult to them
as allies of an irdep:pdent America. Their young
monarch, under refelutions which flowed from an
high fenfe of the rights of mankind, the maintain-
ance of which refleéts the only real glory on crowned
hegdn, firetched forth the faving arm of friendfhip,
claimed the prote&ion of an infant empire as his
peculiar glory, and chofe the independence of Ame.
cica as the event which was to immortalife him.
The prophetic fpirit of policy faw, that to afhft us,
and by aflifting engage our gratitude, was their in-
tereft ; the pafion for doin good was that which,
void of the calculations of policy, aBluated theic
monarch, and détermined him to affift at all hae
zards a pecple whofe confidence he had gained, a-
gainft a nation whofe low boaft it hath been to do
enormities with impunity. This reftive fpirit, the
difturber of the repofe of Euroce, he hath curbed
to the moft mortifying refiri&tions ; and limiting
by a fuperior navy the% titude of their marine en-
terprifes, hath given a cenfidence to commerce, of
whl_ch, from the infults of thefe lordlings, the was
d.eﬁxtutc. From thefe profpeious foreign cennec-
tions and intereft, with Eem picafure we may draw
in our obfervations to objefts, in which as Ameri-
cans, particularly as citizens of Maryland, we zre
more immediately and intimately intereffed. The
allied army, under the aufpices of our great com-
mander in chief. in Virginia, exhibits a profpe&
full of the moft favourable impreffions, and augur.
ing the happieft iffue to Anierica.
Lord Cornwallis, that irrefiftible wanderer, hath
at length periodicated his rambles, in the mode we
could moft have wifhed, and in the fcene of his hu-
manity, where the feelings of Rtate will be fully
ratified. Led by his ewl genius and prompted
y that diftra&tion and infatuation incident to the
fchemes of tyrarny, we have feen his lordfhip fink-
ing by evafions before the fword of oppofition, and
moving in the meafure of Burgoynade, trapped
with a fine army in the theatre of his viQories; in
the pofleffion of that objest of his military adven-
tures, wkich, like an ignis fatous, hath lured and
danced him into an inextricable difficulty, Natara
Serox, wekemens ; maximum benum in celeritate puta-
bar®. The cataftrcphe of this living military dra-
ma, m3y be in future to fome American the ground-
work of a farce ; and when time, that candid and
moft faithful knight, fhall have burft the chuins of
that fpell and faicination which at prefent preclude
a juft calculation of their loffes when a fenfibility
of their misfortunes becomes one of the ot ftrik
ing, though not moft mortifying, chara&eriftic of
the Biitith nation, the tale of lord Cornwallis, like
that of a Richard, may afford to fome native genius
the fable of an h ftoric tragedy!
i’ A REPUBLICAN.
Cambridge, O&ober 15, 1781,

® Sal. Bel. Cat.

PHILADELPHIA, O&erss.
Head-quarters, Continental-willage, O&. 4. 1781,
R
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ENCLOSED I have the bonour to prefent
your Excellency a letter from major Tallma. ge
of the ad regiment of light drageons, with my cof-

ratulations on the fuccefs of the American arms,
in the redution of fort Slongo on Long-1fland, the
morning of the 3d inftant.

Thbe addrefs and gallantry exhibited by major
Tallmadge in planning the enterprife, and by major
Tielcott and the officers and men under his com-
mand in the execution of it, do them much honour,

¢ o
prefent fleets and armics of that nation, fuch their
alliance itfelf, which, in the eyes of all Europe, re-
fle&s a great de.ree of national importance on the
United States, The patronage of (o puiffant a mo.
narch as Lewis XVI. does the confederacy the-ut-
moft honour ; for as it is an open avowal of the
juftice of our caufe, fo is it to be confidered a pub.
ic acknowledgment of that importance and gran-
deur“to which by independeace we fhall arrive,
hatever motives may oftenfib.y conneét an alli-
ance between two nations, the real caufe of union
lies not fo much in principles of generofity, asin a
reciprocal-intereft. This foundation is the real,
this the firmeft b f national friendfhips. The
 the moft able politicians in

koown fupgriority, they are

s encreafes their vigilance to

of their people, Upon the

firft dawn of a firm and uniform refitance to and
sefentment againft Great-Britain, they faw the vaft

It is faid a confiderable number of arms were
taken in the fort,
1 have the honour to be, with the greateft refpe&,
Your Excellency's moft obedient fesvant,
W. HEATMN.
His Excellency Thomas M‘Kean, Efg;
picfident of congiefs.

Cempa-peint, Oober 3, 1781,
Dear general,

1 A M happy in having occafion to congratulate
you on the fuccefs of the enterprile againtt fort
Slonge, on Long-Ifland. After making many at.
tempts to embark, and being prevented by- bad
weather, laft evening at eight o’clock, 1ordered go
men from captain Richards’s compary cf the Con-
ne&ticut line, and so more from captain Edgar's
difmounted dragocns, to embark at this place.
The fmallnefs of the garrifon at Slongo, and the
difficulty ef procuring boats, making it unnecefary

_to employ but a part of my detachiaent in this fere




